Tieton dam

After eight years spent at Rimrock in the midst of the
great activity occasioned by the building of the hﬁge Tieton dam,
J.C. Ralston , gove nment gurchasing agent now sess the end of
his work in sighte. .

During this time Mr. Ralston ha: watched a mountain gorge
untouched by the hand of man, grow into the greates dirt
dam of the world., »

Every piece of equipment used , every load of material that
went iﬂto the da, eveyy article of stock for the su ply store
and every morsel of food fed to the workmen passed
through Mr. Ralston's hands on paper and receiv d@ his okeh before
being purcha-ed. He‘knows this side of the story of the dam well.

W _rk on the project was first started on January 6, 1917, —
withthe construction of the road to Rymrock. Mr. Ralston arrived on
February 3 when the camp was an infant.At that time there wegﬁ
apout 30_;en engag;d in freighting supplies and material. There
is 1ittle about the place as it’now looks to remind him of its
app arance then. Cabins and buildin s soon sprang up and the
place bacams a miniature city with its own water,nlight and steam
Bating systems.

At its height Rimrock contained some 400 cottages , a hotel,
hospit ail, store; mess hall and pool ro;m. A:l the amusement of
the workers wa built by the government. On an average of

400 men were employed oé the project, the number ranging from a
minimum of 400 to a maximum of €008 650. A:l that is left of
this busy 1little camp 1is a group of 40 cottages and warehouss.
Fhr the most part, 1ife at camp rancon a smoothly as in
any small city and was nearly as domestic. Many men brought their
wive§ and @dP&BAOA children to live there while they worked:

During the last three years of construction 150 families lived at



Rimrock. lhe reclamation service maintained its own store, carrying
a $12,000 stock. The store handled a complefe line of
wearing apparel, dry goods and gboceries.

As purchasing agent Mr. Ralston bought on an average of
$350,000 worth Bf material, supplies and equipment yearly. Purchase
was made by the carload and were brought to the main warehouse at
Naches C,ty where they were checked and stored. From Naches they
were freighted and hauled b truck to the warehouse at Rymrock.
Here they were apportioned out to the different departments.

A stock ranging in value fram $75,000 Eo $100,00" was maintained
donstantly at Rimrocke.

The largest single order was for an electric shovel which
cost $6b $63,000 delivered. O,e contract for cement amoun.ed to
§69 $68,000 but called for delivery over a period of ssveral
months. :

The mmst ex¢iting event at the camp, Mr.Flston be ieves,
was th: flood in t e winter of 1917. It started with an 18-inch
snow on Thanksgiving day which was followed by almost daily rains
until Decembe 23. The work on the dam propsr ha not begun but
the road was washed out, caushing nearly $30,000 damage.

1 g camp was without fresh meat and mail for two ‘weeks and
food supplies were rationed. Mr. Ralston made the trip on horseback
after the mail when the road finally became passable. He found 40
sacks accumulated much of it holiday mail. Hg found he could bring
only eight wacks so he took all the first class mall and as many
C. ristmas packages as possible. It was some time before trucks coud
get through with the rest.

The fire of May , 1919 was another exicting event i camp
life. Starting ir the hotel it destroyed that building, the

hosgital and six cOnd0a0dd cottaves. The cause was never known.



tieton

labor imported

Jt‘b::-ty-two Austrians for work on t he government proect
in the Yieton were browht into the city Saturday moming by
Berg Eva, well known employment agent of Portland.

“fiter scouring the city for several dgys to sscure men,
local emplo ment agents gave up the %qsk as a bad job amd it was

absolutely necessary to @ll on agents fram the coast.



Rimrock

4ssurance that the Rimrock road will be kept open to the
public the coming year and maintained in passable condition was
made at the conference late yest erday afternoon in the county
comnlssianers office at which representat ives of the federal
reclamation and forestry departments and the canty officials
&dopted a maintenance program for 1926,

Each of the three departments agreed to contrioute §6 $300 toward
the maintenance of the road. ,*he county will furnish the graders
and tractors necessary to the upkeep. While the read will not be
maintained 1ike & boulevard, it willb e kept in good enough
condition so it may be used by automobiles. '_*'he entire 24 miles
of the Naches rad tothe dam will bekept up in this fashion,

J.L. Lytel, represented thereclamatiocn se;rvice. E.J. Finley the
T arestry depar tment and Cmmnis;iai;ers George Alexander and W.L. Parker

the ‘county. If any individuals or organi:tions see fit to
cortribute furds to the road that amount will be added to the
amount ‘already subscribed,

Simce campletion of the Himrock dam during the summe r and
annaincemsnt fram thereclamation officlals that they would discontinue
all maintenance on the road, there have been numerous conerences, 4,
toll road was favored by those whoattended & meeting called by the
Chamber of Commerce....The Yakima Herald, Yot 14, 1925,



Tieton Heclarmation

June 8 1s the date upon which t'he opening of t he
Tieton pmroject is to be formally celebrated by the people of

the Yakima valleye..

“*he secretary of the interior has fixed themaximum unit for
the subdivision of excess private lands under the Tieton
irrigation projecct at 40 acres of irrigableland. This
infarmation is contaiw d in a dispatch received by the *‘epublic
fran the department of the in erior at “ashington t oday.

:ha 8 cretary in acco-dance with this ruling has directed
that the public lands be divided as far as practicable
into farm unit's containing nd more than 40 acres and not less
than 20 acres of irrigable land.

In addition the dispatch contains thef ollowing:

"Land owners under the Yieton project will be permitted
to retain 80 acres of irrigable larmd. It is expected that
early this sumier it will be possible to prepare for >
promulgation, before the irrigation season of 1911,
township plats showing the irrigaple larmds , public and private
which can be placed under irrigation under the provision
of tle reclamation act during the irmrigation season of 1911,

"The soil of this section is volcanic ash underlaid with hard
pan ard is considered exceedingly fertile. “he climate is
mild with only occasional extremes of heat and cold. .f‘.he
growing season is long and practically rainless and the
principal produc ts are hay,hops and fruit,.

"The general te lief is that the Tieton land will be used
largely far fruit raising and old farmers in t hat vicinity
cansicer that 10 acres of fruit land a e sufficient for a

family. The chief markets are tlke Puget Sound

ritia~r QADAFare and Fha llagk. Havy 19 nanally ahinned +n +ha



sound and the bulk of Iruit am hops goes to the east="

Yakima fepublic, March 18, 1910,



Reclamation

‘he secretary of the interior has approved the report of
the board of engineers submitting plans for securing
additional storage capacity to wrovide 40,000 acre feet
of water for the lands under an extension of the Sunnyside
canal,

This starage is to oe obtained at Lake Kachess where, in
addition to the present available storage, the requisite amount
can be obtained by deepening th drainage channel fram the
natural lake and providing regulating works for t he same
which will be a part of the permanent comstruction on the
ultimate plan fram lake Kachess storage reservoir,

The work will be rartly earth excavation , it is estimated and
will cost between $50,000 and {Q;G0,000--Yakima' “epublic,

3 ebrvary 28, 1910,



of 700 have been employed at one time,

L

The wor k of the reclamation scrvice on the ~i ton is confined

to the “ie@®6fi “avhes division at the present time. This

unit it is plannedto ave completed and ready for irrigation

during the 1910 seasone Yakim: “epblic, Yanuary 7, 1910,



Re, lamati on

The larges amount of money spent in any individual enterprise
in theYakima valley during Lhe year just closed was disoursed
throughthe of fice of the U.S. reclamation service in the
city at the corner of B and North I:OU]? th avenue. “he amount is
approximately 850,000, 350,000 in supplles and %550,000 in
labote

One hundred and f ' fty thousand dollars of the amount spent for
labor was paid out in the lower valley. Apiroximately $700,000
represent s the permanent Iimprovement in thevicinitye

All of the 700,000 spent will effect developnenﬁt of the
air lands tributary to North Yalcimae, the lamds that come under the
Tieton of which there are some 30,000 acres., “iguring 10 acres
to a family this is enough to support a family of four
comfortably, and will under production, support 3,000 families

“ith this section tapped by the lectric line wih isnow
projected into the vicinity, North Yaki_ma will pe the comuercial
trading city for some 12,000, almost t e po ulation of the
Citye J

There are hundrecs of thousands of dollisrs yet tob e spent
in developing the Tieton scheme. “he work at Bumpfing lake
the yet remains to be dore will consume thegreater part of

next season amd there is the work on the laterals ard distrbution

systems.

3

The work on the B

umping ake project, which is a part of the Illieton
project Aid not cea e this year until “ecember 1. \

Bumping lake elevation is 1900 feet higher than ¥orth
Yakima. he lake is situated up in the mountyins where

the snow flies early in the year.



Up in the mountains a reservoir is being conatrucied
to store the surplus waters and snow of the winter which
will seek the lake from the surronding watersheds. This
water is belng stored toreplace water that will be talen fram a
tributary to the Yaches river, the Tieton, to water the fieton
aCres. lhe wa ers of the Naches river having already been
ap ropriated , it is necessary to provide for such *
replgcement.

Thebumping:river flows from bu'mping lake down the ©

umping canyon
into the Naches, A half a iile below the outlet of the lake a

dam is being built . On either side betwesen

the dam and the lake are high hills., *‘his irmense area will
eventual 1y become a part of the lake.

40 hundred and fifty thousand yards of dirt are necessary for
the construction of the dam. It is 3,500 feet long. In the bed of
the river is an outlet pipe. Though this Dby means of gates the
flow of the Naches is regulated. At the west end of the dam
is a spillway to allow surplus waters to flow over the obstruction
without the necessity of regulation,

The stretch of canal from the headgates to the distribution
system is the main canal. The canal from the headgates winds
thr ougy rocky hills and tunnels,

“he rest o the project is divided into three parts
commonly known as the first, sicond armd third units,

Tye first unit isreferred to by the reclaration service as
the Naches system. -t °is loca ted petween the north fork
of the Cowiche and the Naches rivers.

L

Work on the main canal in the “ieton was completed last “ugust.

*he largest number of men employed on the project at

any one time was 350 during the seaBOidd past season. s many
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Sunnyside
R.,K, Tiffany wi1ll be assistant to Project J'~'='ngin er
E. McCullough in the cons truction and maintenance department
of the Sunnyside project.
He 1#ill 1 ok after the field work along the canal,.
The office of irrigation manager, which has been held by Walter
N. Granger will be abolished on February 15 amd the work will be
looked after. dire ctly by thepeoject engineer,
(Effecgive february 15, 1910,)
Under the management of Walter N. Granger the headqua ters
have been mainkined at éillah but in the future the headquarters
will be carried on much as jresent , at Sunnyside.

The secretary of the interior nas awarded contracts to E,J. Ward
of Prosser for cmstruction of east lateral and sub laterals under
the Byron division of the Sinnyside unit, Yakima irrigation
projecte The contract involves the exvavation of 15,100
cubic yards of material, the funishing and placing of pipes,
culverts, flumes and measuring boxe and two eight-foot 60614 -
bridge apBiddd spans. The contract price is w4,534.wYakima
Republic, “eb. 4, 1910,

e

The yearly repart of Yalter W, Granger, former manager of
the Sz-._nnyside canal has just been filed with the dire c;tor of
the U.S+ reclamation service at Wash., D.C. t is filed as astatement
of results obtained under the Sunnyside @nal from Nove 1, 1909
to October 31, 1909,

"During the past year the Sunnyside district hasmade a ma-erial

growth both in population and in area of land under irrigation,

-

f
There were two new units opened forvwater, one

under the extension of the canal comprising an arca of 3916



acres and another under the liabton district served by. the
Mabton siphon of 2,489 acres.

"ne population is estimated to have increased from 17,000
to 19,500 the increasde coming ma tly from the middle western
states and largely comprised of #merican farmers .

"Water was delivered to an acre of 47,000 acres as against
42,000 the year before, an ircreass of 4,700 acres,.

"One mew line of railroad wa projected through the cuntry,
the 17 rth Coast and is now under construgction, besides the Northern
Pacific branch which now taps the center o the district , is
be ing extended at both ends to comect with the main line track,
thus fomning a loop which it is expected will be used as a part of
a douwle t rack systema

"The towns of the district, 4il ah, Yranger, Sunnyside aml
Grandview have made substantial growth and a number of
newmanufactaries have been bullt wuch as fruit and vegetable
canneries, alfalfa mills, in addition water works and
lighting plants and an electric power line has been run through
the valley. #1so the buildim of a systen of modern roads by the
county was comienced.

"The amount of water delivered tothe land was, K 3,47 a cre feet
per acre. The total cost of maintenance and operati on was 41,000,
On the Hasis of 47,000 acres irrigated the cost pe acre was
8743 contse

"During a normal fruit year the a verage yield per acre o apbples
is01® 14 tons, peéars 12 tons, pesches 10 tons, plums 10
tons, prunes 10 tong grapes 12 tons, timothy andclover 5 tons,
hops , one ton; alfalfa seven tons, potatoes eight tonsl oats 85
bushels and corn 80 bushels

"The fruit crop in theYakima val 7y during the season wa largely
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below +the ave age o the last 20 years. The shortage in the crop
was particularly made u p by reason o the prevailing high prices
andthe price s received for the oth crops were above the average

of former wears.

"It is estimaced,ard this estimate is based upon approximate
crop returns, that the tatal vdAue of the crops produced in the
Sunnyside d B trict was 3,000,000,

The average value of crops produced, based upon an irrigated

area of 47,000 acres, was ¥63.83 per acre. ‘his

result however is slightly misleading for the reason that at least
20 per cent of the irrig ted area was in youngfruit trees

and not yet in bearing and also in alfalfa ard other

permanent crops not scededthis year., is does not inclide

the value of the incresse in livestock ard the sale of dairy
moductss" The bulk of the report inclidee letters fro: individuals

etcas.Yakima Republic, Yeb 4, 1910,
b2l



Irri ation

Selahn

Ira P, Englehart, former manager and president of the Selah
Canal swsbamy sSysteul . rerding out circulat letters to t he
owners of water rightsf and the users of water under the Selah
valley canal inwhich he asks them to select four versons
to act with oneperson to be named byMr. En:lehart as a board of
trustees of the Pelah Water comliany.

He asks that these fourpersons should be chosen as soon as
possible to take up the management of th'é canal for 1910,

In this way the users o the canal will control the management
of the system and will practical¥yy have clilarge of.it. Each
acre of land will be entitled to one vote,

In the letter Mr. Englehart points out tha the canal
system is in good shape and is raying a net income
Of $4415.48 above running expenses, lMp. C ift will continue
to get the canal in shape for 1910 so that the pr';)posed board
can begin service by #pril 1, 1910

"eeeeveo.None of us will live always and the canal will probably
run for all time so I think it proper T orthe beut mterests of
all concerned tha®t the land owners ard twater users take up
the quedion of opera ing the cangl. :he total income from the
water rents of the canal is %10,690.43 per year. ‘J‘he cost oi:

cleaning out the ditch etc. each year should be about 1,000,"
‘he Yalkimg Republic, January 28, 1910,

The menagement ofthe Selah malley canal is to.be taken.
over entirely by the water users and there remains only a few minor
matters to be comsidered before this is finally accomplished. ! nis
was the result of a meeti_ng,. held by the water users on f riday aftennoon
in Kings hall in Selah at which t here were present about 140 who

are interested.



President Ira P. Inglehart was pre ent and presided.
It was suprested that the water users get tose ther and
organiz e and appoint four of the five
trustees. YWith this in view two committ es were appointed to
report at a mesting tobe eld on l"ebruary 12.The committees
which willmeet with E':glelrlar't a1nd other officers o the
canal is composed of Messers Forney,Mclee, L‘eorge
Dean, F.C. Henry anmd “rmstramge The committee to inspect the
canal is cmposed of t he ligssrs Joe H. Lancaster, Yalter Howe,
Leonard, Olson and ¥Yr, Cornue,

The “elah Vevelopment company with Ira Epglehart as
president and manager tookbver the canal when 1t was a very
inefficlent ditche They took it out o embarrassmenl{: and
litigation and made it as good as any of the longer ard larger
canals in the countye. |

It is 6uB0 pointed out that those under the canal that they
have a chaper rate of maintenance than almost any ofthe
other important canals, The cost under the old system is %10
an a cre ard "fl.25 underthe extension. ‘his brings in 10,690
ormore a year more than is needed to keep u p, marager and pa trol
the canale.
It is pointedout that the Selah-Mcxee canal costs about 2
an acre ard the Cargdon canal watering l.ob Hill costs about the
same. VWalter ¢lift is assistant t(; Mre “nglehar t--Yalkima

Republic, Feb. 4, 1910,



Irrigation--Selah

Owners and users of theYelah ditch ele ¢t d fivemembers of a
board of trustees “aturday to serve far a period of two months
and to complete arranggments for taking over of the mansg ement
of the diltch by the owners and users.

The Selah Water campany'!s ditchirrigate: about 12,000
acres of land tamd this wilQO move will IY_l&l’l that the affairs
of the ditch will pass into the hands of the farme s, land owners
and users. *he land owners and water user number about 250
under the Selah ditch, many of whom make their re idence in
North Yakima. Themeeting was held in Fing's hall at Selah.

es.The fol lowing comprise the newly elected board
of trustees R0 to wom the incorp ration details were referred:

James Ie6@8 Lancaster, Dr. J.S. Klosber, C.L. Bradley,
George H. Biehn and W,B, Armstrong. "he board will elect
officers and will negotiate with ditch company owfdfiz§ ofiicers
Ira P, E,lglehart, present mana erof the canpany had asked
the owmers amd .sers to take overthe affairssaying
they could give better scrvice--‘hevaltima Republic, “eb. 18,

1910,



0 Reclamation=Tieton
Prosger
Canal construction on the Tieton unit of the Yakima project will
be sufficiently advanced during the irrigation season of 1910
to allow the furnishing of flood water to approximately 10,000
acres this year,
‘ne lams are in private ownership and are located in to nships
13 and 14, range 17, townships 13 and 14 r ange 18 and township
14 range 16.
The secre-ary of the interior has granted authority to furnish
this flood water on a water rental basis in the irrigation
season at a rate of w150 per acre for the season to those water
users within the first unit of the ‘ieton project who made
appolcation for such service be ore March 1, 1910 or at such time
thereafter as Jortions of the lateral sy:=tem of the %ieton canal ag
completed or as demmad advisﬁable by the ésListant supervising
engineer.,

Thes ecretary of the interior has formally approved a plan
where by the reclamat ion service may undertake to furnish water to
about 2,200 acres of land in the wicinity of PTrosser during the
season of 1911, fhe conditions to be complied with in general
are as follovs:

That the bullding charge for lands which have a water right
from the Prosser Falls Land & Power company as shown by the
abstract of title amd reparts of the company which lmve been
Submitted to the office aof the reclamation se:vice at lloi'th Yakima
be Bixed at ¢ 31 per acre; that the building charge bo lands
without water rights by fixed at %52 per acre, the same as
for other lands in the Sunnyside project and that the operation
and mairtenance charges for all such lands be the same as are fixed

from time to time far other lands in the Sunnyside projecte..



That before construction is auth.rized at leact 90 per cent
of the lands having a ITosser Falls Land /: Power company water right
and 90 Ler cent of the & nds having no such water right or a total
amount of land which w’'1ll give in equivalent return in monsBy on
the tasis of such building cha ges must be subscribed
ferF¥n{the sunnyside Water Users! association i n®60d OgPogdenr and
the town of Prosser must enter into a proper contract with the
United “tates for the supplying of the town with water for
Irrigation purposes subject to the stipulations that should the
town secure the release to the nited “tates o f 2 =00 1=2
cubic ‘eet of water per second ,being part of the I'ive cubic
feet of water per secondheld by the Prosser Falig Land &

Power company for irrigation purposes the town of Irosser will
receive a credit on account of the charges under such contract to
the extent of {2000U . $2,900.

4 relinquishrient to the United States of 25 cubic feet of water
per second by the Prosser Falls Land & Power company free of _
all liens conditions or charges of any ckind.

The securing without cost to the United States of all
neceszary right of way for pipe lines, canals and incidental
Structures for the warks n ecessary for carrying out this agreement.

The secretary directs the reclamati on service that when these
cord itions are satisfactorily fulfilled construction of the
works necessary to irrigate the Prosser lands may be undertalen
and that such construction shall be taken up in advance of the
commencement of work for amy pumping plants for the Sun_yside

project=-+he Yakima Republic, January 28, 1910,



L(wmb?zzz;é fZ‘/VQL/ 60"%' “eclamation-Sunnyside

Walter N. Granger of ©illah has been completély exonerated
of the charge preferred aga nst him by the trustees of the

Sunnyside Yater Users!' association . He is manager of the ~unnyside

p L

canal,
The word was received fpom “ashington DeClay
The exvneration cames from the secretary ofthe int-riocr,
R.A. Balilinger, and approw of the rec rmendation that all
charges complaints and criticism filed against lir. Upanger be
dismissed,
Y1t contaime d the following conclusion:
"That "alter 1l. Granger has in no way been guilty

of discrimination, irregularities or misconduft in his
management of t he Swnnysiae reclamation project and that instead
of criticism he is entitled to commendation from the govermment
for the faithful, honest amd efficient manner in w ich he has disch
arged his official duties as irrigation manager for said project
and comrmendation from the people residing under t he system and rec
eiving water thenfrom..Further, I consider Mr. LIranger
one af the most thorough irrigationists kaave ever come in

contact with and that his administration of affairs concerning
the Punnyside reclamation project am his dealingé with the water
users association have been fair, impartial and honest and that
he is entitled to credit therefor..." The Yakima Rep bliig

January 14, 1910,

Sunnyside water users of the S:nnyside Wgter Users ass ciation
“aturday r eelected the ddd board of trustess the story o whose
dealings with the reclamation s rvice in the year pasthas not been
a tale of unmitigaged harmony. ;he major ity was from 100 to 4500

over 40,000 acres of land being represe ted by votes cast on the



pasie of a vote per acre,

“he trustees elected were: Usor e Rodman, Arthur Gurley,

4

P.J. 0c Huesenbury, R,.H. Bone, £.L, Artz, J.F. Donahue and

i 1
FoW. Morrisees....Yakima epublic, January 14, 1910,





