3701 Commonwealth Rd.
[0100017077077777//

April 22,1964
Mr.Bob Ries,production,
The Grant County PUL No. 2,
bpyhrata,wWashe.

Dear Bobs

As mentioned in our brief breakfast meeting on April 17, I
am as loaded with "river transportation" material as Indians.

In preparation foryou is a synopsis of such transportation, and
as you say, it 1s *"merely thinking." In a few days 1 .ill mail the
synopsis,which will serve to give you further ideas.

ihe subject is gigantic in scope.

My files, soze 18 of them gccumulated during the years, cover
the v.rious phases. It would reguire two weeks to scan them thoroughly.
They are replete with leads as to material that should still be
in existence and in some cases might be procurable.

A copy of this letter and synopsis wlll be sent to Max F, and you
will understand that this possibility to augment the dam(s) is striectly
confidentiale. I think both you and Max will find considerable
background maiterial in the synopsis, or in reaiity a chronologye.
Additionally there will be various excerpts from the many accumulated
sources,each sufficient to start a "thought." Max may wish to return
the earbon to you.

I am taking a couple of bonus days, and this will emable me to
get an outline of the river material, in your hands without delay.
I never realy realized how much of this background material I possessed,
although 1 have sometimes provided gome of it to writers and others.

And since I am writing, may I suggest 1t i1s not too early to think
of a dedication plagpye for Wanapumy or other works ca.rying out the
Wanapum motif,the"memorial® for Puck-Hyah-Toot, and the saluon or some
other fountain. If you will recgll in the few years you have been
acquainted with Indians, how in that short time they are more remote
than at the outset, this will point up that there is stili time to
capture some of the nearly lost cultures., aAnd their appeal to the public
except those who wish to acquire Indian ho.dings, increases rather
than diminishes.

And, one more thing,"just thinking," a publication on Columbia
River transportation, generally following the outline I .1ill present
to you and running to 50,000 words in 125 pages,paper cover, could
be issued at a cost of §%,000 to $5,500, say in an edition of 3,000
copies. It could sell for ¥2.25 to 52.50 and would repay the investment
in two years, '



figuring closely,the"publication cost" would include promotion
éZil gostage and szére distribution. My pattern for this is the Yakima
tribal publication,Strangers on the Land, a ¢o,y you have seen., This
item 1s now virtually out of print anu calls, on the basis of my
"promotion" are still coming in. My "mailing" list includes a file of
severalhundred letter requests for it. Seattle schools, for instance,
ordered soue 35 copies. Or, Drummers and Dreamers, I assume, could be
reissued by the publishdr with soue "revisions® by an advance sale
purchase of so many coples, which could also be sold to write off the
investment. Calls for that book still come in, but the publisher has
never relssued it.Publishers apparently want sone $5,000 in sales a
year before they do. 1t would nowhere approximate that but would run
steadily though in small volume.

I am confident the mo:e thought you give to matters yet unresolved

the more you will see the interlockedeIndians and River iransuortation.
1 am confident a good job could be done with facilities largely on
hand, and gt much lesz the cost than te turn the projects over to
various experts, whose real knowledge usually is only in the material
tggy havg avallable through productions of other persons, research by
others etc.

What is needed are désigns and plans and common workmen can follow
them, Even the Indians could carry out some of the worke.

The upcoming synopsis will include indications of various things
for consideration, .

And again, if some way "se.vices can be worked out” on a consultant
basis sufficient to cover various things, even tle publications mentioned
in this letter could be taken care of. And they also would add to
the project. 4+he tourist potential, the increasing interest in Pleasure
boating, growth of the Coliumbia Basin, the po,ulation growth and
many other factors point toward the need for such projects.

Again, may I point cut my "a¥ailibility," the fact that the montns
are slipying by, and that all of us, including selander, are growing
no younier.

Expect the historical background material, which will enable you and
others to get more rapidly at "“concrete" thinking.

ihe best

Click Relander



April 25,1964
Fr. Rcbert Ries, production director,
Grand County Public Utility Distriet No. 2,
Ephrats,Washe.

Dear Bob :
Herewith material I mentioned I would send: a-Synopsis

of Columbiz River Transportation (a river chronology) b-a partial
iist: Potertial sources, ldeas for extended research etc.
i'm not too proud of eiiher one. The synopsis is short enough yet
containsinformetion for a good background of the variow stages of
river devel.pment. It would sound better if I had re.worked it a couple
of tises,

lhe"partial list" should give you somewhat of a background of
avaliable material,

I wouldappreciate that in time clip.ings appended be returned for
my files,

As previously noted, a carbon copy is being sent to Max F. and he
will know what to do with ite I have another copy available if for

any reason it is wanted,

Sincerely
Cliek
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Sﬁ&bp51s Columbia River"transportation" a River Chronology

of Man and Industry

ine Columbia River is hundreds of years old for each of the 1210

0 Lo
miles between Lake Columbia and the racific;Tidewater at its mouth,
Tho lerin moths
seven miles downstream from Ilwaco. & Is 465 miles from Wenatchee,

1LYo6./5
rom Priest Rapids, 3% 324 from the confluence of the Snake
N s Vo o Rexesdrlte, £-C 745 FPhox

River &nd 188 from The Dalles, t

o the—great—rivenis—mouwth,.
fro o tiont by TH3 Lo g Dt DouT T ok e V1
Yo Uhag Clar laan P oedic:
In the beginning, insofar as archaeological knowledge reveals the
tl, opow™] F bobi fationw
past, the river was a pathway for migration, peesibry the—settliement

by : ther
gf mE the Northwest Eighﬂwgihh bands of primitive peoplgxspread

throughout the entire west.
=7

(//;he Co[umbia drains an e=®t area of approximately 250,000 Square
miles. Its many important tributaries of so vast a region are fed by
rain, and by melting@nows of seven gEe=t mountain ranges in the
summer. Yet this enormous volume of water, pouringthrough the
river's channel, falling below 100,000 second feet of flow only at
low runoff periods, presented many obstacles to large boat navigation.
Ar;ifacts of primitive peoples, evidences of their villages,
pit house ruins, pictographs and pytroglypisalong the river's course

and those of its tributaries are conclusive that the stream was a

bathway for migration.
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Its utilization by explorers,Afur trappers andﬁyissionaries, and
Kg;::z by settlers, the growth of villages and citiengg%gvidence of
the later-day "migration® along the river 's route. Only coastal
locations, Visited by sailing ships ~-the Spanish frigate Santiago
which explored north to the 55th degree of latitude ang Queen
Charlotte's Island in 1774 and Don Bruno d8HEeced de Haceta, Captain
Robert Gray of America--were opened earlier to later-day knowledge
of ©€Xploration. (In 1792 there were 20 vessels Plying thne Facific

Loast from California to the Northwest, trading with the natives)

lhe river 's conversion to utilization of the strength of its
and
flow to hydroelectric generati;;}\its water to irrigation are
LY

iwentyeth Century advancements of man, ﬁéué%aé;tn atomic energy
pFfoduction and also navigation ®ieex possible by &gkes created by
daums overlaying previous treacherous rapids . Navigation locks

in the dams enable tidewater vessels to ascend the river in a series
of steps, progressing from dam to dam across deep, navigable water.
&/ .

without the population of the river 's watershed and the produce

of the area, there would be no necd fof electric generation nor

river navigation.

- OF &-QPL.'”I-M‘{‘AJ&’
S50 the stream which long ago was g bathway migration has
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entered another era. It has become a commercial highway for
a fertile region which produces grains or cereals, cattle,lumber,
< .
REEaXspreyious metals, coal and a growl ig amoxnt of industrial
production.

From the Cascade mountains on the west to the Blue,Bitterroot

[f&; -
and Coeur d'Alene Mountains on the easé‘$3=$Q§&§€’expanding

agricultural aggétkgfowing larger with expansion of irrigation %ﬁde_
§zg¢n§§inn, Despite almost restrigive rates of transportation the
country km s prospered. %éjg%hrough the centir of this region

runs the Columbia and also its priencipal navigatable tributary,the

Snake, offering an economical highway for commerce where channel

obstructions have been overcome, Kranspo. tation charges, brought to

lie greatest barrier to nNavigation along the river, in the

. Corngaudf <
Cgscade Range,--the gorge--has already been ‘remeveds
Congress made its first appropriation for development of the

Columbia in 1876 when $gen $90,000 was appropriated gnd aﬁgggggigﬁfans

within three-fourths of g century dadg€

g@@3 before

the era of dams ang navigation locks, amounted to only wl1,142,500.



Until a railroad was constructed along the south bank BExdge
by the Oregon Railway & Njvigation Company in 1882 y all freight
and passengers WoED along the river were transported between
east and west points by steamer.
\/essels operated fromPortland INUCBHECESHE to the Lower Cascades
and there utilized a portage railroadgon the north bank to
connect with another steamer on the lidale River, the name for
the area between %he Dalles and the Cascades.
"lhe Dalles rapids" were circumvented by another Rallway portyge,
v baqaey
this one 13 miles long, on the soutﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁféégﬁ?%gﬁe steamers
operated on the Columbia y up-river to the foot of Priest Rapids,
and up the Snake as far as Lewiston,Idaho. So three steamers and two
rai .roads were necessary for a transportation line. All freight was

handled four times. The

construction of the railroad, therefore, ended the era of river

dorcads
steamerg until the dams and navigation locks were built .
*E&‘%efore the days of zimsmbexis stern wheelers ang side wheelers

onthe Coiumbia, there were the Indian canoces. Man had established

himself in sedentiary villages along the river. He utilized dugout

W
canoes, and burned from cedar logs for short Journeys up and
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riverxluaing paddles or long pPoles as the occasion demanded .

Lonyurt Ty oa
lan hemp, and to use—them

He had learned to wegve nets from Indi

Tl ann
/U between kmmgx canoes at fayorite fishing places. Wr;-hen the 6866

46 salmon runs were at their height, certain Places,like the quiet
waters below the foot of ll-mile 1long Priest Rapids, were aglow at

gltars
night by pitch flares OnSHEEBIEgUaoaa™ held by(fishermen I—=ter—ba0080

€ansEE to attract salmon.

Man had leained to 1live in pl;éégqafﬁﬁzﬁﬁaisﬂfzgggé and fuel. lhe

river provided both, fish, mes birds, game, and driftwood. IN% when
-

there were unusual seasons of drouth, ice or Snow, or sometimes

/vizaa,ge!
épldemics, man moved to other locations, aws outhward, W P’J

O LBy Lmsonn, Bimfluks | “‘Z,_'Z»f
downstream. Uver the man}ﬁiéng)thlcfgﬁs slow Tifrifigg,

ik the beginning of the Nineteenth Century gdemmt was ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁmﬂg

Loy (P
a new periodirﬁk/éhe river, that of eXploration, and-gz;fsg} brought
gbout once the wilderness had been penetrated. Tne goals were

two-fold,g:'ﬂ Securing a claim to g

territory, and tapping its lesources for furs. Ai;g%uﬂ Lewis ang
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Capt. Robert Gray had ;;;ﬁ;izxed when he took the ship, the namesake
of the river, across the dangerous bar atthe river 's mouth. But
Gray,ssmemwEEX who died in obscurity gbout the time later explorers
began mapping and tapping the interior, wa;‘§SE§§§Z§§ﬁZ£'by the
discovery. His excitement at trading with natives, nails for

furs and copper plate or cloth goods for valujble sea otter fur,

reflected the desire of men, even in those days.

gﬂﬁazsdf//
Lewsis and Clark the Columbia from the Snake HRiver in

wa—a( 3 (o Copsula
October, 1805, down the riveyﬁgnd spent a miserably gmiEx

wet, dreary winter before they returned upstream.
David Thompson, geoegrapher, surveyor and astronomer for the

v
yorthwest Company, a Welshman who h§%25€;; an apprentice for the

Hudson's Bay CompanyjbB#B?6»behJ9iﬂaé“the\ﬂﬁrthﬁaaf\Cng&B? worked
. oud of-
west through the Rockigg“kf’ﬁg;se Pass. lhere he encountered the

Kootenay, which m®€C h%f%;lieved to be the Columbia.

At that time, with Capt. Gray's discovery of the river 's mouth
@OPPA9 and the Lewis and Clark expedition known, there were
apbout 900 miles of the Columbia River unknowna-ZS bhla provs

hs
In 1807hgga=ﬁ left his base at Rocky Mountain House and th.s time

he came to a northward flowing rivelr, wnere rivers were believed to
flow south,



Thompson followed u. the Athabasca and came along the Wood hiver
to the Columbia which he reached at the tupper—papé-of DBig Bend.
Here he built a cabin, the first at 9@ Boat Encampment, 1ol® miles
from where the Columbia enters the Pacific Ocean. It was here

the river turns abruptly se=SmwaEstd and it=sms here tha# the

rendezvous between trading parties)was established during fur trapping

i

Ine canoes which fhompson used for downstreaming were &GESBB6Q0

»
8% fashioned from split cedar logs, fastened together with strong ‘5

roots. They were about 25 feét in length. It was necessary to builid \[(
___________._.—-—-—————'—‘—-—-a.

several along the journey,~wsen . lhe ja@@8&9d route ‘hompson chose
was by portage to the Kootenag, thence down Clark Fork, to the

ha
Spokane and Little Spokane ,,d then a;hﬁﬂéb horseback r&& to
flo eclos the ol fTh Seohiy

Kettle Falls, where another canoe was buif%r§;$é§£§‘15 July,850 1611

Ke and determined that here

waS where Lewis anl Clark had entered the Columbia.,

pAitlly

tee /|
‘Zhe river's role in the history of the United States was eviewrmt

/& at this period, with the Northwest Company and the astorians

competing for footholds in the nenPPBIHOC newly-laid bare empir e,



vhz:me@l;ne of the Astorians, Alexander floss wi® traveled upstream

and regched Priest Rapids in 1811, giving it the name still borng/

and an B#¥r his toric name in the history of the Northwest,

few piaces
beczwse BAQODOASLADES along the Hiver or in the region retained

their

96 name for so 1long and until the present ¢#MOU daysx as Priest

Hapids.

the biéddag simme@ng difficulties between the United States and

England resulted in the War of 1812 and in impacts throughout the

/6”"4‘2“‘1 9]

g¥ng fur trading routes. =t within
-_

twenty years the transportation along the river had changed again.
M_J
fhls was the era of the French Ca.adian VOoyaguers ,C%oatmen

who trqveled in large canoes , loaded with trade goods and as many

D (rorzx
as eighty tGededegcflulsd bales) *hese bateaus

forming the fur brigades as they were called, were largeffﬁzaqgé»bﬁaﬁé
b s L5a

‘I@é with pointed prows aad Vheir draft was light to permit

gegggd low water passage. 1h§y were guided by sweeps and paddles 0LﬁJl€f

do¥Wn river. ihe bosewsn leader rode in the foremost boat which ;iﬁuf

ggaked the Union vack.

“hey shot Taplds, singing boat songs, c&?@ﬂﬁé on the shore and

portaging around d@EERM unpassable rapids at low water,Cannva,M)o +o
(AR ﬁ""“t’— ,(,._n—o'cy Ovl/w W‘



*he trappers and boatmen led proud ,wild lives, celebrating
their arrival at Fort Ueorge which later became Astoria, by
dressing in bright & sashes and head bands as they neared the
fort where they were greeted by a gun salute. ihe regale, as they
called it, followed.

(Bs¥o o)

“he trading post(which XBEB® John Jacob Astor had founded was

sold by the American company to the North West Company in 1812 ,when

5f
war wa%fgggzéggg>and just before a Rritish warship arrived there.

4 the fort in 1824

ihen the Hudson's By Company acquired i
which was then known as Fort George. It be._sme the headquarters post
for the up-Columbia trading stations at OESROPEHO Walla Walla,

OBEO Okanogan and Kettle &8 Falls
The French boatmen whesused the——river sdued many thimgs—teo—it,
(fb/uVu
q;ge french wen word, Egd®ud la patatfﬂfor potato, a word retained
C(kﬂ’lmnb"‘%"“" M%letﬂ
by the Wanapum and other river dwelling Indiagg)‘?hey introduced

corn to the Indians and "lum" or rum, and that was added to the
Indian language and was so called in the Chinook je&®b6n jargon low

oRt the river and along the coast. (wogag

“fhe Voyageurs called RédddédF the Indians at Kettle Falls AfQS:&ML&Q

Les Chandiers, named after the falls jpear—CETUTIFRe. The

Les Coeur d'Alene were the Pointed Heartsfééa/ies Serpens the Snake Indians.
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Les Nez Perices were the Pierced Noses, the Nez FPerce and Les Ietes
Plates were the Flat teads, the Salish of the Montana country.
They gave names to rivers, Le B#m@ Riviere des Chutes,

Le Rievere an Malheur (the Ill Fortune River); La Coquille, the
shell River and others, such as Le Grand Round.

The Boat Encampment was Le Encampment des dJdanged Barges, and

s Mt;..m w 5

her et orct yip—thg orisin—of the word ﬁarge for the present

work horse & boats uiﬁéﬁsﬁhﬁ&d using the Columbia. ¥ was described

in missionary journals as being 50 leagues or 150 milesfrom the
sdﬁ@ source of the Columbla on the south of the Hocky Mountains.
Les Dalles des Morts, The Dalles of the Dead was 45 miles

downstr am,:aﬁhf;he name for the narrow dalles where many boatmen
were drowned in swift water. gébded®0dRap

Priest Rapids was called Le Rapids de Priest 's Aapids.
Les Grande Dalles was the name for the dalles below old Celilo
Falls .

. . (5

Priests, such as the flev. @ Demers in the 4Us, engaged

the boatmen to bring them to the lower reaches of the river,

and there founded Cowlitz Mission . Of canoe travel the .riest wrote:

" I had with me a half breed naiwed J. B . Bbboucher and three Indians.
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"My canoe was large and contained a large guantity of baggage
among which was a bell weighing 50 pounds."
He also wrote of another trip along the river with a brigaide—"
of Porteurs , travelling from Cylville by way of Okjnagan and

Walla Walla to ©fg8g#—060 Vancouver and back , requiring three months

%ﬁ} jourweds aoo
and two days. A tell of 1817 when two Indians of

v&j Ce "O*#
the Iroquois mission I Canada with 22 warriors and settled among

Les Tates Plates, lhe Flatheads. It was from this influence £fet

the Flatheads sent)envoys to St Louils in 1830 and 1832 to obtain

plssionaries to come among them&LaﬁéG§§=¥8he he wrote of a Priest
i .

Rapids chief and family who went to St. Paul Jand was baptized under

the name of Joseph.

There were otler missionaries besides the Catholics like 7563§l>~
DeSmet who used the river for travel but the Catholics predominated.
Methodists came overland or by sea ?g§<1h those days of river boating,
rivalry was so intense that crosses , erected at some Indian setl.lement
by one missionary, would be cut down by add@@d®Q another,

DeSmet, one of the most famous Catho.ic missionaries nearly lost

his life when his canoe was upset near Co ville.

After the fur traders and missionaries, came=settrement—days,

-—

(VI S i %Mﬁ%&/
the first citfzg;$ some being ;%hnded on X0 sites of fur trading

posts.
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o

And with® opulation égﬁﬁigé, camg‘éﬁhﬂadvaﬁé=nf steam}navigatioqr’

?ﬁ%, d Ceeg
the most colorful in the river 's history, probably because there

H;"“‘]M
is 8till such a close/c6ntaet with it and the past.
/gan=1 Th =0 PP TV

LThe forerummer of the steam periodjWas the Beaver, built for the

Hudson's Pay Co.pany on the ‘hames near London in 193k.

She was a 187 ton sidewheeler 101 feet long and endured until
she was wrecked in 1888. She was planked with Euglish and african
oak, and copper sheathed. Sye was powered by Boulton, Watt
and Cowpany side.lever action engines with cylinders having W&p
a 36-inch stroke.

Each sidewheelk , 13 feect in diameter was mounted forward and
had buckets six and one-half feet long. Her pace was five or six miles
an hour. With the bark,“olumbia as tender, the Beaver %&%EEé?*ﬂﬁ%Q
Madeira, passed Cape Horn and crossed the Pacific to Honolulu.
She reached the Columbia's mouth one hundred and sixty-one days

dg.",,,,:b_’ W /% A
afte;bigaﬂéng(d%EVEsend. ggé]Fort Vancouver's gun\%iaifggunded a

welcome greeted the Columbia dd@” rather than the incon%picious Beaver.

_ \ GR7Zi vk O~
“Fhus steam navigation eese=sv the Corambias Lol
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before the days of steam navigation, sail boats browght goods

from sea.going sail vessels to Portland and to the barrier

of the Y@0 Cascades. By taded@mrrd 1843 movement of goods became a
problel because of the 1dPgBEdn increased number of settlers and

miﬁ"? L

gPewdng towns., -WiEE more wagon roads were built, river use was

[~ 295 B 4
cheaper thanSfreighting

lhe first steamboat built in the territory was the little Columbiay

\i/&w e qo (852

oEmteucts® at Upper Astoria by Capt. Dan Frost, Yen. John Adair and th

(o2
the firm of LeodNard and Green “B%=5850. She was 75 tons and 490

feet long. When her engines wore her hull out, they were r§£E£:;¥ bk
43 the New steamer, Fashion.

7ﬂhe Lot Whitcomb, built on the Willamette River, tributary to the
“olumbia, twas the first boat of style ¥EE:t in the

regiontzfaﬂ“ghe was named in honor of the founder of the town of
_Hgilwaukie:é;2;;5;;s a formidable rival to @ Portland in 1858.

John C. Ainsworth was her caftain.

LUntil Indian disturbances and troop movements into the interior,
and the increasing settlements, steamers Op€8LO operated from the

Lower River to the Cascades w.ere there was the first portage.

ihen other boats operated to theo Celilo Falls, the next portage.,
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@® 4 tramway was built at the “ascades in 1851 and transportation
increased rapidly with three boats Opea® operating between there and

‘he Dalles. A portage railway replaced the tramway ®6 which

SITES—W8 o e —SoOu L=

had used teams of oxen.

At Celiloga portage railway,wis locaied on the north side—nT She
—iirsr~—1t8e control of the river lay with thess=smEssaITing the

potide 17>y

Capt. John C. Ainsworth and a group of river men, in 1861,

gathered boats on all three stretches of the river, bought the
portage railroads and incorporated the Oregon Steam Ngvigation Co.
this provided regular traffic both ways and regular service to
Lewiston on the Snake Kiver and Priest Rapids on the Columbia.®EEh
Lon g eas 4
discovery—ef=gedd—in Idaho in 186h,g;% 22,000 tons of freight were
e 7 T o
hauled Omehetvapr Chmbabfpanin ol Zlana
cglan
Boats were perating far inland, appeawbac on Lake Pend

Oreille, Clark's Fork, the Arrow Lakes, the Kootenai, and up
the Columbia to ﬂevelstoke, B.C.. lhey also operated on

Loeur d'alene L ake (Swe=weuts) up the St. Maries river.

-

O eEatdens. extended 100 miles above Lewiston. +wo operated in Hells

The Lewiston to Lapwai Stretech of
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In those years of steamboats on the river, there were some
620 boats. ihere were paddlewheel boats, some engine-powered and the
rest were steam, fired mostly with wood fuel.

iheépfggge ﬁE@'Zﬁg ®& boats on the lower river &:;;é/screw-type
propellers.
In 1936 the historic Mary Gail, a diesel powered boat

made its appearance in the fast Umatilla rapids above Celilo, ad
accomplished an schievement old river men Xg¥ said was impossible,
From then on, with channel improvements, G688 creating slack water,
the use of river transportation has increased.

(Boat "personalities" and personaiities of kma river boat

captains and others may be «ppended as notes)



Click Relander

4 partial list: Potential scurces for extended researcn covering
relies, pictorial and documentary information for Ihe Columbia Hiver,

rain Street of the Pac.fic Northwest.

& scanning of this rough compilation should provoke ideas.

POTERTIAL COMTACISL

fhe Dalles imuseum, Hood Kiver, Lalla Walla,Portiand and other river
towns,especially in British Columbia.

daryhill Huseum of Fine Arts,Clifford Dolph,curator. Heie is the
repositery of the famous ccllection of boat mrodels by the late Judge
Wilson of “he Lalles. Sowe of thie models are now 80 years old.

ny close friend,Cliff Dolph telis me the models are the permanént
possessions of the reryhill Fusews, orecluding their purchase but not
éxcluding tnelir study for reproduction by expert model makers.

Fred Greenough, Yakima, oserator of the Hobly Shop, Exchange Glub
nend of theannual Model Plane meet, ete. says that of all the wodelmakers
e knows, none specializes in old boats. Most models now are based on
Plast.ics.

¥r. trecnough says there 1s an employs of the Telephone Conpany iun
Yakime who has made boat models in the past, is a top craftsman, hwing
to cut,carve and proesss the various pieces, and that he is exceptionally

good w.th metal working. Assumes this man is stiil around.

Isportantliy Dolph to.d me that the Judge Wilson colleetiocn of phiotos

probably the most notable boat photograph collection of the Northwest is

at kharyhill. I didn't go into detali, bul this would mean '“on file,” since
I havé seen few displayed. ( &0k avaliable in which many ol tnem have been
reproduced)s, I a0 not think the museum would oppose copylng photogruphs
for enlargement. Une of the museum direc.ors is Dr. Thomes Griffith of
lne Dalles, rather elderly now, but probably possessing scwme boat material

-

of his own in coliectable classification,



4 elippiig, picturing some of these models, at the time they were
placeé on loan and before Judge Villson's ceath, taken from my fiies is
appended, and narked for return to me.'

Doiph, himseif if consulted,might kaow of collectable materlial.

a museum of thet type is frequently offered material it cannot accept,
thougli suituble for other collections, He would rexewber who came along
offering such and such in the boat line.

Incidentally, too, Mr. Dolph, with art institute of Chicago tralning
based un his iong BWUS U experience, knows patterns for display smiands
for art works, hanging photugrsphs, backgrcunds, panels etc, e wouldbe

very liberal with me or wy friends .n shariug this valuable inflormation
so competent workmencould carry Lt cut. Lois covers sculpture "stands,"
methods of hanging pictures, lighting, sreservation, restoration, ete.

On my research trlps, and wihlle we "hash" over matters, he uakes uvailable
to me museun'guarters® as his guest. Not only that, he has a goud
knowledge of sldervads and backroads ai ine Palies, anu individualis there
who m ght know of "rdl ics.™

ihe Gevrgiana, a river boat, later re~named Lake Bonneville, in use
from avound 19ik until comtemporary times, was operating for pleasure
rides in and out of The Dallies and Hood River. 8he shou.d be in dock
sowewnere there mow, and nmight be "dead welght" for some river concern.
It is a rather hign bcat aand perhags not sultable for a building. But
it would be worih a check. Also, I suspect a check’of various river towns
up and down wou.id produce more ola-timers than is generally belleved to
exist, 1 &i80 suspect you would find thau vgricus such boats have been
burned, dismantleu, sunk etu. wiithin the past few yaars of times..that

recent.



For instance, the 8kagit Belle, the last of the Skagit River
sternwheelers, was up for sale as recent as 1%6g. Don't know what happened.
She was 206 feet long and was built at a cost of $176,000. Something

happened on one of her pleasure runs on the fkagit and she was salvaged
by Ade Youngman of Mt. Vernmon, re-hulled and offered to the first bidder,
for a possible restaurant, for $15,000. This would give some idea of
what boat men think of the value of “"disecards."

Individual artifacts would be found in salvage shops, museums, iron
works, private collections up and down the river, if one would search them
out systematically and follow up leads of contacts of individuals who
should knowe

I am interweaving names of such individuals herewith, showing the

extent of my familiarization.

QUTDOOR AUDITORIUM

At an old park at Champoeg on the banks of the Willamette is an open
air(or was there in 19508) auditorium. Dozens of old ship name plates
were preserved there such as the RHobert Young, Wentworth, Salem, rayflower,
Str. Watco, Coquille, Iralda, No Wonder, America, Hercules,Locklahama,
Relief, Madeline etc,

If this "museum" has followed the pattern of local sponsorship, it
may have been disbanded by this time and the various relies scattered to

private collectors or laying in some backyard. I don't know.

PHO OGRAPHS NEAR AT HAND

Mrs. Henry Nagel, one time resident of Ringold possessed a picture
of the TwinCities. This boat operated in the White Bluffs regions
(Clipping appended, marked for return to me). I think @y collection
containg such or a similar picture. (Sce plate 8,after page 28: in

Drummers and Dreamers.



Yr, William Gannon ( B1l), operator of the Yakiwa Chief Hop Ranch
at Mabton has the .abton Wagon Mumeum, which if you have not seen would
be .orth your while., He also is & good and close friend of mine. I
suspect he has some boat material, purchasable, in his museum such as
bells, whistles etc.

I recall too that Bill dropggd me a note about six months ago asking if
I wanted to buy an I;dian canoe, a nice one over in Idaho, up far sale
at a good price. He would have taken it but was tied up at the time on
"transportation/ HI1l is to have luncheon with me at a historical meeting
here kay 6 and I will judiciously sound him out.

One thing I fuel sure he must have will be an old catalogue of
engines etec. He specializes in material of this kind for his own library,
but mainly stage cocaches, wagons etc.

PADDLEWHEEL CLOSE AT HAND

The large, about eight foot paddlewhesl from an old stern wiseler
and a large iron bell were presented to the Benton County Historical
Spoelety by Frank B. Hogue, retired Paterson fery opperator. Clipping
appended, marked for rsturn to me,

(The clippings are only a few from the fieles. But they are keys,
and inthis instance relate to clues and "thinking.) st of my files
are typescript, old clippings, old pamphlets etc.

MARINE PARK and GEORGIE BURTON

And I don 't know what hap ened to the Georgie Burton, which in
1540 was taken from Portland to the"Marine park being developed at
Ihe Dalles." I never saw such a park there but uight have overlooked
ity or it m ght have failed to materialige and the GB might still be
rotting away.

The Georgie Burton , in service 1906, was pre-ented to ‘he Dalles

by the Western Transportation Cnmpany of Portland.



"Following its arrival at The Dalles the old-timer will be conve: ted
to aamuseum of early day €Columbia River navigation"

This leads to the strong possibllity that should acgquisition of an
old -time boat or such material be determined upon, it is possible that
someone armed with propei guthority would be favorably received by various
officials of marine and boat companies on the river, who have such material
"stored" or "rotting away" and would like to see them have proper homes.

The Corps of Army Enginecrs would be another prolific source.

ADDITIONAL AHEA MATERIAL

Not to be overlooked wouid be a park setup, vista house, Indian
material, scul,ture, model long howe (which could be built by the
Indians with proper dire. tion ) beaver pelts still obtaingblej foods of
the area, Indian hemp, Juniper, salmonspecles, Indm sweat house for
one corner of the "park" etc.

And not to be overlooked the bridges, like Vantage and the earlier
iitty.Grant ferry, pleasure boating and interest in boating, enlarged
pictures of the Columbia at Friest Rapids before the Dam, Indians etc,

Not to be overlooked would be murals according to the buildings.
The top muralist in the west is E. B.Quigley of Portland, who is an
artist of high recognition and thoroughly experienced,

Living close to me is another muralist, not so experienced.

He painted one picture in a series for the apple commission and Fruit
Industries Inc. of loading a river boat with apples at Wenatchee, 4here
were copies of this around, about 12 x 1% and I've asked him for one to

send, but it has not shown up yet . He worked up a series of historical
sketches for the Chinook Hotel it tney were never accepted although I
suzpect he has them. Artists someti..es y 1f not ¢t oroughly tops like
Quigley who work dirsct on the wall, paint panels which are fastened to
the wall, '



SOUHRCES AVAILABLE FOR PICIURES, RESEARCH, LE&ADS EIC.
Including ones with which I have contacts and in most cdses close
personal contactes.
vashington State Historical Scclety, Tacoma, Bruce LeRoy,director.
Montana 8tate Llstorical Society (for bateaux and fur trader
material (Helena, Montana, kike Kennedy, director. (This museum had
reproduction of bull boat at museum, large, made of buffalo bull hide, but
t.dls was kind commonly used on the upper reaches of tis Eakumbim.Missouri,
University of Washl gton Library, several archives there,
Washington State University, Mrs. lary averyygrcnivist, should be
more prolifit on this subject than the University of Washington.
National Archives and Smithsonian Institution , h,ve scveral good
contacts there, including John Bwers, assistant , top authority on
Slacxfoot culture, wide background who set up the “lackfoot Museum at
frowning Montana or had much to do with ite He is thorou hly familiar
with Smithsonlan material and would know of any photos,dgawings etc.
bateaus, fur trader canoces etcs
Oregon State liistorical Bgeiety, Portland, Ore. Best source for
photos of boats equal to or perhaps more extensive than the Judge Wilsen
Collection at Maryhill. ‘homas Vaughn,dircctor. (best personal contact
here,mall would be superficial).
Astoria, severzl likely contacts there, just neverh ppened to lave
worked that area more than incidentally.
Iurner, ferryman at Lyons Ferry has old Lyons ferry journals, some
fire damaged, dating from the '60s,
Familyof the late Jackson P.Richmond, rriest Rapids ferryman,
had ferry journal and some photos they used .in land condemnation

cases. My be "impounded" in the court evidence.



lom Btockdale, Vantage, later day boatman. Probably has uaterial
right at Vantage and closely guarding it with own ideas in mind,

Pretty much for his own development, but you know him., Same with Cull
White, who you know, a serious amateur, getting older than he appears,
and quite a "wanderer® in his conversation, better on horses and cattle
but gets around.
Ted Van Arsdol, formerly of Pasco, formerly a reporier for mey

now working for Vancouver paper, a good historical writer, a good
re.earcher, has done lots of prowling around river places, should know
locations of old boats and relics.

The late Judge Brown of Ckanogan and Colville had many boat ledgers,
don't know what happened to them since nis death.

Nard Jones, author, Seattle, a co-curator with me at S&ate
Historical Syciety, mostly familiar with U.W. archives,some field research,
best on Puget sound. Ditto: Robert Hitchman of Seattle and Don Clark,
same city whose home in Lawton Woods, Seattle, is "fe.toned " with boat
(sea guing and Puget Sound #elies) mostly., :

Ceapt. C... Ash, Astoria, dean of Columbia River pilots.

Capt. A. Leppaloute, The Dalles, foruer manager of Inland
Havigation Co.

Mrs. Hagzel :il s, archives, Washington State Library,0lymyia, wife
of Randall Mills who wrote Stern Wheelers on the Columbia, She is a
writer in her own right and is working on sovmething now, might be
stern wheelers,

Pr. Robert Ruby, Moses Lake, gets around on upper river res..arch,
should Lwwve boat pictures, for sure ferry boats. Co-writer with John
Brown of Wenatchee Valley College of Chier Moses ‘material, now in hands
of publisher and wien it comes out, a good stimulate to Friest Rapids

llterature and Indians.



Myown material includes letter and poem, written by and in the
hand of Capte W.P. Gray of Pasco, one of the most coiorful, in
envelope, his return aduaress, aliout 19l4; some lithographs, wmaps,
some photos, not too many, some negatives, books, pawphlets etc.
but nothing in "reiic® line.

Also: Bix pages, pasted on of i1,land Em ire newspaper of The Dalles,
Saturday,Dec, 28,1878 and thereafter of articles on Steamboating
History of a Great Avoecatlon on Qur Grand Rivers, Copies of logs
of stcamboats from Lula D. Crandall, now dead at The Dalles , her
aiticles on steamboating etc,

I would have more than a dozen books germain to the subjeet,
one, Mills Sternwheelers on the Columbia ccontaining numerous photos
showing their origin (most were from the Judge Wilson colleetion),

The best book on the Columbia is Layman's The Columbia, long out
of print, well illustrated and selling now around ¥30. (umy co,y got
avay from me),

Frocurable at LaPush would be some decom:issioned Indian dugout

canoes and probably could be obtained without excessive cost although
no one dares "just pick thew upe" Last summer 1 saw sowe there

that were partially decomposed, others just "tied up" and obviously
unused for several years. Better ones, outfitted with outboard motors are

in use there,
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