Russell, “della

Adella Rusgell came to this territary in 1866 fram Iowa » county
of Dallas, he was six months old when she came here with her pare
ents in the train led by Dre L.H. Goodwin, “he trains tarted for
Fuget Sound but camped along the Naches the first night, then
decided tor emain in the valley, 'fhe coming of this train ineoreased
!the settlement considerably as there were so many children,

They settled along the Yakima river in the county of Yakima,
Both of her parents, father and grendfather, homesteaded.

They were "alter Limdsay snd John Lindscy, farmers, She was
bom in 18656 and is @ oitizen of the U.S.

Born in Dallas Co, , Iowa, ma ried in 1882 and of German nate
ionality. Spe haes 5 children. ~hey 1lived in & 1ittle log house
with home made furniture. Made all ths ir clothes, raised the ir
feed. Once a year they drove to The Dalles, Ore. far & few supplies.

Transpoftetion was horseback, canoes, wagons, -;tmy forded the
streams. “ttended school in a little log school houses :hey hid
meny times from the Indians. Mps. Fussell 1s very deaf snd claims
to have forgot ten many of early day experiences since the present
is more interesting., She lives with hea married son.

dugnste Eastland, 4pril 9, 1936,



Sgott, Robert (fram 1936 newspaper clipping in stage library
files with "Told by the Pimera" remainder,

Faches, Feb. 16-'his is & devil of a place to bring a man with
& family" Robert sc’ot;*l; , upper valley pioneer, said in 1884
when he looked over the Cowiche district for the first time, his
son, by the same name who farme in the “aches district recalled in
compiling & shart history of the upper valley for the Yakima County
Histarical society.

Scott, who brought his family from Springfield, Mo. to the new
west was not impressed with the country where now orchards and
other farm crops grow abundantly and comfortable homes are located
and he went t hrough many hardships in his rearly residence 1in
the valley,

Scott apd Issac Hayes organized the first school district in the
Baches valley and thefirst classes were held in a log cabin
on the 4,P. Eschbach ranch., Miss Libby Lewis was the teacher and
classes were held only three or six months of the year, tha son
said. #t that t ime there was a school & mile below what is now
Tieton; but there was trouble inthe di strict amd one night

the schoolhouse was destroyedf by fire. ?he custamary pay of
teachers in those days was fram $25 to ¥30 a month and the
teacher boarded with families in t he diafrict.

The Scott family went to ‘he Dalles, Ope. on arriving in the
west and af ter purchasing hoﬁaekeeping articles started for the
Yakima valley, arriving in Union Jap, July 24, 1884, The family
was met by Scott's brother, John and after a few days in Union
Gap they started for t he Cowiche district. On the way they met
William Bell and John Loudlon, who tried to induce them to
settle in theCowiche distridt,

It was Hayes who induced Scott to settle in the Naches
district. Hayes had brought his chlldren to the Cowiche district
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80 they could a tend school and he praised the “gches valley so
much that the Scott brothers decided to look over the district,

They came back with stories ebowt crops that could bte grown trere
&nd the family started for its new home, “ugust 6, 1884,

"We camped at the head of the Powell ditch,"Scott's history
read."We stayed there five weeks while houses were being built on
the land father and Unole John decided to settle. :ha upper flat
which is all settled now, was only 8agebrush roamed by cattle., There
were only five families in the Scuth Naches valley,

"They were the Bixby family, eorge Powell, Joel Powell e nd
his two sons, Francis and Ezekiel, Mp. and Mrs. Yames Laswell
and ‘safac Hayfs and family. #,P, Eschbach movéd into the valley
in the fall of 1884. “11 the familie lived in log houses except
the Bixby family, ;

"On theiNorth side of the river lived the Yeatises, and east cf
them the Wilders, W.s. Clark, Mr. Hecox, Abmer Sinclair, Alex
Sinclair, ¥11jah Denton, Dan Sinclair, Mre. Kincaid, John
McPhee and ’gcmw,_ﬁugh am Jo8 “Sinclair, "

The families were isolated as the ir only way out was to climb
the hill lmown as the upper grdde or the grade near what 1s now
Eschbach's park or ford the river, :he latter was difficult
and possible only at certain geasons, the history reads,

Furnisked dynemite by the Northern Pacific Railroad Co, the
settlers built a narrow rad toward Yakima, finishing 1t in 1886,

"The £ irst fall and winter were [retty hard going," ®cott's
stary contined."We waorked at anything we would get to do and would
take anything we ocould use in payment. Father had only $40 when
he landed here, 'fhore were seven children and all of them had to
help, Fathar worked at a sawmill at the mouth of the Tieton
0060
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river and took lumber in payment of wages. He also traded
some watches anmd Jjewelry to mill hands at the Hanson mill on the
Wenas for lumber far our houss,"

The history will furnish part of the discussion when the historical
socliety meets in the Wapatox Grange hall in Naches Sunday,



Henton Routh, Jennie

Pasco, “asson, Sprague

Came to “ashington territory in 1886, withhusband and
children. "anted land. Homestc ded and bought. Came from Lincoln
to Garfield then to ‘_"ranklin. “e farmed and raised stocke

Sod houses and cldim shacks .recallcd in Lincoln county, whey had
just started to plow in the Big Pend.

Found wild strawberries and Sarvis berries. It wa 24 miles
to the nearest store,

Moved to different towns durlrg winters so children could go to
schoole “uild a school and children rode horseback three miles,

Wie were five iiles from Sasson post office ,Wej..t there for our
maile.no stare. Hauled wheat and milk to “prague, 24 miles,
Peverc winter of 1889-90 fro.e mosd of the cattle.

The wool grass was hara to control. It took years for the roo. s
to rot. It was hard to take a farm from tire raw land and get it
ready for wheat,

In 1891 we sent out daughter to fasco to school. ‘he schoolhouse
stood away out in the rsagebrush which is now the site of the
busirsss d%k trict there. There were two rooms and t he s chool
was corducted by Prof. Blanchard and his wife,

(1936)



Benton Rudkin, Virginia
Yakima. Kenrewick

b

in 1870 from Wgsco cainty, Oregon. Came with my family and a whole

b'rance,married there. I came to “ashington territory

ather came fram
train of Frenchmene. Moved to Klickitat county first,

The ranch was Lone Pine where a fortune was meade, then lost in
the b ig freeze,

From Klickitat we moved to Yakima. ister was yrs. Burnham Huntington
‘hey hal ore o the biggest droves of cattle. Huntington, Ure. was
named for him,

My father, [?avid G.illand ran Guillend house until it was moved,
That was in 1885, It was the first house toce moved. We cwned the
land where Nob H,1l , Yakima, was bullt (copy)

My husband, John J. Rudkin with Cha lesMeade and 0.A. Fechter also
of Yakima and Yavid E, Gould of :oston bought the NPI Co and
we moved to Kennewick in 1908. Mr. Hudkin was ana ttorney of Yakima,

:y brothers and 1 went to tia Systers school. My teqcher was _
Dorothea.

Augusta Eastland April 22, 1936,



Schnebly, ¥rae. P,He

I came to “ashington territory in 1868 from Independence county
Oroegone

Iwo familiss drove up (see supplement) because there was better
cattle range. Father was sure itwms good country, and homesteaded
in Yakime coumﬂ:y but moved to Kittitas after t hree yars,

I was bam in 1862 in Indeperi en® ocounty, Oregon and was
married in 1877. Children are Mps. Paul, Bllensburg , f ive
children; Mps., Howell, Ejlensburg, 3 thildren and Mrs McGranahan,
Ellensburg, two children,

fugusta Eastland, Kittitas, Oct 10, 1936,

I remember the trip up fram Oregon as we children walked most of
the way. "e drove one beam with covered wagon. 4 neighbor had one
team ani ;agan. fgch family had aarate of chickens and another of
1ittle pigs, fastened on the end of ths wagon, © blig water bucket
hung there too. "e were a long time on the way.nAt Portland everye
thing was put cn‘ a boat and we came up the Columbia as Far as The
Dalles, I think, although I have forgotten. Then we drove across
to the Yakima valley over high highs. At one time we were so high
the Columbia looked like a nrrow, blue ritbon,

Bunch grass and rye grass were everywhere. ¥ather mmd been here
and brought his cattle. "e didn't build at first, but the next year
got our logs and put up a log cabin. %he lumoer mill was at
Simcoe,

In 1871 I thinkit was, fathsr decided to leave the Yakima
valley as there was no water on our farm. "e moved to the Kittitas
and located an a creel, Tillman Houser wasmtara vaen we came and
a man named Smith who hdd an Indian wife,

We hed some sheep and father used to take the wool to The

Dalles and trade for provisions. Father 8t out the first orchard
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in the Kittitas valley., We were ten miles from “Robbers' Roost"

the little trading post Jack Splawn started. ‘iterwards it was
bought by Mr. Shoudy whose wife's name was Ejlen. ‘hat was the beg-
inning of Yllensburg. |

Mother taught us at first, then we had a tutor. “round 1877
the Indians began making trouble. Needle guns were ;ont in by the
govermment . 4 fort or bl ckhouse was built on the Umptanum,

One night before we went to the fort my older brothers were
away; me had gone to The Dalles for guns and the other was
packing to the Chinamen who were panning gold at which is now Rock
Island., Father heard & nolse outside which he thought meant
Indians el my sister and I started, half-dressed, to run and
nide.% took the door off its hinges as we went through, We ran
and ren and hid in a cave--or I did; my sister crawled into a
thicket of wild rosebushes, Just at daybreak we heard volces at
the house But thinking the Indians were there we stayed in our
hiding places. It turned out to be the fieighbrmrs ocomes to help
Father find us. He lad hunted all night for us andgiven up in
despair, believing the Indians had taken us away. We wore scratched
fran head to foot , our clothes in tatters, |

We often saw l:at;hexr Wilbur. He always said,"We Indlana."

; remember when the Perkins'! murderers werse huhtad dowﬁ.

Father cradled M s wheat and an windy days fanned 1t out after
threshing it by driving the harses over it.
The firstyear we were in the Yakima val ley he cut his supply
of hay for the winer with a scythe.

“g had good times, It might look hard now since people have
80 xﬁuch of everything, but if w were having it hard, we didn't
know ite The warst part of 1t was Indian scares. #fter I married

I was alone one day in the cabin and several dig Indlans rode up,
left their ponies standing andcams in. ‘heir leader was
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So-Hop=1, & chisf wha e child my mother had fed and taken care of

during an illness. “he probably saved his 1ife and t he chief was
very gratefuls Mother never seemed to be afraid of the Indians. “he

always told us to at least pretend to bs brave,
Vhen the Indians came through ny door I mushed up and spoke to

them, "Icki-mika-tich?"(what do you want) I was badly frightened
a8 I had seen one of ﬂ:em slip what I thought was a long knife under
his saddle,

“he chiéf said the Indians had told him that the soldiers were
coming to drive all the Indiam on tothe reservation. I tried to
pacify them but I could see they didn't believe me. *hen I had
an inspiration. “n old Portland Opsgonian was lying én the table,
I snatched 1t up"md said,"If anything like that was to happen 1t
would be here, but There isn't & word o it here,"

4¢ that theysat down on the floar in a oircle, first one of the m
'eht outside and ocameback withthe peace pipe,.

I had thought itwas a knife, They sat there until the sun went
down, amoking and chattering in their owmn language, often pointe
ing at me,

I was s0 relieved when they finally left, The cabin was thiocik
wif.h smoke but I still had my scalp.

One thing it was hard to teach Ipdians was that they need not
always follow an Indian trail. “fter fences were built they would
tear them down to get on the olé. trails,

They went through air Barden many times before father taught them
finally, that they could go around, ‘hey were simply lost if they
got off the trail, ‘he first Indian tolblazela trail left piles
of rocks to show the mextrtraveler the way.

Indians smoked kin-nielrin-nick. It still grows in the

mountaing«-



Klickitat Schuster, ¥illiam:

William Schuster, Pleasant Valley o Sohuster valley &s many call
1t, farmer and prominent man of the Goldendale vicimity lays no
claim for having moved to this pertion of the coumtry. Bill, as the
greater part of his friends call him, was here already. He was bornm
1 Kliokitat county, lemgbefore Yashingtm was o state.

'"3I was born September 17, 1865 down near the Columbia river belo w
what wag knema s the Van'acter ranch. Of ceurse at that time The
Dglles was the 11:-5.31:”“;1;10&:% aound amd until I was 12 yoirs
eld I spent & gread deal ef my time there.

My father vas sheriff of Klickitat county for 16 ysars amd it was
during that time that the family moved te Ygldendale, Im fact our
family moved here when I was 14 years eld or at the time that the ceunty
ssat w mevdl frem Rockland (Grarnddalles) te this city

I recall t hat thers were ssveralerfferts made to remove
the caunty seat fram Redkland to Gyldendnle but that each
time the voters turned 1t dowa. Finally Goldendale managed te ebtsin
emough settlers so that I:on t» nmatter came tes vets the proe
porderance of votes lay in this section md the county seat was
officially trought te Yeldendale in 1879,

My father Mcidcntuliy was the firast sheriff that the county kad,

I then resided herec with my mother and fathar until I was 22,
At that time I decided timt I should get muoa.But I em gotting
a b1t shead of ny stery.

Wher I was 18 and 16 years old I carred the mail betw en here and
Bigkletems I reuerbsr ons time when the post effice in Pickletem
-btn'md down and Xr, Vedges wae pestamster at Cleveland, Mr,

Dedge trusted me with the key to the mail sacks but fer some reasen er
other the Pickleten efficlal weuld not de the same. The mail carryig

while probably difficult enough im these days in seme parts of the
country and ever the same routes wa: me jeke, It had to go thregh



e
regardless of the wsather or read cmmditiors and as & yeung lad I

recall many interesting @mperiences that I 868ld had. Of cewrze the
bors ¢ was the mode of travel ami the trip ever was mde in & day
md the return trip the follewing,

Cigveland was quite a stepping place in those days, *hare was the
pnt effice, a balmry, & copule of large steres md a héul that
attracted travelers. Even Piokletem was muoh larger amd
was certainly scme mu.ng- oenter, then, It was aleng abeut 1886 and
1866 that I becams interested in the meat business.

I md a shop lecated just where the McSee Drug stere
is now, Of ceurse you know thaet in 188, on‘ May 13, the eity burned,
I was in town that 9ynda and wen the alarm was seunded I rushed te
a hos ecart shed and ;as ready feractien but heere weres se few persens
In tewn that I M gt ne assistance se I ran to t he meat shop
and started carrying cut as much of the toels, lard and mat as I
e ould,

Our family lived them when J 0 Abshier resides new, er im the
big white house twe doars east ¢ the Methodist church, ‘fhc fire that
dayburmd right vp to our homs wvhere it was put out, It teek the
ehurch and the parsamtge, as I remember,

There was ne chance t @ save the meat shep se I just carried oeut as
mch stuff as I eeulds e next merning I epemed a shop in & shed eor
mather & bara in the r;u‘ af owr home, I neised it arocund towa and
asked my customers te be suwe te bring thsir ewn frying pans,
breilers or containers and wrapping paper feor the f ire hadruinsed my
whole stock o items like this, o custemers umderstocd wmy
predicament and they did this thing. I dutchereéd the steskanmi cut it
up a3 best I could at the little shop that I established, I served the
community im this manner for a wmek md at that time ad & orew werking
at the fermer loam tin eleaning up the debris ami erecting me a frame
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bullding en Main street which would house the busiress after the
Lire. ‘

I remesberthat I eut lots of mat inthe btarn with knives tha t
had a weeden handles bumed «f ard with ocleavers that lad seem better
days befere the : blase ame, “lu'loy Chappell amd Oliver Soper assisted
me during the tinme ef the ri;-o ank immediately afterwards. These twe
gontlemont are well imewm te many of the peepls im this leooality,

Just ene thing more. I teld J% “llyn after reed ing his piece in
your japer 'tht I wme gomhmlﬂ; truth abeut him and his lllogod
paying «ff the mertgage em h is mother's farm fellewing his ro.thor s
doath. Now I told J.o wiat I was geing te do snd I've kmewa him fu'

a great my yars and I u sure let}l take ne effemse,

Jet wa tee small and tee yeung to have been of much assistance
vhen OR® he said that t ke mertgage was paide. It 18 my belief that it
was his brothers ami cther friemiz that had mere te deo with the mePtp
g ge paying thaln he did. Eewever if he feels tiat same ¢ redit ias
due him, I say let the redit lay where he put it,

I an recall while I resided in Pysasant valley many sheeting scrapes
and at lease oms serious stabbinmge Of osurse in more recemt years
there msbemm very 1littls of this thinge I have kmewn of these
ins tances reébadbly mare than my neighbers fer Ihaw beon camstable
in xy precint and have served as deputy sheriff umier seweral
officials,

I bave belenged te the grangs 30 years, I married ¥ ss “11«
Cowles.. These are the highpeints, up te 1900 ---1936,



Klickitat Schuster, “illiam

1 waa bora in Klickitat ceunty. My father, #ugust Schuster was
£irst sheriff ef Klickitat eounty amd was a 49er. He filed e
the present site of Oaklamd, Calif, But dicad't preve up er £ind
& fertww so he went mck amd drought his family ever the Oregem
trail,

"hen they reached Tw Palles Egbert French was there frem Iyle and th
t;nuy bearded his o'oov‘ud went to Iyle where father went te werk
for French cutting weed fortimbos ts. Then e homsstesded near Lyle
in the Celumbia river dettem. Then meved near Rockland, pre-empted

ani rented state las and raised eteck. ‘pat vas in the €0s whea
Bea Spipes and Shauneey :oodnoo were opq;-d; ing en a bl seale,

I beaught 580 acres anxi have lived im this heuse 36 years in
pleasant valleye I was barn Re0O in 1865,
I werlsd fer Oharles Newell rumning his steck ranck. His
ranch was here in Plessant valley., He made drives te St Louis i» fere
e reilread came. Cpe drive lmd 500 harses. ‘he ef his
r iders, Jim “inion 2277 lives at ‘ancower. Fer last 10 years I' e
beon ferenan of cou-t'yI read distriet. Sems run the reach,
Hemenber big camp moetings at Ggldoaﬁlo. Father "1lbur used te
one over, Ho ws a wonderful preacher, E
In 1884 there wa:s & 1little electiem fight cn, I was emly 20

@ theymnted ny vete and fixed u p a ballet. I theught I was
spart and veted. “he next spring the marshal teld me togpt eut
and vk out my ch>1 taxe I teld him I wasn't 21 yet. "You veted
last election didn'y youe ¥ell then ,ycn'd'bottor do as I ;ay."

I was werking in a butoher shop se I paid & man Y2 te work e
the read,

‘here were enly three heuses at Rocklamd.

18 m les frau Ycldendale there 1s a memument erected te the
memery of Irdian Agent Belen who was killked there by Indisms.



(b8 0ld bleckheuse was moved te ceurt heuse square, "ho old
eu-thomo at Reckland 1s fallingte pleces om the bluff,
Indisns used te race harses im Seck ereek cARyOR,
“ar at Battle butte, Pire ef 1868, Sn@ o 1884, Crieket pest
I've heard my father tell abeut .
' Reminisoences
I have the first eleck seld by Vieter Usbak, Geldendale jowelir,
It keeps persect time.
Fathor was appointed first sheriff of Klickitat county and was
sheriff 1€ years .R ecklamd was county seat until 1879, Johm
Burgem was superintandent eof schools, the emly coumty officer te
draw a salary. “n hed the astenishing salary ef ¥25 a year, “he
sheriff whe was &lse tax cellecter and assesaer w‘s paid mileage and
for serving yapers,
Tpere were ne femces , emly 2 er 3 ranches aleng ‘the Swale,
Thoro was a stage raad from ‘ho Dallies te "uonaburg. Mail was
left at the Bleck House befere Uoldendale wa feunded in 1872,
Befere the stage, Merril Shoert packed the mail, Ir his herse
souldn'tget through the snew ke carried the mail and walked 40
miles o so. He lived up the river 2 or 3 miles fram R eckland,
Fnther Paid ferryage ef $36 & year at Reckland for the whole £ amily,
e forryman was named Jensem. Mother coeked his wedding supper,
His sem has Cirole C m Dude ramch near Teppenish,
Fother wmos went te "umatilla “ to got his m, & cattle
rustler, Hearing thathe Wmd takon & baat apd was pttms out of the
state, father had some I dians rew him across . "henthe beat landed
and fatker stepped up t» make the arrest the nan pretested he was
in Oregen. Obeying a signal the Indiams olosed im amd bundled bhim
inte & beat and thearrest toek place em the Yashingtem side a few

-  § 1
: A e time of the fire there was o prisemer in Jjail,
-::u:: : :1::.“ the erfice o & liverys table that escaped the fire,



Seward, Mrs. Martha

Mps. Martha Seward was bora in thisztorritory. Her parents orossed
the plains in an emigrent train in 185 and settled in Polk county,
Oreee :'he parents came to this territory for it was the land of
promises , coming here in 1868 o *pey drove over the old _“arlow
road ani came to *he Dallos.'.l'hey. settled where Goldendale now
stands. |

Mps, Seward's husband homesteaded in Wide Hollow, then sold out
and moved down near the airport.:ne airport was ariginally the
Stephenson ranch. Born Nove 11, 1860 in Klickitat county. “he is
of Dutoh nationality ani was married in 1879 apd has five children.

Supplements
When the goldrush started in the Wenatchee district

the Hensens, my parents, 1led & pack train into that reglon with
miner's supplies. :‘heyr emainsd for & year. Mother and her six
dnughtars were undoubtedly the first white women in the valley.

When they got ggg?tho whole river was running through slulces
There were sbout 250 men working the gravel, Mr.Hensen opened &
ﬁtore but mining was abandored and the Hensens returned to
Kliokitat then we located near the Thorpes in the Moxee, ¥e
children went to school with the Thbrp(copy) children upstairs
in the Thorp log house, '

Mr. Honsen afterwards took up land in the Selah where he did
general farming and set out an archad. He alsohad a sawmill.

Most of the household utensils in thos days weramade of wood,
ani & set of carpenter's tools was the only thing necessary to obtain

a camplete set of furniture.

Interviewer: Augusta fastland, Yakima county, 4pril 7, 1936,



Kliekitat Shert, Clarence W,

ln-.smu-{ was bern in this territery in Klickitat ceunty. He was
born in a leg cabin with pumncheen fleer. His mether eressed the plains
in 1846 amd his father in 1863, Bought & homestead fer & leng time was
mgaged in stodk raising in Chamberlains Flats, Was a weol grewer fer
yoars,
He was born January 8, 1882, Married im 1010,

His father brenght cattle in when hs came but nea ly all perished in
the winter o 6168, Father was an @dained minister of t b Church
of Christ, Eo feumded the church in 1876. The church was meved te
Geldendale s Indiam came teC namberlaim Fiats and picked huckleberries

His brothers hunteda rrow heads n@ te river a md s eld them te

ewric hunters.~=-1936,
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Kliekitat Shert, -ﬁ-«o Se

8t of Eaply days. Cressed plains te Wy
in ocarriege in 1853. = T

Ploasant, Klickitat ceunty, "ash, June 1-1691-T am a sea of

Jehn Shart, Sr. ami me of a raiily of eight sons and three daughters
and the only e of t he family that decided to malke this part ef the
werM his home, I, in company with ayoumg man who had given me a fine
Ayericem mare to bring him scross the plains left “aineviile, Harrisem
60., Mo, 4m the Bl‘ day of May, 18853, The next day n csressed the
Misseuri river M8l en a steamboat that cams from St Leuls teferry
emigrants aorcss. e follewed the river fer a shert distence leaving $
8t the po'nt where Omaha now stands, “t %t time there was a samall
Indian villags there which ms the “1,. kind of a village we saw until we
reached Oregom City em the Willamette river,

our eutSit censisted of &lx good 4oricmmares, ezt small wagem and
e large fanily carriege well eovo::od whick nade a geod shelter
frem tio sterms and hot some "0 wuld sometimes fall im with ether
eaigrants ad travel with th;u a distance, but we did not remein
leng with any of then and sametimes w weuldbd ¢ fer days entirely
alene. Yo mev &d alerg at a very lively rate and on the 15th day of Juye
we oressed the Rocky Meumtains , being one « the first teams ever
these mountains . Onl§ July 15we oressed the Blue mountains andusde
curmy 8 aress the Cascades in August, the Sth, 9th and 10th days, We
were mt melested by the Indiams nor anything else, the entire distance,

We reached the "illametts river of ter a jourmey of 105 days amd wer
delighted with the trip, it being ens ef the most pleasant I ever
mde In xy life, '

I thought the olimate of thc Willamette a 1ittls teo rainy and decided
te seekn place where there was ioaa raln and sta ted fer the
Celwell mines in 1865 (cepys# smd orocssed the Cascades with pack
animals, Thad traveled as far as "alla Walla wiwn t ¢ Indians breke
@t and begqn k1lling t e minars and settlers all aleng the trails.



I traded my pack animals fa horsec apd made wy way bak aleng
the trails, 308%add again acrees the Caceandes te t he Willamette
valley, having been geme sbout four menthsami enceuntering many
hardships and dangers. I; & short time a @ll wasmadle fer velunteers
te go to the upper cuodea te sudbue the I“nans whe wre waylaying
tie0 and murdering the miners and settlers in that regien. This was thhe
boginning «f the war of 185556, I velunteered fer “ashingtea
torritory and went to the Puget Sound cauntry,
"o left Silverton, Mariem ceunty Oregenand c rossed the Celumbia em
a steambeat at Vancouwver., We fellowed ti» Columbia until we reached
the mouth of the Cowlitz, wvhen w preceeded up that stream a
long distance. e turmed te the left fram it and cressed to the Chehalis
river and trem.themo to Olympia, where we remained in campand ferts
£ e 60 a 70 days, secuting in warieus ways,
Fran kere wo went on a forced march to "alla Walla, ¢ rossed
the “olumble river at Old %allula, marched tireugh the “alls Walla
nlléy and s P8 orossed the Blue mountas by an Indian trail and
o ntered Urand Rende valley and suprised a large camp « Indians en
the Orand river. We raited them but they gave us a battle. They ran phll
mell among our men,fithting like demens and yelling iixe welves,
Just befomw thischarge wa mede an Indism had riuon in front of
e1r men holding up & scalp with lemg brown hair. This mede cur bl od
fairly beile 4% this mement Cel. Frank Shaw ardered us to charge mad
the arder wa ;bayed imediately, '.‘”ho Indian that had siaplyed the
scalp dashed off in the direetiem of his men and we saw him ne nOre,
“e charged upen the main body of Indians and with one veice
;houted:"nurrah, boys ,“ and wo all went to wrk. Bach one to
k11l as many Indians v he could.S oms fell, semcran to get away,
same fought hind to hand ,scatter d mremisciously threugh out company.
Se the fight continued until about 4 o’;cloak. The dis tance fram the.

Indlan camp 'h&.mh‘



S
the indian camp, where vwe had oome upomn them, tothe point where we
crossed the river, waa about 15 miles, and we ad fought all the way,
“hen we reached the bank of t he river the Indians appeared on the
;ther side, Y lmlted a moement amd then rushed into the water. the
horses being thirsty would s top te drink, E‘h- Indians fired on us but
few balls took effect.

‘here were four or five of our men slightly wounded. After we had
reacﬁed the eppesite side the fight was ronew:d, and was more fierce
than ever. Many . of the red men fell. “ile we were thus engaged en the
nerth side of the river, “aptl M.x'oll“ns on the south side and was
almoat surreunded by a 1‘1“30 band ef Indians, He was an eld Indian
fighter and he slew a great many. In this battle he lest twe men and
one was surrcunded @ cut of f from the campany ani af ter raumning twe
miles ar mare he hid himself in the high grass om the river bank. The
Indians fired the grass but he had found & spring of water and had wet
the spot where h® was hidden, and int hat way kept if frem burning & nd
somade h 1s eacape. I, getting back to camp he kill d three Indlans.

T mxt day wo recenncitered the battlefieldamd buried our dead,
we had three nmen killed and four weunled.cupt. Maxwell returmd to
Walla “alla by the trail, We recressed the river and found soms
Inlian: comped in the valley. "o opsn 4 fire nd killed more than farty
of them., "o remaimd here scouting all the t 118 in all drectiems uni;;li
our mrovisions wre exhausted and then started for “alla Walla, living
en shart rations, marahing almest censtantly day and night,

One night at midnight we met our pack train en the prairie with
supplies frem our camp &t Yalla Walla, Just at this time there came a
tromendeus sterm ef thunder, lighting ami rain, ‘he rain came in
such torrents that 1t seemed it would drewn anyone who might be on
guarde. THO "o had eaton the last morsel we had m0fe and were more
sixty n:llos' frem camp, where feed could be ebtained, but we lay
there uin
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until morning in the rain amd mud,

Tais battle o the Grand Remle valley emded the Indian war, Ye
reached heme i n November, 1866. I had travelod abeut 1,380 udiles by
trails and reads, saying nothing about themany hundreds ef miles
traveled in scouting and im forc d merches beth by dayamd night, e
had suffered much vfram celd aml heat, spwad rain, “his long distance
wuld take only a few hours new, but in thae dark days all the
travel was en herseback or m foet, half the time @ more with not
half emough te eat and but peerly clad, amd for forty days wo lived o
beef straight, that 18 without salt, Such trials as those are what test
mon's strength aad ceurage.thers were but few of our men Who did net
gt sick, though very few « tiwm died, for we had but one docter and
he had ne medicine, I mt Shrough all right, killed many Indians,
8ay many fall by other hands, and passed threwgh many hardships
that are easily remenbered by anyone whe par ticipatsd in them,

@8 June 16, 1859 I was marriedto Leuisa 4 dersen who b ad
cresed the plain with he fatherby ox tem; In Haroch, 1861, we moved
te Klickitat coumty, “ashingtem as with the exceptien of ome year im
Califernia md twe ye;rs in Sikamania canty haveresided in this county
Qver since,
“e removed to Klickitat ceuntybefore the severe winter of 186162

the vs'overest winter that has ever been lmewn in this western ceuntry
to white er red mon. i grouni was gevered with snow £ rem oue te
tiree foct deop fer fﬁ'ty days ,and ferty-twodaysof that time tie meroury
was S2 degrees beley sers, :hore vas & crust of sleet en tep of the snew
fren twoe te fewr inches thick. A great many men perished in the smow,
&3 the country was thendut sparsely settled. € pa ty of eleven men
started frem the John Day river, where the olduimigrant read
eresses that stream for The Dalles, allbdeing on feot art the snew
nearly three feeot deep,. it was thir ty nine miles to the nearest
heuse er place ef re‘uge. Nine out ef the oleven died, Sour en the way
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and five after reaching thes destination. Seme of them had beth hands
and feet amputated, ¥y brother ~in-law $6@ M.L. A1phin had a brotie r
in the ompany, Mafiem 41lpain, who died in the snow in a canyea
near the Jehn ‘_‘uys river. My brether-in-law lived at “be Dalles,
twenty-twe miles frem Celumbus, which was near my place, Ho started to
Aedk fer his brether ad reached my house, but the weather being se
bitterly celd ani tie snew 80 desp he could ge no further,

flo insisted o my goingba k with him and as my wood was nm rly
gme andmy fleur was fast disaprearirng and the we:ther still getting
celder, I determined to do 8o, I had e harse that had got aleng
protty well cemsidering the scarcity o«f fecd nd the terrible weather
sowe mde ready tes tart ca e journey. "o had then But e child,
aged 22 menths, "o breakfasted befwe uylight and pyt my wife and child
@ ths herse anl strapped as many blankets around themas they coul
manage and started for The Dalles, ’io snow being
deop and the traid bad nltnnlel; very sl ew. "o had & hard day's
Journey aad when night came upen us we had not ;:a« over twelve
miles af the twenty-twe but had to stop. “e md resched am eoid shaok
enoond of which had been toi-n away, dbut p-m s 1t was it was undoubtedly
the means of meping us alive f or we shPely would hmve perished had we
net faund shel or frem seme kind and wood tommke & fire, “e seon had
& rearing fire which we made fram the floer of the building, ¥e
wrappeduy wife and the ohild in tlmblankets amd they managed teo
Bot a 1little sleep. My brother-in-law aad myself stayed up all
night kesping the fire going. 'fhat night was ems of the celdest ef
8ll winter and I thinkthe ceMestoever lmown in Washingtem. Early the
aext merning we resumed cur journey and traveled hard allday and
reachod ‘he “alles late tha. evening, laving eaten nothing sinse
our early hr;lkrnst befawre starting thetd0u0attd eut Gni®éPd frem
henees I had no everceat ani my brothsreinelaw were
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only aa an extra wrap & sert of cleak amd that he used to wrap the
ehild in befere the journey was coppleted,

:h- suffering « huma beings was semething terrible thoemugh
that long severe wintr,ami hat of steck sas mere terrible. Theusanis
of cattle, harses aml mules starved te death. I waded through snew
am coeld almost day md night traying te save my stock which was
meaning amd dying fer want of feed, I shall mver farget that horr ible
poried,

In 1867 whA wo mad o a trip te Humbeldt county, “alif,
Wo went dowm the ceasttwail which vas but an Indian pack trail, te
Sureka. "o md with us tirteen head o herses ant 300 head of
shoep. 4t Surela we hitohed feur of eur herses te thowmgen amd
: ear river bridge, '_"ho resd

L 4

started en & wagm read dewa the ceast te N
was very wet and slippery, it deing a rainy day and alse was very
sidling ani night cams en us before we seuld rsach any place te canmp,
Wo missed the read ami got lest, Itwas dark, rainy amd feggy and
in endeavoring te regain the road, ti® wagon in which was my wife and
foeur children,the youmge st «f which ms fouwr weeks old and the eldest
but seven years eld, was upsot ami the eccupants were all caught
bonoath the bex which luckily turmed upside down. I seen pulled it
from ever tienm and was glad tefind that nems of them was hurt, “e were
obliged to staythere all night in the mud amd rainas the wagon tongwe
was broken and W coeuld ge ne farther and didnot know which way te ge
if 1t had been pessible teo geo any. “eo spread owr beds dowmn in the watsr
and mud, got the driest bedding ad put the childrem te bed,after which
I went in search of & heuse but found nme. Iis next merning we went
balik three miles te a house and there we nalo rcady te resume owr
Journey,

Like many othsr pleneers we have Been the rough side eof life
wut through it all we have came all right, and now where we once saw
acres and acres & untilled greund and bunch grass, wm see beautiful
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fieldsef wheat, eats, barley, com, potatces, vegetables of all kinds
anl thebest « frult:s aad plnty of theme I have spent ferty five years
am the frentier, haring emigrated te Illinois when the Indian trails

woere yot plainly visible, “e have umdergens many bardships te make
a cenfertableheme for macivos and children. “e mave fought Indians;
neen where the bull :ts flew thick ami fast have seen many fall and
die and many others woeunded; have climbed mountaing ever deep snew
swam many & streamk, eaten eof the bitter bread of hunger, suffered
much frem celd, wet mmd fatigus, » ver had any of the luxuries ef
1ife andat tire hee beem deprived of the mscessities but notwithstandimg
all this I am still of the dispositien and spirit ef that eld here, the
groeatest here of his day,Pr, "nitman, whe cressed the Xookiss on
horseback in 1842 in milﬂ.lnter' to save Oregen, "axhingtin anl part
of Ualifernia from mll ng imte the hemds of th"Britiah, there

b_:h;; ne telegraph wires neor railreads at that time, He did
it willinglye

I wll % 66 years old the 18tk o March aml have never veted
B ut far twe presidents, h.wing almost always resided in a territery
andwarld not emigrate te a new country if I theught I eeuld de any
ooed by se deing, "o have lived en , owned eand impreved soven places
in Klickitat oountf that are teday valushle places, and have
Puilt five dwelling houses fer eur ewn use, I mve passed through
the Idian war, experienced the secverest winter ever kmown in
this western country, have oressed the Cascade mountains fourteem
times anl my family is ome efthe fowr remining amilies ecut of the
thir ty that we found here when we came te this coumntry,

mui‘l 8 ) Bh.l't.



