;he results upon this reservation which I haw briefly attempted
to describe are due to te ability and bhristian zeal of Mr. Wilbur and
the policyg he s pursueﬁ, t elatter being identical with the wishes
of the President and that recomrmemied in the first report of the
the bard of Indian commissioners. He is & Christien man himself,
employes none but Christian married men who reside with their families
at the agency and whose example enforces the precepts taught.
He mansges the Indians in "a kindly and benevolent spirit yet with
firmness and withat fear.:

i'he bulldings of the agency are the best lhave seen. *hey were erected
by the “ar Department some four teen or fifteen years ago vhen the
Yakimas and Klikitats required to be kept in subjection by the
militarye. “*he post was known as Fort Si.coe amd was af ter the making of
the treaty turned over to the Department of the Interior. The buildings
are generally in good order but som remirs are needed to keep them
so. 1t is most earnestly rccommended that t e apyropriation for the
school should be increased. ‘he tillable land should be surveyed and s
patent given to each f'am-‘- ly that is cultiating or can be induced
to cultivate a farm, i'.L'he title should be inalienable for at least two or
three generatims.

The Indians belonging to the treaty,who are not yet on the
reservation should be brought to it and every effort made to
induce them to cultivate the soil.

Leaving *“Ort Simcoe on the 3d we arrived at Yalles on the 4th
andin the evening recrossed the Columbia River to meet Ccolwash and his
band. :hese Indians be long to the Yakima rese vation amd are a portion
of th e wholave refused to adopt tie habits of ths whites except many
of thei:r vices, fhey awere 1living at their fishery, ten miles

distant on the L‘Olumbia and had come twmeet me in response to a message
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from Agent Wilson. I c¢ould only give them advice and urge tpon them
the necessity aof settling on their reservation . I mention an Incident
here which indicates an unexpected trait in tke character of these
Indians.

-beaving the Indlans at the top of the bark at dusk and coming d own
to the edge of the water we found a wagon load of smdll groceries and
other good scatter<d along the shore . ;he owvner, a trader fram the
interior, leaving them thewe, crossed the river with us. Onbeirg
asked if the Indians waild not steal them, he replied:"No sir,

Ir all the whte men were on ore side ard a 11 tI 6Indians on the other,

I wid always heave my goodls on the Indian's side,"”

Mr. @bDOP Wilbur informed me that althowgh the I_._'d ians were com stantly
comihg and going he did not use locks at the sgency and he had never lost
anything.

The ser0AA record of the council held on the Yakima reservation is
herewith sitmitted (See appendic)

4 report In regard to the Indians with ®Bhe minutes of the council was
transmitted to the Secretary of tle I terior under date o 15th
November to which you are respectfully referred (See report etc.
dppendix P, )

I retumed to Portland af t ¢ the ™mtilla council with the inténtion
of proceeding at once it Grande Ronde rservation in Western Oregon and
th ence to Oregon; but the receipt of letters ami s tatements
in regard to alleged gbuses in "ashington territary led me to charge
my plans and go to Olympla. After my arrival and on consultation with
General T.J. McKenney, the superintendent, it was thought best to

anploy a small s teamer as the only mode by which the agencies of
Puget Sound couldbe visited in a reasonably short time. Pending this arr-
angemert I visited Victoria. O the 26th of August I left seattle an the
little  steamer ;’lack Diamond, Captain Hill, ad eccamnpanied by Yen.

M
cKenney e i o
arrived on the evening of t he Same day at the “ulalip reservation,
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Looking over the work of the past year we see marked improvements
in everyd epartment. ‘he mills, shops, farming, stock schools and
churches are in the advance of what they were a year ago. Every bushel
of grain raised, every farm opened, every house built , every wagon
bought , every harness manufactured, every child instructed in the
schools and every service intheir sanctuaries, tends to lead the wild

awgy from their wildness to adopt habits of civlized life.
James H. Wilbur

U.S. I?_idian Agent
tgshington rerritory

(To Yommissioner of Indian affairs)



To Commission of Indian Affairs AGENCY REPORTS

Year 1871
Report of Felix R. Brumot File-Click Relander
Pages 118-120. Typed-June Lindberg

I left the Warm Springs agency on the morning of the 26th (July)
and arriving at D,lles City on the following evening found it necessary
to remaln there a day or two to rest the horses and repair the wagons.

Starting on the morning of the 28th I arrived at Simcoe or Yakima
agency, 65 miles north of the Dalles on the Yakima reservation in

Washington territory, Saturday evening, July 29«

The Yakima reservation is in extent about fifty by sixty miles.
It was set apart by the treaty in 1855 which was ratified in 1859. The
agency was established eleven years ago at which time the Yakimas and
Kliketats were entirely wild and considered the braves, warriors and best
hunters west of the Rocky Mountains. The number belonging to the
reservation is estimated at 3,500, The number who make it their home is
about 2,000, most of whom have made more or less progress in cultivating
soll. A large portion of them dress and live like white people. They
have about onehundred and sixiry houses and about one hundred small barns
or stables. They have cut thelr own logs, hamled them to the mill and
erected their own houses. Thelr fences have also been made by themselves
of materials which they have gathered and hauled; some few of them are
good board fences. They have made fence about 4,000 acres of land and
over 3,000 acres plowed. The agent aids them in breaking the land and
starting thelr farms, after which they require but little more than verbal
instruction and advice. Those who till the soil are mostly in comfortable
circumstances, some of them quite well off, The number of horses is
estimated at ten or twelve thousand and cattle 1,400 head.

About, two hundred of the Indians are professing Christians belonging
to the Methodist Church. They have taken Christlan names and dress and
live as comfortable in their houses as frontler whites. They have two
churches erected by themselves to suit different neighborhoods and Sunday
services are held in them alternately. There are a few Catholics and there
is a Catholic mission near the reservation. Some of the young men were
taught to make harness while in the school; and an Indian apprentice in the
smith shop, it is thought, will be able to take entire charge next year.
There are two native preachers, members of the Oregon Methodist conference,
who have been educated in the reservation school and who now preach to
their race.

The school has been under the direction of Rev. J. He Wilbur, at
first as teacher and subsequsntly as agent for about ten yesars and has been
very successful. It has been conducted as a boarding school, the boys
being taught to labor and the girls, while being instructed in the elementary
English branches, to sew and do houseworke The insufficient appropriation
for ths school, although eked out by the labor of the pupils has necessarily
limited the number who could be received and greatly lessened its usefulness.
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At the period of my visit the schocl had not been in operation for some
time but the arrangements were all made for starting early in August.
The appropriation for the support of this school should certainly be
increased.

On Sunday we went to the church and found it filled with decently
dressed Indian men, womsn and children, many of whom had come in wagons
and on horseback. After the usual service of singing, reading and
scriptures, praying and preaching by Rev. Wilbur and the two Indlan
preachers, the meeting was thrown open to all and 211 were invited to
speaks About thirty men and women gave their religious experience and
their difficulties. The meeting continued for three hours and was deeply
solemn and interesting. After its adjourmment the Sunday school was
opened; the teachers being mostly Indians and some of the white employees.
I am assured by the white residents that the character and daily life of
these Christian Indians accord in the most striking manner with their
profession. Reve. Mr. Wilbur states that the cases of failure among those
admitted to the church or on probation are not more frequent than among
the white congregations of which he has been pastor.

The results upon this reservation which I have briefly attempted
to describe are due to the ability and Christian gsal of Mr. Wilbwr and
the policy he has pursued, the latter being identical with the wishes of
the President and that recommended in the first report of the board of
Indian commissioners. He is a Christian man himself, employs none but
Christian married men who reside with their families at the agency and
whose example enforces the precepts taught. He manages the Indians in
%a kindly and benevolent spirit yet with firmmess and without fear®.

The buildings of the agency are the best I have seen. They were
erected by the War Department some fourteen or fifteen years ago when the
Yakimas and Klikitats required to be kept in subjection by the military.

The post was known as Fort Simcos and was after the making of the treaty
tuwrned over to the Department of the Interior. The bulldings are generally
in good order but some repairs are needed to keep them so. It is most
earnestly recommended that the appropriation for the school should be
increased. The tillasble land should be swrveyed and a patent given to each
family that is cultivating or can be induced to cultivate a farm. The title
should be inalienable for at least two or three generations.

The Indians belonging to the treaty, who are not yet on the reserva-
tion should be brought to it and every effort made to induce them to
cultivate the soil.

leaving Fort Simcoe on the 3d, we arrived at Dalles on the 4th and in
the evening recrossed the Columbia River to meset Colwash and his band.
These Indians belong to the Yakima reservation and are a portion of those
who have refused to adopt the habits of the .whites except many of their
vices. They were living at their fishery, ten miles distant on the Columbia,
and had come to meet me in response to a message from Agent Wilson. I
could only give them advice and urge them the necessity of settling on their
reservation.
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I mention an incident here which indicates an unexpected trait in the
character of these Indians,.

Leaving the Indians at the top of the bank at dusk and coming
dowm to the edge of the water, we found a wagon load of small groceries
and other goods scattered along the shors. The owmer, a trader from the
interior, leaving them there, crossed the river with us. On being asked
if the Indians would not steal them, he replied; "No, Sire, if all the
white men were on one side and all the Indians on the other, I would
always leave my goods on the Indiants side.”

Mr. Wilbur informed me that although the Indians were constantly
coming and going he did not use locks at the agency and he had nsver lost

anything.

The second record of the council held on the Yakima reservation is
herewith submitted (See appendix)

A report in regard to the Indians with the minutes of the council
was transmitted to the Secretary of the Interior under date of 15th
No;ulbur to which you are respectfully referred. (See report etc. Appendix
P.

I returned to Portland after the Umatilla council with the intention
of proceeding at once to Grande Ronde reservation in Western Oregon and
thence to Oregon; but the receipt of letters and statements in regard to
. alleged abuses in Washington territory led me to chamge my plans and go to
Olympis. After my arrival and on consultation with General T.J. McKenney,
the superintendent, it was thought best to employ a small steamer as the
only mode by which the agencies of Puget Sound could be visited in a
reasonably short time. Pending this arrangement, I visited Victoria. On
the 26th of August I left Seattle on the little steamer, Black Diamond,
Captain Hill, and accompanied by Gen. McKenney, we arrived on the evening
of the same day at the Tulalip reservation.

Looking over the work of the past year we see marked improvemsnts
in every department. The mills, shops, farming, stock, schools and churches
are in the advance of what they were a ysar ago. Every bushel of grain
raised, every farm opened, every house buillt, every wagon bought, every
harness manufactured, every child instructed in the schools and every
service in their santuaries, tends to lead the wild away from their wildness
to adopt habits of civiliged life.
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Yakima agency, Fors Simcoe, & ugust 31, 1870. Commissioner of Indian
Affairs for(1870-71"~
Colonel; In accordance with instructions ¢ ntained in circulax
lstter of June 1, 18Z9 emanating from the Department of the Interior
Orfice I dian affairs, ¥Wash. U.C, I have the honor to submit the folloving
annual report regarding the condit ion of Indiana ffairs at the Yakima
reservation, toge ther withs tatistics of education, return
of farming armd sub-reports of employes now engaged at this 8EeNCYTe
I arrived at t his agency in beptember last receipted for
propérty and moneys involved to me by my predcessor, lMr. Wilbur
and took charge on the 13th of September, 1869 . I entered upon my
duties under very unfavorable auspices as regarded the possibility of
the Indians subsisting themselves during the apyroaching winter from the
fruits of their labor in the previous spring as the crop put in by
themselves had proved a failure owing to drought. Nevertheless 5 D
issuing some flour from the product of the farm and purchasing
someé more with the beneficial fund on hand when their own and agency
flour was exhausted, I was enabled tor elive moust of t he sick and
needy. ;he ha rvest this year has been more satisfactory , taking
into consid eration the limited quantity of seed grain at their and my
command, and it is with feelings of gratification that I have it in my
power to repart peace and quist throughout the reservation. The statis-
tical return of farming will give more detailed inf ormation.
‘he arable land on this reservation, in itself of no great
extent, is dependant entirely for success in grain raising on the
quantity of rain which f alls. If this is slight and there are no showers
when the sun commences to act, a drought issure to follow. Very little
facilities exist herg, outside of the agency grounds, for artificial
irri atione
fhe farning department, lately plac d under the supervision of lire.

Hays, has been properly and successfully conducted in all its branches.
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#4311 sorts of vegetables have ®en raised by the employes for their
own use, on a piece of land laid out for t hat purpose contiguous to the
fort, and the Indians have been greatly encowaged by this example to
do the same far which purpose I purchased amd distributed among them
various garden seeds.

The vegetables planted the previousyear suffered in the same
manner as the grain which prevented the raising of sseds.

The riding animals at this agency are old and worn out and a great
want is felt here for them in keeping up comunications between the
farm mills and the agency, separated fromeach other from six to eight
miles , not mentioning the occasional necessity D6P to cormumunicate
with more distant points, such a s the location of I,dian hands
scattered over the reservation and with the negrest post o fice
”allas, Oregon (copy) 65 miles distant,.

‘he cattle are thriving which cannot be othe wise on such unequaled
grazing land as this reservation a ffords.

Ihe public buildings are genocrally speaking in good arder, although
some of them show signs of decay and need repairs to make them habitable
during the coming winter. “fter harvest the carpenter willbe directed
to attend to the matter.

‘he mills are in running order, but' the flume will soon need
repairs., Lumber has been furnishé to the Indians as fast as logs
for sawing havebeen delivered. During the year past they received
s ae 60,000 feet of lumber. 4pout 6,000 bushels of grain were ground
besides the wheat and barley prcaduced at the department f arme

‘he saw mill could have been more advantageously located--say
on the ‘op-nich river, fow miles from the fort, which a ffords better
water power than the resent site of the mill, 8 miles distant, and
offers greater facilities for getting logs. # ortable steam saw mill
would have proved in t he end of greater benefit to the Indians thah

the one erected for them; and itwould not be amiss if this could yet



be considered.,.
The employes now engaged here are all good, moral men attending
to their sweral duties to my entire satisfaction and making it
a ma tter of conscience to get a good example before the Indians,
O, account of gross misﬁcqnduct caused through machinations to
have my predecessor reappointed as agent, I had to discha 'ge
several of the employes I found here. I could not discharge my duties
and carry out the policy of the governmaht df regarding the
Indians, impartially and faithfully, with such mischiefsbreeding
el ements about me; hence with the approval of the superintendent
I dischar ged those who succeeded in making themselves obnoxious
and recomnended such persons to fiil their places as were willing to
cooperate with me chee fully for the good of the Indianservice
generally.
j"he plow and wagon-maker, the c arpenter, blacksmith and gunsmith
have all besn constantly employed ina ttending to the wants of the Indiam
Indians either in repairing old or making mew articles for their
use. I beg to refer you t6 each of their reports, herewith inclosed,
*heir monthly reports will show an amount of work done of from
%100 to nearly %200 per month eache .
“he school has been attended in only limited numbers. Teaching in
reading, writing and arithmetic has been done in the morning , and
saddlery has been taught in the gl ternoon in the several branches
with good success. Ior more detailed information I beg t0 leave
to refer you to the statistics o education, the reports of the
superint endent of teaching and of the teacher; all herewith
inclosed. I will here also suggest that in order to make an Indian school
a success the children should bs separmted from the parents and their
people and entirely taken care o a the cexpense of the government.
This has been dor;e @0¢ here so far , but only with a small

number, nothaving sufficient funds at my disposal to extend this



principle to a larger number of scholars. “he education of the
rising generati on of Indians withdrawn fram the Influence of their
parents amd people is the fundamental principle of succe:s in their

contemplated regenseration and civilization. B

ut to do this properly and
effectually funds must be available for the entire maintenance of such
children at the @ncy.. Lyen so much as can be substantiated of the
vaunted success reported to lmve attended the labors of my predecessor
in former years was only effected with ample means. ‘hesemeans have been
corisiderably curtailed of late and a Dfdd corresponding result cannot
be expected to t a ccomplished .with the limited amounts now given to

the agents' for support of schools. ‘hey can hardly be continued at all

in a manner to be effective.

A3 repards the Ipdians generally I willr ermrk that their sanitary
condition has undergone no ma erial change since previous years
from what I can learn. f‘he:’r principal ailment is veneral
disease and its consequent evils; partly contracted in former years
and partly inherited from thelr parents.

Blindness, sore eyes and ulcers are the prevailing consaquences.

The doc tor is endeavorving to cure those so afflicted. His repart ,
herewith sent, w 111 give further information. 43 a general thing the
Indians arc industrious and progressing. '-L'hey have two churches
presided over by two of their own tribe, ordained ministers of the
Methodist persuasion in which service ishsX alternately twice on each
Pgbbath amd is tolerably wel:l attended by both =068 sexes.

Those wh hawe farms cultivate them to the begt of their knowledge
Instnuctions and help are constantly given them by which they can
improve, if so inclined. "Lhe'yv isited the fisheries on the Columia

~--~Iisheriess..
river and generally succeed in laying in a good winter supply of
salmon, the salt for curing bLeing furnished from the g encye. Their

surplus fish are sold to the whites from whom theyr eceive good
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remuneration. When the fishing seasonis over they betake themselves
to the mountains gathering berries, part of which they also’
- dis pose of Bor cash.

T cannot here omit @ to remark tha I have noticed a good desire by
many who have no: devoted themselves heretofore tofarming to do 8o,

i f only the¥ request for help as regards implements, etc. could be
resp nded to. #s a general fact Ihave observed that those

pertaining to the Methodist chwrch are well supplied with such material
and I may say, well do do in most respects; whereas tﬁose gdhering

to the Catholic faith have 1little ornothing.

This state of affairs suggests the caonclusion that sectarian
prejudices predominated ard influenced the distribution of supplies ,
intended for all alike, and to t he d eteiment of such aschose
to diffe with the agent in religious doctrines and observances.

Since I commenced my dutieshere I h'af e made no distinction; the sick
and needy have been my first care; and while seeking themout
can laints of uneq:al treatment in previous years hawve been made to
me by the Indians. jley plainly affirm thatt e llethodists could get
all theyasked far, while to thecatholics most everythingwas denied.

Furthermare by comparing the highly favorable reports from this
agency in previous year, covies of whichare on file in this
affice A6B0m6d0ATAQAPATHOERE OdedDdOddfl now regarding the wealth
of tre Yakima Indians on the reserve with the rcsult of my inquiries
instituted on this subject, the conclusion forces itself to mind
that theme reparts were grossly 6Rdgdrddclicopfmd exapgerated far from
the true state of affairs and must have been so colored with a view
to create certain favorable impressions oersonally. for instance,
from religble sources I learn that the Ipdians never possed
over sbout 800 head of caitle (and that number even is considered as

overestimased by sane persons) instead of DQA6&A 1,600 as reported

laste



:he quantity of feet o lum er reported as having been sawed
for them should also make agreater shav in f rame houses, barns and
other improvements than actually exists. Instead of , as affirmed by
theeagént, 5,000 bushels of vheat having beensold by the I, dians, facts
prove that only 500 bushels 60 at the most were disposed of by
sale from their surplus. So has every article of produce been overrsated
in the same ratio. In one word, these glowing reports have been far from
the truth,but must have been purposely and systematically
exéggerated.
The number of arms in the possession of the Indians living on

the reservation does not exceed 100 guns and about 40 or 50 pistols,
principally issued to them in former times by army of ficers
on behalf of the government. fhese have een very much used and
undergone considerable repairs. Bows anda rrows are entirely
out of use with them.,.

Respecti‘ull'y submitting the f aregoing, Iremain, colonel, your
obedient servant,.

James 1I. Spith, first lieutenant, U.S. army Indiansgent.
(Cole Samuel Moss, U.S.A. Superintendent of Indian affairs, Olympia,

Washington territory,)-
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Yakima Agency, Fort Simcoe
August 31, 1870

Colonel:

In acecordance with instructions contained in circular letter of
June 1, 1869 emanating from the Department of the Interior, Office Indian
Affairs, Washington, D. C. I have the honor to submit the following annual
report regarding the condition of Indian affairs at the Yakima reservation,
together with statlstics of education, return of farming and sub-reports

of employees now engaged at this agency.

I arrived at this agency in September last receipted for property
and moneys invoiced to me by my predecessor, Mr. Wilbur, and took chargs
on the 13th of September 1869. I entered upon my duties under very un-
favorable auwspices as regarded the possibility of the Indians subsisting
themselves during the approaching winter from the fruits of their labor in
the previous spring as the crop put in by themselves had proved a failure
owing to drought. Nevertheless, by issuing some flour from the produce of
the farm and purchasing some more with the feneficial fund on hand when
their own and agency flour was exhausted, I was enabled to relieve most of
the sick and needy. The harvest this year has been more satisfactory,
taking into consideration the limited quantity of seed grain and their and
my command, and it is with feelings of gratification that I have it in my
power to report peace and quiet throughout the reservation. The statistical
return of farming will give more detailed information.

The arable land on this reservation, in itself of no great extent, is
dependent entirely for success in grain raising on the quantity of rain
which falls. If this is slight and there are no showers when the sun
commences to act, a drought is sure to follow. Very little facilities
exist here, outside of the agency grounds, for artificial irrigation.

The farming department, lately placed under the supervision of Mr.
Hays, has been properly and successfully conducted in all its branches.
A1l sorts of vegetables have been raised by the employees for their owm
use, on a piece of land laid out for that purpose contiguous to the fort,
and the Indians have been greatly encouraged by this exsmple to do the
same for which purpose I purchased and distributed among them various garden
seeds. The vegetables planted the previous year suffered in the sams manner
as the grain which prevented the raising of seeds.
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The riding animals of this agency are old and worn out and a great
want is felt here for them in keeping up commmnications between the farm
mills and the agency, separated from each other from six to eight miles,
not mentioning the occasional necessity to commnicate with more distant
points, such as the location of Indian bands scattered over the reservation
and with the nearest post office Dallas, Oregon (copy) 65 miles distant.

The cattle are thriving which cannot be otherwise on such unequaled
grazing land as this ressrvation affords.

The public buildings are generally speaking in good order although
some of them show signs of decay and need repairs to make them habitable
during the coming winter. After harvest the carpenter will be directed
to attend to the matter.

The mills are in running order but the flums will soon need repairs.
Lumber has been furnished to the Indians as fast as logs for sawing have
been delivered. During the year past they received some 60,000 Teet of
lumber. About 6,000 bushels of grain were ground besides the wheat and
barley produced at the department farm.

The saumil]l could have besen more advantageously located-——say on the
Top=-nich river, four miles from the fort, which affords better water power
than the present site of the mill, 8 miles distant, and offers greater
facilities for getting logs. A portable steam saw mill would have proved
in the end of greater bemefit to the Indians than the one erected for them;
and it would not be amiss if this could yet be considered.

The employees now engaged here are all good, moral men attending to
their several duties to my entire satisfaction and making it a matter of
conscience to set a good example before the Indians.

On account of gross misconduct caused through machinations to have
my predecessor reappointed as agent, I had to discharge several of the
employees I found here. I could not discharge my duties and carry out the
policy of the govermment regarding the Indians, impartially and faithfully,
with such mischief-breeding elements about mej hence with the approval of
the superintendent I discharged those who succeeded in making themselves
obnoxious and recommended such persons to £ill their places as were willing
to eooperate with me chesrfully for the good of the Indian service generally.

The plow and wagon maker, the carpenter, blacksmith and gunsmith,
have all been constantly employed in attending to the wants of the Indlans
elther in repairing old or making new articles for their use. I beg to
refer you to sach of their reports, herewith enclosed. Their monthly
reports will show an amownt of work done of fram $100 to nearly $200 per
month each.



The school has been attended in only limited numbers. Teaching
in reading, writing and arithmetic has been done in the morning, and
saddlery has been taught in the afternoon in the several branches with
good success. For more detailed information I beg to leave to refer you
to the statistics of education, the reports of the superintendent of
teaching and of the teacher; all herewith inclosed. I will here also
suggest that in order to make an Indian school a success the children
should be separated from the parents and their people and entirely taken
care of at the expense of the government. This has been done here so
far, but only with a small number, not having sufficlient funds at my
disposal to extend this principle to a larger number of scholars. The
education of the rising generation of Indians withdrawn from the influence
of their parents and people is the fundamental principle of success in
their contemplated regeneration and civilization. But to do this properly
and effectually funds must be available for the entire maintenance of such
children at the agency. Even so mmch as can be substantiated of the
vaunted success reported to have attended the labors of my predecessor in
former years was only effected with ample means. These mesans have been
considerably curtailed of late znd a corresponding result cannot be
expected to be accomplished with the limited amounts now given to the
agents for support of schools. They can hardly be continued at all in a
manner to be effective.

As regards the Indians generally I will remark that their sanitary
condition has undergone no material change since previous years from what
I can learn. Their principle ailment 1s veneral disease and its consequent
evils3 partly contracted in former years and partly inherited from their
parentsy”’

Blindness, sore syes and ulcers are the prevailing consequences.
The doctor is endeavoring to cure those so afflicted. His report, here-~
with sent, will give further information. As a general thing the Indians
are industrious and progressing. They have two churches presided over by
two of their own tribe, ordained ministers of the Methodist persuasion in
which service is held alternately twice on each Sabbath and is tolerably
well attended by both sexes.

Those who have farms cultivate them to the best of their knowledge.
Instructions and help are constantly given them by which they can improve,
if so inclined. They visited the fisheries on the Columbia River and
generally succeed in laying in a good winter supply of salmon, the salt
for curing being furnished from the agency. Their surplus fish are sold
to the whites from whom they receive good remuneration. When the fishing
ssason 1s over they betake themselves to the mountains gathering berries,
part of which they also dispose of for cash.

I cannot here omit to remark that I have noticed a good desire by
many who have not devoted themselves heretofore to farming to do so, if
only their request for help as regards implements, etc. could be responded
to. As a general fact I have observed that those pertaining to the
Mathodist church are well supplied with such material and I may say, well-
to-do in most respects; whereas those adhering to the Catholic faith have
little or nothing.
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This state of affairs suggesis the conclusion that sectarian
prejudices predominated and influsnced the distribution of supplies,
intended for all alike, and to the detriment of such as chose to differ
with the agent in religious doctrines and observances.

Since I commenced my dutlies here I have mads no distinction; the
sick and needy have been my first care; and while seeking them out
complaints of unequal treatment in previous years have bsen made to me
by the Indlans. They plainly affirm that the Methodists could get all
they asked for, while to the Catholics most everything was denied.

Furthermore by comparing the highly favorable reports from this
agency in previous year, copies of which are on file in this office,
regarding the wealth of the Yakima Indians on the reserve, with the
result of my inquires instituted on this subject, the conclusion forces
itself to mind that these reports were grossly exaggerated,far from the
troe state of affairs, and must have been so colored with a view to
create certain favorable impressions personally. For instance, from
relieable sources I learn that the Indians never possessed over about
800 head of cattle (and that number even is considered as overestimated
by some persons) instead of 1,600 as reported last.

The quantity of feet of lumber reported as having been sawed for
them should also make a greater show in frame houses, barns and other
improvements than actually exists. Instead of, as affirmed by the agent,
5,000 bushels of wheat having been sold by the Indians, facts prove that
only 500 bushels at the most were disposed of by sale from their surplus.
So has every article of produce been overrated in the same ratioc. In one
word, these glowling reports have been far from the truth, but must have

been purposely and systematically exaggerated.

The number of arms in the possession of the Indians living on the
reservation does not exceed 100 guns and about 40 or 50 pistols,
principally issued to them in former times by army officers on behalf
of the ggwnmnt. These have besn very much used and undergone consider-
able repairs, Bows and arrows are entirely out of use with them,

Respectfully submitting the foregoing, I remain, Colonel, your
obedient servant.

James M. Smith, First leiutenant, U. S. Army Indian Agent.

(Col., Samuel Ross, U.S.A. Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Olympia,
Washington Territory.)



Xakima reservation

Report of the commissioner of Indian affairs,l871,

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report which owing to
the short time since I resumed my duties as agent, will not be as full

as might be desired,

I entered tke Indian service first a8 super intendent of tea ching, in
the fdl of 1860 and as Ind ian agent in 1864, Fran the first Ihave had
but me idea in re spect to the true import of the service. I hawve known
the common sentiment of the country regard the Indian race as doomed
to extermination; that it expects no high results fram the appliances
of the Indian bureau, in the way of ameldorating either the moral op
material condi tion of the race, So deeply @6iddu seated and universal is

thisfeeling that it is useless to try to make anything of an I dian moe
than an ignorant savage ; that alldirect ami positive endeavor to instrmact
amd benefit him is scouted as & vain ard foolishattempt; and out o this
feeling grows a tacit Justitication in the minds of Indian officersnot
only but in the mind of ts couwry generally of that loose and inefficént
not to my dishomest way of cormucting the I dian service which has
browght it into grea t disrepute. The argument is, if the I:_'dian will
be savage in spite of the mat faithful andhones t appliances of the means
appromiatd forhis benefit,then 1 t were as ws 11 to divert these means

to the political ard persemil advantage of those to whom they are intrusted.,
This argument has glvenrise to practices in the administration of the
affairs of the depar tment tha nave enti led it too often to the
r0P opprobrium o a political machine armdthe appropriations by which
1t is manipulated to tlat of a corruption fund,

I havalways taken dimct ardpractical issue with this Popular herew
Sye I belleve, and alwaysimve belie ed, in themanhood aof the I,dian and
in whe possibility of elevating him to ahigh state of civilization. “he

fect that the government service has A0 so generally failed in his

improvement is nonmystery to me. Looking at the questionf rom g christéan
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vQenPddrt standpoint I cannot see how the result could haw been d4if ferent
irom wvhat we see it; nor do T f;i.nd the fallure chargeable to anything
inherent in Indian ckmracter. ‘*'rue, e is ignarant, tre:.cherous
ard cruel by nature; he is destitute of moral charscter; h e is poor
in every respect, He needs everythirgtha t enters into the comforts of
civi lization but his first great want is character. Failing to give
him character all material gi ts buthas ten his degredation and
render his future destruction marepositive and complete . I repeat,
the first grea want of the I]:dian is ckaracter.®”s a gphristian teacher
I have believed iInthe possibility of giving him this first indespensable
cordition of civilization. I hae known I could inspire vitrue in the
Indian only by the plain, open unequivocal manifestation of virtue
on my own part in all my intercourse with himg
I entered the service in the first place as a Christ ian teacher
and have since éndeavored +to administer the affairs of the agency on
Christian principles. I would &s soon put wolves among sheep or Battlesnskes
among children as immoral men upon an Indian agency. Reforma tion of
moral character has been the great point at which I lave aimed, When I
contrast the cond ition of the I dians of this agency with what they were
eleven years ago when I first came amon them, I find the result of
my labors a perfect justification of my the ory, in respect to the
Possibility of g iving to the I;dian race the c anforts a drespectability
of civilized life. “ran the time I tool charge as agent in 1864
to the day of my suspension, and turning over to Lieutenant J.M.
Smith, September 1869 s> all branches of business on the reservation
wore marked with prqess amd the work of moral reform,though slow,
was gradual am c ertainl From that time to my resuming duties, January
1, 1871, every interest, material angd moral, was waninge

Employe s were paid for services longbefore reaching the reservation

and with the influemce theyexerted in dancing, swearing, drinking and
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card playing the interests of the reservation were rapidly declininge
The cattle belonging to the I:dians when I left the agency numbered
1,600, :he na tural increase would have been about 600. “hen I returnsd
there we® not ma e than 350 old aml young. These cattle were worth
425 per head; add 600 to 1,600 amdyoulmwe 2,200 at $25 per
head making ¥55,000; d educt the price of tho s found, $8,750 and you
have $46,250 loss in latter; or say nothing of the increase and
take 1,600 head at the mrice above and yoy have “f’40,000 , deduct the
i)rice of thee found when I resumsd my duties as agent, “f’8,‘750 and it makes
the loss mecattle $31,250. ,*his is a fair imdex of how otler things were
mana ged under tie admikistration of my predecessor for sixteen months,
Had the 1,dians been prote cted against dishonest traders from
withoutand & species o robbery within they might today stand up anmd
compare preperty with whitesettlements of t® s ame number amd show
equal wealthe
Somp of e Indians tmt wer e doing well when I left the agency under
the military adninistration left their farms armd the reservation and did
not return until last springe. There was a universal dissatisfaction
with the better class of I:dians under the administration of Lieuten.nt
J.M, Smithe
T am pleased to say tht the I;dians mofession ® ligion numbering
about 300 at the time I lsft maintaind their piety amid their
persecution with but 1ittle loss,
Schools--"hen T left the reservatiom I turmed over tomy successor
$1,200 school fund. ""'he annual appropriation was “j‘S,200, making
¥4,400, Oy resuming my duties I fonnd no school, only on paper. ‘he
boarding house which had been used for the convenience of the school was
chanzd so as tomake it impossible togther the children. ‘he funds
ap.ropria ted for schools haliteen used In other ways. "L‘here was no
1 nber to fit up any bther boming house and no food to suosist the children

or funds to dothe them, so I was obliged to defer the opening of
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the 8chool until we could cut and haul logs ard make lumber, sow seed and
reap & harvest. Oyr school room and boarding house are being put in
order and in a f ew weeks we expect to open a school upon an enlarged
plan,

On ente ringupon my dutles as agent I fomd a destitution of wood for
the station but 1ittle stock of any kind for the shops and business of all
kinds at anear stand-still, 4s soon as I became acquainted with t he em-
ployes aml the gemeral cadit ian of things on the reserve I determined to
mi&ke chages anl in le:cs than one week I relisved six of the employes
I fourd vhen I came, '@ were destitute of seed to sow and theIndians
were decstitute of seed armd foaod,

Money fum ishel--%ith money furnished by the superintendent we
purcha sed seed for the Indians ard for the agnecy farms, thereby inducing
many of thhe Indians t oreturn that were away and are now industrious
and have reaped a havest sufficient to meet their coming wants,.

Break ing lands="e hav e broke aout 100 acres of 1la@A0fd new lam
for the Ind ians this season, warth$300,

School fam~During the summer we haveput the school farm in
Bood comitim, dug a drain of moe than half amile and grubbed
out about 15 acres of very excellent land at a cost o “f‘250.

Wneat rai sed-"t the depa tment farm we raised 800 bushels of wheat
worth #1.25, 1,000,

Oats-We harvested and thra shed 500 bushels of oats war th 75 cents,
$375 4

gorn-'!"ﬁne hundred bushels of corn worth w1, %100,
Hay cut ard haule d-Seventy tas of hay have been cut and hauls d worth
$10 pera tom :*P 700,

Straw stacked-Sixty tons o straw have been xstacked worth ¥3 per

Ton, $180,

Coal burned snd hauled ."s have burmed since January, 1871, 1,200



The reservation millsare in good runhing order.“reat
inconvenienc 1s suffered in having to haul the logs to the saw-
mill so far Qo far--from three to six miles. ® steam sawmill
at another point on the reservation but little further from the
station costing not more than %4,000 would pay for itself in two
seasons. I respectfully request tha we be permit ed to build such
a mill from the funds sa ed fromthe repair of rnills, and from abeneficial
objects," arising from graiﬁng cattle upon the reservation. -
ThedPed It will be seen by r eference to my cash accoun®s that
betwaen two and three thousand dollars have beenreceived ! or
grazing stockOBADE0G@d A the past year. I, addition to the above
amount, the Indians have received for herding cattle over fl,OOO
If allowed i provements OsdDEAIAEEEHOBOCADAE] to build said mill
it will enable us to build houses, fence farms and make other
improvements as can never be done with the old mill.
Bae Indians would be pleased greatly a d profited by the’
above arran: ement without any additional appropriation from
go ernment. The house s built and f arms opened and improved
provides comfart and subsistence for themand takes them
up fran the cordition of paupers a d makes them s elf-supporting,
teleasing to the government an undoubted guarantee of future peace. When
they have comfortable h ouses and fruitful fields with cattle and horses
wagons,plows anmd harness with household goods they have much to
sacrifice if they go to war. Lthese permanent fixtures do more to
secure peace with anation of Indians than regiments of soldiers.
1% will beseen by the report of themiller and sawyer that during
the year near 100,000 feet of lumber hawe been sawed for the Ipdians.
These logs were cut and hauled by them without any expense

to the department. “he lumber made was worth ¥2,000. “his lumber has

been used in improving their h@Q farms, building houses,



bushels of charcoal worth 25 cents per bushel, $300,
Potatoes ardl vepetables--These are not harvested but we haveraised
enough for theuses of t hs egencye.

repond
Repairs of agency buildims-puring the season we have raepaired the

dwelling hous es of the employes, the school and board ing house
at an expense at least of ¥500; we lmve builtone house for an
indian , labor wor th %100,

M lls-'he reservation mills as in good running order, I have given
them t his season a general overhauling. " e have put in a new wheel
at the saw-mill and made other repais at“a cost of about$250,

Harness shop=SPcme of the boys that haveb een in school in years past
ha®¥e been instructed in harness making so tha tnov they are
capable of cutting and making t eam harness for th agency teams
and for ths Indisns.During the first anl s econd quarters these Indian
boys made twenty-eight sets of team hamess which have beenissued
to tke Indlans. 411 the repairs of ti®8 harnesses far the agency teams
ad the ‘ndiansare done by the Indian boys.

Wiaggons =1 haw been obliged to purchase threenew lumber wagons
as our o0ld orne s were not sufficint to do thé work of the agency. ‘he
destitution oftimber to build wagons and the g reat amaint of repaing
thare is to do on tle Ih'dian wagons makes it inexpedient to put up
new work her e as the wagon timper- wou d haw to be transported 165
miles, _

Catholic mission-:here has®® en within a few years a Catholic

m ission established a 1little owa the 1ine of the reservation., :hey
succeedd in drawing off a few o the Indians and instructing them
that mawriage s solemnized , baptism admin stered aml religious instruction
glven by the agent is invalid armd should be so regarded. It seems tobe
the object of those in chege of said m ssion to keep ’rhe' Indians, so far

as they can, in a feverish and dissatisfied state. ~his teaching 1is
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doing the Indian @8 an injury and temis dir ctly to keep them from
se_ttlirg upon the reserve, to make and k®p up a difficulty between the
Indians end the white settlers around the re se vation. Petitions,
numerously sigred by the settlers a round said mission have bsen sent
to me complaining of the Indians andurging me to put a stop to their
congregatingat that 00 place. I think ther e is not more than one in 10
be longing to this reservation that sympathizes with them, though
Colonel Ross, in his knowing report of last year said"Three-fourths

of all thel dians were “atholics,. there is more danger of difficulty
vetween the white s aml Indilans fr:;m this quarter than all others put
Boge ther,

Indian labor-It will be seen by our monthly repor ts tha t very much
of the wark of th agency is done by the Ind ians. My object is to bring
as many of them into the service as we meed to accanplish the busineas
of the agency, with as few white men to instruct and assist in the work
as is allowabls. *his gives them theknowledge they need,makes them
industrious ad furnishes means fa their subsistence and general
improvement . In comlusion, Iha e to say, give the Indians t e amount
0 f means appropriated by thsgovernment fran year to year,give them
agents and employes whose examplss are warthy of imitiati on, instruct
them thd 1t is homorsable to waek and to pray and you start them
upon an upward grade to civi lization and toecome sons and daughters
of the Lord “lmighty, living without rebuke in the midst of a crooked
and perverse generation,

A11 of t hich is rospectfully submitted. James H. Wilbur, U.S. Indian
agent, "ashington territory. (General T.J. McKenny, superintendent of
Indian affairs, Wabhington territary.)
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