June 10,1958

ur, “narles M, CGates,manacing editor,

The Pacific Northwest “uarterly,

niversity of “ashington,”eattle 5

Dear “nariley:

Enclosed first copy and 8a bon copy of my review

of The Skeenax River of pestiny, which I hope 1s a~ceptable. Byt

shonld 1t not conform to your standsrds of editorial chhture, please do
not hesitate to discerd it. I do think it a good book,

Incidentally Dr, Douglas Leechman of Victoria was in the of fice today
with Ajbert Yulverwell, Ne asked to meet me whon ®ean Guie mentioned
Drumners e nd presmers. “‘e s aid he . as finding 1t very useful in
compilation of parta of a glossary he 1is working on., I mentione d"Syeena”
and he svoke highly of 1t, sald he had just reviewed it for the B.C.
Quarterly and "gave it a good review,"

He did not kno. the price of the book, anid he had to leave that
blank. You 111 note a letter enclosed, ready for your mailing, but
i guspect the U Library can provide that information through "Books in
Pﬁint."

I enjoyed Sikeena, en joyed doing the revieﬁ and w1ll always be glad
to help out 1. any wey I cane Hope "Columbla" 1s being made mandatory
at all proper levelz througioit al of our great educational fleldé.

s

‘he more I pet into 1t--truthfully I have not yet r-ad all of it == the

mmore I am amazed, reoga:ds Click Relander °
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The Skeena River Of ¥Yestiny. Yy R.G, Large..

becond

Mitehell Press Limited, Yancouver.
kgition,1958, “ibliogruphy, index, photosraphie
illustrations, end-paper mMapS, =eceeemee=,

Rising in the Yunenoot Mountains of British Yolumbia a river of
@estiny flows thre:-hundred snd fifty miles to reach its outlet, the
Pacific Ocean, I}t is the keena, draining fifteen-thousand square
miles of mountains, timbered slopes and agricultural valleys; At certain
.Intervals in an indefinite geological 1ife it acts like a juvenile
delinquent, ! .

The Skeena 1s so intimately known by the author thebook has many hspects
of a biogrsphye In & similar manner the author deals with the ,original
occupants who subsisted upon salmon and relied extensively upon ce‘ar
canoce: and transhortation, }

‘he explorers wore the first vis tors of the earliest historic period,
They w re séarchers for the Northwest Passage and became fur traders,
dealing *in sea otters and othér pelts, such men and others who followed

left the'r names on the land and waters of an area once called Negw

Caledonia,
‘here were VancouVer, "hidby, Fraser, Stuer t, Harmon and McDoupal;

the ligrth West Fur Company, end the iudson's ﬁay Uom-pany in the days
of explorations and fort bullding; and Ogden and “cBean in the days of
swift juotice. #nd there were may others,

The bio:raphy ‘s of numerous rivers, lakes, mbuntnins, valleys and
many individusl persons, It narrates the mm region's part in the
universal pattern of land occupation with arrivel of miss ionaries and
their conflicts which confused the Indians. There were Roman “atholics

11 the interior, the Anglicans on the Coast and tho Methodists on

the Coast and along the ihngn: Skeena. %180 represented wis t e



first ad..reviev..Skeena fliver of Yestiny

 Appival of the-railread outmeded the eanoce and Steamboat for
tr-nsportution, bringing a seriod of gre:tér developmente

‘he most important industry is conclsely described in the salmon
fisheries account from the first cannery established in 1878 at the
Smeena-mouth to processing of five principal verletlies of the food fish,
Forests,‘once of little consequence, have grown into a significant
i1dustry, but ogly since world-wide wars. lining also contributes to
the economy.llt js"the 1last aren of relatively umexplored country in
the west where game and sport fish abound,"

Skeena, the author maintains, has g destiny after war -time stagnation,
nIt only recuires men of vision, initiative and energy to make
this the asricultural bread basket of Worthemn Pritish Volumbla and
Alaska, : :

The book does not profe s to be a handbook but could well be used
for that purposc.-ﬂor does it claim to be a contribution to ethnology
or geogrsphic names although interesting references in t hose fields
pe meates the enfire volume. And in a day when north-south continentinal
hirhways, a'rways and pipe lines draw nations, communities and
irdividuals ever closer, the material so siudiously assembled has
extrs wvalue.

The writing is peppered with enough locsal legends to show the author
knew those who settled the are of the Domainion or their descendants as
Bwel' as he knew the river, 1ts watershed and its Indiéns.

The publication is a worthy contribution to a worthwhile

centennial sm==wg=Click Rel#nder, 1ak1ma, jash,
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Jyne 10,1958

Mitohell Press Limited,

vancouver, Canada

Gentlemen:

No where on the jacket of Br. R.G.Large's The Sikeena

River of Destiny do I find & reference to the priece of this

publication,

“ould you send the Informetion, as rapidly as possible, to
Cherles ¥, Gates, managing editor, Pacific Nprthwest Quarterly,
M=9 Library, University of Washington, eattle, "ash.

Mr, Gates has in mind the possible publication of a review of

this book and the publisher, price etc., is listed in the review.

Sincerely

3
Cliock kelander





