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i Office Supt. Ind, Affairs,

Oregon “ity, Oct. 10,1856

cirs I em much %% to have to m nounce to you s xemmexixaf renewal of
hostilities asmonz the Indiane east of the Cascade Hountseins and that

half of the very powerfiul and hitherto friendly tribe of Hes Perces Indians
have joimed the war party. I retumed on 8th inest. from o hurrled trip

to the Dalles , The Indians in the immediate nelghborhood of the Dalles
appear to be friendly disposed and many of them that havo been engaged

in the war ..o now say tha they are tired of it and will not en:ege in

it again, Many of them are in a destitute condition smmd I hope that by
kind and humane trestment we may prevent them from again engsging in the
war. Agent R, ", Thompson informed me that 2837

there some twenty lodges of the “nake Im@tsms tribe of Indisns within . -
two days time of the Dalb s who desire to come in and wl i1ter under the ocare
and protection of tho agent. We thought it would be wel 1l to have them come
and that by treasting them kindly through the winter the feeling of the tribe
towards the whites might be changed for the better. Thoy have been hostile
to the whites for severnl yem s and have committed many depredetions upon
the over lend emigrants to Oregone. I coincide with the plans proposed by
Mr, Thompson end hope and believe thet this course of treetment will

lesd to friendly intercourse with the “nake Tribes and ultimately to a
favorable treasty with the:, I fear that the knowlcdge of the fact

that the Ves Perces hsve taken up emms ageinst us will cause considerable
disquiet and unecasiness emong the Indilens upon the reservaetion,

The Indians e st of the Cascade Mountains In the im-ediate charge of
Agent ’rhompson should be located upon their reservation as soon 28 it can
be done with 8 fety which will not be until the war in the north is
closed. It will be necessary to subsist them through the winter and it is

hoped the war will close in time to allow the removing of them to the
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reservation early enough to put in spring crops.
\'er-y respectfully e to,
A+ Hedges,
supt, Ind. “ffairs
Hon, Geo. W. “anypenny, Comm, Ind. “f‘f’airs, Wsnshimgton City, D.C.
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orfice Suypt, Indien Afrairs,
Oregon City, Pec. 16,1858
3ir:

Yours of 8th inst. 18 before me. ‘he state of things existing in your
sgency, the destitute condition of the Indisns and the entire want of
provisions and funds with which to relieve them, 1s very unfortunste, my
very unpleasant to you and at the ssme time as far as thls office 1s
concerned, unavoldable,

Immediately after my return from your plece the mall steamer brought
a report that Dennison was gppointed agent and that his comai sion would
come by the next states mall, I waited two steemeras expecting to recelve
the appointment to rellieve you and with him some flour, Said second steamer
howsver broucht no sgents app intment but did bring orders for me to
stop drawing drafts and notifying me the the pollcy of feeding Indians
in large n.mbers wes not contemplated by the Department, thet no funds
wire on hond for thet purpose and t he it must be discontinued.

The absolute necessity of Limdtmx feeding these Indians has been
urged upon the commissioner by every mall since I took cherge of thils
officey your estimete for this quarter waes forw rded to iiashington by
the first mail in October. *he f ot that these Indlans (Wascos and
Deschutes) must be fed or fought; the necessity for the credit of our
government for the seske of humanity and for retaining the cof idence of
the Indians of complylng with the promises of Supt, Palmer and vourself
by which those indians have becn kept friendly during the late war, has
been strongly urged in my lettors to the ocommlasioner, Whet he will do
I know note I believe that flour purchased upoﬁ the credit of the
govermment with which to feed these indtans would be paid for but I
cannot say when, I have now no money and no means of getting it except

by remittance from Washington. If my estimate forwsrded first meil in
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Ustober mmmakx meets with favor and immediaste sotion funds may be
expected by the first maill in January if the Comm, has the funds to send,
Cen, Palmer's estimste for the year endin: June 30th, 1857 did not reach
Washington 1in time to obtain its places in the eammriieom approprid ions
by Congress for Indian affairs in Ore:on and consequently the
apportionment made are meagre and totally and ,.. inadequate for the neccssi
e8 of the ervice, I have just purchased ten tons of flour on the credit
of the government and will forword it to you immediately tobe issued in
such cases as you find it indispensably necessary, It will not do to
oommence & reguler issue of flowr until we know thet it cen be kept up and
have funds to purchn:e with or the approval of the heads of the Indian
Department. I hope this flour will enable you to satisfy the present
of your Indians until we do hear something definitefrom Washington, but
if absolute necsasity requires the piurchase of beef and other
su'plies and your can purchase upon the credit of the government it
willl doubtless be anfe to do so , for I can ot think the heasd of our
Department can fail to appove of expenditures so necessary and
sanctioned by every principle of honor and humanity,.
Very Respectfully
a. Hedges
Supt. Ind, #ffairs
R.R., Thompson, “Esq.
Indian Agent,
Dg11es, o,T,
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Dear Sirt Oregon Y ty, January 30,1887
I have anxiously expected an & swer to my communicatlon of 16th

Ygeember which accompanied a sh'pment of f£lour for your use, but although
9AR3048030ddd rumors have reached me of extreme suffering emong the
Indians 60 under your charge, I have not peceiwd a word from you upan the
subject or in acknowledgement (sic) of the receipt of the flour above
menti ned, Tet me hesar from you immedlately.

\‘ery respectfully e tcs
R.R. Thompson, €5Q, A "Hedges, Supt. Ind. A ffgirs

Indien Agent, Dalles, 0,T,
office Supt, Ind, “ffairs,
Orezon City, Feby 5, 1887
Dgar 8ir:

I have to Inform you that I have no funds on hand except for
payment of salaries of agents and cen only pmy your dreft of 29th Jany,
in favor of Biglow for four hundred dollers which has been presented at
this office udron your salary, If you desire to receive 1t in that way you
will sign the eaclosed receipt and imuedietely transmit 84 them to this
office, I wrote you on 2% 30th Jany inquiring into the situstion of Indien
affeirs with “ou, “hen I reccive an answer and em informed of your wants
I think I shell be able to furaish you what flour you mey want as parties
here are willing to furnish thst article upon the eredit of the
government,

I cennot congent and doc not intend to stop feeding those Indlans so
long as their necessities 8o urgently reculre it end food can be obtalned,.

I still hope that the treaty with the dgscoes will be sotisfled
80 thet we mey be enabled to remove them to the %arm Springs Reservation
during the a8 ring months, |

very ﬁeupectfully

R,R, Thompson, e3q, “, NMedges, Sypt. Ind.Affairs
Indlan Ave
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0ffice “upt, Ind. Affairs
Feby.
Oregon City, fmkx. 6th (or 26th) 1857
Dear Sir:

Sub agent #,V, Raymond has been designated to relieve you, You
will turn over to him all property of the Indian Pepertment in Four
posgession , taking proper recelpt therefor, I am sorry thst you have
found it necessary to reslgn your office. I fear that you are leaving
us at the very time when your influence amons thoge Indians will be
particularly needed,

very Respcctfully
A, Hedres, supt, Ind, Affdirs
R.,R. Thompson, Esq.
Indim Agent, Dalles, 0.7.
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DPe 313 Office Supt, Ind. Affairs, Oregon City
Peby, 26th, 1857

Doar sir:

You are hereby directed to proceed to Dalles, 0.T. and relicve
fgent R.R. Tmmxmx Thompsen, whose post as m agent of the Indlen Department
of the United States will then be mrde vacent , he having resigned his
offie ., #gent rhompaon will be directed to turn over to you s&ll property
of the Indim Dbpe1tment in his possession ypon your.execution of ¥k s
proper recelpt therefor., The management of the Indisns who will be
comnitted to your charge vi 11 require the exercise of much prudence and
care, The promises made them by Gen, Palmer ha&e not been complied with
for ressons which you are cognizent of, and you will be governed
sccordingly In your deoalings with them,

A3 moon as nossible after you arrival end assumption of the duties of
the poat , inform me of the situat ion of matters, Incur no expense
that ocan be avolded without first having the approval of this office,
Ten tons of flour wes shipped to Agent Thompson a few days since, for
which if 1t reaches the “alles after your arrival, you cen receipt
directly to this office.

"ery respectfully
A, Hedges,
W, %, Raymond, esq,
supte Inde, Affairs
Sub. Indian Agent,

Orezon City
[Raymond was then agent at Orand Ronde Rgservation]
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Syrs : - Oregon City, ¥arch 30,1857
Yours besring date at _Portlard on 27th inst and enclosing vour
official bond and oath qualifying you as an agent of the Unlted State:
for Indians in Oregon 18 recrived., The distridt assigned you is that at
present in charge of sub agent %.W. Rayuond and previously of Agent R,R,
Thompson, compris ing the whole of Opegon rerritoxy east of the Cascede
Bounteins and incl ding w. thin 1ts 1imits the cayuses, Umetillas,

i Vgneack and Spake +“ribes

“g1lla Wallas, “ascoes, Des “hutes, Sho-Sho-ney,
of Indians,
Your attention will for the present be psrticularly directed to the
Wasco's and the peShutes bands of “alla-“allaa, the principal part of
whom have remained friendly during the late war snd have been temporarily:
locsted in the ime diate vicinity of thc lJalles and under the especial
notice of Agent *nompson who is intimately acquainted with thcir wants
and pecularities end will doubtless with pleasure inform you concerning them
These Indiens were trented with by late Supt. Palmer on 25th Juno,1855 but
{ am not informéd as yot that X€xDm6xB2O0xOmAXOAEROxAX0 the trs: ity has
been ratified . I hone however thut it has been and that I may soon
receive instructions and funds to enable us to ect under it. I am
informed thsat many of these Indians desire to ¢ddddd remove to the
reservation provided for Iin that treaty and to cultivete gsrdens and make
othor improvements thereon by their own labor-s., I =mmm approve of this
and desire to encmrage them In so doing, to furnish seeds, agricultural
implements, a few tools and whatever else may be necessary to aid them in
their la ors;but untlil we are Informed of the ratification of the
tresety and the consequent permanent withdrawal of that reservetion from

white settlement I do not think 1t edvisable to make axten ive or

permanent dmprovements thereon en @ prefer to 1imit our operations
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to such a8 are necessary to en-p. 328 courege the Indians to labor for
thelr own subaistence, to secué thelr confidence mmd to prevent hostile
collisions with the white settlers and combinstion with hostile tribes,

You will procecd to the Dalles and coll npon #gent W.?, Raymond
who will be irs tructed to turn amzme over to you all property of the Indian
Yepartment in his possaession for wh! ch you will issue proper Quplicate
recelpts. You will doubtless receive among that property & copy of the laws,
regulations eto, of the Indian department with wh ch you ars expected to
meke yoursdlf familliarily acquainted and to begulded and governed thore =
byin all your acfs and expenditures, so far as 18 consistent W th
existing circumstances,

The utmost care is necessary that your vouchers state fully and
explicity the Om6xQmma precisec nature of the expenditures and the your
expenditures be confined to objects and am unts legitimate and author?i'zéﬁ-.
In your intercourse with the Indians 1t is éminiently desirahle thd you
exerclse that sound sicretion which wl 11 estsblish the confidence of the
Indiens in ~ourself end in the -overament you represent and +. tothe n
maintenance‘of thet peree and trenquility which is so necessary to the
prosperity of t@d0d0dG8sgd our territory evd to the successful
prosecution of the humene plans of our government for the civilization
of the Indiens ., You will keep this office constantly advised of the
wants of the service iIn your district and of all matters ‘oonnected with
‘ndian affalirs,

Very resp octfully
Ami P, Dennlson, esq, A, Hedges, Supt, Ind.Affairs

Indin agent, now at Portland, 0.T,
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Office “uperintendent Indian “ffairs
Salem, Oregon,July &, 785
Sipr:
I have concluded to dispense with the special Indien fgency
at Dog “tver end heve directed #pent John Cain to assume charge of the
few Indlana locatcd there and place them under the care of Local “gent
Towsend at the #hite Saelmon.

You will therefore inform Mr, Jenkins thet his services will be
dispensed with, You will secure from him any public property wh 'ch may
be in his possession and recelpt to Nim for the same,

You will also settle with him and give him mm duplicaete cortified
account for the amount due him,belng careful to state the commencement 43
and termination of his service end rate of compensation with such

other facts as may be important to e full understending of his ocleim,.

Respectfully ete,
Je¥i., Mesmith
Supte Ind, Affairs O, a d W,T,
To Aml Dennison, eaq.
Indian Agent,
Dalles, 0,T,



Microcopy 2, ‘oll 8, Oregon Suptoy. Ind. “ffairs 1848-73

Office Supt, Ind, “ffairs
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“alem, Oregon, July 15, 1857
Dear OenIl:

Your favor of the 2ad inst, reached me on the 13th iIn
relation to the demand for the surrender of the murders of Hdattice and
®olon I st1ll entertsin the same opinions thet I did vhen I saw you and
think that no omzamfmikpop- ortuntty shoild be allowed to pess w!thout
lmpressing upon the minds of the Indilans that the surren’er of ihkmim these
persons is the only terms upon which they csn expect a permanent pecce
with the govermment ., '

1 do not epprehend thet this course, if adopted, will tend to complicate
or increrse our difficulties with the Indlans. ‘he murders, four or
81x in number , are regarded by the majority of their own tribes as
outlaws and desperadoes whose outrageous conduct in the precipitet ion of
- the murders has brought war and 1its consomtent (%) evils upon the
remalnder of the tribe,.

Ierritory have always been taught in

The Indiansin this and ¥ashington
their intercourse with &km both the Hudson's Bay Company and the United
States government that ell murderers must be surrendered for frial and
impartisl trial, *he ludson Bay Yompany in thelr intercourse with them
80 fully impressed this upon their ninds that their wes never an
1nsﬁance of the murder of their people in which the prepertrators were
not pomrishmidx surrdndered,

The seme policy was pursued by our government in PeiBrdd 1849 end 1850
with the Puget ®ound Indians for the murder of “allace and the Cayuse
for the murder of Pr, Whitmen and family at Y“ella “alla. In both instances
the murderers were given up, fairly tried and hanged and their

trlbes expressed satisfuction at the result. In the case of the

surrender of the murderers of Wallace the tribes to which they belonged were
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induced to give them up by means of a large rewsrd offered by the Indien
Department.

The Cayuses surrendered the murderers of ¥nitman upon the demand of Yen,
Lgne, then governor and supt, of “ndian affairs, I have no doubt but $hat
L ¢ould obtein the murderers of Matice and Bolen by the of fer of ®x large
revards to the Indians but deem it inexpedient to do 8o md would
rather sec them feel that the government has the power sy d the will to
compel) them to comply with 1its just end reassoneble demands, Judging
from the past history end the present condition of these *ndians i
have no hesitancy in glving 1t as my opinion thet the murders should be
promptly demaended and the Indians fully impreesed with the ides that their
surrender 1s the only terms upon which they cm expect a permenent and
lesting pesce with the government

As to the time when the demand should be made you as the genl.,
in command with the full knowledge of your reesons should be the best judge
yet I do not believe that anything 1s tob s gsined by proofastination,
On the 2nd of June last I cave Agent R .H Lensdale orders to
procesd to the Dalles end Walla %alla to the i"".leut:lfz'ees\d country on urgent
business connected with the L dian Department, In my instructions T
directed him to call on Col,right for m escort in the event that he
deemed 1t necessary for ris protection, I also wrote Col, Wright
informing him of the duty upoh which lr, Lansdalehad been ordered and
requested that he wold fumish a small escort if 1t sho:d@d be nec-ssary
for his safety. Under date of June 22nd I received from Yol, Wpipht
@ comwunication in reply £0@0aba GHOBE0ROAEE from which the following is
en extract: "I have received vour comiunication of the 2nd inst,
Hr, Lensdale the agent has 1 ft for the ubper country. I was not able to
furnish him with an escort as I have no mounted troops at my
disposal. Since my return from the Dalles L recelved a communicetion

from Mr, Lansdale and in spesking of his request for m éscort he says:
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"Cole. Wright refuses an escort of five mounted men esked f or by me from
Wiglla Wella post to cross ing of 5nake river, reason, & standing order
not to grant escorts unless upon orders rcceived from Head “uarters Pacific
Dept. U.Sen,"

You will observe from the above ektract that Col. Yright gave Hre
Lansdale & different reeson from the cne given me for the refusal of the

escort,and he wsscompelled to employ at a heavy outlay, citizens for his
protection 1n mek in: the trip, If the reasson piven Mr, Lansdale 1s the

true one and such & order as he r-fers to exists, I mxmk would respectfully
request 1its modificstion so as to place s ome discretion on the commander
of posts in relation to furnishing escorts to the ,Indian depa tment
without submitting xx=m them to the grestdex delay incidental to
communicetion with Head Cuarters, Ordinarily it is seldom ‘hat an eccort

is necessary but circumstences do occasional ly erise wen 1t would be
highly immmxEsak cxpedient to have one for the safety of the sumrintendebt
or agent traveling to remote points when there is kmown to be danger

from small lurking bands of hostile Indians, Ya:or is scmetimes to be
apprehended from the .. in remiting largesums of money to egent on the
return and which the interests of the government should be protscted

by ordina y precautions,

“In the event genercl , of your desiring kmx it expedient to

modify the rules referred to so as to allow escort to be

furnished to the officers of this department in ocsses of necessity

I gusrtnec thst the privilege will not be abused nor escorts ever

asked for except in ceses of abaolute neceossity,

8110w me again to callyour attention to the nec ssity of reinfarciag

the post at the mouth of the Umpqua River with at least one additional
company + I regard it as the most importent poat in the terriﬁory and

the only point st which successful opp sitionchEnxie osn be interposcd

to prevent the late hostile Indiens on the cosst rescrvations from
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executing their constsnt threwts of retum ing soth along the coast
to their old homes,
¥ith a sincer desire to cooperate with you on the restoration and

maintenance of pe: ce

1 em eto,

J.%, Nesmith

Supt, Ind, Affairs » O @and « T

1o Brig, Oen, Clarke
Comranding Dept. Peoiflc

San Prancisco,Calif,
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‘ Office Sunt, Ind. Afrairs

Salem, Oregon, August 11,1857

Sir;
' I have the honor to acknowledge the recelpt of your favor of

the 25th ultimo enclosing & copy of special orders No., 95 in relation
to the reincofcement of Fort Umpqua,glso a copy of your letter of
instructions to Maj, Usrnett, USA of July 28th, The “ndlans are all
quiet at present with the exception of a few renegades in the U qua
Vélley who refuscd to go to the re ervation,
They are committing sanedepredations in that region ia the way of
killing stock end robbing homes,
“ have dispatched an agent to the Umpqua for the purpose of
endeavoring to bring them to the reserv tion.
There are also a few {ndiens In the south esstern portion of this
territory belonging to the Chita (?) andother remnant %tribes
on the cosst car the California line who are ix ,000" in connection
ith the Celifornie Indians, ceusing some trouble. I shall take immediste
steps to procure their removal to the Selitz reservstion,
I eam 8ir very resp ctfully
etc., J. ., Nesmith
Supt. Ind, “ffairs
Genle Clarke U.S.A,
Comdy Dept. Pacific

San Firancisco,“alif‘.
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De 397w office Puperintendent Ind. £4ffrs.

Salem, Oregon, Sent, 11,1857
Sir,

Referring to your letter of August 15th and my reply thereto of
fugust 24th, I have to ssy that * hae since com uniceted with Special
Agent Hobie who disclaims ever having grented Mr, Gerr (2 very indistinct)
any authority toact as agent, enclosed 18 & copy of Mr.Robie's leteer
which will explain to you nhia view of thc matter,

Mr, “ennison, who i1s a full Indian “gent at the Dalles granted

Bonner permission to trade in the J'ak«:ima country, but omitted to forward

Mr,
the paper to this office since my letter of “uzust 24th the papers have
been received by me and forwarded tc the commissioner of ‘ndlan Affairs
for his actione

I have approved of the action of Agent Dennision and directed him to
give MNr, £um Zrown the proper permit to continue to trade in the
indian country. Hr, Bpown in his ez plicatlion for license has complied
with all the requirements of the laws and regulations and has given the
proper bonds which malke him and his asscocistes respo sibls for any
violation of the intercourse laws wi thout proof of such violation
I have no power to deprive him of his license, So far as h is violation
of your pmkimiex police regulations 13 comcerned I annrehend that I have
no right to interfer in a mutter which is entirely #*m within your
control ., Mr, Hoble is still authorized to exercise the functlon of
special age 't for he Indians in the Yekima country.

Very respectfully etce
J. W, Vesmith
Supt. Inde Affairs O end W,T,

¥a jor R.S. CGarnett, USA
oth Infentry comdy,.

Fort Simcoe
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Saslem, Crezon, September 11, 1857
®ir:; Encloscd I have the honor to forwerd to you the reports of Agent
#.T, Simmons in charge of Puget Sound District “ashington Terri‘cory and
T,J. Hanna, head agent at Port Tommsend in relation to themurder
of Yol,J Fbey at his residence on “hidby's Island,

The Indians who perpertrated this ontrage are from the British
possesslons to the northward of Puget Sowund. They are a flerce, warlike
and athletic race superior in every respsct to any Indtans on the Pacifio
Coast, *hese Indians have large cenoes some of whtoh =111l oarry one hundred
men and In which they proced to sea with perfects afety,

For several yeors they have been in the habit of visiting the settlements
on the So'nd sometime for the purpose of trade and at other times
to commnit depredations on our people, The mannet csnnoes (aic)
possessed by these Indians affords them the most repid facilities for
comrunicetion with all portions of our settlements on the So.md, They are
well supplied mikx with yuma arms and 2 munition prooured f rom the British
traders of the north ed possess the power to inflict g rect injurk upon the

scatter-d end defenceless settlements within their resch.

In order to afford protection to our peonle thefr should be one or two
small armedstesmers stationed at or nemr the straith® of Pucca to intercept
the bands of foreisn maurauders who are constantly making warlike
inoursions into the sound/

*f some such protection 18 not afforded by the government thire is
denger of the entirc settlement being broken up.
Very respectfully your
Obdt. servent
J.W. Nesmith, Supt. Ind.
Hon J,7. ¥mxizx Denver Lhffelrs O end W,T,

Comuiss foner “nd, 4ffair " {“ashington, D.c,
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De 398 Office Supt, Ind, 4ffairs, Salem, Ore. Sept, 11,1857
“ir: I have the horor to REmamik transmit herewithﬁtggeﬁpplication,
recomunendation, bond mamix involces end license of “roén etc, who
have anpplied for license to trade with the Y1ackitats and Yakema Indians
all of which are submitted or your approvsl,. Reapectfully eltoe
‘ J.'/. Nesmith, Supt, Indian “ffairs

Hon J.%. Denver, Commissioner +nd,. 0 and % T,

A . eDe G
ffairs, "ash Supt. Ind, Affairs

Salem, Oreron, Sent. 11, 1857
81ir: Acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the lst 1ng§:§2§
enclos ing the papers in relstion to the anpointment of E.S, ©€88n for
license to trade in the Yakima country, I have to say that yow action In
the primises are annroved of by me. The paper will be forwarded to
the com issioner of Indien Affairs by next mall for his action, .in
the meantime lir, “onner will be allowed to prosecute his trede under a
permit from you for thet purnose. in relatim to the difficulty

beteen Mr. Bonner and Hajor g

arnett £¥0Beé have no disposition to interfer
L{f the Major has invaded the r ight of¥r, Bonner the latter has
is remedy in the courts. i
I enclose for your con, & letter for ¥Yaj., Carnett on the subject
which you are at llherty to read and will please forward to the major by
first opportun ty.
tery re pectfully
J.%, Nesmith, supt, Ind,

P. Dennison, Ind. 8gt.Dalle , 0,T. 4ffairs0 and #,7,



