The Dalles
Ecomomics

O: Friday of last we=k Bank Examiner Clary refused to allow the
doors of the Dalles National bank of The Dalles to oren.

This decision was e ched after an investigation e xtending
over two weeks, lthough the bank officers protested against any
such action and claim that the institution is perfectly solvent
and wi 11 be able to pay all depositors in full.

The bankvas established in 1887 with a capitl stock of
$50,000 and fpr the past ten years has boen under the management
of M.A. lloody, as cashier, The bank withstood the panic
of 1893 apparantly without strain and its present difficulties
are said to be due to the continued low prices of wool and to the
accommodations of sheep men. ‘he directors of the bank are
ex-Governor %.F. M ody, Charles Hilton and G.A. Ibbgue~-Yakima

Herald, May 13, 1897.



Coffins
1895

Lewiston, Indims of NP b‘egan to receive the %650,000 in cash

government paid for ressrvtion, Cof fin Bros had tent erected

nea’r' reserve at Tewiston, found that a 8 rry-go-round was tgking
business. “ester bought mach! ery, beass band, gheezing engine a d
all, carted it o er to h's tent and cave every Indian who bought

gocds there a free ride as long as they ¢ ered



Taxes

Washingto , Jan. 28-- A reduction of 25 per cent on the taxes of earned
income up to $20 4000 was voted today by the house ways and means
comnitiee and all incomes under $5,000 wrre classified as earned for

purposes of this reduction.

Wash, Jan, 27--FEnactment of the McNar;—Hauéen farm export corporfion
bill as a means of stabilizing prices on farm products wa
urced before the senate a ricultural commit ee today by Secretary
Wallace.,

Wallac said it provided for a $200,000,000 corpor:tion to buy and sell
farm products so as to maintai prices at levels to be & termined

by the secretaries of labor and comnercs ----January 27, 192%,

San Francisco Jan 26--The storm which yesterday br ke the gre test drc
in the history of the state is only a forerunner of the downpour

%0 come, forccaster Wilson 6hd0d4f said,

Washington, Jan. 26--Provision of the interior department
appropriation bill carrying $9,946,000 for work during the coming year on
reclamatio projects in the west were approved today by the house with
exception o' a section alloting $380,000 for the Minidoka project in .

Idaho.



Washington, Jan, 25-- 4

emoval of the federal tax on all theater admissi
up to 50 cents was agreed upon today by the house ways and means committeé.
The Mellon bill, now under consideration by the committee, proposed

repeal 00 at an esti-ated loss to the government of $70 ,000,000,



Econonics

the question of taxes has been agitating thris community as it hzs
all others throughout the state,

Men of property and financial standing who have heretofore found
little difficulty in meeting their obligations in this respect are
compelled to let their taxes become delinquent, owing to the closness
of the money market.,

It was hoped that the legislature would pass a bill postponing
the day of settlement and remitting the penalty but it is
found under seftion 28 o f article 2 of the constitution that body
is prohibited from passing any such law,

The raiiroads are getting to be very slow pay on conctruction
work and there is much suffering in consequence, Sever 1 thorusand men

who have been working for the Union Pacific line are now in Portland

without means--Yakima H-rald, January 1, 1R01,



Ecdnomics

According to the labor leader in Portland the number of
unemployed in that city at oresent equals 17,700, estimating the
d¢ty's population at 80,000 and the ageregate of wage earners
at 28,00N.

Of the 27 per cent now at work it is further estimated
that not more than 10 per cent are permanently emploved. This
showing, if corr ct, almost jsstified Bovernor Pennover's
10B0@" lugubrious telegram to President Cleveland--Tacoma

Ledger, January, 180k,

Gov, Pennoyer,replying to the cricitiecms on the statements in
his “wristmas letter that two-thirds of tre peorle of Oregon were
without employment said recently:

"In some sense of the word, all are employed. The tramp is
employed htunting from place to pice for a iob and the mechanic out
of work is emploved in contemnlating his sorrowful condition

of his wife and children--‘akima Herald, January 4, 180k,

Shil gle certificates operate asa circulatine medivm in Blaine,
A certificate for $16 recently circulated until it had paid nearly
$309 in local d Bbts before finally reaching the place where itstarted.
The basis of the certificate was shingles and although é gold
redemption was neither remote nor possible, yet the certificate
would purchase flour, meat, coffee, blankets, fuel, clothing for the
wife and babies and performed all the functions of a gold

basis certificate--Yakima Herald, January &, 1Rdk,



Historical

The department of agriculture is about to vublish an interesting
Report, comparing the cost of iving early in this century with what it
is now,
ft exhibits vividly the contrast between thepoverty of primitive
agriculture and the progress in civilization and wealth resulting
from high development of all the possibilities of land and labor in the
rural and industrial arts and industires.

The small wages paid in thosedays are as surprising as the low

prices of commodities of all serts.,

Yame was abundant earilier in thecentury and thre r-fore cheap’.
Venison cost only three and one-half cents a pourd. Bear meat was
veryslightly higher, Pigeons were in extraordinary abundance,
selling at 1ittle more than a cent apiece. Elderly readers will
rememher the flight of flocks of‘pigeons which &rkened the skies,
even as late as fifty vears ago,

Shad were very cheap, costing only four cents easch,

Owing to the plentifwl supply of game, tanned skinswere very
low in price. A deer skin brought about #1,17 while a bear skin was
worth from $1 to $2. Milk sold for two cents a guart, amd butter
“or thirteen cents a pound, |

Ap-les were from twelve and a half to twenty-five cents a bushel
but by 1823 they had reached fifty cent, i
Farm wages were only about one third of what they
arenow, r anging from 133 to 50 cents a d~y. From $4 to %5 a
moﬁth was the usual compensation of well grown lads.

One hundred years ago the remuneration for a boy doing chores--
srch as cutting wood and foddering horses for one vear was
ordiarrly $5. The use of oxenf for a day cost twenty-five cents
while the use of a cow for oneyear cost $3,

It cost sixty cents to make a pair of shoes. The nrice of a pair of



sy

moccasins were twenty-seven cents, Board was only $1 a week,

Yakima Herald, November 17, 1892,
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