Dgcember 3, 1962

Board of Pharmacy
Charleston, "ost Va.

Dear Dr. Coolcg

I have comwunicated with Dr, Douglas Southall Freeman
conc erning a regearch matter and le has suggestod I cormrwu icate
with you, '

M though & newspaperman, I am on the Fort Simcoe Restoration
comriittee, I have completed a manuscript, now being scanned by
the publishers, dealing with "Drum.ers and Dreamers,® the stapy
of tho Pricst Rapids or Dremmer I dlans of the Columbia River
prior to and after the Yakime Indian Warof 1855,

This has lodme on the tra 1 of forts and the soldiers and I
have comalderable material about the men who manned them and
served in early days, later being called into service for the
Lonfederacy or the Union forces,

The State Parls Commission has ap roved and made preliminary
allocations for restoration of old Fort Simcoe, built in 1856
and whore neny Virginians were statiommed, We are now busily
engagod digging up infarmation about those mene. I am interested
in pertinent Informatl on about principal characters, titles and
authors of books that may contain more information about them,
aowces vhere plctures may be procured ard addresses of living
doacondanta,

Considerable mystory hides the burial place of some of t hese
TiOnNe

I realize it 18 no small request, but anyt ing ;vbu can do
will be highly apireciated by all of us and willbe a contribution
toward perpotuating the memory of these men in the rapldly growing
far weont.

Fort Simcoe was built under orders of Gen,.George Wright by
Maj. Robert Selden Garnett, latqrGen, Garnett who was killed
in the battle of Y“arick's (?) Ford . there soons to be two

Gon, “Yarnotts. Theare 1s vague rlmors of stories that he as
perhaps buried at “hamplain(?) his body being sent home on a
special tral n. Yo you know vhere ho is burisd? addresses of
any re latives who might have plctures of him or his wife.

His bride ol a year, a Baltimare, Mde, girl and baby, died
at Fort S,mcoe in 1857 or 18b8B when he was approaching the
fort, comlng hone from an I dian campaigne lipthing is known of
their burial. Thero are stofles they were buried et the fort,
thet they wo e sent back home for burial, etc. but nothing
definite a conclusive, I would especially like to obtain a
ricture of her.

#ft0r her death Gen, CGarnett may have resigned, gme to Europe
for a while or something like thate I have nothing def'inite or
of his torical proof.

A subsequent commanding of ficer at Fort Simcoe was Jamos J,
fApcher of Kichmond. lle wa' & captain hore and later became



“

Gen, James J. Archer of the Cofederacy. I have cons iderable
1fformation sbout him from the “altimore ILibrary, but nothing
about his place of burial, or death, etce He vasgs a brothear of

a Robert frcher who was parhaps a Major. General. Both were
captured, I deduce fra lettérs he wrote to his mother and

to his sister, Nannie Apcher at Baltimore. *hen I believe he was
reloasdd and he may 'ave b- n killed in the Battle of Atlanta.

I neod pictures of Gen. frcher and especlally of his family,
which I presume caxld only bo obtained through sane descendant.,
Hig letters are of the highest quality and what with other
Information on lNortlwest Forts would rmit some thing under the
general title of "Bugles on the River] the life of t hese men
at the Isolated Forts and their subseqtent se vice to their
wloved home.

I havwe been amazed bg how the men left here and climbed to

preat helghtus for the Yonf'ederacy or Union. Pickett was a close
friend of Gen, Archer and was stationed at the coast or Steilacoom
(fort) thone Grant was a lieutenant at Yort Vancower. "hen

Archer regsigned he turned over his command at a fort in Orogm

to a Lt bheridan.

Ther o wefre many others statloned at Fort Simcoe , the Dalles,
not;vfa' distant on the Columbia Riyer, eglvillo, to the lNorth -~
or ‘ancower, some distance away. ‘he commndant's house at
Fort Simcoe, wiich is still stamding, rosembles a Scuthern
mansion arm later I shall send you some small piciures of it,.

Here are sane of tie other names appearirg on the military
roll thore, Sgne I know to be noted men in lator life:

Joseph B, Brown(Surgeon) Dickenson Woodruff, capt., 9th
infantry; Francis L. Bowman, capt. (he became dercnded at Simcoe,
broke away from tho surgeon aml encort en routo back to The Dalles
ancd vas lost in the hills, lis body was later found., It was
returmed sanewhere ,maybe to the south,

there were other names: Harvey Douglas, 2nd Lt., Charles A4,
Reynolds, 2nd Lt,; lenry M. Blgck, lst lt., John V. Frager, lst
lt., George W, Carr, (1lt., and closs friend of James J. Archer)
John G, ngard, Jesse K, Allen(killed during en Indian campaign,
burisd at Yot Simcoe and boudy later removed ; f'rances E,
Patterson) "illiam Meyers, James B,S, Alexander, &nthony Heger,
(Ialso spelled “ager on #® rolls) Eiisha L. Camp, Yawld McKibbon,
Henry 11, Judah. Tho Frager was also sometimes spelled Fraser,

Iwill be mest hap vy to pay for any typeserip material or photo
negatives of any of these men, thelr families or their burial
place. And, I vill » happy to sond you reparts on our progress
and 1f you wish or can specify, more completa informa tion aboht
their service in the Ilorthwest.

Sincere ly

C1ick Relander

Route 3, box 146
Takima, Washse





