Fort gincoe, “,T. Sept. 6,1857
511et, J.K., 2nd Lt, 9th Infyl
1) enclosures transmitting proceedings of a bosrd of survey held st
this post on the 15 August,1857 :
Fort Simcoe, W.T,
Sept. 6th [sic] 1857
S8ir:; I have the honor to inclose herewith the proceedings of of @
board of survey which convened st this post on or about the 15th dsy
of Auygust, 1857
I en sir, very respectfully
your obt servant .. e Allen
2d Lieut Sth Infantry
i

o 2vt. B.t. Bewman S, Clarke

U.S. Army, Sen francisco,California

Proceedinzs of a oard of survey which convened at Fort  imcoe

%.T. on 25th day of August, 1857 by virtue of the folldwing order
Post Order No. 60, Fort Simcoe W.T, Aug 15, 1857

In consequence of continuel complaints mede to the commanding officer

in regzerd to different articles of subsistence of leste issue to the
commend by the acting commissary of subsistence & beoard of survey to
consist of:
Capt., J.J. Archer, 9th infantry
vapt, H.,M., Black, 9th infantry
Capt, J.7. Frazer 9th infantry
1st Lt, J,%, Carr
Asste. Surgeon #, Hegar, med dept...will assemble at the subsistence
storehouse at 10 O'clock a.m. tomorrow and nrke a careful inspection of
escharticle of subsistence 3'ores now in the hands of thet officer for

issue to thetroops. The board will report the present condition of the
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stores and as far as possible their oriziral quality end cost price
if In either respect tlhiey sre round to be inferior to the standard
wuality 4issued in the U.S. Army the board will report if it can be
pfxexxtxkxxemx ascertained to what such conditlon of the stores is to
be ascribed and iIn cese any articles are found to be entirely unfit
of er isauve to the troops or for issues according to thesubsistence
regulations the board will of fer k® recomiendst ions as to the disposition .
to be made of them. ‘he ekamination of the “osrd must be thorough
and itsrepa t minute and specific stating distinctly 1f it cen be
ascerteined what offbeer ought to be held responsible for the inferior
condition or quelity of the stores if a ¥ such ere fand in t he s tore
house,

Gar nett

By Order of Ma jor
Signed ... “lexander

2nd Lieut 9th infantry post adjutant

The bosrd met in pursuance of the above. order
Present 811 the members,

The boerd proceeded to inspect each article of subsistence stares in
the hands of the A.A.C. Jesse K. Allen 2nd 1lt. Oth infantry when.af ter
oe'veful examinetion the {sic] found then to be as follows®
Pork 1st-S1ix helf barrels packed according to braen: in Boston, Hass,
invoiqed tothis post 12th of June, 1857 by lst Lieut James van Voast 9th
“afantry @.8. .. Yo't Dalles , 0.T. at 11 1/4 cents per lab. Opiginal
qulal.ity good. Packinz good. "resent co dition good,

ad-highteen berrels packed according to brand partly New York
partly a# Jeffersonville, Ie but brend more or le s defaced. ’he quality
of pork contained differeat from what the brands warrent d it to be
This pork was invoiced by 1lst Lt. James Van Voasst 9th Enf‘y B.8.Ce8. Fort
Lalles o.7T. August 3 1857 at 21 centaper 1b. Orig inel quality inlerior
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believed to be most of es.Packing good present condition teinted
and risty gives according toc experirment made by the board a 1ldss of
about 50 per cent in cookinge. The board therefore c o:sidersthis
quality of pork unfit for issue to the troops and recommends it to be
s80ld by the /+4, Comsy of this poste.

3rd Three hundr ¢ andseventy pounds packed in sacks remained
on hand at the com issary Dept of th!s pcst from last years expedition
during which it was carried pecked on mules. Yost price 11 1/4 cent:
per pound, Original quality good. Packing z00od as the occaslon can
acdmit present zuality rencid,unfit for issue from age and went ofbrine
recomuended to be sold.

BACON~Fifteen thousand nine hundred end sixty six pounds. Inv-iced
at 20 1 /4 partly Bxxamd and 21 cents partly end sent to this post
by 1lst Lieut Jemes Van Voast 9th Infantry s.a.c.s. Fort Palles, 0.T.
since March 1lst, 1857 and up to “uzst the 6th 1857 Orizinael quality
could not be determined by the brind. Present condition of a soft rancid
and unfit for issue emcept one hundr & pounds The voard recomuended
the remaining fift en thousand sight hundr d end sixty six pounds
to he sold,

HAM=Eighteen hundre’ snd seventy six pounds (18%6 1lbs) cost
price 21 cents pcr pound, Original quality amd present condlition good.

Lost price f9.50 per bsrrel,

FLOUR=Une hundred and forty nine sacks

Origlal quality and present condition good
CORNMFAL-lthree barrels., “ost price &fdxcemts' 5 1/4 cents per 1b,
Original quality =d preéent condition cood,

H.BHF!D-r irteen hundredend forty-one pounds. Gcst price 9 cents
per lb. Original quality sup osed-good, »r sent condition old amd herd
but as good a&s ~ sn be expected dwe to conditions,

BEANS=Fifty bushels=Cost price ¥3.00 prr bushel, “uality and

condition good.
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RICR~-‘welve hundred and fifty seven pounds, Cost price 11 cénts &
8 cents per prund. “uelity and condition good.

COFrE-Twelve hundred and fifty threocpounds. Involced by 1lst Eleut
James Van Vomst 9th Infy a.a.c.s. Fort ¥alles 0,T. Jyne 12bh ,1857
at 15 1/2 cents per 188,1b. Original inferior present condition
many bad grains, 20 per cent under the standard in the opinion of the

board it has not eese 8ince purchase, %ney would recomzend ¢to 1ssue

at 20 per cent discount, _

£-0ne hundred and seventy onepounds., Involced by Let. Liecut James

Van Voast 9th Infy e.m c.s., Port Dalles 0.T. Aygust 3, 1857 at 15 1/2
cents per 1b. Original quality inferior , nresent condition containing

many bad grais 20 per cent below the standard. Not .,. since purchased
#s far as the board i1s able to determine they recommend its i:scue at 20
per cent discount, .

Suger l-‘wenty five hundrcd and fwenty four pounds., Lvoiced by lst
Ly, James Ven Voast 9th Infantry @a.a.c.s. Fort Dalles 0.T. June 12,1857
at 12 1/2 cents per pound. Orizinel quality and present condition good.

2-fhirty-two hundred and twelve pounds, Invoiced by 1st Lieut.
“emes Van Woast 9th ‘nfantry 8.8.0.s. Fort Delles O.T. August 3
1857 &t 15 1/4 cents per 1b, Origiﬂal quality inferior. Present
condition i-ferior but not sufficliently so a3 to suthorize a change in
issue,

ITECARB=- fhree hundred and seven gnllons of vinegar, Invoiced
by 1ste Lieut James Yan Voast 9th infry. a.s.c.s. Fort Dalles O,T.
Auzust 13, 1857 at 40 cents per gallon. Originel quality gzood .
Present condition good . fhe boerd:s opinion thet 1t is not of that
brand whddid of which it bears ie cider vinezerd .... preparsd vinegar,

SOAP--Shree hundred and fifty five pounds white. Invciced by 1st

v

Lieut James ‘an Vos t 9th infty a.a.c.s8. Fort Dalles 0.T,

by verious trains between the 5th of June and 3rd of Aygust 1857
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at 8 cents per 1b original the board caniot proncunce on it. On its
- present corditlion having not reccived any irf aomation omxkkixzxubjizck as
thishe object b¥ils soap was was intended for with rejard to its 1saue
to the troops the board considers it unfit for issue. *he color of
the cloth thelr ..... Injures the hends of théese soe 8nud persons using

it and 1f the quallty of sop used to cffect a certaln ammunt of we hing
is teken as a mea ure 4f appears far unferior to the ordinary standard
of rosin soap (?) the board therefore recommended this sogp tobe turned
over to the quartermaster depaoktment ofthis post to be used by hinm as
he may deem proper for various purposcs,

'B-fhree hundred end ninety five pounds brown soap 1invoiced by

1st Tieut James Van Yoast 9th #-4,c.S, Fort Dalles 0.T. by various
treins between the Sth of June end 3rd of Angust, 1857 at 8 cents per
pound brsnd chemicelly prepared olive soap helieved to be very inlerior
quality of rosin soap originel very inferior. Fresent condition
corresponding to its original quality and cheracter it haes in the opihion
of the board not deteriorated since_purchase. It is not compsct but

erumbles et & light pressurc or fell end more thaen thset twice the
fRuantity is required to effect the same emount f washing as from
ordinary sood resin sosp . The board t herefore recomnendas it fobe
issued st 100 per cent discount,

CATDLS(?)-fhree hundred and forty s ix pounds. Invoiced by lst Lieut,
qames Ven voast 9th Infantry Fo- ¢t Valles 0.T. June 12th ,1857 partly
August 3, 1857 as sperm candles st 55 cents per pound, Original
quality and present ccndition “he board found these candles iavoiced as

sperm candles not km tobe such but to be a ., ... and 83 such pronouced
them good,

SALT-Twenty two berrels. Suality end condition good. Price ¥1.50
per bushel,

DR.PEACHTE=Five hundred and twenty seven pounds. “wality end
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conéition good. Cost 28 cents per pound,

DRIFD APPIES=Three hundred ninety five pounds. “uelity and condition
goode Cost price 15 centa per pound.

POTATOES—1wenty six bushels. “uslity and co dition go d. Cost price
¥2.50 per bushel

MOLASSES=Sixty three gallons. “nality end condition good. Cost pric e
96 centsper ~allon. in accordance to thefacts above stated the board
cen sttach no blame to 2d Lieut %88 Jesse K. Allen 9th
{nfantry a.8.c.8. of this post for the inferior quality and bad
condition of sy of the sbove s0 far spdcified articles of subsistence
stores, It willbe impossible for the board to state distinctiy whet
officer ought to be held responsible for their 'nferlor condition end
quality since this 5oard has no means to examlne sufficlently
1nto metters and tronsactions thet occurred beyond thispost,

In several of the sbove articles found of inferior quality the
facts as far =83 ascerteined byth!s board seem to indicate that the
respvonsibil ity rests more or less with the purchesing officer. These
articles sre coffee 1lst and 2nd 1-t:- soep lst and 2d lot but from the eason
a~ove given the board refrains from expressing another opinion in
the case of 18 berrels of pork, ' The boerd report t he same opinion
adding the influence of age which in inferior articles are more rapid
ende xtensive. Yith regard to 370 pounds of old pork no bleme cm
be attached to either purchaser or transporting officer being the result
of circumstences which could not be avolded. ‘he board isuneble
to determine where the responsibility with rezard to the bacon rests
having no aatae [81c???] to thet effect v th regerd to the candles the
board is unable to determine lhow the dlscrepency beticen the invoice
& articles sent o:cured,

‘fhe board having no further bus lness before them adjourned.

bigned. A, Hegar asst. surgeon U.S5. A rmy, recordepr
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Signed J.J. Archer
Captalin 9th infentry, president,
H,!. Black, captsln 9th infantry
J.W {(or W) Prazer,captsin, 9th infantry.

G*y, Carr

Headquerters Fort Simcoe #*T. lst Lieut 9th infantry
August 18, 1857

“he above 1s a true cony of the original,

Signed J.B.S. (?) Alexander 9th iInfty. ‘ost adjutant

Fort “imcoe, W.T. A ugust 18,1857
The proceedin-s of the boserd of survey as above reported are approved
and confirmed. Theacting commisssry of subsi:stence w' 1l sell at public
auction satthis plece on the 15th proximo to the hiches bidder the stores
wiich weré condemmed to be s0ld by the bosrd., He wl 11 cause timely notice
of the sales to be given 8t the Dalles, Vacocuver, Cascades & Portland.

He %111 send s copy of these proceedings to the acting com issary of
subsistence at the Depot at Fort Dalles w th @ reauest that he will
replace with good stores the delficiency inthe supply for the winter thus
caused by the action of the board. # cony will be also sent the Depar tpant
headquarters for the information of the Department Comman der end chief
of the subsistence depertment of the Pacific Coast.

8igned RS, Carnett
Ha jor 9th Infentry

comzanding Fost,



War Dept. Letters Rec'd. 54-58_ Fort Steilacoom W.T, January 23,1858
Silas Caseg, Lt. Col., 9th Infy. comy. post.
Communication with rezard to the Indian Chief Leschi.
Fort Steilacoom Washingta ‘y.
January 23, 1858
Colonel:
I would most respectfully bring tb the notice of the Secretary
of War and also of the President the cese of the Indim chief Leachi
now in confinement atthis post .and under agntence of death for murder.
Most of the circumstances of the case have at various tlmes been
communicated to the Head Quarters of the Department of the Pacifle
but inasmuch as they may possibly not have besentrought to the notice of
the Secretary of War I will make a brief statement with regard to the
matter, direct bo the Department of War, inasmuch as prompt sction is
desirable,

Leschi was one of the chiefs who was engared in thewar which was conducted
by myself agairst the Indims iIn the vicinity of Puget Sound during the
winter and spring of 1856, Being defeated am@ driven from thelir strong
holds the chief with s everal others and their people took refuge
across the mountainsj Leschl then surrendered himself to Colonel “right

(who com anded in that district) and had his promise of protection
so far 88 he could extend 1t,

Colonsl ¥right informed me of the fact of the surrender and in my
reply to him 1s the follow ng sentence:"With r egerd to Leschi,
Kitsap, Welson and their people, I am of the opinlon k= that the
Indians of the sound Im ve been suffilciently punished and that they
should be permitted to return. There is howrver & strong feeling
ageinst them with the people on this side and there might be danger
of some one shcoting them,"

Leschl returned and comnunicated the fact to me, I advised him

to keep mway until the atrong pre judice which existed against him in

the mimis of some persons had subsided., Whilst thus awaiting a change
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of feeling wihh regard to him, he was tr acherously taken by two Indlans
who falsely reprcsented to him that I wished to see him. He was taken
to Olympia end from there sent downto me for confinement on a
committal from the ~ivil euthority.

I have been i-formed that hhe Indlans who treacherously delivered up
their chief received a resard of five hundr:d dollars ¥(500) Inasmuch
as most of the Indiens who had bsen engaged in killing persons (hot in
battle) had teen put to death, and that they appeared subdued, I thought
it best for all that a peace should prevall end good feeling again establishe

Let i1t be borne In mind that Leschi was sent to me for confinement

on the 1l6th of Tovember, 1856, and that there had been no depredations
comnitted by the Indians since the first week in March of the same

year although many of them who had not been engaged In war have never=-
theless been shot down by lawless men., The immediabe cause of the war was
from what I can lesarn the endcavor to force upon the Indiens an
wacceptable treety. If the Cnlef Leschi 1s to be held responsible
for the scts of his people during the war, it is certainly inaurursting
a newpolicy inthe government of the Hepublic which should receive
the sancticn of its chlef executive of ficer hefore being acted upon.

I have had considerable experience in Indie warfere smmd I have never
known an instsnce invhich civil courts took cosnizance of acts comuitted
in war, War it ever done in élorida? I Believinz then as I do now
that the committénz the chief Leschi by the civil authority after he had
surrendered himself to “olonel wright, the rights of war were violated
7yt my respect for that authority was such thet I receiwd him and put
him in confinement . I left thepost in January, 1857 a nd returned
in December th@sd the ssme year. I found on my return that the Indian
was stlll Iin the guard house under sentence of death for the murder
of a Mr, Moses, I was informed that he was mamx conviected on the test-

imony of one man eé from the nature of the ground , it wass very improbable
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thet the testimony could be true.

Lieut. Kautg, Ur, Tolmie md Mr, Tidd, the latter was with the party
of #p, YMoses when he was killed, went to the ground and measured it. They
havemade a map endfiled their affidavits in the matter. On examinat lon
I consider 1t almost physically impossible that the mxxkzeimux testimonyg
which Emzxisgdx convicted him can be true. In fact it 1s notorious
that the Ipndlan who killedMoses is now on the reservutlon, Leschi was
sent#anced to be hung on the 22nd of danuary , 1358, I addressédd
to the governor the communk ation marked A. 1l received no reply, but

t he governor came down & few days after and heard counsel in the
matter. The argument B8 presented by the counscl why the execution
should be stayed was to my mind eonclusive, In fact I did not
hear a contrary opinion, and I lmve since teen told that the qovernor
went away from here fully resotrved to grent a respite. However he did

not from some cause interfere,

‘he knowle dge that the ;hief Leischl was under sentence of death
caused great excitement amongst the Indlans over a large extent of
territory , from the Straits of Faea to the Columbila river, and across
the Cascade range of mountains. They could not ®mm understand how they
could be made accountable to any other authority when the "hite Chief
who ected underthe immediat e order of their gre ¢t Father hed promiced

them protection. I found it diffimalt so to reply to t heir questions
that the military could be exonerated from treachery toward them.

dgny of the settlers fro this nelghborhood told me , they could
not remain on their claims should the execution take place. ligtwithsstanding
all this I resolved to throw no impediment in the way of the execution
of the Indian., It was the act of the civil law and it was not the
first time that I kmwr had exhiblted my regard for its soverignity, I
rfused on a former occasion to acknowls dg: Martial Law in this
Territory, athough proclaimed by its executive. The dey upcn which the
execution was to taeke place the Sheriff of the County applied to me
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for a guard. He was somewhat mistaken in my reply to him, iﬁich caused
the communication from the Governor Marked B, My answer (marked Cy
e plalns Just what I d4id s:=y. On the mornin g of the 22nd ome1uary-.
the sheriff informed me the: he had summoned about fifty (50) men
amonsz them I ascertained were nearly dal 1 of the employees of the
Quarter HMaster, 1 told him that under the circumstances I did not
wish to compromise the Militery more than possible, but that I would
have a guard held In readiness comnanded by ean officer to act oromptly
ir case of necessity.,

I gave orders to the Officer of tle Day tot um the pr isoner over
to the sheriff on demand; the gallows was erected and I 1#d no doubt
but thet the exccuticn would becarried out. I afterwards learned that
no demand for the prisoner had been mede, that by thearrest of tre
sheriff on clvil process, the execution had beendslayed, until after the
time ordered by the court.

I 8t111 hold the Iindian 1~ confinernent and desisn doines 8o unless b
he in the meantime is released by a writ of habeas corpus when the
court which meets the third Tuesday in March next acts in the matter.
Believing humanity, good policy and above 41l justice requires it; I
earnest 1y request thet the executive would promptly if possible
Interpose enc cause his release., I am Infamed by the prisoners (sic)
counsel that he intends forwarding the le(damsged by preforsat lon on
originel copy) documents connected with the case.

Mery “egpectfully
Your Obt. Servant
S1laes “asey

Lieut. Yol. 9th Infy.
col 3, Cooper, Comdy. Bost.

Ad jutent General, U.S. Army,Washl gton,D.C.



War Dept. Letters Hsc'd. 54-58
Head Quarters Department of Oregon
Fort Vancouver, *,T,
Yovember 2nd, 1858
Bir:

I have the honeor to report that the state of the service asregards
the disposition of the Indilans int Yis department has not sh-nged
since my last communication of the 29th ultimo., Nothing has been
heard from Colville to confirm the rumors which were circulated on
my arrivel and I am inclined toc believe they had but little foundation.

The Indians in tnis section of the country are entirely different
from the great nomadic tribes of the plains who own and roam over vast
reglons in search of plunder % game and all of whose instincts are
warlike. The tribes of Was‘nington © Oregon territories with the
exception of those residing near the Rocky Mouﬁtains are small in
number each occupylng & territory from which in meny cases they obtain
a meager subslstence. The sub dicisions of those Indians into tribes
are very numerous. Those tribes residing on the Columbia river and its
tributaries subsist prineipally upon fish, particularly the salmon
whose annual migrat ion up these rivers forms one of the great
curisotieies of nature. Other tribes live on roots, berries and such
wild frults as the country affords & in times of great starvation
they obtain from the moss of the country, which is very abundent,

a glutenous subsisteance that supports 1life. The same same¢ improvidence
which characterizes the Indian race elsewhere, is seen here, attended
by the same results and it is not too much to predict that the red
men of Amekica wlll gradually disappear sbout the same time s from
the different sections of the country,

From the different languages, interests and Jjealousies existing

amony so many different tribes, a coalition of all of them in one

common cause 1is impossible, indeed the events of the past sumver have
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gshewn the difficulties which recniredtxmx to be surmounted before
a small ~umber could be made to sct together and these difficulties
JIxxxufxaiix are out of all proportion to the advantages Xx & facilities
the t roops possess te ¢ rush them. If the reports I hge receivcd be correct
ancther coalition by these Indians will never be attempted.

For the welfsre of the Indians as well as the better security of
the white settlers Iwuld respectfully recommend that the Indians of
tris department be placed on reservations asslgned to them by the
government for thelr support , & subsistence. A system of iInstruction
in cultivating the soll appliable to them should also be adopted
with a proper prov sion of seeds % implements for their use.

,Laus should also be passed defininc their position & thelr rights
upon these reservetionswhich would be convenlent to the militery
stations that all controversies bet.cen them and the settlers may be
decided on the spot & that the Indians could have a market for his pro=-
duce when desiring to dispose of 1it.

To secure the emigrant route to this department from the frontiers
of Missiourl I shall establish a post in the spring In the vicinilty
of Fort Boise , on “nake river, soms tw hundred & thirty miles
from Fort Yalla walla., At least f£xmm four companies should garrism
this point, two of foot and tw of mounted force. The mad 1s &
good one from Fort Wglla Wella and it can be supplied from that point.
I also respectfully recommend a post near Fort Hall on the same route
but would advise that the carrlison as well as the supplies be furnished
gggmepartmeht of Utah , for reasons of economy & supervision.

As soon as the season will permit I shall establish a arrison of
at least four companies in the vicinity of (Colville==-to protect the
interesta of the citizens in that quar ter and serve as a check
upon the Iindian tribes who were so lst ely hostile.

The estahlishment of the above mentioned posts is considered
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subject to the revision of higher authority.
I enclose a copy of my instructions to the Hev, P,J. De"met
who 1t will be seen has proceeded to the Coeur d'Alene !iission by my
direcction to visit the Indians of that viecinity for the purpose
of observing their disposition and to council them to observe most
faithfully 8ll the conditions they have promised to fulfill towards the
Governm-nt and its citigens,

L am sir, very resp ctfully

Your obt. servt,

Wm. *arney

Brigadier Genersl, commending
Tne Assistant Adjutant General

Head “uarters of the “rmy, New York City
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