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.'flhe Confederacy held firm possession of almost every rood (cq)
of territory which 1t claimed.

Fortress Monroe in Virginia, Forts Pickens iIn Florids, .*aylor on Key
West eand Jefferson on the Tortugas were all t hat remained toc the
Union within the bounds of the Uon“ederate States. “ith the
exception of the few hundred acres within the walls of these fortresse
a narrow strip on the Potomac and the northwestern corner of Virginia
not a rood remained to the Unlon of nearly eight hundred thousand
square miles within the eleven secedingstates,

Trese four fortress s were i deed of inestimable value.

Monroe commanded Hampton Roads, the only good harbor on the Atlantic
coast south of the Pelaware;had t het fallen into the hands of the enemy,
we should have had no place on the S uthern coast. for a rendezvous for

our naval eXxpeditions.

Pickens comman ded Pensacola the only good harbor end naval depot on
the gulf of Mexico. ‘aylor and Jefferson commanded the throat of the
Gulf; every vessel entering or le ving it must pass within sight of
both. *he other forst,a score in number which had been built by the
United “tates at a cost of ten millions of dollars and were mounted
with more than 1500 guns had been seized by the states Inwhich they w ere
sifuabed and turned over to the gonfederacy. Besides t hese was the
great Arsenal at Ne folk with 2,500 guns (great guns) in store, ad

various other arsenals containing om e hundreds of cennon nd small

arms sufficient for X8R 150,000 men...
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Richmond---1t was so far Inland it could be assailed only by a force

vastly superior to the defenders. 1t was connected by a system of railways
with the extreme south and southwest which would enable t he whole force
of the c'“oni:’etier-sxcy tobs speedily concentrated for its defense.

If the system of Spouthern rallways had not been constructed especilly
for military purposes 1 could hard}y have been better contrived.

one line, commencing in Yentrel Georgia, follows the general
run of the coast, touches at Sayvannah and Charleston, then striking
into the interior re:ches 24 chmond.

A,,—,othel" line, st -rting at New Orleans, runs orthward, parallel
with the =i:5sissippi, to the neigh orhood of Memphis; then
tuming almost due east t raverses the very hea t of the South through
‘ennessee and Virginia to Richmond.

Lhese two great.trunk lines are conuected by branches reaching into
every portion of the Southern States, and from Richmond sending
offshoots to the Potomac. "Lhus, 1f Richmond were threatened, t roops
and Supplles could be hurried by rail from the far south and
southwest. {f Charleston or Mobile weret hreatened, f orces from
Virginia, M:ssissippi &nd tennesse could be hurried by rail from
the far south and southwest, If Charleston or Mobile were threatened,
forces fromvirginia, Mississippi and *ennessee could be concentrst ed
there., If ‘ennesse or Georgia were were menaced f rom Nhio or Kentucky
all the available force of the Confederacy could be dispatched by
dort routes to the point assalled. A careful s tudy of the genersal
map of the Southern State wills how thedt the South had a great
advantage in position for carrying on a war of defense., It occupied
the center of a circle, armund the ¢ ircumference of whicht he yorth

must move. The adventage w-s hardly less for an offensive movement.



ip our armies on the Potomac weré weakened to support those in
the valley of thelississippi the Confederacy coild spedily wmncentrate
1 ts armies in virginia and hurl them in a mass upon “arylend and
Pennsylw nia. |

The Unilon had to maintain two great armies, one upon the Potomac
and the other upon the Misslssippl and its gres affluents which
must act 1n a measure indep ndently of each other on account of
the long distance which separated them, wh'le the “onfederacy
would at pleasure throw its whole foree upon either. ihus it heappened
that while the armies of the Bnion in the aggregate far outnumbered
those of the “onfederacy, the latter m git be able, as t hey did, to
confront theiropponents at almost any given point wl th equal or superior
strength.

The confederacy thus enterd into the contest wi h a strength

altogether beyond thet inicated by its porulation. It had, indeed, two
weak polnts, closely connected with each other., Theaccumulated capital
of the South was mainly inw sted in slave . If a Southron gained money
he invested it in negroes. The value of en ordinary field hand had
trebeled 1In a few ye:r in consequence of the regular demand for and
high price of ¢ otton. YH8 If the production of cotton were permanently
suspended ,slave would lose their value; A longwar of necessity
depended upon positive law. If the federal govemm nt sho od pass an
act of emancipation with the powerto enforce 1ts exescution, the wealth
of theslaveholders would be s wept away at a blow....
fhus during the s ring of 1861 th e Unionand “onfederacy stood

fatrly opposed to each other; all attempts at conciliation had
fail d... the confederate government hadestablished itself at “ichmond
and had pushed it s outposts fo far northward that they could see the
dome of the federal “apitol across the Potomac. ...the first military

May 1861.
operations sommenced almo ost simultaneously near the clase of Tay



Fortress Monroe..Harperts p 136

.. .Jortress Monroe 1s, strictly sreaking, the only fortress or
fortified &nclosure in the United States.

Yosport Navy

“t was at first constructed for the protection of
“ard end at the beginning of the war 1t had cost the gowe rnment
two and a half millions of money., Its area embraces about seventy-
five acres, finely shaded with live -oakts, It is a bastioned work ,
w heptagonal in form; its walls which are of granlte rise to the
height of thirty-five feet; and sbout the entire work a moat extents ,
from seventy-five to a hundred and fif ty feet wide with faced mnd
dressed granite. On the side acing the.sea there is a water-battery
of forty-two embrasures, the slope of which covered with a green
turf affords a favorite promenade. Fortress Monroe has been
the finalheadqugrters of all the militery end naval expeditions that
have been sent to t he Southem coasts. So completely does 1t$ possession
control the comierce of ‘Vin'ginia that 1t almes t supersedes the
necessity for a blockade along t he c cast of that state. Governor Tatehe
Letcher was at an early period, fully aware of the importance of its
capture, but this was an undertaking which like the seizure of
Washington required a strongef force t han could be marsha}ed.toge*her
previous to t he secession of Virginia.
fhe Confederacy had no Navy and the land apnroached tothe fortress
w-s exceedingly difficult , the only access be ng by means of
a strip of beach not over forty rods in width, After Virginla had
finally seceded, this strong-hold stood in great pril but was
promptly reinfar ced,
On the 22d of May Cenersl Butler, whose decl ed policy in Marylahd
had saved th at state to the union arrived at FortressMonroe and

there assumed the comnand of a new department, the main ob ject

of whichwas a military occupation of t he Atlantic coast.



On precisely thesame day that Mansfield occupied Alexandria,
Butler made a reconnoissance in force ta ard Hampton, a lilttle
village just north of Fortress Monroe, :he confederate troops stationed
thee retreated as soon as they were aware of his approach, and , having
made thelr escape across Hampton greek iIntc he town, attempted to
burn the bridge in their rear which they partially succeeded in doing,

Butler Immedliately estabblished a camp mear Hampton and

Genersl
another eight miles further west at lNewport News; in these two
encempments together with the t roopz inside the fortress, f"utler
had in the early part of rune sbout 12,000 men.

On the 10th of June the bsat tle é‘Big Bethel was fought. The enemy
had a strong position at Yorktown, & out twentyf i1 e miles from

Fortress Monroe and on the opposite side of the Peninsula....

(Theodore Winthrop, with the New York 7th, waskilled in the “attle
of Bethel. He was a major. ¥inthrop was shot by a North Carolina
drummer boy while standing upon a log brandishing his sword. He
was Iin the act of rallying h's men for a fresh enccunter. )
Wimthrop wrote “anoe and Saddle, whch was not publishimd until
afterhls dédfil death, He came throuch ‘akima ‘el ey and much of it

Canoa and ®a ddle, is about the Ysk im Valley.
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... (Robert Selden Garnett) e« In the latter part of June we have
Mc VYlellan personally at the hesd of the Union Army in “estem Virginia
and General Garnett commending the “Yonfederate forces.

*he former had about 20,000 men and his com unications open and easy;
whle the confederate genera had an inferior force, and, although
posted In a position highly advantageous so far as fighting was
concerned, was yet completely isolated from any possible basis of
military operations,

Yo have held this position for a single day after the bat‘le at
Phillppl, unless it wer with a force so o erwhelming to make
de eat impossible, was simply a military blunder. Yet “ernett held it
even v hen he knew t hat McClellan wasmoving steadily on and rapidly
lcr easing in the number of his com and.

This position of the confederates was some twenty or thirty miles
so thwest from Philippi at “ich Mountain, a gap in the paurel Hill
Range, where the Staunton and 1""'egtorl Turnpike crosses it , about four
or five miles from éeverly. The road which runs dlong its western slope
was the only possible line of communication between the position and
Garnett's basse. fhis road ran ran through.Beverly, and to hold the
latter place was effectual 'y to intercept the possibility of
the enemy's retreat.,

“ere at Rich Mountain, Garnett had posted “olonel Pegram with 3,000
mén,while he himself, with about & 8,000 occupied Laurel H1ll, fifteen
or sixteen miles farther westward. The fortified positlon at this
latter pointwas very strong.

Having orderedfenersl M,rris to occupy carnett's forces by a direct

attack, McClellan himself, with t he main body of his army, passed

around the Buckhannon to t he rear, that is to the western slope of
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Rich Mountain. fere he divided his force into two columns and
glving one of these t o “olonel Rosecrans he sent the latter to t he rear

of Pegram, while he r mainedin the front r ady to af’'ack simultaneously

fosecrans obtained the rear, sent a couier back to McClellan to Z2ive

rhe signal, and went %o work. :he messenger missed his way and passed
iInto the encampment of the enemy, thus giving them full informa ion of the
mvement, Meanwhile McClellan awaited the Signal and the enemy acquainted
with the p ril of his position made his way toward Laurel Hil1,

Gar®tt , also, had beenwarned of the danzer, and hastily leaving
his intrenchments procesded sou thwardhoping t o reach Beverly before
McClellan, but on his way thither he met the fugutivés of Pegram's
army, and learned that Beverly was already in the possession of Union
forces. “hus all retreat to the southward was cut off.

*he only way of escape 1 ft him was to follow the course of the
Cheat River t oward the northeast until he should find s o outlet into
the valley of virginia, +hen followed McClellants or s ra her Morriass
forces, in swift and unrelenting pursuit, Yaptai f:enham leading the
advan ee, 4t a bend of the Chedg River, w here 1t winds about a bluff
of fifty ar sixty feet high, the enemy made a 8 tand and planting a
can on on the top of the bluff disputed the advance. It was ;1 admirable
position ; but Benham led his men directly under the bluff and around
to its left, where theycould ain the road sand as they aprsard upon
hisflank the enemy fle d, leaving one of his guns aﬁd a number of killed
and wunded, #yout a quar~ter of a mile further on, where the stream made
another turn, Gamett, with a few skirmishers, s tempted to make
another stand, snd, while rallying h s men, received a yminie ball which

caused his death. This was called the battle of Carrick;s Ford. In the

mean time Fegramts force, finding escape 1mpossible, had surrendered

t'shlgc'g%&%}'ﬂ’le uccess was complete.



The federal success was complete. Only a small portion of the
enemy escaped, and all their material fell into Union hands. ':'he
immediate a d natural result of this battle was thé evacuation of
f‘arper's t'-'erry, and the abandonment by the enemy of all Western
Virginia,

In the meantime, whilk GenerslMclellan was moving s outhward from the

ohio, along the Alleghany Ridge and drivings the enemy before him
Gemet'al Ji1se, nar the western and s outhern borders of the s tate

was gathering together another confederate army. He iad Just been

appointed a brigadier general with orders, first to clear “estern

Virginia of federd troops sndke ep 1t clear and secondly to ®ccupy
heelin » , and disorganize the Union J"egislature.....tims ended the

month of July...

(nor!hwestern Virginia, July 13, 1861, date of Garnett's death) -—

General “ee a ssumed com and of Garnett's scattered forces...



Maryland; Spring of 1861 “arper's Pictorial, p 100

Activé hostilities did not imme:iately com ence, and the attention
of both parties was chiefly turned to the attitw e of ths border
states. With a ~cpulation of five and a half mil ion , rich, fertile and
extending in a broad belt nearly two hundred miles wide at its
narrrwest part, botween the insurgent slave states und the free, they
held intheir hands the im ediate fate of the countrye.

“ad they all rerained heartily ancd f irmly faithful to the cuuse of
the republic, the rreronderance of powerwould have been 8o overwhelming

the adv-nt ge of pcsition so ;. reat, thd the rebellion would have

had but a short life, and would have stringledupon the scil which gave
it birth

They did not tae thls posit ;orx; an’ by their various policies,
v j.ous in form, but little diverpgent in purpse, they swelled the
prop rtions and prolonged the duration of war and brought its blood
and its devastation home to thelr own flelds and firesides,

Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, “ennessee, “Sentucky and 'issourt
were the debatable ground of the first days and so of the whole war of
the rebellion.

Bgth partles ap recirted their 1m ortence amd both sought to sccure
themy the one as usual by a cautious and the o}:her by & during policy.

Virginia , 1f not the most pow rful from her situation the
most important of them all, was, on the first assertion of national
arthority, emd in spite of her » evious denunciations of the course of
Pouth Yarolina, at once thrown i to the hands of the QUr insurgents
. North VYarolinas and “ennessee soon followed her. Kentucky and Missouri
dixtracted between the lo alty of the large majorit y of their
people and the strong disaffection of their leading politicians, nearly
all of whom were fmXX heartily in the insrests: of bthe rebel
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factionx, wavered and temporized amd fell intc civ' 1l commotion-

wi thin t heir own borders; and Maryland was saved to the Union and

from the fate of war only by the patriotism of her govemor, and the
sagacity and decision of his sometimes seeming coppcnent, but almys
co-worker, Gener: 1l Butler, Abandonin- ﬁirgini& hopelessly to hhe

. insurgents, anc passing her by until the beginning ofi active

hostilities, I fol ow the in ediate Tortunes of the Insurrection éhrough

the other five states won the bordereeess



'Baltimore: Harperts Pi-torial History of

Civil War, 1861 p. 101
esoHis movement to ard Paltimore was a signal for a rapid depatture

of the rebellious . iarylanders of the neigh orhood westward. Theywent

with such arms as theycould command; and , at the same time an attemnt

was made to send to farper:s berry, then in tl® possession of the

insurgents, a stram gun, invented by a Mr, inans of Balti ore ,who

expected to effect by 1t an entire change in artillery warfare.

But on the 10th (May) 1861--“eneral Hutler seized this much-telkéd
of weapon on 1ts rassage, arrested those who accompan® d it and placed
it amoﬁg the less pretending, but as It roved, mope «fficient batteries

with which he com-anded the imortant railway viaduct at what was
known as ths Washington Junction.

ON thed 14th khex entercd the city of Laltimore kinseXf 1tself
with the E:ighth New York He:iment, a detachment of the Very Sixth
Yassachusetts which had been attacked three weeks befors, and a battery,
and, marching throuzh the city,undistu:bed by the rebellious and cheered
by the loyal, encamped upon Federal Hill, a high point of ground which
com anded both “altimore and Fort McHenry,whére he fixed his headquarters.
Having thus obtained quiet and absolute possession of this important
city, he issued, on the s ms day, a proclamation setting forth to the
Paltimoreans that he was a ong t"em to sustain the laws, local as well
as national; that preferring to trust their good faith and loyalty he
had come with 1'ttle ore than the suard suited to his rank; that no
attempts to Incite sedition or rfive aid and comfort to the insurgents
would be permitted; and thet the formetion o7 drill of bodies of
men not part of the enrolled m litiat of the state were forbidden. He~
invited the citizens to f nnish rations for his command at fair pricees,

and promised that any outrage whatever upon person or property by thos

Ve 1P et mmeeccmn A AlmnTA WA miattad =l th Senrnns nun“sh ent.



(Proclamation issued , Department of Annapolis, Federal
Hill, “altimore, May 14,1861, published on page 101 of Harper' s
pictorinl. Benj. <. Butler, 1 [ V37 Gen., Com. Deportment of _Annapolis,
E.”. Parker, lieutenant colonel, aid-de-camp)

His tone was forbea ing, courteous and kind, but unmistakably
£:rm and earnest. At this proclamation the small minority of bitter
and desperate secessionists muttered threats and treason between thelr
tecth; but there was gener al acquiescence and in s ome quarters outspoken
& robation. The course which it maried out was f llowed with com-arative
ease; for a grest change had taken place in Bgltimore and 1ts neipghborhood
since tﬁe attaclk upcn the Massachusetts men. In spite of the activity,
the virulence and the audacity of the seceassionists, theloyal citigzens
found that they were largely in the majority, and that gl though the
greater part of the wealthy anéd cultivated people, being.all slave’
holders z2nd closely connec ed with the co res-onding class in Eastern
Virginia, wers (102} disaf ected, a verylarge and influential minority
even of these, includnﬁ nen eminent for tielr talents no less than from
their social position, were strenuous upholiers of the Constitution of
the Union. In "es erland Maryland the national flag wa ralsed

ét rederici Gity, at Aagerstown, and elsewhers with due honors and %pyal
defenders thronged around it. Un the 13th of tay a train from
Yhiladelphia passed thmo ush Baltimore with the fla? displayed; and the
same token of devotion.to the unvidleed repeblic was raised u on many
public and priw te bulldings.

On the morning of the 14th , the day of CGeneral ”utler;s arrival,
a Pennsylvania regiment, 1 complete array, passed unmolested and even

with some tokens of welcome,-over th: very route which three weeks

before had b--n the scene of bloody conflict.
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RAssc ution passed in the Maryland Legisiature May 10 (1361)

Whereas thewar acainst the “Yonfederste “tates is unconstitutional

. and renugnant to civ lizatlon, and will result in a bloody and

shameful overthrow of our’iﬂétitutions; and while recognlzing the
obligation of “aryland to the.UniOn, we sympathize wﬁh the Bouth in

the strupcle for'thri*rifhts-;for the sake of hymanity, we are for penee

and reconciliation , and solermly protest against this war and will

take no part in it}

«esolved That daryland implores the President, in the name of
God, to cease th's unholy war at least untll Congress assembles; thst
ywaryland desire and consents to the recognition of the independence’
of the Confei~ ate “tates. The militar occupation of Maryland is
unconstitutional, and she protests azainst it, through the violent
1nterference'wifh’t e transit of federal troops 1s dis countenanced; that
the vi dication of her rights be left to time and reszson,and that

1

a Convention, under existing circumst nces, is ‘nexpedient.

(Geti@ral Legislature met at Frederick City, west of Yankese uskets.,
“é crnér's messate opposed secession as unprovoked s d unjustifiable
and advised " that the army should array itself on the side of the Union
and psace. In séite of efforts of an active snd disaffected minority
ths Legislature decided by vote of 53 to 13 that that body ﬁad not the
right to pass an Ordinance of Yecession. :egislature adjo rea “ay, 14,
18613 all efforts to bring about a conve ntion of the pe ple and to

Board of

place the military affairs of the 2 tate in the ands of a
Safety (both of which were pre sed by the sympathizers with the
insurrection), failed; and no more dlsloyal measure was exorted

than a stron: condemnation of a war of sibjugaticn, and a protest against

I



én the m-an- time troops rapidly concentrated under the command

of Yeneral Butler (Beaj. 7) , s1d on the 5th of May he advanced a
bforce within a few miles of ?altimore, and took pcssession of “elay
House, an important relay station which commanded both tie passage
southward tosard Washington, and that Westward toward Harper's Yerry.

While hers he net qustant manifestat ions ﬁot only of a rsbellious,
but a bloo@thirsty and vinaictie spirit. fwo of his officers arres ted
& man who openly justified the murderous onset upon the "assdchusetts
regiment in “altimore, and accordingto his official statement he found
well authenticated evidence f an attempt to poison his soidiers by |
persons wh'o ohtained admission to his camp in the disguise of pie=-
peddleré. Upon this disco'ery he thres ened the rebels .ith the swiftest
and most condign p nisﬁment-for'such “arbarity; and he , who ~&d on
the scoe of humanity, withstood the remons trance of his own governor
against his offer to ut down a threatened insurrection of the slaves,
reminded his rcbelllous enemies in a generel order (from Belay Houss)

that they were teaching him a dangerous lesson, sad that with a

word he could mingle death in the food of their every household., .."

(Resume p 10l...His mowment toward “altimore was

the signal setc.)



Maryland: Census

According tc the census of 1860 Maryland had a white population
of 516,128, and 87,188 slaves. Tennessee a white population of 825,328

and 275,784 slaves; and “orth “arolina a white population of

631,489 and 351,081 slaves,



