“. .. A PATIENT CONFIDENCE IN THE ULTIMATE
JUSTICE OF THE PEOPLE.”

The passages below reflect some of Mr. Lincoln’s dedicated concern

with the rights of man and their greatest citadel, the institutions of
American government.

1861—

Why should there not be a patient confidence in the ultimate

justice of the people? Is there any better, or equal hope, in the
world? 93

1836—

I go for all sharing the privileges of the government, who assist
in bearing its burthens.?

1838—

Let every American, every lover of liberty, every well wisher to
his posterity, swear by the blood of the Revolution, never to
violate in the least particular, the laws of the country; and never
to tolerate their violation by others. . . . Let reverence for the
laws, be breathed by every American mother, to the lisping babe,
that prattles on her lap—let it be taught in schools, in seminaries,
and in colleges;—let it be written in Primers, spelling books, and
in Almanacs;—let it be preached from the pulpit, proclaimed in
legislative halls, and enforced in courts of justice.%5

1838—

There is no grievance that is a fit object of redress by mob law.%

1838—

If destruction be our lot, we must ourselves be its author and
finisher. As a nation of freemen, we must live through all time,
or die by suicide.??

1838—

We find ourselves under the government of a system of political
institutions, conducing more essentially to the ends of civil and
religious liberty, than any of which the history of former times
tells us.?8
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1848—
The true rule, in determining to embrace, or reject any thing, is
not whether it have any evil in it; but whether it have more of
evil, than of good. There are few things wholly evil, or wholly
good. Almost every thing, especially of governmental policy, is an
inseparable compound of the two.%®

1848—

That we are right, we can not doubt. . . . In leaving the people’s
business in their hands, we can not be wrong.1

1854— ;

Most governments have been based, practically, on the denial of
equal rights of men . . . ours began, by affirming those rights.
They said, some men are too ignorant, and vicious, to share in
government. Possibly so, said we; and, by your system, you would
always keep them ignorant, and vicious. We proposed to give
all a chance; and we expected the weak to grow stronger, the
ignorant, wiser; and all better, and happier together.10!

1854—
Stand with anybody that stands RIGHT. Stand with him while
he is right and PART with him when he goes wrong.102

1854—
If there is ANY THING which it is the duty of the WHOLE
PEOPLE to never entrust to any hands but their own, that thing
is the preservation and perpetuity, of their own liberties, and
institutions.103

1856—
We stand at once the wonder and admiration of the whole world,
and we must enquire what it is that has given us so much pros-
perity, and we shall understand that to give up that one thing,
would be to give up all future prosperity. This cause is that every
man can make himself.104

1856— , :
Our government rests in public opinion. Whoever can change
public opinion, can change the government, practically just so
much.108
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1856—

Thus let bygones be bygones. Let past differences, as nothing be;
and with steady eye on the real issue, let us reinaugurate the
good old “central ideas” of the Republic. We can do it. The
human heart is with us—God is with us. We shall again be able
not to declare, that “all States as States, are equal,” nor yet that
“all citizens as citizens are equal,” but to renew the broader,
better declaration, including both these and much more, that “all
men are created equal.””108

1857—
I think the authors of that notable instrument [the Declaration
of Independence] intended to include all men. . . . They meant to

set up a standard maxim for free society, which should be familiar
to all, and revered by all; constantly looked to, constantly
labored for, and even though never perfectly attained, constantly
approximated, and thereby constantly spreading and deepening
its influence, and augmenting the happiness and value of life to
all people of all colors everywhere.107

1858—

To give the victory to the right, not bloody bullets, but peaceful
ballots only, are necessary. Thanks to our good old Constitution,
and organization under it, these alone are necessary. It only needs
that every right thinking man, shall go to the polls, and without
fear or prejudice, vote as he thinks.108

1858—

Legislation and adjudication must follow, and conform to, the
progress of society.109

1858—

I believe each individual is naturally entitled to do as he pleases
with himself and the fruit of his labor, so far as it in no wise inter-
feres with any other man’s rights.110

1858—

Our reliance is in the love of liberty which God has planted in
our bosoms. Our defense is in the preservation of the spirit which
prizes liberty as the heritage of all men, in all lands, every
where.111 :
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1858—
I believe the declaration that “all men are created equal” is the
great fundamental principle upon which our free institutions
rest.112

1859—

We have all heard of Young America. He is the most current
youth of the age. Some think him conceited, and arrogant; but
has he not reason to entertain a rather extensive opinion of
himself? Is he not the inventor and owner of the present, and sole
hope of the future?!13

1859—
Understanding the spirit of our institutions to aim at the elevation
of man, I am opposed to whatever tends to degrade them.114

1859—
Let us hope . . . that by the best cultivation of the physical world,
beneath and around us; and the intellectual and moral world
within us, we shall secure an individual, social and political
prosperity and happiness, whose course shall be onward and
upward, and which, while the earth endures, shall not pass
away.115

1860—
Let us have faith that right makes might, and in that faith, let
us, to the end, dare to do our duty as we understand it.11®

1860—
The political horizon looks dark and lowering; but the people,

under Providence, will set all right.117

1861—
All this is not the result of accident. It has a philosophical cause.

Without the Constitution and the Union, we could not have
attained the result; but even these, are not the primary cause of
our great prosperity. There is something back of these, entwining
itself more closely about the human heart. That something, is
the principle of “Liberty to all”’—the principle that clears the
path for all-gives hope to all—and, by consequence, enterprize,
and industry to all.

The expression of that principle, in our Declaration of Inde-
pendence, was most happy, and fortunate. Without this, as well
as with it, we could have declared our independence of Great
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Britain; but without it, we could not, I think, have secured our
free government, and consequent prosperity. No oppressed, people
will fight, and endure, as our fathers did, without the promise of
something better, than a mere change of masters.118

1861—

I do not deny the possibility that the people may err in an elec-
tion; but if they do, the true [remedy] is in the next election, and
not in the treachery of the person elected.11?

1861—

I hold the value of life is to improve one’s condition. Whatever
is calculated to advance the condition of the honest, struggling

laboring man, so far as my judgment will enable me to judge
of a correct thing, I am for that thing.120

1861—

I have never had a feeling politically that did not spring from
the sentiments embodied in the Declaration of Independence. I
have often pondered over the dangers which were incurred by
the men who assembled here and adopted that Declaration of
Independence. . . . I have often inquired of myself, what great
principle or idea it was that kept this Confederacy so long to-
gether. It was not the mere matter of the separation of the
colonies from the mother land; but something in that Declaration
giving liberty, not alone to the people of this country, but hope
to the world for all future time. It was that which gave promise
that in due time the weights should be lifted from the shoulders
of all men, and that all should have an equal chance.12!

1861—

A majority, held in restraint by constitutional checks, and limi-
tations, and always changing easily, with deliberate changes of
popular opinions and sentiments, is the only true sovereign of a
free people.122

1861—

It may be affirmed, without extravagance, that the free institu-
tions we enjoy, have developed the powers, and improved the

condition, of our whole people, beyond any example in the
world.123
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1861—
This is essentially a People’s contest. On the side of the Union,
it is a struggle for maintaining in the world, that form, and sub-
stance of government, whose leading object is, to elevate the
condition of men—to lift artificial weights from all shoulders—
to clear the paths of laudable pursuit for all-to afford all, an
unfettered start, and: a fair chance, in the race of life.1?

1861—
The people themselves, and not their servants, can safely reverse
their own deliberate decisions.125

1862—
It is said; the devil takes care of his own. Much more should a
good spirit—the spirit of the Constitution and the Union—take
care of its own. I think it can not do less, and live.126

1863—

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on
this-continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated
to the proposition that all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that
nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long
endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We have
come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place
for -those who here gave their lives that that nation might live.
It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate—we can not consecrate
—we can not hallow—this ground. The brave men, living and
dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor
power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long
remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they
did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the
unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so
nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the
great task remaining before us—that from these honored dead we
take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the
last full measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve that
these dead shall not have died in vain—that this nation, under
God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and that government of
the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from
the earth.127
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1864—

Let him [Owen Lovejoy] have the marble monument, along with
the well-assured and more enduring one in the hearts of those
who love liberty, unselfishly, for all men.128

1864—

It is not merely for today, but for all time to come that we should
perpetuate for our children’s children this great and free govern-
ment, which we have enjoyed all our lives. . . . I happen tempo-
rarily to occupy this big White House. I am a living witness that
any one of your children may look to come here as my father’s
child has. It is in order that each of you may have through this
free government which we have enjoyed, an open field and a fair
chance for your industry, enterprise and intelligence; that you
may all have equal privileges in the race of life, with all its de-
sirable human aspirations.129

1865—

Important principles may, and Iﬂust, be inflexible.130
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*THE STRUGGLE OF TODAY, IS NOT ALTOGETHER
FOR TODAY . . .”

Throughout the bitter years of strife, Mr. Lincoln worked with
tragic dedication for the preservation and restoration of the federal
union, as the means of keeping alive the cause of popular government’
everywhere. In this section he speaks on matters of the war.

1861—

The struggle of today, is not altogether for today—it is for a vast
future also.131

1860—

I never have been, am not now, and probably never shall be, in
a mood of harassing the people, either North or South.132

1861—

If the union of these States, and the liberties of this people, shall
be lost, it is but little to any one man of fifty-two years of age, but
a great deal to the thirty| millions of people who inhabit these
United States, and to their posterity in all coming time.!33

1861—
Suppose you go to war, you cannot fight always; and when, after
much loss on both sides, and no gain on either, you cease fight-
ing, the identical old questions, as to terms of intercourse, are
again upon you.!34

1861— .
Now, and ever, I shall do all in my power for peace, consistently
with the maintainance of government.135

1861—
The enthusiastic uprising of the people in our cause, is our
great reliance; and we can not safely give it any check, even
though it overflows, and runs in channels not laid down in any
chart.13¢

1861—
The people will save their government, if the government itself
will allow them.137
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1861—

A right result, at this time, will be worth more to the world,
than ten times the men, and ten times the money.138

1861—

In considering the policy to be adopted for suppressing the in-
surrection, I have been anxious and careful that the inevitable
conflict for this purpose shall not degenerate into a violent and
remorseless revolutionary struggle. I have, therefore, in every
case, thought it proper to keep the integrity of the Union promi-
nent as the primary object of the contest on our part, leaving
all questions which are not of vital military importance to the
more deliberate action of the legislature.!39

1861—
He who does something at the head of one Regiment, will eclipse
him who does nothing at the head of a hundred.140

1862— 1
And, once more let me tell you, it is indispensable to you that
you strike a blow. I am powerless to help this . . . . I beg to
_assure you that I have never written you, or spoken to you, in
greater kindness or feeling than now, nor with a fuller purpose
to sustain you, so far as in my most anxious judgment, I con-
sistently can. But you must act.141

1862—
I expect to maintain this contest until successful, or till I die, or

am conquered, or my term expires, or Congress or the country
forsakes me.142

1862—
If you can hold your present position, we shall “hive” the enemy
yer 5o

1862—

Our common country is in great peril, demanding the loftiest
views, and boldest action to bring it speedy relief. Once relieved,
its form of government is saved to the world; its beloved history,
and cherished memories, are vindicated; and its happ)" future
fully assured, and rendered inconceivably grand. To you, more
than to any others, the previlege is given, to assure that happiness,
and swell that grandeur, and to link your own names therewith
forever.144
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1862—
The severest justice may not always be the best policy.145

1862—
I am a patient man—always willing to forgive on the Christian
terms of repentance; and also to give ample time for repentance.
Still I must save this government if possible. What I cannot do,
of course I will not do; but it may as well be understood, once for
all, that I shall not surrender this game leaving any available
card unplayed.14¢

1862—
I am in no boastful mood. I shall not do more than I can, and
I shall do all I can to save the government, which is my sworn
duty as well as my personal inclination. I shall do nothing in
malice. What I deal with is too vast for malicious dealing.147

1862—
What would you do in my position? Would you drop the war
where it is? Or, would you prosecute it in future, with elder-
stalk squirts, charged with rose water?148

1862—
I would save the Union. I would save it the shortest way under
the Constitution. The sooner the national authority can be
restored; the nearer the Union will be “the Union as it was.”
If there be those who would not save the Union, unless they
could at the same time save slavery, I do not agree with them.
If there be those who would not save the Union unless they
could at the same time destroy slavery, I do not agree with them.
My paramount object in this struggle is to save the Union, and
is not either to save or to destroy slavery. If I could save the
Union without freeing any slave I would do it, and if I could save
it by freeing all the slaves I would do it; and if I could save it
by freeing some and leaving others alone I would also do that.
What I do about slavery, and the colored race, I do because I
believe it helps to save the Union; and what I forbear, I forbear
because I do not believe it would help to save the Union. I shall
do less whenever I shall believe what I am doing hurts the cause,
and I shall do more whenever I shall believe doing more will
help the cause. I shall try to correct errors when shown to be
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errors; and I shall adopt new views so fast as they shall appear
to be true views.

I have here stated my purpose according to my view of official
duty; and I intend no modification of my oft-expressed personal
wish that all men every where could be free.14?

1862—

I have just read your dispatch about sore tongued and fatiegued
horses. Will you pardon me for asking what the horses of your
army have done since the battle of Antietam that fatigue any-
thing?150

1862—

I certainly know that if the war fails, the administration fails,
and that I will be blamed for it, whether I deserve it or not.
And I ought to be blamed, if I could do better. You think I
could do better; therefore you blame me already. I think I could
not do better; therefore I blame you for blaming me.151

1862—

In giving freedom to the slave, we assure freedom to the free—

honorable alike in what we give, and what we preserve. We shall -

nobly save, or meanly lose, the last best, hope of earth. Other
means may succeed; this could not fail. The way is plain, peace-
ful, generous, just—a way which, if followed, the world will for-
ever applaud, and God must forever bless.152

1862—

The dogmas of the quiet past, are inadequate to the stormy
present. The occasion is piled high with difficulty, and we must
rise with the occasion. As our case is new, so we must think anew,
and act anew. We must disenthrall ourselves, and then we shall
save our country.1%8 ;

1862—

Fellow-citizens, we cannot escape history. We of this Congress
and this administration, will be remembered in spite of our-
selves. No personal significance, or insignificance, can spare one
or another of us. The fiery trial through which we pass, will light
us down, in honor or dishonor, to the latest generation.154
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1862—

We can succeed only by concert. It is not “Can any of us imagine
better?” but “can we all do better?"'155

1862—

Our strife pertains to ourselves—to the passing generations of
men; and it can, without convulsion, be hushed forever with the
passing of one generation.156

1863—

I never did ask more, nor ever was willing to accept less, than
for all the States, and the people thereof, to take and hold their
places, and their rights, in the Union, under the Constitution
of the United States. For this alone have I felt authorized to
struggle; and I seek neither more nor less now.157

1863—

I have placed you at the head of the Army of the Potomac. Of
course I have done this upon what appear to me to be sufficient
reasons. And yet I think it best for you to know that there are
some things in regard to which, I am not quite satisfied with
you. I believe you to be a brave and a skillful soldier, which, of
course, I like. I also believe you do not mix politics with your
profession, in which you are right. You have confidence in your-
self, which is a valuable, if not an indispensable quality. You
are ambitious, which, within reasonable bounds, does good rather
than harm. But I think that during Gen. Burnside’s command
of the Army, you have taken counsel of your ambition, and
thwarted him as much as you could, in which you did a great
wrong to the country, and to a most meritorious and honorable
brother officer. I have heard, in such a way as to believe it, of
your recently saying that both the Army and the Government
needed a Dictator. Of course it was not for this, but in spite of it,
that I have given you the command. Only those generals who
gain successes, can set up dictators. What I now ask of you is
military success, and I will risk the dictatorship. The government
will support you to the utmost of its ability, which is neither
more nor less than it has done and will do for all commanders.
I much fear that the spirit which you have aided to infuse into
the Army, of criticising their Commander, and withholding confi-
dence from him, will now turn upon you. I shall assist you as far
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as I can, to put it down. Neither you, nor Napoleon, if he were
alive again, could get any good out of an army, while such a
spirit prevails in it.

And now, beware of rashness. Beware of rashness, but with

energy, and sleepless vigilance, go forward, and give us victories.158

1863—

The man who stands by and says nothing, when the peril of
his government is discussed, can not be misunderstood. If not
hindered, he is sure to help the enemy. Much more, if he talks
ambiguously—talks for his country with “buts” and “ifs” and
“‘ands."’189

1863—

I have never doubted your courage and devotion to the cause.
But you have just lost a Division, and prima facie the fault is
upon you; and while that remains unchanged, for me to put
you in command again, is to justly subject me to the charge of
having put you there on purpose to have you lose another. If I
knew facts sufficient to satisfy me that you were not in fault, or
error, the case would be different. But the facts I do know . . .
tend the other way. :

First, I have scarcely seen anything from you . . . that did not
contain imputations against your superiors. . . . You have con-
stantly urged the idea that you were persecuted because you did
not come from West-Point, and you repeat it in these letters.
This, my dear general, is I fear, the rock on which you have
Split. el

1863—

The signs look better. The Father of Waters again goes unvexed
to the sea. Thanks to the great North-West for it. Nor yet wholly
to them. . . . The job was a great national one; and let none be
banned who bore an honorable part in it. And while those who
have cleared the great river may well be proud, even that is not
all. It is hard to say that anything has been more bravély, and
well done, than at Antietam, Murfreesboro, Gettysburg, and on
many fields of lesser note. Nor must Uncle Sam’s Web-feet be
forgotten. At all the watery margins they have been present. Not
only on the deep sea, the broad bay, and the rapid river, but also
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1863—

up the narrow muddy bayou, and wherever the ground was a
little damp, they have been, and made their tracks. Thanks to
all. For the great republic—for the principle it lives by, and
keeps alive—for man’s vast future,—thanks to all.161

Peace does not appear so distant as it did. I hope it will come
soon, and come to stay; and so come as to be worth the keeping
in all future time. It will then have been proved that, among
free men, there can be no sutcessful appeal from the ballot to the
bullet; and that they who take such appeal are sure to lose their
case, and pay the cost.162

1863—

Still let us not be over-sanguine of a speedy final triumph. Let
us be quite sober. Let us diligently apply the means, never
doubting that a just God, in his own good time, will give us
the rightful result.163

1863—

I hope to “stand firm” enough to not go backward, and yet not
go forward fast enough to wreck the country’s cause.164

1864—

In using the strong hand, as now compelled to do, the govern-
ment has a difficult duty to perform. At the very best, it will
by turns do both too little and too much. It can properly have
no motive of revenge, no purpose to punish merely for punish-
ment’s sake. While we must, by all available means, prevent the
overthrow of the government, we should avoid planting and
cultivating too many thorns in the bosom of society.1%5

1864—

We accepted this war for an object, a worthy object, and the
war will end when that object is attained. Under God, I hope
it never will until that time.1%

1864—

The issue is a mighty one for all people and all time; and
whoever aids the right, will be appreciated and remembered.1%
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1864—

This morning, as for some days past, it seems exceedingly
probable that this Administration will not be re-elected. Then it
will be my duty to so co-operate with the President elect, as to
save the Union between the election and the inauguration; as
he will have secured his election on such ground that he can
not possibly save it afterwards.168

1864— ’

Much is being said about peace; and no man desires peace more
ardently than I. Still I am yet unprepared to give up the Union
for a peace which, so achieved, could not be of much duration.16?

1864—

I am struggling to maintain government, not to overthrow it. I am
struggling especially to prevent others from overthrowing it.170

1864—
It has long been a grave question whether any government, not

too strong for the liberties of its people, can be strong enough
to maintain its own existence, in great emergencies.!?!

1864—

Gold is good in its place; but living, brave, patriotic men, are
better than gold.172

1864—
Human-nature will not change. In any future great national
trial, compared with the men of this, we shall have as weak,
and as strong; as silly and as wise; as bad and good. Let us,
therefore, study the incidents of this, as philosophy to learn
wisdom from, and none of them as wrongs to be revenged.173

1865—

Both parties deprecated war; but one of them would make war
rather than let the nation survive; and the other would accept
war rather than let it perish. And the war came7
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1865—
With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness
in the right, as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to
finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation’s wounds; to
care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow,
and his orphan—to do all which may achieve and cherish a just,
and a lasting peace, among ourselves, and with all nations.!7
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“SO LONG AS I HAVE BEEN HERE I HAVE NOT WILL-
INGLY PLANTED A THORN IN ANY MAN’S BOSOM.”

Much of the stature of Abraham Lincoln came from his great hu-

manity and compassion. Following are selections which show some of
Mr. Lincoln’s relations with people.

1864—

Now that the election is over, may not all, having a common
interest, re-unite in a common effort, to save our common country?
For my own part I have striven, and shall strive to avoid placing
any obstacle in the way. So long as I have been here I have
not willingly planted a thorn in any man’s bosom.176

1848—

The way for a young man to rise, is to improve himself every
way he can, never suspecting that any body wishes to hinder him.
Allow me to assure you, that suspicion and jealousy never did
help any man in any situation. There may sometimes be un-
generous attempts to keep a young man down; and they will
succeed too, if he allows his mind to be diverted from its true
channel to brood over the attempted injury. Cast about, and see

if this feeling has not injured every person you have ever known
to fall into it.177

1860—

Our down East friends, did, indeed, treat me with great kindness,
demonstrating what I before believed, that all good, intelligent
people are very much alike.178

1860—

I have scarcely felt greater pain in my life than on learning
yesterday from Bob’s letter, that you had failed to enter Harvard
University. And yet there is very little in it, if you will allow
no feeling of discouragement to seize, and prey upon you. It is
a certain truth, that you can enter, and graduate in, Harvard
University; and having made the attempt, you must succeed in
it. “Must” is the word.

I know not how to aid you, save in the assurance of one of mature
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age, and much severe experience, that you can not fail, if you
resolutely determine, that you will not.17®

1860—

I am slow to listen to criminations among friends, and never ex-
pouse their quarrels on either side. My sincere wish is that both
sides will allow by-gones to be by-gones, and look to the present &
future only.180

1861—

In the untimely loss of your noble son, our affliction here, is
scarcely less than your own. So much of promised usefulness to
one’s country, and of bright hopes for one’s self and friends, have
rarely been so suddenly dashed, as in his fall. In size, in years,
and in youthful appearance, a boy only, his power to command
men, was surpassingly great. This power, combined with a fine
intellect, an indomitable energy, and a taste altogether military,
constituted in him, as seemed to me, the best natural talent, in
that department, I ever knew. And yet he was singularly modest
and deferential in social intercourse. My acquaintance with him
began less than two years ago; yet through the latter half of
the intervening period, it was as intimate as the disparity of
our ages, and my engrossing engagements, would permit. To me,
he appeared to have no indulgences or pastimes; and I never
heard him utter a profane, or an intemperate word. What
was conelusive of his good heart, he never forgot his parents. The
honors he labored for so laudably, and, in the sad end, so gal-
lantly gave his life, he meant for them, no less than for himself.

In the hope that it may be no intrusion upon the sacredness
of your sorrow, I have ventured to address you this tribute to the
memory of my young friend, and your brave and early fallen
child.

May God give you that consolation which is beyond all earthly
power.181

1861—

Fair play is a jewell. Give him a chance if you can.18

1861—

The lady—bearer of this—says she has two sons who want to
work. Set them at it, if possible. Wanting to work is so rare a
merit, that it should be encouraged.183
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1862—

Your good mother tells me you are feeling very badly in your
new situation. Allow me to assure you it is a perfect certainty
that you will, very soon, feel better—quite happy—if you only
stick to the resolution you have taken to procure a military
education. I am older than you, have felt badly myself, and know,
what I tell you is true. Adhere to your purpose and you will soon
feel as well as you ever did. On the contrary, if you falter, and
give up, you will lose the power of keeping any resolution, and
will regret it all your life. Take the advice of a friend, who,
though he never saw you, deeply sympathizes with you, and
stick to your purpose.184

1862—

It is with deep grief that I learn of the death of your kind and
brave Father; and, especially, that it is affecting your young heart
beyond what is common in such cases. In this sad world of ours,
sorrow comes to all; and, to the young, it comes with bitterest
agony, because it takes them unawares. The older have learned
to ever expect it. I am anxious to afford some alleviation of your
present distress. Perfect relief is not possible, except with time.
You can not now realize that you will ever feel better. Is not this
so? And yet it is a mistake. You are sure to be happy again. To
know this, which is certainly true, will make you some less
miserable naw. I have had experience enough to know what I
say; and you need only to believe it, to feel better at once. The
memory of your dear Father, instead of an agony, will yet be a sad
sweet feeling in your heart, of a purer, and holier sort than you
have known before.185

1863—

Although what I am now to say is to be, in form, a reprimand,
it is not intended to add a pang to what you have already suffered
upon the subject to which it relates. You have too much of
life yet before you, and have shown too much of promise as an
officer, for your future to be lightly surrendered. You were con-
victed of two offences. One of them, not of great enormity, and
yet greatly to be avoided, I feel sure you are in no danger of
repeating. The other you are not so well assured against. The
advice of a father to his son “Beware of entrance to a quarrel,
but being in, bear it that the opposed may beware of thee,”
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is good, and yet not the best. Quarrel not at all. No man resolved
to make the most of himself, can spare time for personal con-
tention. Still less can he afford to take all the consequences, in-
cluding the vitiating of his temper, and the loss of self-control.
Yield larger things to which you can show no more than equal
right; and yield lesser ones, though clearly your own. Better give
your path to a dog, than be bitten by him in contesting for the
right. Even killing the dog would not cure the bite.

In the mood indicated deal henceforth with your fellow men,
and especially with your brother officers; and even the unpleasant
events you are passing from will not have been profitless to you.186

1864—

The case of Andrews is really a very bad one, as appears by
the record already before me. Yet before receiving this I had
ordered his punishment commuted to imprisonment . . . and had
so telegraphed. I did this, not on any merit in- the case, but
because I am trying to evade the butchering business lately.187

1864—

A poor widow, by the name of Baird, has a son in the Army
that for some offence has been sentenced to serve a long time
without pay, or at most, with very little pay. I do not like this
punishment of withholding pay—it falls so very hard upon poor
families.188

1864—

I have been shown in the files of the War Department a state-
ment of the Adjutant General of Massachusetts, that you are the
mother of five sons who have died gloriously on the field of battle.
I feel how weak and fruitless must be any words of mine which
should attempt to beguile you from the grief of a loss so over-
whelming. But I cannot refrain from tendering to you the con-
solation that may be found in the thanks of the Republic they
died to save.

I pray that our Heavenly Father may assuage the anguish of
your bereavement, and leave you only the cherished memory
of the loved and lost, and the solemn pride that must be yours,
to have laid so costly a sacrifice upon the altar of Freedom.18?
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