Columbia

Priest Papids

Swift water boatinge.'dished a boatload of freight.!
Big Berd to Hevelstroke.
portaging or lining ,.Surprise, Kinbasket or Death Hgpids or dozen
othrr runs on the Big Bend .,
“ource of the Columbia above “indermers
Glacial fields in the Selkirks sbove ¥irdermere ari i’olumbia Lake
from which spring the main feeders of the upper river.
The Hudson's bay and Northwest voyageurs ran only the lower 75
miles of the Big Send and avolded its worst water,Surprise Rapids and
the 21 miles of cascades below Kinbasket Lake,

Hoas “Yox, #1exander Ross and Franchiere.

F.P. Armstrong and J.P, F,rde, district engineer of the dept of
public works of Nelson, Pritish Columbia, started at the foot of the Lowe -
“rrow leke in a Yeterboro canoce and msde the run to Pasco Just above the
mouth of the Spnake in 10 days.
(Mr. iorde's report to “anadian government on roposal to open the
Uolumbia to through mavigation to the Pacific oceans)
Below the Canadian border there is hardly 10 miles of river without

a farm, village a even a town of fair size.

Sockdolgger of a whik®pool,.

One is usually told that the s arce of the Columbia is in “anal “lats, 150
miles above Golden and immediate ly south of a worderfully ovely mountaine
begirt lake that bears the same hame as theriver. L his is true in a sense
b t strictly sepeakin; the real source os the river,the e rising
at the point the_ reatest dis ance fram its mouth waild be ti® longest of
many mountain creeks which converge upon ¢ lumbia Lake from the
encampassing amphitheatre of the n;ckieﬂ and Selkirks, This is
probanly Dutch creek whihrises in the perpetuals now of the Selkirks and

sends down a roaring grey-grecn glacier water torrent into the western



side of the Columbia lake, Searcely less distant from the
mouth of the Columbia are the lBads of Tobyand % se Thief creek, both
of which bring splendid volumes o water @0ff to the mother river Just below
Lake “indermere.,
“teamers,..
It is a dozen years or more since one could travel the hundred miles
or 0P8V the Columbiab etween Golden and Lake “indermers by steamer,
By comparatively sparse population in this rich but thinly settled region
was not sufficisnt to support both railand r iver transport ami with the
coming of the f armer the latter could not long be maintained. :'wo a three
10 ting hulks on the mud by the old landing at Golden are all ¢ hat
remain of one of the most bPicturesque steamer services ever run, for those
old stern-wheelers used to flounder up the Columbia to Windermere on
thraigh Mud and Columbia Lakes to “anal ¥lats through a log-built lock to
the Kootenay watershed and down the winding canyons and tumbling rapids
of that tempestuous stream to Jemnings, Montana. ‘hose were the bonanza
dgys of thes upper “olumbia and Kootenay--such days as they have e@U
never seen since nore will ever see again. I was tobear mich of them
later fram L’apt:ain Armstrong when he voyaged a stretch of the lower river
together,
Priest nap:!.cis reported the fast:st on the wole river)Priest Rapids
in Canada
Downie Creek,..the center of « s greut gold rush half a century agoe.
in fevelstroke country,
Ferries;
Bossburg.ferryman there,
Kettle ¥alls, ,.There is g drop of 12 feet in about 1200 yards
in Grand Mapids with nothlg approaching a channel among t he huge black
basaltic rocks that have been scatter 4 about thorough them :as fram g big
pepper shaker, #s far as I coudl learn there is no repord of any kind o a

man propelled craft of wha tever size ever havh run through and survived
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but & small stern-weehar , the Shoshone, was run down several years agp
at high water , Shre reached thefoot, a great deal of a hulk but still
r ight side up. This #s rated as me of the maddest things ever done with
a steamer on the Columbia and thefact that 1t did not end in complete
disgster is reckoned by old river men &s having been due in
about equal parts to inflexible nerve of h e skpper andthe intervention
of a special providence that makes a special point of watching over
mortals who do things like that + I met Captain McDermind & fortnight later
at Potaris, he told me then #hathe hadn't heard before
that hehad taken his wife and children with him.
ool erry
We finished an easy day by tying up at 4 o'clock where the road
to the Colville “eservation coms dewn to the bonlder bordered bank
at Hunter'!s feryye.
ee83 most of the worst water on the fmerican courseof the Columbia
o ccurs in tl® two hundred and thirty miles between the head of
“po]mns R:anpids and the foot of lpiest Rapids (not to be confused by
the rapids of the same name we had run on tie Big Bend in ~anada.)
forryee
Wihen I asked the ferry-man at Gerome if Ike Emerson had beens eenes.
T erryee
esThe place was marled Creston on the maps but appe red to be spoken
of locally as Halberson's :erry. Vig spent the night with the
hospitable Halb rasons, who ran the ferry acre s th® to the (b lville
Reservation side amd oper:ted & small sawmill w hen logs were abailable,.
rﬂer:_*y.. Ag Tm{ canyon
Ferry--at Plum
At Clark's Ferry (in theHell Gate country)
Ptoamere . apt. McDermid..at Bridgeport.

The Bridgeport,.,,in all ti® thousand miles of the Columbia Rrtween
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the Dalles and its scurce, she had been the last steamer to maintain

a regular service. T his was not reckoning the Arrow lakes of course.
But theclose ofthe presene apple season had marksd the end.Between the
Increa: ing ci petiton of rallways ard trucks the game was no longer
warth the ceandle. He and his partners in the bridgepor'c had decided to
try and take her to portland and offer her for sale.

..%here were locks at the C ascades and the Lalles but Rock J.-.sland,
Cabinet, Priest andUmatilla to say nothing of a n mber of lesser
ranids would have to be run. It was a @0 big gamble,insurance o
course being o® of the question on any terms.,

The mouglas, half the size of tho Bridgeport had tried it acouple of
months ago am wellwe would s ee the conseauences on the rocks below
Cabinet fapids.,

eI had been a good deal concerned about thesinister cascadse of Rock
island to say nothing of the long series of rifles called Prie t
Rapids which had even & worst record.

oo Jorry

We landed half a mile below the mouth of the Chelan River where
the remains of a roadled down through the bouc ers to the tower of an
abandoned ferrye.

(ante-bellum custom)

Rock Island rapid , are in a gorRe within a gorse

Fefry..

Columbia R,ver station., above “abinet Rapids.,

Cabinet apids is tie beginning of a somewhat irregular series of
Uolumnar basaltic f1iffs which wall in the Columbia closely for t he
next 30 miles, The ra ge in color fran a rich blend of saffron-
clnnamon through all the slades of brown to a dull black..in he ight
from 1500 to 3,000 feet‘.

ferrye

A% the suggestion ofthe fepry-man at Lirinided we avoided the upper



half of Gualquil rapids.

Ferry.

he cliffs ran outndt 1l ong after we left Vantage Ferry and as
we neared the Chtago, Milwaukee and “t raul Bridge at “everly
rough patches of sandy desertb egan opening up on either side.
J:’epr-ived of the slelterof the high river walls we were at once exposed
to a heavy easterly wind that hal evidentlybsen blowing all day on
the desert. The sun dulled to a luminous blur behind the pall of
eagnd-fllled air and the wind which Mded us every now and then about
neutrallized the impulse of the accelerating current..

lhere was a 40 mile an hour sandstorm blowin when we beahed
the boad under the railroad bridge. <he brilliantly golden yellow
cars of the CM and St Paul limited rumbling across above behind their
e lectric locomotive seemed s trangely out of place,

The one sidewalk of the townns fragment of street was ankle deep
in sand as we buffetted cutwy to the hotel,

-«.and below Prie t Mapids there would be nothing warth filming
until the mouth of the ®nake was passed,

..”y this time I had fairly complete data on Priest Kapids,

These beginning at the end of a stretch of slack water several
miles bel ow f’everly continue far elsven miles, I;‘ this 1stance there
are seven ma jor riffles with cors iderable intervals of fairliy quiet water.
It seemed probable that all of these with the excep i1on of the second and
seventh and po:ssibly thesixth could be run, The lining ofthe
octhers would not be difficult,

“ll that morning I inhaled sand am *went over Peverly with a fine
toothedcomb in an earnezt effort to find s ome one willing to give me s
hnndthrough friest Rapidse....he offered to haul the boat to thefoot of the
raplds by the r ocad for twenty dollars but as the down-river branch of

the Mllwaukee presented an opu.ortunity to accamplssh the same end in



less time &and discomBort I decided to portage by the latter.
As there was an auto stage service fram Hanford to Pasco foos
accanpanied ms to the f ormer point by train,

Hanford was not the point on the line closest to the f oot of
Priest h'apid.-;s but I took the beat through to there because the
station was nearer the river than at "hite-f’luffs end launching
therefore a siple matter,

‘he stretch of seventy miles between the foot of Priest Fapids and
the mouth o the Snake has the slowest current € f any point
of the ‘:olumbia above the Dalles.;...

For a dozen miles below Hanford the river flanked on either side by
rolling desert sand dunes winds in b road shallow reaches t hrouy a
region desolate in the extreme., The only signs of life I saw for many
miles were coyotes slinking through the hungrysage-brush and occasional

flocks of geese., the latter forerunners of thec ountless myriads
that were to eep ms company below the “nake,

4t Rienfield (c opy) the results of irrigation became evident in
young apple orchards and greenf ields of alfalfa amd these multiplied all
the waydown to Pasco. Themuntry seemed flat and monotonous af ter somany
weeks amang cliffs and mountalins and ther ¢ wlpP® was no question of its
richnessand productivity once water was brought to it.

Ferryee

Adter pulling for an hour with the long Northern Pacitic bridge in
view I landed just below the Pasco=fennewick ferry.
leaving Hanfords,..I had beaten him to Paco. After the speech with which
we had moved on the pper river,howsver, now mine hadb een rather a slow
T une. I;q spite of my steady pulling it had taken me under six hours to do
the th¥ty six miles,

Ferryee

I passed the mouth of the ®nake abait three miles below the ferry,
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Homley Kapids, seven miles below Pasco ferry, are fomed by a rough
reef of bedrock runningmmlf wayacross ther iver from ther ight bank,
4pproached from the right side of th long gravel island that divides the
riverjust above them, one might Bet badly tangled up beforehe go t
through; by the lef t hand chennel the going is easy if one keeps an
eye on the shallowing water of the bars,

A sky-line of brown mountains with a dauble turreted butte &8 their mosst
conspiciow feature marks the point w ere the Columbisa finally tums
west for its finalassualt on the Cascades and its plunge tc the
fYacific. That bend is the boundary of the fertile plains extending from
the Yakima to the “alla Walla armd the bsginning of anew series of
corves in som respects the grandes t of all,

A low sandy beach just sbo e the mouth of t he rather insignificent
Walla comes pretty near tobeing the mes thistorically important point on
the“olumbia, HereLgwisand Clark first came to the waters of the
long-struggled ~toward Oregon; here came Fremont, the Pathfinder; lere
Thompson planted his pious proclamation ¢ laiming a1l of the valley of the
Volumbia for the lorthwest canpany and by herg sooner or later, passed and
repassed practically every one o the trappers, missionaries, s ettler sa nd
other pioneers who were finally to bring Oregon permanently under the
Stars and Stripes.

The double-topped butte, an outstanding landmark for voyageurs for 8
hundred years has long been called "The Two 'irgins,V

‘here were a number of big black rocks where the river b egan its
bend to the we st, but the channel to the right was not hard to follow,

Neither was Byll Run fapids a few miles farther down..I followed the
steamer c&0 channel as having the swifest current..

Uatillae.from the head of t he first riffle ¢ Umatilla “apids
to the head of thet hird or main one is a m le and & half,

Freeman, Lewls R..Down the Columbia. Yodd,Mead and Co. 1921,



