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The Lnrly Indian residents of Tularc county were expert
hunters despite their lack of what then was %gmumiieredix

considered "modern" hunting equipment, The bow and arrow was
the only weapon, the bow being made of mahogany or ash,
strengthened by the laying over 1t of the backbone of a Rempxg
deer. Arrows were constructed in three different manners,
according to the purpose for which theywere to be used, For
warfare and large game, they were flint tipped,

A, intermediate weapon was made of button=willow to which
hard wood point was spliced, For birds and other small game,
& peculiar construction was employed, These were about three
feet long with & blunt point, About half an inch from the
end four cress bars, sach about an inch long, were fastened,
Two of these were at right angles to the other two mmd four
projecting points thus were formed, rendering accurate shooting
less essential,

In gathering salt, the Indians employed an unusual method,
If the mornings when the s alt grass was wet withd ew, a squaw
would go forth armed with a long smooth stick, This she would
ply back and forth through the wet grass and wave in the air,
The result was a deposit of salt a guarter of an inch thick on
the stick, This salt then was scraped off, .

Wild pigeons added to the Indian's larder and the
methods which w ere employed in their capture are of intcrest,
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ad one indian hunters

It sehmé that the pigeons preferred mineral water,
whether it be effervescent from soda, or saly, sulphurous
.or combining the tonic properties of iron and arsenic, to the
ordinary spring water of the mountainse E; all mineral
springs, pigeons came in flockse The crafty brawe who held
first place among those who made snares,m taking advantage of
this trait of the birds, mede his preparations accordingly.

In f ront of the spring a large smooth low mound was
heaped, Next the mound, directly facing it, was dug a trench
of the size and depth to accomodate a man lying downe The front
of this trench toward the mound was open but screened w ith
grasses; the top was covered. In this, the Indlan lay in
weite A willow stick, at its end a little noose of slnew; lay
on the mound,

When the pigeons eongregated an unobserved motion of the
w rist, a little raise of the stick sufficed to place the
loop over the head of a birde S;lently the bird was drawn to
the trenoh,'the hea. jerked off and shortly another and yet
an other fell victin until sufficient pigeon meat for the band
was obta nede

To insure another flight and alighting at tho same placé
for the folloq}ng day, should occasion require, a few of the
birds were kept alive end picketed out gs decoys,

In the taking of =gl fish, the use of the hook and line
was not kmown to t e Zmiskgm Indians but they had three effective
methods of gathering finny foocde :
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ad two indian hunters

In the narrow strea s, which were numerous in the valley,
weirs were constructed by driving a row of willow sticks
:iiagonally across the stream and inberlacing the fence thus formed
- with tules, On the upper side of thls structure, near one bank,
a gomiscircular trap of similer construetion was buillt, '
The fish golng down stream, finding thelr way blocked by this
barrier, worked along it until they found their way
into the trap through a small openinge A larger door which include
this opening allowed the entrance of the fisherman to ebtain
the spoil,

In the pools or sloughs or other places whero water was
confined to holes without outlets, balls of a ¢ertain type of
weed were thrown, exe rting a stupefying effeect on the fish,
They sickened and would rise to tho surface when they w ere
easily taken, i

In the fall of the year when the water in the main Egweah
river was low, and long still pools were formed having shallow
outlets, still another method was employed, After damming the
outlet, rullen weed was thrown in until the water was so
roiled that the fish, uneble to see, could be caught 'by hand,

The late Jason Barton once deseribed Indian hunting methods
as follows after pointing out that the white man never was
a;l" to master the bow and arrow sufficiently to become
proficient in 1ts useg .
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ad three indian hunters

"We would wait early, say at the edge of & mountain
meadow, watching the huntsmen, bow in hand, Vhen the wary
buck came for his morning browse, his keen=flashing vislion |
included naught of danger for nothing movede A peculiarity of
graping deer is that while at short intervals he throws up his
head to ses or smell enything that may warn of danger, he precedes
this by & flick of his tall, '

"As he grazes, the Indian advances a step, perhaps two steps,
without a sound; the tail twitches and he 1s frogen into
1mo'b1:}it;y. There is mot a flicker of an aye lashe Assured of
safety, the dee »r once more grages and once more his enemy takes a
stepe An hour, perhaps two hours, go by and the hunter is within
bow=shote

"The arrow is lcosed and the alm is true, but the deer does
not fall dead in 1ts trackse Thls 1s beyond the capaclity of
the weapon, The shot is for the groin where eventué.lly,
trouble must ensue for the deer and he 1s forced to lie downe
T,,at is enough for the Indien who, after an arduous pursult
lasting perhaps a day, takes his guarry,"

_c:vered entanglements of tules were formed in Tulare lake
by the Indiens into whieh ducks were herded and takens

-
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nd’four‘iqﬁian hunters,

In;aﬁproaching & squirrel, great caution was exercised by
the Indian. With bow bent, arrow set and aimed, the hunter
would tmske his stand and wlithout the slightest movement except that
of a gradual advance, would apparently so hold the squirrel's
attention in a sort of trance that @ dlstance near enough from
which to apeed the arrow with acouracy was geineds

As with other Indian tribes, the medicine man was a person
of great importance among Tulare county'smemdx red men, but
woe unto him if he failed to effect a curey A few instances_of
death following his treatment was cause for summary executiong

Treatment in the sweathouse usually was prescribed but
but also was comron, An incision was made, either at the temples
or the forehead, and the medicine man sucked the blood and
spat 1t out,

The dress of the medicine men wes grand, The foundation of
the robe was a neeting made of the inner larks of trees, Through
the meshes of this was interwoven the brightest colored feathers
of many varieties of birds, together with topknots, fox and
cayote talls and rabblt ears.

‘ A: a death there ware chants from dusk until dewn, The corpse
was usuvally buried 1n a high and dry place in a round hole in
a 8itting position, the ankles tied to the thighs, All
personal mktengimxzzwars belongings were burded with the body,
Members of the family of the dead man smeared fheir faces black

in mourninge.



edition

Tyere were two distinct races of Indians when the white
man first came to thse San Joaquin valley, one called the
Yokuts, more than 20 tribes of w hich ranged the ecountry between
the Fresno river and the Tejon Passj the other, a Piute branch
of several iwiems sub-tribes living on Mill ecreek and in
Es hom valleye ;

Among, the former were the Ta=chi in the Tulare lake dis triet,
the Tawlxmx®xl Ta-lum=ne of Visalia, the Wik=tsum-ne, neaf |
Lemon C:vs md other settlemgnts were on /Poso oreek, Tule
river, Deer creek, one near Porterville, one near the forks
of the miwemg Tule river, one bn the Indian x:sm reservation and stlll
others at Three Rivers, Dry .creek, Woodlake, the Yokohl velley,
Outside creel, otte _

. The Piute tribes were the Wukwsa=chi of Eshom valley, the
Wo=po=noich and the En=dim=bits, Residences of the Indians
were far from permanent, In the hot summer they lived in the
high 8ierras, hunting deer, eating strawberries and and
enjoying the climate; in the fall, the harvest season for acorms,
the Ipdians were to be founé eithor 1n the foothills or the oak belt
- of the plains, according to the érqr: in the winber, duck hunting
by the lake providod food and good sporte

.l.ﬁong these Indiens, no traditions of migratlon existed,
ascording to a "history of Tulare and Kings counfiel,” by
Bugene L. Menefee and Fred A. Dodgee
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ad one indian traditions
-*‘".l‘he history statest

"T hey belleved themselves aboriginesw-the tradition as
to their origin was that man was ereated by the joint
#ffort of the wolf and the eagle, and brought forth from the
mountain peskse The Watchwmas point to H,mer's Nose,
on the south fork of the Kaweah, as the place of their origin,
while the Kaweahs point +to the foothill mmm peak near
Red Bgnke as the cradle of their tribee Tpese Indians believed
that the eagle made 1t his especial care to guard the welfare
of the humen race and the eagle on our eoin is accepted as
evidence that the whites recognized the saered character of the
bird,

"The wolf is held to have xemgm repented the part he took
in the reproduction of man and to be constantly seek ng the
destruction of the racee” '

George W, Stowart obtained the following tradition
in 1903 from Jim Herrington, and Indian thenk 11l ‘and now
doad, of the Wukchamml or Hk Wiktswme tribe of the Yokuts,

This tribe lived in the vicinity of the present location of
Lemon G:vo.:-. _

"Long ago the whole world mg was rdéck and there was neither
fire nor lighte The cayote (lkiyﬁ) sent his brother, the
wolf fewsyek$ (ewayoet, iweyit), into the mountelns, telling
him, 'Go upward until you come to a large lake wherc you w 1ll
8 e fires, Then take some of 1t,! The wolf did as ordered
by the sayote and, after some fighting, obtained s part of the
firees From this he made the moon and then the sun, and put them in
the skye !“en it was 1light, and has been ever sinces
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-ad ﬁo indian traditions

:‘me eagle (tsohit, djokhid) kept the oayote at work
and the latter made the panther fwk (wuhuset, wohoshit)
and the wolf help hime The cayote made the springs and
streams, He worked very hard to do thiss Tyen he and the
_eagle mede people. They also made deer and elk and ;
antelope and all game enimals and put fish into the water,
They gave these animais to the people iho went everywhere
and killed the geme for foods

"The cayote, the wolf and the panther said, 'In time there
will be too many people and they will kill us.¥ Now the cayote was
sorry hp had holpeci the eagle make the peoples The .panther
sald, 'They will kill us if we do not go away,?! t¥hen go up,'!
the eagle told him, The panther answered, 'I have no feathers,
I cannot go upy I can not fly.! 1Then go to the mountains,! said
the eagle and to the cayote,*Go Xsm to the plains,' The three
wont where they were told and ha:va lived there ever sincee”

The acorn was the staple of the diet of the Indians but it is
a mistake to suppose that their diet was lacking in xsmimgk
variety. 14 addition to game of all sorts and fish, there were
various kinds of seeds, nuts, berries, roots and young ahoot-:s of
the tule and clovere

Diring harvest time, acorns were stored in cribs made of
wovenwithes, usually placed on the top of a large stone and
!QG'!:II'OIY roofed with a ranproof mat, In mak ng breed, the
acorns after being shelled, were ground in a mortar and placed
in water in a shallow bed of sand near a stream, Thexm water,
running in end ocut of this depression, removed the bitterness,
Placed then inwater tight baskets, this gruel was coocked by means
of hot rocks and formed a dish estemmed by whites as well as

T—Adana.
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ad ’:hree indian traditions

" Roast c.ntérpillar was among the rarer delicacles on
the table of the Indian, When the type desired, & lking of
measuring worm, was not found near cemp, long trips were
made for the purpose of sollecting them in guantities, A fire of
fagots in a hole in the ground was allowed to burn down %o
coals. - These removed and the hole nicely dusted with ashes, a
few quarts of the julcy larvae were poured in, which gquickly
criiuping, soon were re ady to serve. |

i#



The elements of Inmor and tragedy semetimes were mixed

ceriously in the early day sdventures end assoecistions of the
white men and the Iﬁd:tm. Thers are however no oi-har instances
that quite equal the misture of these two elements in the Lwo
misadventures that befell Fred Steinman, 2

The ineident is related as follews im the "History of Kings and
Tulare C unties" by Fugene L. Memefee anc Frad A, Dodges

"In 1854 or 185E, Steinman who 1ived southwesterly
from Viealls a fowmlles, went on a lunting trip on whet is now
the locatlon of the town of Corcoran, He was lcoking for degu r, and
the timbered country near Mahuran slough loaking good to hiwn,
he tied his Beam end nrosesdsd cautiously afoot, Ie had not traveled
far when he espled five or six dear, whereupon he dodged into ihe -
slough and stealthily made his way to a point whieh he Judged to be
divectly orposite them, '

"Raising cautlously up, he ds discovered ome big buck within
range, the rest boing seme distance beyond, He fired, and at the
erask of his rifle, what .was Lis horror and ﬁilnl.y 0 hear an
Indien serean with agony, It was a dying shriek, The Indian himself
was stalking deer, elothed in deer skin and carrying ahtlera.

There was no more hfunttng_for Steinman that trip, :

"Fearful of wevenge, he hurried home and kept exeoedingly close
for sowe time, Rither, however, tho Indlans fauiled to learm the
slayer's identity or wers satisfied that tae shooting was pursly
agcuidental, for no reprisal ever was attempted,

'lf‘.qunlly, or rather more, serious end at the same time mope
amusing, was his next trouble,



ad one atoimﬁl.n ¢ : :

*Sﬁeixsn was a blohgr and had peeulier hnbit!. His house,
whieh was within half a mile of the Indian rancheria, was of
clavboards split and smoothed, Above his living room was a loft
resched by e 1;1.15193?. It was Steinman's custom on warm altsrnoons
to repalr to this loft, divest himself of ail ¢lothing and spend e
few tranquil bours in' smoking, meditation and repesa,

"I'or some time, he had been missing articles from his cabin with-
out a elow to the pilferer or his method, Om one afte;moon, hcmevaf, :
while taking his ease in the loft in a state of nature, he heard noises,
end looking down thrisugh & hole in the floor,' 29w two Indians enter,
They had discovered some loose weather boards, and by removing the
nails had made an opening which later could ve closed and leave no sign,

"The ts.bie,; on which was 2 veristy of catables, wes directly belov
the hole in the eeiling and Steimnman's anger rose as he waiched the
Indians makoe free with his grub and then axa.mi:ne the eabin for
other articles of use, He determined to scare them into fits, and
Yo Jumped to the table, glving as he did so a3 wild yell,

"In stead of fleeing in consternation st the might of this w=pm
apparition, as he had.mtioipa‘ced;, the Tndians grabbed Imives and
attacked him Tire sely. Stelnman, elthough severely wounded,
managed to reach the fireplaee, wherc he got hold of a long=handied
shovel, with which he Iilled ome of his sntagonists and drove off
the other,

"This time Steinman lmew that only by imme diate £ifight eould
he sscure his nafety, To his neighbor, Willis, he therefors
went, A mmber of msn' were here emplﬁyegl making eeils and these prame
ised him protection, After consultation, it was decided that the best
mothod to pursue would be to endeavor to square the mmiter with the ehief
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"Memoirs of My L'fe," by John C., Frement,

famous explorer of the middle nineteenth century contains
mdm interesting and informative notes on the
physical appearance of the Sgn Joaguin valley and Tulare county
in 1844,

Fremont who took an important part in the early
history of Celifomnla, passed through the San Joaquin
valley on the return journey of his seeond expedition, leaving
sYtter's Fort, on the American river, March 24, 1844,
P:eviously, he had come from Kansas aeross the central route
via Salt Lake to the C;lumbia river countrye From there heé
traveled southward over what was termed the Central Dasin and
on through the Siorra.- Havad'u, encountering eold and hardships.
Reaching & Sutter's Fort, he and his men were given a hearty
welcome by Captain John Sutter, with whom they re ained only
a few days before stqrtin,g south again, the actual trip through
the valley taking 21 dayse

Incldents included in Fremont's "Memoirs"
include the followings |

"liarch 24, 1844=--Taking leave of Mr, Sytter, who
with several gentlemen, accompaned us a few mlles on our way, we
traveled about 18 miles, andi encemed on Rio de los Cosumnes, &
stream recelving 1ts name from the Indians who live in its valley.
0°r road was thoough a level country, admirably suited to
cultivation, and covercd with groves of oak trees, préncipally
the evergreen typc, end a large @ak already mentioned, in form
like those of the white oalk,

m ore



ad one fremont il!?
¥ - "Ma ) 25=-=lie traveled for 28 miles over the
sane delishtful cougfr§ as yesterday and halted in a beautiful
%ottam at the ford of the Rio de los Mokelurmes, receiving its
nams from another Indian tribe across the river, The bottoms
on the stream are broad, rich and extremely fertilej and the
uplands are shaded with oak treeS......0n the 26, we halted at
th; Arroyo de las Calaveras, a tributary to the San Joaquiin,...
This place 1s beautiful, with open gpoves of 08K..es

"Near the river, end replacing the grass, are great
quantities of amole (scap plant), the leaves of which are used
in Cel ifornia for making, among other things, mats for :
saddle clotheS..ecevvee o

"Afril Be=Today we touched several times the San -
J:aqpin river=~here a fine looking, transuil gtream, with a
#light current and apparently deep, It resembled the Missouri
in colod, with occasional points of white sandj and its banks,
where steep, wore a kind of sandy cleyj its average depth appeared
to be about 80 yardse In the bottoms are frequent ponds, where
our approach disturbed multitudes of wild fowl, principully_
gecse, Sflrting along the timber, we frequently started elk and
large bands were seen during tho day with antelope and wild
horses, ;

"April 6e=After having traveled 15 miles
along the river, we made an early halt under the shade of
sycamore trees, Here we found the S8an Joaquin coming down
from the Slerra with a westerly course and, cheeking our way, as all
its tributaries had previously doneeees .

) "Columns of smoke were visible in the direction

of the Tule lakes to the southwardw-probably kindled in the

tulares by the Indians, es signals that there were strangers in
tha valleava



ad two fremont !

e e de, on the 7th, a hard march in a cold,
-chilly rain from morning until night-e-the weather sc thick
that we traveled by compass, This was a traverse from the San
J:aquin to the waters of the Rgige Bz Tule lakes and cur road was
over a very level mge pralrie countrye

"We saw wolves frequently during the day, prowling
about after the young antelope which omnnot wun very feste These
w ere rumerous during the day and two were caught by the peoplegeess

"April SeewAfter a ride of two miles through
brush and open groves we reached a large stream, called the
Rivers of the Lake, resembling in sige the San Joaguin, and
being about 109 yards broade This is the principal tributary pf
the Tule lakes, whlich collect all the waters in the upper part
of the valley, Vhlle we were searching for a ford, some Indiens
appeared on the opposite bank, and, having dilscovers. that |
we were not Spanish soldiers, showed the way to a good ford
several miles abovee

"The Indians of the Sierra make freguent
descents upon the settlements west of the Const rmnge which they
keep constantly swept of horsesj among thém are many who are
called C“ristian Indians, being refugees from Spanish miaslons,
Several of thalo: incurs ions occurred while we were at Halvetia,
Occasionaldy, parties of soldlers follow them aeross the Coast range
but never enter the Slerra, )

more



ad three fremont '

"On the opposite side, we found some 40 or 50
Indians, who had come to meet us from the village belowe We made
them some amell presents and invited them to accompany us
to our encampment, which, after about three miles through
fine omk @ovéa, we mede on the river, We mede a fort,
principally on a.ocoun'l'; of our animeals,

| ®Ihe Indians brought obber skins and other

kinds of fish, and made bread of acorns, to trade, Among them
were severdlk who had come to live among these Indieans when the
missions were hemgks broken up and who spoke Spanish fluently,
They informed us that they were called by the Spaniards
mansitos (tame), in distinetion from the wilder tribeas of the
mountainsj théy, however, think thomselves very insecure, not
knowing at what unfortunate moment the sins of the latter may be
visited upor theme They are darkeskimmed bpt handsome and
intelligent Indians and live principally on acorns and the r00t of
the tule, of which'alao their huts are mades

"zprii OweFor several miles we had very bad
traveling over what is called rotten ground, in which the
horses were frequently up to their kneese Msking toward a
tixbarxiigm line of timber, w; found & small fordable
stream, beyond which the country improved and the grass became
excellenty and crossing a number of dry and timbered moyo_s, we
traveled until late through open oak groves and encamped among
& collection of streams, These were running among im=xkmg rishes
end wlllowsy and, as usual, flocks of blackbirds ammounced their
approach to the water, y

e have here approached considerably nearer to
the eastern .Siorra., whlch shows very plainly, still covered

with masses of snow, which qesterday and today has also appeared
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ad four fremont l

"April 10-=Today we made another Journey of about
40 miles, through a country uninteresting and flat, with very little
grass and a gandy soil, 1n which several branches we cro;sed had
lost their water, In the evening, the face of the country became
hilly; end, turning e few miles up towerd thé mountains, we found
& good encampment oh & pretty stream hidden among the hillsy and
handsomely rtimbered, principally with large cottonwoods,

The seed=~vessels of this troe are now just about burgting,

"Several Indians came down the river to see
us in the evening; we gave them Bupper and cautioned them against
sfealing our horses, which they pramised not to attempt,

. "April ll--a broed trail along tho river here take
ojt among the hilla=-'buen camino! (good road), said one of the
Indians, of whom we had inquired ebout the passj and, following it
acoordingly, it donducted us beautifully through a very broken
country, by an exeellent way which, otherwise, we should have
found extremely bad, Taken separately, tkhe hills prasent
smooth and graceful outlines, but together, make bad traveling
groundeecese

"The country had now assumed a character of aridity
and the luxuriant green of these little streams, woodéd with willow,
oak, or sycamore, looke. very refreshing among tho sandy hills,

"In the evening we encemped un a large creek with -
abundant water, I noticec kere, for the first time since leaving
the Arkensas waters, the mirabilis Jalapa in bloom, :

“April 12==Along our road today the country was
altogether sangly and vegetation meagerses seToward the close of t e
af ternoon, we reached a tolerably large river, which empties into a am
leke at the head of the valleys it is about 35 yards w.‘;.de, with a
stony and gravelly beq, and the m swiftest stream we have crossec
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ed five fremont '

“Thé bottoms produced no grass though well
timbered with willow and cottonwoody and, after m mscending it
for several miles, we made a late enceampment on a little bottom
with seanty grass, In greater part, the vegetation along
our road consisted now of rare and unusual plants, among ikmm which
many were entirely neWgesssceo

"April 13e~The water was low and & few miles above
forded the river at a rapld, and marched in a southwesterly
direttion over a less broken country, The mountains were now
very near, occasionally looming out through a fog, I; a few
hours, we reacheu the bottom of a ereed without water, over which the
sqndy beds werc dispersed in many branches.

'Igmodiataly vhere we struck it, the timber
terminatedj and belowy, to the right, 1t was a broed bed of ary
and bare sandss There were many tracks of Indians and horses
imprinted in the sandm, which, with other indicatlons, informed
us this was the ereak lissulng from the pass and which, on the map,
we have called Pass croek,

"We ascended a trall for a few miles along the
creek and suddenly found a stream of water, five feet wlde, running
with a lively current but losing itself almost Immediatelys
Tpls little stream ahowed plainly the mamner in which the mountaln
waters lose themselves in sand at the castern foot of the
Sierra, leaving only a parched desert and arid plains beyonde The
stream enlarged repidly, and the timber becsme abundant as we ascende

"A new species of pine made its appearance, with
several kinds of oaks, and a varlety of treesy and the country
changing lts appearance became suddenly and éntirely, we fouﬂd
ourselves again traveling along the old orchard-=like places,

more
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"Here we selected a delightful oncampment in
a handsome, green=like hollow, where, amonz the open bolls
of the <trees, was an abundant sward of grass and pea=vinese"

Fremont tells here of obtal ning the sid
of friendly I dians to gulde him on his journeys

"April l4e-Our guide joined us this morning on the
trally and, arriving in a short distance at an opon bottom where the
creek forked, .Ie eontimied up the rightehand branch, which was '
enriched by a profuslion of floweras, and handsomely wooded with
sycamore, oaks, cottonwood and willow, with othez; trees and
gome shrubby plants, In its long strings of bal!s, this sycamore
differos from that of the United States and is the platams
ocaldentalis of Hookere=-a new specles recently described amory the
plants collected in the voyage of the silphur. . San-goktoens

& "the cettomwood varied its foliage with white

tufts, and the feather seeds were flying plentifuily through the
d r, Gooseherries, ncarly ripe, were very abundant on the
mountain; and as we passed the dividing grounds, which were
entering a highly cultivated gardeng and, instead of green,
our pathway and the mountain sides were covered with fislds of
yellow flowers which here was the prevailing £i=wmwsg color,

"oyr journey todey was in the mi@gx midst of an
advanced spring, whose green and floral beauty offerod a delightful
contrast to the valley we had just left,

moras



ad seven fremont f’

PA1l the day snow was in sight on the buttes of th
mountains, which frowned down upon us on the right; but we
bahéld it now with feelings of plecsant security, as we rode
along between greén trees and on flowers, mpk with humingebirds
and other feathered friends of the traveler enlivening the
serene spring alre

"As we reached thesinmit of this beautiful pacss,
end obtained a view. into the eastern country, we saw at once that
here was the plaéa to taks leave of all such pleasant scenes
as ﬁhoaé around use The distant mountains were now bald rocks
again; and below, the land had any color but greeme Taking into
consideration the nature of the Sierra Nevada, we found this pa=s
en excellent one for horses; end with a little labor, or
perhaps with a more perfect examination of the localitles, it might
be made sufficiently practicable for agonse"
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