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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND MATERIAL 1lith FIELD ARTILLERY GROUP

. The ;hhth_Field hrtillery Group, comnanded by Colonel Clifford B. Cole of Paci=-
‘iq_quve. Galifornia,.pag its orizin in the lh)th Field hrtillery Regiment, known
18 the California Grizzlies in World War I. The last fully volunteer. reeiment in
the United States Army the Grizzlies were mustered in at the old .Tanforan race track
and hggaplthgir training at Camp Kearny. A4fter service on the Mexican border;th
regiment moved to France where they went into action near Metz and .moved on to the
Rhine_with the Army of Occupation. . Qverll.aoo of ficers were graduated out of the
"egiment and when it was mustered out of service at the Fresidio of San Francisco
Cormer m@mbera organized the l4Ath Field 4rtillery hssociation.  The latésr organizas
tion is still active and numbers among, its members Ffrank Jordan, Secretary .of State
of califoxnia; Fletcher Bowron, Mayor of Los Anseles, and meny other notables.

when the War Department accorded £0 the l44th Field Aptillery Regiment (155mm
Gun) of the California National Guard thé colons and honors of the World VWar I organ-
ization the Grizzlies were axain a part of the Army of the United States. An out-
orowth of Battery E, 143rd Field irtillery, which was organizcd about 1932 at Santa
Barbara, Galifornia,.the 14/ith Reximent wés;activated in August ;1940 .with Hcadquar- .
ters at Santa Barbarg and subordinate units at Santa mhria. Ventura, Oxnerd, Santa
Monica, Riversidc and Bakersfield. lhe 14/ith was induycted into Federal Service on
February 3, 1941 and moved to Fort lﬁWiS, Wigshington for training.

With tho outbroak of hostilities om December 7, 1941, the Rirst Battalion of
the resiment was placcd on coast defense ;n the Gray's Harbor Sector of Washington,
and the Second Battaliqn was rushed to defend vitzl paints alon, the coast of South-
ern California. Th; rceiment remained split in this_manner until October of 1942
when tpe Second Battalion was relicved of coast defense duty in California and

joined the regimental hcadquarters and the First Battaljon, also relieved of coast
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-defense duty, at.the Pield urtillery Firing Center at Yakima, WaShifgton. - -
.- -+ .On February 7, "L943 the:réginment Was reorsanized as the litith Field Lrtillery
soup :With:its two. battqlions becomin bhe 980tE Field srtilledy Battalion'add the
)8lat -Field, artillery Battalios attachsd 'to ‘the ‘Group. On ipril 16, 1943 the' Gréup
-leadquarters ard its two:attachod battalions alons with other units of the 76th Fiel
rtillery Erigade moved 'to thei CeAifornia-i¥izona -maneuver area. - Lfter an ‘inteérsive
.;rainim poriod of four: months: on the'‘desert the ‘wroup ‘and its battalions moved to
‘ort,; Leonard Wood, ‘Misgouri, whert it was stationed ahd trained for about three '
_‘no,ntha__.;‘. P K e B Sl R e U
.o:OR: November: 204 1943 the wroup moved 'to’ 5 Stawine area in préparation fob over-
sgas-movement, ond;8oiled from the Port of 'Boston for the Uhited Kinwdom on December
29,1943, arriving in Liverpool, En.lahd 4n Jonuary.  Leaving: the '9'~80'ti'z and 981st
field srtillery:Battalions in Dniland the Group Headquarters moved to North Ireland
on January 11, 1944." nfter.four months of training among the 3'p9a1h boys and at the
firine:ronge -of fhe Sperrin’Mountains in Iorth Ireland, the l44th moved®to Wigpool
Common;, near Rossson-Wye, Bngland, Scveral ‘trips wore made to the Sennybridge Fir-
ins Range in Walos anrd-on' July I6, 195 thHc sroup landed on-thé coast of Noruii‘a'i}dy,
Pragee«. . % vc: s - g = SRR
Upon its arrival in the United Kingdom, the 144th was assined to XV Corps and
cecauseof its longcxperience with heavy ‘a"rtﬂléry became the long~rafige wroup of
the XV Oorps irtillgry. It landed in Fronce-as papt ‘of the XV Corps and the Third
sray -at- Utah Beach-on Jyly 16, 19L5. The Graup ‘with the 208th, 731st, and 989th~
Tield-Artillery: Battalioms, and “the 999th {;ﬁ.'ierd' 4rtifléry Battnlion as “nttached -
oattalions went into & bivouac with Bther corps artillery units in the vieinity of
Sortosville, France, oi3: D i 3 it B g e AT
The Corps bevamp -operational on July 29th, and of fngustihth,. the ‘Group with
the 203th, 989th, and 999th Fi_g_lcf.l ;;rti}l;r_'y‘_Bg;ttg;;gnalattachcd moved out the Coutan-
:68 = hvranches break-through w1£hthe*}iv Corps and’ $he Third Army, The 270th Field
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Artillery Battalion was attached on Lugust 5, 1944. The corps artillery marched
with the 79th Division on the entire #end run' through Fougeres, Laval, Le Mans, ané
thence north to close the so-called "Falaise Gap." The 999th Ficld Lrtillery Battal
ion was detached from the group on fuxust 9, 194l4.

The first fires against the enemy were placed in the ﬁoret de Perseizne on
sugust 12, 1944. Up until this time the fires of the heavy artillery had not becn
needed. The 9é9th ficld Artillery Battalion was detached on Lugust 13, 1944 and the
208th Fieldsrtillery Battalion on huxust 17, 194%4.

On August 15, 1944 the group with the 270th Field artillery Battalion attached,
again following the 79th Division, pulled out of the "Falsise Gap Scctor' and on
sugust 19, 1944 reached the area in the vicirnity of Mantecs~Gassicourt and posit ions
were occupied to0 harass the enemy crossings of the Seine, and interrupt traffic on
the other side. The 208th Field értillpry Battalion was agnin attached on Lugust
24, 1944,

Commencing husust 27, 1944 the XV Corps wos rclieved by XTX Corps, nnd corps
troops moved to a bivounc area to the south. On September 1 the 270th Field artill-
ery was detached from the group and on September 8th, the group headquarters and thé
208th Field Artillery B-ttalion moved south and east of raris to Bricnne le Chateau
and thence to Fays, where the 267th Field artillery Battelion was attached to 4TOUDe
from there the group and its‘battdlibnS'dovéd to positions ﬁé;r-niarville to suppart
the Moselle River brideehead at Chormes,,

on SQPtcmﬁer 19 the group moved to positions to support the attack of Luncville
and later the quct de Parroy.

The group has had under its control a total of over twenty bnttaliohs ~nd has
operated under assignment to the First, TQird and Seventh Armies. - It has becn
attached to the XV Corps Lrtillery most of the time since arriving in-the Buropean
The=ter, ex?ept for a short period of assi.nment to XXT Corps irtillery in January,
1945. s EyoTtivteg 18 .0 POt i
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Thoe Group participated in the XV Corps drive which liberated Strasbourg in
November l9LLLL. Followine, that drwe it topk upr positions near Bncl'leﬁbcré5 ".'he.re its '
bqttﬂlions pl‘..yod a prominent part in -the reduction of . the forts surrounding Bitche,

"

‘Hhen the XV COrps was moved weaterly follewing “the German countcr-attack of Decembc:

¢ the llm Graup move.d to Puttelanbe” In March 1945 the group Aeft i.éyvil;}.cr and

t

snortly therc.after was marching with the rest of the XV Corps 4rtillery in the drive

throuah Se.arbreucken to the Rhina. e
«“ar eI "j-"’frfg

. PASSED.FOR FUBLIGWPION BY THE FILLD PRESS CENSOR R,0. 285 4/25/L5
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public tnformation gffice

HAaS. lst pavalry pivision
X¥$ Apo <01 g8n prancisco

WITH THE 18t CAVALRY DIVISION, U.S. ARMY, IN KORFA-(pelayed)—-
A wyaches, wash.,, soldier, Who made & one-man grenade assault
against enemy positions and then saved his platoon leader's 1ifs,
has been awarded the pronze gtar yedal for valor.

rThe decoration was conferred upon private pirst plass gtto

'@ zimmerman, son of wrs. yowd p. purmbull of y&ches, for heroism
in action against the enemy on march 13, 1951, near vongdu-ri,

pompany g of the 8th #® gavalry regiment, of which he was &
member, was attlcking pill 651, mhe enemy was firing from well
entrenched positions, |

A citation &ccompdnying the wyaches soldierts decoration tells
how he disregarded his own safety and crawled 50 yards to flank
the hostile positlon8. pye knocked out the most threatening
emplacement with hand grenades,

R Joining his platoon, pfc., zimmerman saw an enemy sniper About
to fire at the platoon leader, pe knocked the platoon leader to
the ground and pointed out the sniper to a nearby rif ieman,

Who shot him,

mhe citation credits.gimmermdn with madking it poscsible for
his platoon to selze its objective and with saving his platoon
leaderts 1life,

1t concludes by noting, "yis heroic deeds reflect great

eredit upon himself and the military service."
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HEADQUARTIRS SLVEINTH ARMY \ lﬂ’
Public Relations Office ‘1
APO 758 c/o Postmaster NY

WITH THE lhAth FIELD ARTILLERY GROUP OF THE SEVENTH ARMY, GERMANY : %ile do not
know when this meeting will take place but we fcel confident that the California
Grizzly and the Russian Bear will meet soon gomewhere in Germany." This was the
sentiment expressed by more than one member of Headquarters Battery, lL4th Field
Artillery Group, a former Galifornia National Guard organization, as they crossed
the Rhine recently., _

A reconnaissance party led by the Group Coamander Colonel Clifford B. Cole,
53, of Pacific Grove, California, and including the Commandine Officer of Head-
quarters Battery, Captain Merlin M. Anderson, 28, of #idland, ﬁﬁchigan, had re-
ceived a little "88" fire and some airplane strafinslwhile waiting to cross about
an hour earlier but the main convoy made the crossing without enemy interference.
The heavy pontoon bridge and probably half a mile or so of the river was well
screened by artificial fog from smoke generators on the near shore so that the
Grizzlies could see very little of the river. They didn't need to see much, how-
ever, to feel that this was a momentous occasion for each one of them and one
vehicle displayed, fluttering from its radiohantenna, the flag of the California
Republic, the so-called "Bear Flag."

Twenty-seven years ax0 the Bear Flag was carried to the Rhine by the Califor-
nia Grizzlies of World War I but this time it is going farther, much farther. As
they push into the heart of Germany the vehicles of Headquarters Battery bear the
insignia of the organization, a golden bear on a background of artillery red, while

the flag whichi was flown during the Rhine crossing is held "in reserve® to be flown

again in Berline

%
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RESERVE REORGANIZATION

A basic premise of all Army plans and programs stems from the concept
that the Active Army, the Army Hational Guard of the United States, and. the
Army Reserve are a composite entity. They are not three separate segments
which become a whole only when joined together by come emergency:. They
mist plan as one. They must organize and train as one, and in the event
of aggression, they will fight as one.

The term "Reserve Components" is used to decnote that part of the Army,
not on contimuous active service, which includes the Army National Guard
and the Army Reserve. The law requires that the Avmy, including its re-
serve components, be organized, trainsd and equipped for prompt and sus-
tained combat, and that it support national policics and implement
national objectives.

Plans for the mobilization and deployment of the Army's forces are
based upon the Army requirements established by joint war plans -- that is,
Joint war plans developed by the Joint Chefs of Staff. HNational policy
limits the size of the military services to those forces which are re-
quired during the early months of an emergency and which cannot be cre-
ated from Selective Service sources in sufficient time to meet the mobil-
ization and deployment schedules.

It can be said that the mission of the Reserve Components is to bridge
the gap, in an emergency, with trained units and men between the Active
Army and the point in time when new units can be formed from untrzincd
men.

The rapid evolution of the tools of war has wrought revolutionary
changes in the concepts of ground warfare. Atomic weapons in quantity,
potential improvements in target acquisition, missiles of vastly increased
range, and greatly improved means for battlefield and strategic mobility,
as well as communications, contribute to these dynamic changes. In its
adjustment to these improved weapons and methods, the Army must combine
the lessons and experience of the past with a clear view of the future -
vhich requires the utmost in vision, wisdom, and flexibility of mind.

In this era the threats to the sccurity of the United States can erupt
into conflict in a wide variety of forms. The military force of this Nae

tion must support in full measure the national policy and must be so
. : . MORE
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composed and deployed that it not only deters aggression in all its forms
but also can cope with the entire range of possible military actions.

The infantry division is designed as tie basic combat instrument of the
combined arms which can be stationed worldwide or moved on short notice
wherever needed to apply, selectively, the degree of force required by
situations ranging from a show of force to total atomic war. This infan-
try division is a powerful and versatile fighting force which under ine
spired and trained leadership, including prcper psychological motivation,
can be constantly ready to move fast and fight hard, day or night, under
every condition of ground combat.

The composition of the division is the result of intensivs study of
many types of organizations over a period of several years. Extensive .
field tests followed with elements of the Active Army. When the Army ar-
rived at the most desircblc Tformation, which had been thoroughly tested
short of war, it was adcphed and given the name pentomic division because
of the five battle group: which replaced the three regiments of the for-
mer triangular division.

The pentomic divisicn is designed te conduch operaticns in active
atomic warfare or in sltuations not involving the u'se of nuclear weapons
but conducted under the tihreat of their vse. Some of the general require-
ments for infantry operations under atomic conditions are:

Dispersion .. probably the cheapest form of prelection from
eneny atomic action.

Concentration == units on an atomic battlefield must mass com-
bat power to accomplish certain missions but this concentration must not
be permitted to exist longer than is essential to perform the task at hand.

Mobility - to concentrate, accorplish a mission and then rapid-
1y disperse, units rust have good mobility.

Control -- dispersion, swift reaction to capitalize on atomic
strikes and the need for rapid implementation of orders places a heavy
demand on control facilities; therefore commmications must be rapid, re=-
liable and capable of unfailing operations over extended distances.

Independence of action -- basic combat units must be capable of
independent action.

Posture on the battlefield -- due to the circular area effects

of the atomic weapons, it follows that battle group formations which are
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linear -in natare 1ill, utder nost con@litions, offer the bett protcction
from enery nuclear attacks,

As a result of the review of the Reserve Corponents directed by the
Sccretary of the Army, it became apparent that a reorganization was manda-
tory if the Reserve Components were to contimue to fill their role and mis-
sion as an integral part of the Army.

The first requirement was the necessity to reorganize the Reserve
Components under the Pentoric concept which already has been adopted in
the Active Army. Federal law requires that the Lrmy be organized,
equipped and traired for prompt and sustained combat., This meant the
adoption of a uniform organization to permit the integration of new weazons,
weapons systems and training under new tactical concepts resulting {rom
the new weapons.

Tha socend requirement wis the neceswity to reduce the size of the
structure to conform to na'icrwl policy. Hasional policy requires that
all available resources be applied to those forces actually required dur-
ing the early months of an emergency, pending the creation of new forces
from untrained personnel after the onset of the emergency. DBy applying
all our resources to the forccs actually required, these units can be
brought to a level of combat readiness to permit their deployment on an
accelerated schedule.

In planning the new troop structure “or the Army, it is recognized
that active sivmy units which have the capability of recciing promptly must
be rounded out and balanced by the Reserve Corponents.

It follows logically that the Reserve structure mmst contain the units
necessary to satisfy such a requirement, and that they must be adequately
trained, readily available and capable of under:béld.ng their assigned mis-
sion irmmediately after il-day.

Any unit which the mobilization schedule permits to be organized and
trained entirely alter the start of Lostilities, cannot be properly justi-
fied within the premobilization Reserve structure. The Army budget does
not permit the inclusion of Reserve units which are not functionally suit-
able to our immediate mobilization requirement.

It does not necessarily follow, nor is it intended to imply in any way

that lover priority units are less capable than the other units. They
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are given a smaller slice of men and materials because there will be
more time after M-day to meet their mobilization schedule.

The limited number of paid spaces available to the Reserve Compo-
nents requires that each space be filled by an individual who is proper=
1y trained in the specific skill his position requires, and that he be a
member of an organization modeled to fit the new weapons doctrines and
tactics designed for possible nuclear warfare.

Not directly affected by the change are the USAR Schools, Mobiliza-
tion Designee Training Detachments, Maneuver Area Commands, Nonpay Train-
ing Units, and certain support units whose present organization fits into
the new concept.

Seven divisions will be retained in the Sixth US Army Reserve Com-
ponent Structure. Touwr (two National Guard and two USAR) will be reor-
ganized as combat Infantry Divisions and the fifth as an Armored Divi-
sion (lational Guard) under the rontomic concept.

The remaining two divisions will be reorganized and officially des-
ignated as USAR Divisions (Training). These training divisions will
contain five regiments, each to include training bzttalions. Zach di-

vision will contain three regiments charged with the responsibility of

conducting basic combat training, one regiment that will conduct comon

specialist training, and one that will conduct advanced individual traine

ing. The designation of these regiments,.as well as the regimental deeig-
raticn of battle groups, will be announced at a later date. The structure
of these two divisions is patterned after proven Active Amy organiza-
tion standards for Replacement Training Centers.

In addition to the seven divisions, the Reserve Component Troop
Structure of Sixth Army will contain numerous types of the combat, tech-
nical and administrative services encompassing all branches and tailored
to round out and support active Army forces.

If units of the Reserve Components are to replace, reinforce, or re=
lieve active Army units it follows quite logically that their organiza-
tion must be identical. The Reserve must be prepared for the most mod
ern strategic and tactical mobility. The organization of its combat
and support units, the training of its individuals and of its units, and

even its deployment within the continental United States must be made
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to conform to its new essential role.

The reorganization affects everyone in the Reserve Components. HNot
all units, of course, are scheduled for drastic shalieups, but as missions,
weapons, and tactics change, every member of the Reserve will find him-
self taking on new duties, preparing to assume new responsibilities, be-
coming proficient in new military occupational specialties, or filling
new assignments.

Reorganization of the Reserve Components will result in an Army that
is wholly responsive to basic national security policy and joint defense
plans. Torces established in the new structure will be those requiinrd
to meet Army missions in case of a national emergency. To reboin the
pre~existing organization of the Reserve Components would be for the Army
to rejsct tir incontrovertible rfacts of progress and evaluation in the
conduct of military operations. The advantages resulting from thesz or-
ganizational changes will be threefold: a strengthening of the Army; a

strengthening of the Reserve Components; and a strengthening of national
security.
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