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. MAP II
TRIBAL DISTRIBUTION AND EUROPEAN SETTLEMENTS IN THE
CENTRAL ATLANTIC AREA, AND PENNSYLVANIA LAND
PURCHASE BY 1700

Sourcea:

Downes, Council Firss, p. 368.

"The Livingston Indien Records," Pennsylvania Histor s XXIII,
No. 1, January 1956. fp. 70, Livingston's Map of
1683. fp. 172, Livingston's Map of 1696/7.

Uhler, Indian Relatlions, pp. 28, 32-36.
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Confllict Between Prcprietary and Provincial Interests, and
the Oreration of the Peace Polley. I0A-ATIB., ,

- As the Pirst twenty years of the Prqvince's history had
been dominated by the spirit of its founder, so the next three
and a half decades were dominated by the Quaker’control of the
Assembly and the struggle between that Assembly, representing
colonial interests, and the Proprietary Government. The latter
was embo@ied in the Governor (the actual title was Lieutenant
Governor, to differentiate the appginted Governor from the
senlor member of the Penn family, who was theoretically the
permanent Governor) and the Executive Council..

~ Responsibility for Indian relations lay In the executive
branch, but the Assembly contro}led approprlations. This occa- -
sioned conflict between the two, especially over the expense of
treatles with the Indlans. As competition with the French
increased, and treaty expenses took on the aspect of defense
costs, the Assembly asked the Eroprietors to help pay for the
increasingly freguent treatles, because the Proprietors some-
tlmes purchesed land at the end of treaty conferences convened
by the Province for public safety, not private profit.

- The expenses arising on these Negotiastions having

encreased much of late Years, and being likely %o

continue, our Duty to the Freemen of this Province

obliges us to repeat the Request made by the Assembly

the last Year to the Governor, to recommend to the

Proprietaries the Justice of their Joining with Us on
these Occasions., The Benefits they reap from the
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Settlement of their back Lends are very greal, and tend
pecullarly tﬁ the Advencement of their private Proper-
ties . ° e 3

As has been pointe@ out, there were very few land purchases
duping this period, and there were meny treaties, but the Assem-
bl&'s argument is somewhat strengthened by the 1arse area
acquired by the Proprietors in those few purchases. The Penns
answered:

that they do not conceive themselves under any obli-
getlon to contribute to Indian or any other pitblick
Expenses, . . . DNotwlthstanding which they tuve
charged themselves with paying to the Interpreter mueh
more than could be due to him on any Treetiz. for Land,
and are at this Time at the Expence of maintaining

his SBon with a Tutor in the Indian country, to learn
thelr Language and Customs for the servier ¢f the
Provinces, as well as of sundry other charg's on Indian
affairs: that they have been at considerablc Expences
for the service of the Province both in Faglend and
here: all of which being considered, and that they
purchiase the Land from the Indians and puy, thtem for

1%, « . . they would have been well pleaned to have
been freed from the necessity of glving a dis. 3yreeable
enswer to any application upon that subject. Y|

The interjection of the long struggle betwoun the Pro-
prietors and the Assembly into treaty expenses complicoted the
problems of the government in its dealings ﬁith Indisns. This
rivalry started soon after William Penn had left Pennsylva+ig,
while he was stlll alive and in good health. (Hls iafluence in

MBMemorandum from Isaac Norris, Speaker of the House, %o
Governor Hamllton, October 19, 1750, C.R.y V, 487,

'thovernor Hamilton's Message to the Assembly, August 16,
1751, C.R., V. 5h6.
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Indlan affairs seems to have lastad longer among the Indians
than among the colqnists,) In 1707 Governor Evans experienced
difficulty in having the expenses of a treaty trip he had made
paid out of the % 50 annua;ly appropriated by the Assembly for
Provinclal Indian expenses.ug In 1709 Govermor QGookin wrote to
the Indians concerning the war against France and the proposed
expedition against Canada, infopming them

That if those of Conestoga, Shawanois, & c., can

engage, end will prepare themselves to Joyn lmmedle

ately in this RExpedition, thelr young mén should all

provide themselves for 1t without delay, & they shall

receive by the Queen's order, sent foi that purpose

a geod reward, every man and Gun, & c., and that

their answer to this by some of their old men, & a

good interpreter is immediately desired. L6
The Indians eagerly accepted, probably attracted by the guns,
but the pacafistic Quaker Assembly had refused to appropriate
any money for the war, putting the government in an awkward
position, and requiring a message to stop the Indians from
coming to Philedelphla fqr the arms and su.lzipl:i.c:eaa.L\l7 The second
message arrived too late, end the chiefs of the Delawares,

Conoy and Conestoges arrived enyway. The Governor put them off

with excuses, and desperately tried to persuade the Assembly %o

L5 . ; e
Coun¢il Minutes for July 30, August 6, 12, 13, and 26
1707, C.R., 1I, 391-95, g o ’

46Gouncil Minutes for June 8, 1709, G.R., II, L61.

b 4Tcouncil Minutes for June 15 and 26, 1709, C.R., II,
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replenish the exhausted & 50 allowance. Finslly he told the
Pennsylvania Indians that they couldn't be subsidized in en
expedition to Canads and sent them home with a "token of our
friendship," thus being all the & 1l remaining in the fund would
zallc::w.'-le

This incident, confusing to the Indians and embarrassing
to the government, was typical of the effect of provineial poli-
tics on Indian affairs. Since the Proprietors did not purchase
much lend sgain until the 1730%'s, this period in the relationship
was not characterized by the land-purchases of William Penn's era.
However, the other essential element of his policy did continue
in effect. This was the "Peace Policy," which the Assembly was
upholding along with its own polltical interests when 1t refused
to pay the Indiens to go to war,

Penn had emphasized the adventages of peace, and received
the full approbation of the Indiens, who long after repeated at
Councils the sage advice of Onas.

We are glad to hear you lpeak after the language of
Onas, and of the principles of peace, he preached or
recomménded; we thought there were no more of the
people, of that principle left in this country; we
are glad to fee you now and hear you Ipesak; . . . we
are very glad to hear you are of the fame lentiments
with Onas; ‘ince he was desd there have from time to
time come new governorsa, one after another, sand

another fort of people, different from the firit
fettlers; and since we left him (Meaning Onas), we are

(:) 5 . hsPhiladelphia Conference, July 25-29, 1709, C.R., II,
469-75,
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very glad at your r»iling up, and holding the white
belt in your hands, as an emblem of peace, to endea=
vour to reconcile the people, that are at war. L9
However, it is significant that the above speech was
made in connection with peace between white men end Indiana,
for this demonstrates a cruclal difference in the two cultures
understending of the "peace" they both praised so highly.
The white men wanted the Indians to be at peace with
all other tribes, certain;y those contained in other provinces,
and to resist provpcation, even 1if some other tribe killed one
of them. (This was the usual Indlan reason for starting ralds.)
"Tho_some of thelr People were Xilled once or agaln, yet
they should not go out but bear it."5o Thie conflicted directly
wlith the Indian concept of freedom which was very important to
them. In a customary society it is essentlal that groups and
even individuals be freec to 'take the law into their own hands,'
because this is the only law there is. Furthermore, the rela-
tive power and prestige of each Indian community was constently
in competition with that of all others. If victory is achleved
by overcoming the enemy's will to fight, then a group which
does not fight upon receipt of an acknowledged affront and

ugSpeech of Scarroyada at Isreal Pembérton's House,
April 23, 1756, Account of Conferences, p. 73.

50Measage from Governor Kelth delivered by Colonel French
at Conestoga, in Council Minutes for July 12, 1720, C.R., III,
93.
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challenge is defeated to begin with. The Indians understood
this, end said that the white men's wishes were "somewhat too
hard upon them, if they must be confined as prisoners et home,
and could not go to meet their enemies that came against
them.“51 Further, 1t was essential to Indlan warfare that each
side attempt to carry the fight to the homeland of the enemy,
for once the enemy was in thelr country, no amount of defensive
fighting could prevent the devastation of thelr homes by sur-
prise raids. Thus even>Penn'sAadvice to them, although permit-
ting defenslive war, could not satisfy the needs of the actual
situation.

William Penn told them he perceived that the Indiens

delighted too much in going to War, but he advised

them to Peace, for if they went abroad to War, and

thereby provoke other Nations to come and destroy

them. '

He would not in thet Case give them Countenance

or any assistance, but if they lived at home in Peace

& minded thelr Hunting he would not only take care of

their Goods & Pamilies to protect them, but would

also furnish them with Powder & Lead to defend them-

selves agalnst those who might come to war upon

them. 52

Nearly a century after Penn first spoke thus the Indians

were still ingisting upon the right to war with each other.

Settlements are still extending further into our
Country. Some of them are made directly on our War

'511ndians Response, in Council Minutes for July 12,
1720, C.R., 1II, 93.

52Speecl’1 of Whiwhinjac, "Gennawese" Chief, st Philadel-
phia Conference, May 20, 1723, C.R., I1I, 217.
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Path, leading to our Enemies'! Country, and we do not
1ike it . . . ‘ ‘ '
We also desire you not to go down this Rive, in
the way of the Warriors, belonging to the foolish
Nations, to the Westward . . . 53
In an abstract way the Indlans were aware of certain
advantages to peace, but what really mattered to them was thelr
relationship with the powerful white government. This was the
significence of the Peace Polley to them; "that the Governour,
the English.& Indians, are el as one People & one Body ¢ 0o
they and we, as William.Penn Said, must be the same Body, half
the one & half the other . ._¢“5u Before Penn came the Indians
had occasionally skirmished with the Dutch and Swedes and they
knew the English to be more powerful yet. Besides they knew
what had heppened in the not-so-peaceful provineces north and
south of them, where Dutch and Virginlens had simply destroyed
the coastal tribes. _
The Indians knew that‘thg Quakers, whom they greatly
admired, were not warlike people, and they appreciated the

immediate steps talten by the Provincilael Government in the few

cases of murder of Indiens by whites which occurred before

53Speeches of Quequedagaytho for the Delawares and
Nymwha for the Shawnees at Fort Pitt Conference, May 1 and 3,
1756’ gc:\_R‘.e > IX’ 523 and 5270

‘Shspeech of Civility at Philadelphia Conference, May 26,
1729, g#B‘.p III_’ 362-63-
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175&-55 Iike the policy of land payment, this was partly but
enlightened self interest on the part of the Quaker Assembly,
es well of the Proprietary Government.

We are of opinion that the due execubtion ol the
Laws now in being, may be very coffectual to prevent
any mischiefs arising either by the ill practices of
our lndian Leaders, or the people's settling upon
the Lands not yet purchased by the Natives. 56

55phe rirst white death recorded ls that of Letore, &
trader, for which the Indiens apologlzed and promised retribuo
tion on June 18, 1711 (C.R., II, 533).

The first Indian k117ed was & Seneca, at Conestoga, shortly
before March 6, 1721 (C.R., III, 146). Two white men, John and
Edmund Gartlidge admitted striking him in self-defense. They
were Imprisoned for trial, and condolence gifts sent to the
Seneca. At Albany, on September 10, 1722, the Iroguois asked
that the Cartlidges be forgiven and released.

_ On September 27, 1727 the Counclil heard of & fight between
some drunken Indlans and a trader, Thomas Wright, who died of
hils wounds. It turned out he dealt largely in rum and had
occasioned the quarrel himself, so the case was dropped (C R.,
111, 285-86).

On May 11, 1728, John and Walter Winters, pleading self
defense, killed an (ndisn man and two women, and wounded two
girls (P.A., Ser. 1, I, 215-22l}). They were hanged for this.

In 1730 the Indians told of the accidental shooting of a
white man while hunting with them, and of a4 serious flight with
other white men following (P.A., Ser. 1, L, 254).

On April 19, 174k, John Ermstrong, a trader, and two
asglstants wereé killed near Paxton (P.A., Ser. 1, I, 643-48 and
C.R., IV, 660). Wieser felt the IndTans were justified by
%;gsggong's greed (letter to Peters, July 14, 1747, C.R., v,

Adam Furney wes shot by a drunken Indian on March 17, 1748,
but a later disgpatch announced he was not dead, end the Indian
was released (C.R., V, 377).

These are the only deaths between the whites and the
Indians before 175l

56Address of the Assembly to Governor Gordon, November 2l,
1731’ C Ro, .LII, }.}21-
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. The Peace Policy was effective, as 1opg as 1t was fol-
lowed, in keeping peace between the two races. It never
achleved the ideal understood by the white man, universal peace,
partly because the Ind;apa knew something of the struggles and
occaaiongl armed raids, which occurred within and among the

colonies.

However, it did do what the Indians understood as its
purpose, end it was with this peace between them and the white
men that the Conoy were expressing satisfaction in the glowing
terms reported by James Logan in 1720.

They are 'glad that they néver hear any thing from
the Govrmt., at Philddeélphia, but good Advice and whet
is for their Adventage; . . . their present Chief was
once at a Council with William Penn before they re-
moved into this province, and that since they came"
into it, they have always lived quiet and in Peace,
which they acknowledge and are thankful for it; That
the Advice that is sent them is always so much for
their good that they cannot but gladly receive it.
When the Sun sets they sleep in Pedce and in Peace
they rise with him, and so continue while he continues
hls course, and think theémselves happy in thelir
Friendship [sic], which they will care to have cone
tinued from Generation to Generation. 57

‘ETCOuncil Minutes for July 12, 1720, Logen reporting on
Conference at Conestoga, C.R., III, 9.
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Much of the history of Indilarn relations in this country
has revolved around trgatiasw The filrst treaty was made in
1618, the last inll_Bé_J?¢ William Penn held meny treaty confer-
ences before 1?01, and they reached & climax during thg French
and Indian War. However, the period from 1738 to 175&, while
having no bigger conferences tnanlsome other periods, islpartia
cularly characterized by treatles. The treaty was a solemn
pledge, and it required a conference batwgen the authorities on
each side. Not all treaties'came from conferences, nor did all
conferences produce treatiea, but for the purposes of this dis-
cussion the terms are‘almost 1nterchangeablea

The treaty conferences came to be quite regular occur-
rences, because they were useful to both slides. Thelr reasons
were different except for the one basic adventage both gained
by a sbate of mutuel toleration. For the Indians the treaty
conferences were important for the following reasons, in order
of time and emphasis: ' _

1) Needed trade goods, food, and clothing were given
eway by the white men, first as gifts, then as pay, and finally
increasing to a subsidy which bécamq é dole.

2) The Indien tribes could assure themselﬁes by reaf-
firming their po}itical status with respect to the powerful

white government.
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3) The Indian groups and individuals could measure and
test thelr relative prestige in these frequent meetings, which
provided an institution for ranking.

) They could claim settlement for any grlavances
arising out of thelr relationship with the whlte man, especlally
as the settling of the grievences might lead to satisfaction in
the preceding iltems, _

5). At a 1ater‘date, when they became aware of their
progressive loss of lands, they attempted to stop the process
by treaties and agreements to set boundaries to white expansion.

6) Also later, at least in western Pennsylvenia, they
tried to establish 2 role for themselves in the power struggle
between Britain and France.

For the government of Pennsylvania the treaty.confer—
énces served.several ends, some of which complemented, some

‘contradiqtedj an@ gome bore no relatiohahip to the various
Indian 1ntere§tsg In order or time or importance the white men
sought these galns: _ _

1) The first purpose, already discussed, was to acquire
land peacefully and cpeapiya .

2) Fur trade, the first substantlial lure to colonial
development, was arranged and sometimes successfully managed by
means of treaties.

3) Peace was kept, as far as“ppssible, among the
various tribes on the frontier whose wars might involve nearby

whites.
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i} ILike the Indians, the white men sought to asettle
grievances.

5) The colonists wanted allles in their competltion
with the French in Canada. _ )

Both the Indians and‘the white men had internal_1ulitim
cal problems which at times rose to domlnate the interestr which
usvally dictated treaty and conference policy.

The Indians were completely dependent by ?he 1720's on
the white man's geods introduced by the fur trade, or thought
they were. For them the traditional gift ceremony of pre-
contact times became a veritable rain from heaven, and the
provineial expenses for Indian affairs rose rapidly. During
the first two decades of the Eighteenth century the assembly
limited expenses (independent of whatever the Proprietors might
pay for lend purchases) to & 50 per year.SB By ;728 a single
treaty conference, lasting ten days at Conestoga, attended by
fifteen sachems and various provineial offlcials, cost over
b 290,59 and at the epitome of expenditures, now partially sup-
ported by the home government, Georéq Croghan distributed & 1,050
worth of goods at Fort Fitt on May U, 1768.60 411 this occurred

58pgsembly Bills considered by the Council, ‘September 20,
October L, November 8, 1705 and January 12, 1706, C.R., II, 212,
213, 22h, 231. _

#9¢.R., III, 310-27.
60¢c.R., IX, 538.
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es Indiag popu@ation declingd and prices of most goods fell
somewhat.él Even the greater number of Indien tribes contacted
during the letter Eighteenth century did not make up for the
pqpulatiqn declipe; The increase 1s attributed to competition:
internal, that is, each conference competed with its predeces-
sors,_as.the Indians} ta§tes and needs grew mdre expensive; and
externgl,_against'France. It cgn‘also be explained by the de-
craasing valve of the fur'trade, @ue to'ovarhunting and
farming,62 and the few land purchased, which dried up those
sources of Indlan livelihood and made them ask fo¢.larger gifts.
Next to sugp;ying the Indian(srma;grial wants, the most
important task ofrfha treaty conferences was %o constantly
reaffirm hls friendly relatlonship with the white man, All
conferences begean ﬁith the formal presentation of strings and
belts o: wampum gsed to symbolize and emphasize clauggs or
phrases., Always, one of these reasserted friendship.
They were now come hither to see William Penn's

Sons, to take them by the hand and renew with them

the League of Friendship made with their Pather.

And to bind their Words, they now presented, in the

name of all the Conestogoe, Gandwese and Shawanese
Indlans, three bundles of skins. 63

®15acobs, Indien Gifts, pp. 61-75.

628peé¢h of "Sesdunan" at Philadelphia Conference,
August 1, 1740, C.R., Ivs ,J-l230

63Speech of Civility at Philadelphia Conference,
O Avugust 1, 1735, C.R., IV, 599.
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The whole Indlan attitude toward the Quaker Peace Policy
shows their abpreeiation qf_rgcognition and acceptance by the
more powqrful white culture; yot they wanted to be recognized
as independent, The struggle within the soul of the Indlan who
was forced to admit that he could not remain independent shows
clearly. When even the proud Iroqugis could not control, to
the satlisfactlon of white stendards, bne of their tributary
tribes, they told the representatives of.Pennsylvamia that they
thought "it ought not to pass unrevenged, bub they would willingly
have our advice on the occaslon, Ol

The Conestoga were reduced to this taclitly dependent
relationship even earlier; although a front of independence was

retained.

" Civility, the Interpreter, told the CGovernour he
had something to say, which was, The Indiens willl
gpprove of all the Govr. had sald except where he told
them that the EBnglish Law made no difference between
the English and the Indians, f{or théy should not like,
upon an Indiant's committing a fault, that he should be
imprisoned as they had seen some Englishmen were.

To which the Governour answered, That they had nis-
epprehended his meaning, which wes, That 1f eny -
Englishmen did injury to an Indien he would suffer the
same punishment as if he had done it to an Englishman,
But 1f an Indian committed Robbery or such like crime
sgeinst the English, he would acquaint thelr chief with
it and from him expect satisfaction. '

Then Civility said, That Whiwhinjac and the rea?b
purposed to proceed to Annapolis, to renew thelr
League of Friendship with the Governour, there as thely]

B '6hSpeeoh of‘Hetaquantagechtg'at Philadelphia Confer-
(;) ence, August 26, 1735, C.R., IIIL, 608.
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hes done here, and they thought ‘proper to acquaint
him thereof.

To which the Govr. answered, Thnt the people of
Maryland & Pensilvenie were very good Friends, and .
he was contented they should go, but thet the Indians
should consider tha# as they were Inhabltants of
Pensilvanla, they were immediately subjecbs of that
Govermt.., & hone other. 65 ;

Nonetholess; the forms of Ilndependence became_impqrtgnt 50 a
people who saw thelr real independence slipping away. Even
when they had only ono couvrge of action, it was important to
speak as if There might be others.
Brother Arraghijogey, You hiave scquainted us,
that the great King, our Father, 1s firmly ref'olved
to defend our country, and “ecover ‘such parts of 1t,
ag the Freneh have eneéroached upon; alfo, to protect
us to utmolt of his power, by erecting forts Tor our
fafety and delence; wo are grateful for this inftance
of' hig goodnefs; but have hot zet,concluded any thing
with regards to the latter, 6
The greatest value of the treafies, after. 'ahining the
great uhain of friendshib' between aha red man and the white,
wag that they prqv;dgd.opportunipies for individqals and tribes
to test tpeir_cémparative prestige,‘ Treaty conferences were
the largest meetings of the year, and the government's bounty
could support more_Indians in one place longer than the native

economy ever could.

65Philadelphia Conference, May 20, 1723, G.R., III,
221, h

' 66$peech‘of the Red Head to Sir William Johnson on
February 24, 1756, Account of Conferences, p. 43.
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?erforce, relative prestige among the Indlans was
closely related to thelr standing with the white powers. The
Iroquois, for instancg, defeated thelr closest rivals for the
fur trade before 1700, This success and the pear monopoly it
assured them brought them English support, which enabled them
to defeat tribes further west and south. These viotories in
turn made them 8till more desirable allies for Great Britaln.

- The Iroquo@s took advantage of thelr reputation when
dealing with whites. They would tell whibe men that tribes
which were still reslsting thelr attacks were already subject,
beceause i1f the whites treated them as 1f they were it would
make tae job of conquest or resubjugation easier for the
Iroquoia._

» ¢« o« The Six Nations . . . were against both English

and French bullding Forts and setling Lands at Ohio,

and desired they might both quit that Country, and

only send a few traders with Goods sufficlent to

supply the wants of their Huntors; they did not 1like

the Virginiens &nd Pennsylvanians making Treaties with

these Indlans, whom théy call Hunters, and young and

glddy Men and Children; [they are] their Pathers, and

if the English wanted anything from these childish

People they must first speak to their Pathers. 67

_ Sometimes the.Iroquoingeamad to be in'direct competi-
tion‘with thg quernmept pf Pennaylvanig, as in the lqng
struggle to stop the ralds on Virginia and Carolina Indians by

Iroquois warriors. Feeling that it couldn't gtop the Iroquois

6TLetter from Petera to Governor Hamilton, June, 1753,
C.R., V, 635,
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themselves, the Ppovinqe at least tried to stop Pannaylvania
Indians from being dragged along on the expeditions.,

« » « Our Indlans have repeatedly engaged to me that

they would go no more out to war, yet as often as

those of the five Natlons come ‘that way, they

Constantly press some of our Indian young men to

.accompany in their Expedition, and when the others -

shew'd a Reluctancy from the obligations they lie

-under %o the contmpary, they haughtily ask them teo

whom they belong, whether to them or to uws? 'To which

-our People being awed by them, dare meke no other

answer than that they belong to them, and thus they

are forced away., 68 '

Comparative standings of groups were reflected in the
order in which they spoke to the government and, the aymbolie
gifts they tendered. White recognitvlon of thelr position was
shown in the value of gifts they rac@ived.69 The seme wes
true of individuals within the tribes. One of the secrets of
Sir Williem Johnson's success was his knowledge of fitting
gifts and his ability-to_remember each poerson and f{latter him
with glfte without affronting others. 70
Grievance settlement was one qf the few purposes both

Indiens and white men haﬁ in mind when hélding e conference.
Usually the complgints were pelly occurrences comnected to one

of the objectlves, such as Indlens asking that the white

'68Report by Logan on Conestoga Conference of June 28(72);

1720, ¢.R., III, 100.

©~ 9Minutes of Philadelphia Conference, July 6, 1742,
G.R.» IV, 586-57.

70Jacobs, Indian Gifts, p. 38.
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settlers in some valley bgyond‘thg line of purchases be removed,
or that some trader be restrained. A multitude of the complaints
concerned rum, which the Indians could not get enough of nor
hold when they had it. Ultimately, since the Provinelal Govern-
ment could not effectively regulate 1t, nor get Indian coopera-
tion 1f it tried, rum p;gyedlg large part in the elimination of
Pennsylvanla's Indlen problem.

After the pressure of white expansion was felt in the
1730's the land sales of the period were made by the Iroquois,
end their subject tribes who occupled the ceded areas could only
grudglngly accept. Howgver, their troubles were finally
pleaded by the Iroquois, who themselves began to worry over
white . encroachment.

_Some of our Company . . . hearing thet numbers were
Settling, & designed to Settle the Lands on the
" Branches of Juniata, made Compleint of you, « . » We
thank you for taking Notice of the Complaint and
taking measures to turn them off; but we are appre-
hensive that no better Effects will follow thess than
former Ones of the same value -« if not weé rmust insist
on it thet as thls 1s on the hunting Ground of our
Cousins the Nantlicokes, & other Indians Living on the
Water of Juniata, you use more vigorous measures &
forcibly remove. We must not be depriv'd of our
hunting Country, & indeed it will be an hurt to You,
for all we klll goes to You, and you have the profit
of all the Skins. We, therefore, repeat olir sarnest
entreaties that they may all be immediately made %o
go away with their Effects, that this Country may be
entlrely Left vacant. 71

So the conferences came to serve an Indian purpose

(_) 718peech of Canassatego at Philadelphia Conference,
August 16_’ 17149, .C_cﬁu; V, L[.OO*Ll.Ol.
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directly opposed to onequ the original.white purposes. Direct
conflict of ideas was avolded because in very few of these
meetings did the Proprietors want to buy land, and because the
Indians were becoming pessimistic and were usually‘glad to sell
and move as it gave them some regpite from the ublquitous
settlers, when opposition was intransigent it appeared as war-
fgré,‘not in treaty qonferanqgs.r To that d@gree, at least, tna
Indians adopted the white view ofltbe purpose of the meetings.
If they gbsolutely.refused to budge, there seemed no purpose in
treating at a conference.

A last reason for Indlian participation in treaty con-
ferences came late in‘this'period, but ?t wes of vital.impor—
tance for the Indians, as they realiggdu Increasingly, from
1690 vntil the final declision of 1760, the history of the area
and of the Indian tribes there was dominated by the rivalry
between France and BEngland. As the Indians realized that they
held a certain balance of power, but could be crushed if the
- two European powers ever cooperated or even if one of them
defeate@ the other, they sought to use their power to keep a
balance. When the French were too aggressive the Indiens
threatened to support the colonies, 7 . _

Thelr Speaker, by directlion of Tyoniuhogarao, sald,

that Onontejo (the Name they gave to the Governours of
Canada) had sent %o speak with their Chiefs, and told
them he should have a Wer with Corlaer (their name for
the Governours of New York), and that he desired them

to sitt still and look on, that the [-y] should see he
was the better Man, & would beat Corlear [sic] & his
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people; . . . To which they 8ald their chiefs had
answered to this purposeé; . . . Corlear is our
Brother, . . . We will not forsake him, nor see any
Man make War with him without assisting: We shall
Joyn him, and 1f we fight with you, we may have our
Father Onontejo to bury in the Ground; we would not
have you force us teo this, but be wise and live in
Peace. 72

In 1753 the Indians asked Tor Fnglish help to keep the
French from occupylng the Ohio Valley.?3. However, 1t is signi-
ficant that they saw it tp inform the Engllsh of the French
pressure and their loyalty. They were no happiler about having
English forts in thelr country thﬁh French,7u When pressed,
they adopted a strict neutrality, at least as long as condi-
tions of peace did not cut off trade.

We thank you for the Notlce you are pleased to
take of those Young Mén, and for your kind inten-
tions towards them . . . It is an hunting country
they live in, and we would have it reserved for this
use only, and desire that no Settlements may be made
there, tho' you may trade there as much as you
please, and so may the French. We love the English and
we love the French, and as you are at FPeace with one
another do not disturb one amother; if you fall out
make up your Matters smong Yourselves. 75

During'the'perioa immediately preceding the French and

72Minutes of Philadelphia Conference, August 28, 1732,
G.R+, III, Lbk.

73George Croghan's Journal, in Reuben Gold Thwaites,
Early Western Travels, 1748-18L6, I, 9.

7ug§;_sugra, féS)‘gndrfééj; o 2 634

-~ T5gpeech of Assaraquoah at Logétéﬁn Conference, June
1753, C-R.s V, 637.
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Indian War, the Colonists hgl@ most treatles to accomplish
other ends than land purchase, alth9ugh this had once been
primary, and was to bgcq@e so agalin., The main purpose now was
to improve the fur trade. To the traders (many of whom, inci-
dentally, profited from the treaty conferences themgelves)_this
usually meant l@be?glizing it with Indiap approval and estab-
lishing a loqgl,”mercantilist;c monopoly, although thgwIndians
agked for fixedrppices”pr even a single trade monqpqu,76 The
Brovincial Government_was quinated by bqainess men, and could
not lgnore this aspect, however it also had to be concerned
with regulation of the trade from a public viewpoint. Thils was
intimate;y involved with keeping the peace and settling dif-
ferences, and its universal beneflt was recognized.

"This House will readily defray the necessary charges
that shall atténdva Treaty with those people,"TT In fact, the
continuance of the trade was not only economically desirable,
it was politlcally necessary to protect "Trade with them and to
furnish them with Wecessarles for thelr hunting & cloathing,
which is the only Bond and Tie of theilr friendship with ug,"78

'76Speech“of'8aasoonan, at Philadelphla Conference,
June 11}3 17155 'QGB.D’ II; 600‘:609-

TTanswer of the House to Govérnor Gordon, August 6,
17313 by A, Ha.lnilton_-} 9_»5-, III, L[D?.

’ 78Governor Gordon's Reaponse, August 6, 1731, C.R.,
111, LhoE,
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Thislbond had to be preserved, not only for peace on the fron-
pier, but so that the Indians could assure the wqpried colonists
about "How you stand with.your Ne;gnbops, the Frencb, who were
formerly your crue} Enemies but are now at Peace with you; How
they behave %o you;"79

Both aldes to_tnese_treatieﬂ hed internal_prpblams, end
occaslonally they spilled over into the decorous session, to the
confusion of the other party. Two relatéd examples will 1illus-
trate.

The Delawarss, disaffected_under Iroguois domination,
had split, some golng west to.Ohio,_othors to the place
appolnted for them at Wyoming. When war broke out these latter,
being in a more restricted position end having felt a serles of
wrongs including the 'Walking Purchase*_apd the embarrassing |
session with Canassatego five years later, were first on the
war path, even before Braddoqk's defeatrmadg the western Dela-
ware dependent on the Fpench. These eastern Delaware were led
by Teedyuscung, a_partially aqculturgted minor sachem. Sinqe
all recpgnized leaders hgd gone west, he assumed control, and
scored several successes. The government of Pennsylvania
accepted him at his word when he claimed he was "King of Ten

Nations," because he offered to negotiate peace, and the

79Speedh of Thomes Penn to Chiefs of the Five Natiomns
et Philadelphia Conference, Auvgust 23, 1732, C.R., III, 437.
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Province dgsperately wanted peace. They did mnot know he was
an upstart, and in the eyes of the Iroquols, a rebel.

At the outbreak of hostilitles, the Quaker Assembly
had reslgned, ending sevenby years of pacifistic control of the
1egislétureg Thoy were stlll the most powerful orgenlzed
-group in - the qélopy, and the'riqhqat; despite the opposition
of the Scotch-Irish frontiersmen which hed overthrown their
pacifism. When the Prpprietaﬁ&-@overnmgnt met Teedyuscung ab
Eastoﬂ‘in 1758 theré camelup,frcﬁ'Philadglphia a separate
‘organization, headed by Isvael. Pénibgrtaz_:, with a fund of money
congiderably iargér'than‘that §f the government. These
Quagers wére wil}ing to spend all ofAét to galn-peace their
way, volunterily, ppt_by pacificatlon. _?hey were also 1qoking
for chances ﬁb embarrass the Proprietors, and Teedyuscung's
sense of wrong at the 'Walking Purchase'! was thelr opening.

There is no polnt in going into detall about that
ccnfused frge-for;allﬁ Intgrasts_and lpyalties crisa-erpssed,
and people were forced to take positions more extreme than they
intended., The gavarnment'hadlnophing.but susplclion for the
colonial party of the Assembly "who seem'd determined to take
advantage of thelr Country's distress to get the whole powers

of Goévermment into their own_hands,“so Conrad Weiser suspected

, 805@@ Statement of william Peters /brother of
Richard/ and J. Duche, 1757, P. A., Ser. 1, III, 274-76.
Also letter from Willilam Poters to iichard Peters, October 23,
1757, B. A., Ser. i, III, 299-30C.
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that the Indiansg' complaints were "put into their mouth some

tinm: beforea"sl

On the other side, the Iroquois finally qvercame.their
irbred respect for the neutrality of conference 1anguagg, and
cut the ground out from under Teedyuscung. "Nichas, the Mohock
shief, stood up and directing his discourse to both Governors
said;: .

"Brothers:
We thought proper to meet you here to hive some private
discourse about“our'Nephew,'Teedyuscung. o

"You all know that he gives out that he is a great
Man, and Chief of Ter Nations--this is his constant
Discourse. Now I, on behalf of the Mohocks, say we do
not know he is such 'a great man. If he is such a great
man, we desire to know who made him so. Yerhaps you
have, and if this be the case, tell us so. It may be
the French have made him so.

we want to enquire and know whence his greatness
arose,"

Tagashata,‘qg behalf of the Senecas, spoke next,

"Brethren, '

I, for my Nations, sday the same that Nichas has done:

I need not repeat it. I do not know who has made

Teedyuscung this great man over Ten Nations, and I

want to know who made him so." 82

And so on down the line, until Teedyuscung's position

was completely demolished. Here was a conference dominated by
the political situation within the province and among the
Indiens., It had very little to do with the relationship be=

tween the two, which was always the nominal purpose of such

" : S
B“Uonference at Zaston, October 15, 1758, C.R., VIII,
190. o ;

aiMamorandum, 1756, B.d., der. 1, I11I, 86,
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treaty conferences.83
Although many of them conflicted, the standing
interests of the whites and Indians were not incompatible, and
there seemed always to be something o draw them to meetings,
often twice a year. The fact that sach thought he gained some-
thing does not mean he was satlsfied wlth the other party.
Quite the opposite, this endless round of conferences, willingly
indulged in by both sides, roused rather then allayed the
feelings of suspiclion and animosity which were released in
175k
"The signing of this agreement is part of an old
story, often repeated in American history. Time and
time again the Indians nullifled thelr agreements in
order to obtain new rewards in goods. Using sugary
terms that indlicated a lack of sincerity, the com=-

missioners induced the natlives to sell thelr huntin§
grounds for what Dinwiddie termed a "falr purchase.

8l

83Wallace, Teedyuscung, pp. 192-207.

, 8,'i.:!'stccarbﬁsg Indian Gifts; pps 123*2&. Here discdussing
the Logstown Treaty of 1752. Dinwiddie was Governor of
Virginia, and influeéntial in the Ohlc Company, which was
purchasing the land. .





