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preface: The policyof federal reclamation of arid lands of the western
states spo sored by 1h¢odore Roosevelt and heretofore generally accepted as
sound national policy began to be'questioned. (. (East alarmed by movement

0 industries because of power, pdpulation .,Witness Californiass

remarkable growth). \
\

pe 11-- \ //
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The Yakima Valiey is essentially a rEg%bn of prosperous, hap y farm homes.
lo the gwve age Yakima Valley farmér, farming is a mode of living,
rather thana business.. (this picturg\jhanging with populstion increase,

development of power,growth of indu? ries)...
/‘. X

p 18--@EB 1938)..1lhe remaining irrifatioh projects of the West are for the
most part too large for state fina?cing and in most cases they involve

the use of water interstate and s%meti,e¥ internationsl in character. Hence tne

i
can be built only by a strong fe?eral agencye)...
‘\

p 27--lhe Yakima Valley // \
Extent: Empracing the threé counties of\Kittitas, Yakima and

Benton in south Central Washinéton, as conéidered extendsfrom the Cascade
Mountains on the west to the Solumbia River bn the east. ..More than ninety
ber cent of the po,ulation, ealth, agricult%ral and industrial production
is found within the watershgz of the Yakimg kiver and its tributaries, all of
these develo ments being efs entially due to irrigation...

Topography--—Fromthe hiéher levels of the summit of the Cascades, ranging

in elevation from 3,000 to 9,000 feet the valley slopes eastward to the town

of Aennewick on the Columbia fiver whe e the elevation is 300 feet. Irrigated ar

in themain tributary Valleies lie at elevations between 350 and 2,000 feet.High
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ridges and foothills, rising on either side, protect the fields and

orchards.

Ciliate. Precipitation varies from as little as 4 inches
annually along the Columbia, increasing westwaré/to 76 inches and more at
the summit of the cascades. O the arable lan¢5 the range is from
4 to 15 inches anrually with most of the pred&pltat_ ‘n occurfing during the
winter mo ths and with very little in the growing season. Climatic factors
favorable to large  ields and nigh qualltyzpf farm crops are the long,
sSunny days with minimu rainfall during thefglow1ng season. +hese factors

Blso fgcilitate harvest operations and minimize Crop losses.

Temperature, no extremes as in some refions.

GGd0irdd History: p 30 - @
From 1847 to 1853 settlement conflqéd to Catholic missions located
in Parker Bottom ang Ahtanum, lampico end Naneun Creek ‘he first immigration
was by wagon train in 1853. But it wgs not until lBéﬁ\
thefirst pe.manent settlement took 2face when Thorp (Fielding M)
brought 250 head of Durham cattle t/ the lwoxee Valley(Correct date is 1862)
The Splawn, Lorgmire, Clemens (corr|ct Cleman) and other families followed,
In lgég\first school vas established and feBr years t e{aﬁifi_iﬁ? first
irrigation canal brEO built.
Most of tre territory included/ in the three present c unties was
organized in 1863 as Ferguson Co nty, but two years later the name was

changea to Yakimsg. While the pogulation then was abou4i0u persons by 1875

it was estimateq that 2,00C wer settled in the valley. Grazing of livestock

continued to be the Principal ccupation qntil the construction of the

! !
railroad oWér the cascades ij (correct|completion date 1887) gave better

access to Puget S und. Therefor irrigationldeveloped rapidly, first by

comnmunity ditches, then {oc 1 stock Companies and finally during the decade

from 1890 to 1900 b lar / '
N geﬁcommerc1al corporat ons y With therailroags
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taking an active part in their promotion 7nd financing. From 1870 to 1900
alfalfa and timothy hay with some small gr7ﬁn were the principal

Crops, but increasing demands from attrdctive markets in the Coast cities
and from lumbering and BB mining centers/ caused thereafter a change to
higher value crops . Orchards were planted, truck gard ening was
unde taken and dairy herds estab}ished.

By 1900 all o/ the low water ;}pw of the streams lad been
appropriated and divepted until, Qh 1905, serious water shortage was

suffered under some of the later /ca alis.Rams were torn out and dynamited by

rival irrigation companies, armed/gual S posted at canal intakes to

prevent hostile diversions. It was at this time that the Bur au of
fleclamation became interested in the Yakima Valley, brought about an adjustment

of the existing water rights. Comyrehensiwe plans were made for the

maximum possible development, including stoYage at the headwaters
to regulate stream flow not nly for the projects to be cons tructed by
the Bureau but also for the benefit of. existing pr .gects which had

insufficient supply.

p 31
Aside from the purely enginsering phase of irrigation development which

extended from about 1855 to 1870 » the reclamation of the 350,000
acres of land in the Yakiug Valley has taken place over a period of
approximate y 65 years.
p 32..following the early efforts of individual ranchers came development
by com unities ard partnerships, then by couperative stock companies and finally
for profit by priva e corporations, financed locally or by eastern
capital. lhe latter Phase reached its climax in the early nineties when the
Kennewick ard Snnyside pbrojects, sponsored by the N rthern pacific

Railway Company, were undertaken. Settlement of the 12,000 acres in the
Kennewick and 64,000 acres in the o, nnyside projects started briskly, but was

curtailed by the banic of 1893. ilhe long carrying period elapsing



betwee: construction ana paying develpment, which haa drained the finances of
most large private irrigation companies, forced the promoters of these two
projects into receivership. lhis p_oeedure ovccured several times before
final success was achieved.
In 1905 when the feclamation Service was lookin. for an
undei taking in Washington, the Sunnyside project held the largest and
most valuable water rights .n the Yakia fiver and was the ney to the val ey
situation. +he legislature had refused to authorizes® construction of private
storage reservoirs, and water filings for more or less legitimate
projects agglegated several tiies the available water supply. *he Se retary
of the Interior announcea that a project to utilize the full available flow ¢
of the stream would be un ertaken by the U ted otates provided cDOm
claimants to water rights wouid enter into agreements lim ting tneir
priorities to’lands actually under constructed ditches. LThis was
consunmated and coincident with the commencement of construction on the
Tieton Vlivision and tn enlargement and extension of the Snnysiae
Canal, the first storage rese voir was built at Bumping Lake.
the Tieton Division,embracing at first 32,000 acres, was opened for
settlement in two units. lhe first unit under the Synnyside Division was
opened in 1909, following annually thereafter for several years by units
of from 5,000 to 10,000 gcres.
1 is plan of progressive development had many advantages. Under it at
no time was there any considerable surplus of undaveloped lands.
I; thes two units, together with the Wapato built by the U.S. irdian
Service and furnishea with water from the storage reservoirs built by the
Keclamation Service, it was demonstrated that approximately 10,000
acrex of new land per year .ould be satisfactorily gbsorbed . +his rate
continued for about twenty yeurs. Followed b

a lapse, so far as the Reclamatio

Bureau was concerned, it was not until 1930 that the first land was brought
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in under the hittitas Division. Notwithsuandnging eXxisting financial
depression, this division was very rapidly Peopleed, about 60 per cent

of the better dands cein. _ut under e6m6 cultivation in the first two

at the upuer eng obeing cut over-pine timber, came in more slowly, but
on the DAGe whole, rate of settlement of this Division has been ILost

satisfactory.
P. 3l..(previous to Aside from the purely ploneering bhase, ..

Ubd@u@ﬁEdOdgé. Initially, the broag Plans laid by the federal
reclamation engineers for the best use of the availgbile water sup lyon the
better irrigable lands contemplated inelusion of o er 100,00C acres
north of the Rzttlesnake Hills in the Columbia River drainage. Chiefly because
further investigation brought ut the boor characer of these lands, this
featur. was abandoned about 1918, and the rogram now C mpletea was
adopted. It embraced S1X reservoirs with a total Capacity of gbout

1,100,000 acre feet, the Sterage from which 1s po.lea with the natural

diversions entitled to it. lhe cost of impounding the waters was Spread over
all the lands benefited, and contracts enter d into for Tepayment whid, in the

aggregate, will reimburse the Government.,

What is known as the Yakimg Project is divided into six Principal

units. Brief data concerning these

Sunpyside--lO6,000 acres, first constructeq by private Capital , was
burchased by the governnent in 1906 angd development cowpletea in 1920,

wapato* Also known as the Yakiua Indian fleservation Unit, 120,000
acles. Leveloped between 1905 and 1920,

Tieton--26,QOO, completed in 1912,



Kitti&as--70,000, completed in 1932.
Kennewick , 24,000, 4,000 acres under wa er in 1932;

Roza. @postwd 68,000. Construction contracts entsred into in

January 1936.

(Econouwic tagbles in back, plenty of them, population etc.



