The Department of Justice, 1212 N, 32ad Avenue
Room 2129 Deptl of Justlice Bldg.
washington, 25, D,C. Yakima, Washington

Aug. 12/1954
LLY: Re Yakima 160

Dgar 8ir:

I am sending an extrs copy of this letter in event you wish
to forward it to Dr,. ‘cegelin, '

y i neve been scaenning and transoribing from the Oregon Suptoy.
ind, Affairs scries [1848+73] and am h!-hdy impressed by the vgst amount
of material therein which appess to reljate to fekima 160, le: -]

marked Bimilariﬁy of the *1d-Columbias “ribes and the way they Wwere
trested by the “skimas 1s identical in many ways with that of the
Wanapums.y

One of the rolls contains letters pertsining to the Kllckitsats,
ong og the 14 tribes inclwed in the Yakime “resty and & report of theilr
agéent™ from the “alles in 1855-56, that ey did not reocognize Kemlakin
.88 & chiéf, were not represented at the “regty Council of %alla #alla
etce and st1ll rofused to sell their land.**his of course gets into the
fact that the Klickitats were later enrollsd etcs

]

The wole tenor of many 1atte§‘(pre—breaty) show that the tresty makers
were not familier with the country, did not meke a thorough seasrch to
gcntact all indians, and tBera 18 WO reference to the territory fram
asco northwerd alon the “Yolumbin, the Wanapums locale,

Other letters are packed with informat ion as to the Mi&-columbias,
their locstion d68 along the river on the south side, incl dingt he
fisheries claimed by the I‘skimas in their négotiations for the
Dalles Dam settlement . It 18 evident that after the war they driftsd
back, teking possession, as Kemiekin did, of th& which they wented.

I mention this in ewnt the Yakimas pursue their claims through
litigetion. There wl 11 be much of Interest in these rolls.

I will heve much typescript materiel , comperatively spesking, having
scanned 8ix rolls sc far, I make an abstract of article s not copied.
I feel that it will save much time and eye strain if the "push gets on,
and will sndravor to cover as much as_I cen before Sept., when the serles
on loan, is to be retumed toyDr. Ve Put most certainly it 1s buillding
up a plcture of an expansive “akima oclaim, of chiefs who were not chiefs
but geimdd that only by might and I melleve that L can prepare notes
and citations along thet line that w1l fit into the Wanspum plcture ex d
expand it far down the river.

I go on vacation Aygust 21, end will spend the first pertof that
time below Hood Hiver where I haﬁ a contact with a woman reported to be
the last of the “og River (Hood *iver) Indians, i am sculpturing & head
of her, and she may be quite communicative.

3 Chief Trmmy Thompson of theidid-Columbiaes, the “yam, whose uncle was
tocketley, a Deschutes, has given me his ola name, “hief La Wot

ard uses the name “hief Kuni, Kuni being his fether's name, He

seems more determined than ever from vwhat ] hear that the Yakimas are
overstepping theip claims to the fishery. ut of course I stay out of
thelr "arguments, He voluntarily sounds off ageinst the Yakimsa
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"
and the tresty he says thé is covgred with bloods I suppose a
Portlend lew firm, something 1ike “casley 1s still-pressing & claim
for the M1d-Columbiaes, “believe the Engineers wish to settle outright
for ¥3,750 each but they heer the big talk from the Ye: imas and don't want
to acoept.

o I nave provided a set of notes concerning previous interviews with
ommy *hompson, He blossomed out,under Yakima ﬁxtroductionias 99 yoars
old, and for a time was on very friendly terms with them. “ow, I don't

know what happens and don't adc.

Suffice 1t to eay thet the Yekimms are still my friepds, still know
how I stand on Priest “apids and apprer to respect me., "hereas no one
was aver able to got them to register to vote (even their attorney)

I have written adveral short stories on thit a @ made faferences to it,
end put myself on record with some of their leaders md they line out a
regtration educst fonal campaign to be bandled by a comnitteel

%hile I have been spending from 30 to 45 hours & week on the mlecroflilm,
I believe thet fxeox only 10 per cent of thet would be materiel to
160, I would estimste that the portion covering potentiel materia
could be covered &% at a total of 30 to 35 hours , porh.ps less,

Ibelieve that the period up to 1862, I em now st 1857, might be
revealing and in event that the negotlistions Over the dem settlement
appesr headed toward liti-ation, the Huntington “resty part, vhich sho:ld
be included , wo:ld be wital for the 1865 period,

I will take chie”3d4 names, tribsl nemes, locations ete. end
chack then out in event I turn up a good Oregon source.

%hen I finish up there, say arcund Aug. 26, { plen to work up the
cosst and if the hearings are still continuing at Seattle, will drop
én agd attempt tc see Hr, Yost, but i may wander far afield from

eattle,

I have written indeteil so Yr. YV, will know there is some “tims saver"
coming up , and 80 the “epartment will know theat it 1s my opinton
there is good materisl for No., 180 in that so far covered...good that 1is
to the extent that 1t is exasotly the claim as always made by the ¥anapums ,
that it places the war responsibllity in my estimation on the Yk {mas,
and it 1solates the Yek imes, defintely, to the north side of the riverl

Clip is enclosed of another "historicsl " plece,

Sincerely

0110k Relander
1212 K, 32nd &ve,





