Steamboating

(Tulu D, Crandall collection. Yiasco county
Library, The Dalles,)

Sgt, June 17th, 1873-Hon John Brazee has been appoin®d agent
for the 0.8.N. company at this place. We welcome Mnp. Brazoe amonb us
con nechisemo guatos #t the same time we tender our congratulations
vbo Mr. Edward Holland on his app intment as telegraph opserator.
Sat, June llth, 1878=0_ Tuesday af terncon Captain Ainsworth
president of the 0U.S. N campany accompanied by General Sprague of the
N.P.E.E., company and severcl other gentlemen arrived on the steamer
Idaho from below and imeciantely went an voard the s teamer Shoshone
f or the purpose o taking her over the Cascade rapids to Portland. The
captain having first ascerbalned thea all was ready below made his way
to thewheelhouse and sounded the whistle for all on board and then «
toot tocast off when the boat comenced to move off and In a few minutes
the Shoshone was out in th stream paddling away for dear life, bound for
Poptlaml where she arrived the same evening gdoout 10 o'clock , all safe
and sound.
“his 1s the steamboat, it will be re@ef8 remerbered, that was built
ty the 0.S.N. copany on Snake fiver at 01d's ferry over 400 miles

west (Sic 7% )fram here to carry freight from that point to B

olse
City, a distance of 40 ar 50 miles, But as the c ity was afterwards moved
back from the river same 16 miles the teamsters preferred to carry

t heir freight directly to its destind ion rather than to place it on

a steamboat to haw 1t carried so short a disfance and then to again have
to transport it by wagon. Under the circumstanc s this venture proved
an entire failure at & cost to the company of not less than ¥100,000 .

Several ye arsasago this boat cormemced thé hazardous ard difficult

voyage of thedoecp canyons of Snake river, the dalles of the Columbis
ard the Cascados which as we have atated a@ove she has at least
accomplished successfully,having ;travelsd be tween s ven and eight

hundred milea from the inerior to Portlanda



2 3
The boat 1s in excellent condition haviig been rebuilt while hers

and 18 supplied with good engines. ?;e wish the Shoshone good luck,

Sate. June l4th, 1873-The Sposhone made the passage of ihe lascaces,
six miles , in 11 1-2 minutes or less than a mile in two minutesa. ‘lg
are informed the tt heShoshone went over the Cascades withou receiving
a scratch and without any trouble whatever,

Notew-

At 01d Fort Boise the company bullt a large sternwheeler, the
Shoshone to run on Snseke river between 01d's }:‘err;y and Bolse , This wms
in 1866 and Yaptm in Josiah Myrick was her commander. ‘he Bhoshone
traversed more continuous miles of the Columbia, Snake
and Willamette rivers than any cther boat ever owned by any steamboat
companye.

The Shoshone 1s the only bost that ever negotiated the box
canyon of the Spake river called the Seven Yevils canyon. llo steamer was
ever cons tructed under g reater difficulties in the northwest that those
that confronte the builders of the Shoshone, H ndrdds of m les from 8f
a machire shop or a sawmlll they labored under disanvantages that the
builders of te first boats on the river know nothing about. the lumoer
was whip=sawed or hewsd in the vicinity and the iron was carried in m
pack enimals, armd worled into shape afterwards on the ground,

The expenses ran up to an amount that would have bullt several fine
steamersat ‘he Dalles or Celllo . The company had greatl expectations
of blg travel inthe Bolse mires am tlkggtheir hopes: beenr ealized
the Shoshone night have e en a money maker as many of t heir boats
were on the lower rivers .

Before the Shoshonef was ready far business a shorter route to the gld

fields was discovered and the cat was & deaud loss on t e company's
hands until 1870 when Captain Yy Smith was sent to bring her down to
Le.iston, Smith rade a good start fran Huntih gton but when he reucked

Lime Point he abandoned her. f‘ater Captainpas Miller and D.E, Buchanan
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engineer, succeedcd in meking the run for Lewiston safely.

On June 29thlaptain Miller brought her over Tymwater falls ard she
was hauled out at ‘he DPalles end exters ive repalrs were made and she
ran as a cattle boat until June,1873 vhen “a)tain Ainsworth took her
over the Lascade.. """he company sold her to the Willamette river
Transportation company and she ran on the Willamette river until 1874
when she struck & rock at Salem and sank. It was impossible to raise her
ard her machinery was tal®n out in licvember and the old hulk left to
itse fate.
It floated off in Jamuary and ame down theriver as far as Lincoln
where 1t was secured and the remains of the famous oldcraf't that had
been in so many stirring scenes became & chicken house, after Im ving
traversed the chain of r ivers fro‘m a po it mea the capitel of the territory
of Idaho and came to her end in the beautiful Willamette at Uregm's
state capitale.

‘he remarieble voyahe has never been paralled and it deserves more than
passing mentlone. After Capt:ain Cy Smith left the Shoshone ard reported
~to Yaptain #4nsworth tiat it was impossibb to proceed further she
was abandorned and Ailnsworth almoat decided that she could n@0 rot vhere

ghe lay o But owing to the heavy expense the company had been to in
her construction in tha God~forsaken region he decided to send Captain
Sebastian Mil era nd Chief Engineer Buchanan with instructions to
bring t he boat through even at the risk of losing her,
Toey left Portland on arch 21st, 1870 am af ter landing at

Unatilla by boat they were compelled to iravel on buckboarda, sleds,
wagons, horseback and afoot and erived at Unian on the 28th, a weeks
travel.

on April lst they loft Union and traveled 13 days beforeurriving at
Lime Point on “nake river. ‘hey then proceeded down the river
reaching the Shoshone two days late, being @@ 16 days from Union amd
22 days from Portlande
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4he boat was in charge of two watchmen whose names were Livingston ami

Smithe

Befare startind down streem the boat wes p t in as good order as
possibled and Ier machinery overhauled. fer crew now consisted of five
men, Yaptain Miller, “ngimer f’uchanan, Mate Iivingstm, I'iremsn Smith
and the deckhand, W.F, Hodges.

The Shoshone was built of mountain pine vwhich is very brittle when

soft and seasoned.
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Sat. June 21st, 1873-Passengers who arrived from Levwiston report the
the Snake river at that point had reached within four inches of the
162 flood. Tiey also reported that when they left it had fallen about 16
inches and was still fallinge

Sat.August Z 9th, 1873-“aptain Ainsworth came up yesterday
afternoon for the purpmse of trying the new steamboat, Daisy A nsworth
but as we went to press before the bO0 trial came of ©, we were unable
to give an account.

Sat. June 14th, 1873-Mr. E, Wood, for several years resident agent
ard Mp. W.C, Gardner, telegraph operator, bothemployees of the 0.3.N.
company in this city left these scenes during the week for other climes.

Sat June 1l4th, 18’75-uaptain fdinsworth left Portlamd on Tue sday morning
last at 5 o'clock and returmed at 10:30 the gume day. This is the
first ins tance of the kind on record,.

Vice President Jim Reed of the 0.S.N. CO. ard Vice President Rice of
the 11.P.R.R. returned fram a trip to Lewiston last evening.

Sat. Augus t 16th, 1873-The new steamboat ,Daisy Ainsworth took the
place of the Idaho on theroute betwsen this city and the Cascades on
last Monday and ha already becam a great favorite with the traveling
community. She comes up in @ every respect to tke anticipation of
her builders, b oth in sm ed armd generala ppearances.

Sat, Sept. B, 1873=Mn. John S, Schenck, formerly agent at Wallula has
been appointed resident agent for the 0.3.N. company in this city. Mre
Schenck has been in the employ of the company for many years and is well

qualified Dboth by expe '‘ience ard education for the position. “e bid
him welcome.

Saturday, Sept. @8 27, 1973-Captain Samuel Holmes, re ident agent

at Celilo for the 0.S.N. company is lying in a very critical conditi on



2at present caused by hemorrhage of the lungs. On Thursdaye ve ning
Drs Howard and Robbins were sent for bu::vewere ume ble to leamm
their opinion of the case. The many friends o the captains in this
city will be sorry to learn of his siclkmesse

On Octe 19th , 1873, the 0.8 N company's shipyard in this clity
presents a very lively aipearance, ‘he massive structure on tle ways is
rapidly assuming the appearance and proportions of as teamboat . S:

far the weather has beenaxcellent for outdoor work and everything

in the shipyard is progressing rapidly.
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Sidelights on Lewiston tripe- Mrs. William Shackelford read the fallowing
paper at the meet ing of the 01d Fort Dalles Historical society this week
(no da te) damcribing the trip to Lewiston on the steamsr J.N. Teal
during the recent celebrations in honor ofthe opening of The Dalles
Celilo canal,
0, "edresday, “pril 28, 1915, the steamer J.N. Teal with laptain
Arthur Riggs in com and left the dock of TpePalles & Columbia
River 408 N,vigation Company to pass throuh the Yalles-Yelilo
canal, It was 3 p.m. when we left go at “L‘he Dgl1i1es am entered the
first gate at 3:25 p.n. "e waite @ at the mouthof the canal expecting
the Tnland Empire to ¢ ome out but lo ard behold the gates were thrown
openinvitingly for the Teal and we passed in and clai ed ths honor of
being thefirst boat from the lower waters to enter the f inished canal

Velilo.

to the upper wa ers of tleriver at
At the f irst basin wemet tie I land Empire whichwas awaiting
us ard which lm d on board the of ficials who boarded her at Celilo for
the trip through coming west. “s she did not bo below the lmsin to the
lower water our little party of excursionists and the people on the s hoere
realized that the honors had &llen tous ard the rocky walls a bout us
echoed with whistles and screams from every emgine in the vicniity. Ye
ars elves were so extited we did not know just what we did. The
par ty sconsisted of Mrs, Benton Mays,Mrs.J.B. Palmer, Mrs. ¥ .G, Nash, J.D.
Cooper soon joined our little party and contimed with us to Lewilstoi.
From that on thedays were one grand exclamati on point. We mxperienced
much dif ficulty and were greatly retarded by a west wind which sprang up
<8 we were passing through the caml and at 9 p.m. when we reached Celilo
i was growing into a slrong chinook and beforedaylight amounted to
almost a hurricane. It was not a consoling thoughg to r emember
the Celilo falls just below us as we were tied up there all that
night and the next marning we found the o ff icers had all s taied up to
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watch for our safetye

lhere was no bell at 4 a.m. on Thursday morning but air gallant

captain blew her whistle, pulled her engine bellamd got her headed
into the stream in fihe shape and we tossed on the waves which two half

scared women watched f rom g stateroom window until we were well into
Flve 11ile rapids amd the J;hn Yay rocks after whichwe ploughed along our

course majestically. We touched at .v'@éltm]bus, now called Maryhill a nd

at “rlington where an excited crowd cheered and toossed their haids in
the ‘air ad all along our course we woere welcomed by waving hats ard
handkerchiefs and at lrrigon even the cattle ¢ e running to the

waters edge when they heard a new steamer whistle.lhere is no mistake
ing the enthusiastic welcome of those Inland Empire people along

t® route to.the new cond itions opened up tothem by an open river,

When we landed at Umatilla Thur siay e vening the whole country side

seemad there to greet us and we waved our flggs and aprons until our
arms ached. #lmost all the Umatilla ladies were down to welcome us

and take us ashore aong theme We were shown tne town and refre:hed
with ice cream,visited lrs, Kinzie,who is the oldest inhabitant having
lived there 51 years aml who had gather d an aboriginal collection of
curios valued at $10,000 in and about Umatilla which is said tobe an
01ld battle ground and Indian grave yard

Mrs. McCune efibddé&d enterained us in her pretty home in two cars

fitted up with every luxury and convenience forher by the c ompany, her
husband being the ya dsuperintendent for that division of the O.W.R. &

Yriday we left by daybreak for

N company at that point. On the morning of
a long run. Having taken on Yaptain "alph Baughman, so quite and
gentlemanly who came down oy rail from Lewiston where his boat was
lying . He being in the service of tihe government he made the

Snake river trip most interesting.

There was among tho passengers a scenic artist fran Paris amd his wife

who had been almost over all the world.

After leaving Kennewick and Pasco we turned back into t he Snake
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river tooting our whistle all the way to groups gathered on tie
shores and shot up the swift currents and over rapids in fine shaps,
"o passed Flag pole llountain, so named by Col. Wright's comrand in
58 on account of 1its being the highest point armd lookout f orthe
Indians ard where the Signal f ire s were l®pt burning. 4s we could not
make Toxas rapids by daylight we tied up forthe night Friday, at Minnie
“ouch island, named after Migs Couch of Portland who was so bleased
with it in ea ly days that she filed a claim on it -Saturday morning
We passed through Texas ™®Q@ rapids, then g0 ing under the longest
and highest bridge in thewor 1d over a navigable stream, being 3,000
feet olong and 287 feet high. “fter crossing here the
O.W.R. and N road takes g cross the plateau to Spokane, making the new
¢ ut-off o many miles.

Lyon's C“:eryy is at Palouse and here Col, Wright and his ¢ om and
crossed the ®nake on tlp i ay tothe four lskes where the old gove rn-
ment road frar ~“Walla Yalls to Spokane can still be seen( ADOROBOS
(typist's note~-Wright cros sed above at f':rt Taylor, abart 5 miles,
not at ILyons ferry,)

“bout dark Saturday écening we were hoping to make Lewiston in good
36ason but rain into a bliszard and Sn ow stormard the blackest night
youc an imagine so did not a rrive unti 1 midnight baturday, May 1,

“ate as it was we were hailed with delight by the crowds which ¢ ame from
’;'.h,SJ'r beds to welcoms wus. Volley after volley of cényon was fired,
whistles blew am 8ve rybody cheered till exhausted. “e were so excited
by the ovation that Wwsleep was driven from ourp eye;

“he first thing Sunda'y morning invitationsb eégan to pour in by
telephone and Lewiston ladies whom some of us knew treated us with
u®bfl utmost courtesy during our stay. . Dr, Morris, mayor of Lewiston,
Judge Blakeley, LTove:c'nor Alexander, wifeand dawghter, proved agreeable

traveling companions on sightseeing trips as was Mrs. Hodgins fram

Moscow, who was g daughter of MNr, Agnew who owned pack trains b etween
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and Boise in early days.

...we brought b ack 300 excursionists from Lewlston
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Af ter leaving Kenrewick and Pasco we turned back into the Snake



3
river tooting owr whistle all the waﬁr to groups gathered on tie
shores and shot up the swift currents and over rapids in fire shapee
“e passed Flag pole Mountaln, so named by Col. Wright's com and in
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seeWd brought b ack 300 excursionists from Lewlston



Yakima “ounty Sheriff

MeG. Wills, after organization of "ashirg tont erritory se:ved
as sheriff of Vakima county (notes in (Opg@dAd library a
The Ualles.)



Fishing--”almon,
(Fseld trip to ‘he Dalles)
10/12/52
balmon, 1853, ten barrels of salmon salted and shipped to Liverpool
in the Hudson's Bay Company sailing vessel probably the f irst

shipved to foreign shares.





