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SCOUTING AWD PATRCLLING.

Q. What is a patrol?
A, A small detacrtment sent ovt frcow a comnand to effect
one or mors ¢f the following missions: :
(2) To gain information of the enemy or of the terrain,
b )To kill, capture, or harrass the enemny
c) To protect the commend.

Qs How are these patrols named?
A, 1a) Reccunoierinzg, (») Raiding and
Comoat and visting patrclis, re
Q. What should be the sirengih of a patr
A, Usually from two tc eight men, but ofcen larger,
depending upon distance it as to go out, mission, eneny,
etcs, It should be strong encugh to accomplish its
purpose and no stronger.

(c) Ccvering,
gpecuivelys
0.

Qe Who should be selected for mecmbers of patrols?.
A, Soldiers who have a special training in scouting and
patrolling, if possible.

Qe Vho inspects the patrol and what points does he specially
note? ~
A, The officer sending out a patrol inspects it to see:
1, If each man and horse (if mountcd) is well and stronge.
2e If each man and horse (if mounted) is properly
' equippeds ;

Se If the eguipment is in good shane, especially the rifle,

pistol and amnunitioiis
do If there are any rattling or glittering objects on
: the men %r korses,
De If any horse is of conspicuouve color, or neighs.
Ge If the pairol lzader and scouts lmow and understand
their orders and instructionse.

Qe What instructicns does the officer sending out the patrol
‘give it?
A. 1. What is known of the enemy
2¢ Mission of the patrol
3¢ What other patrols, if any, are being sent out,
4, The approximate distance and direction it is to go
O :

5. How and where to send messages
6¢ When it is to return
7« Possible movements of hig own troops during its absences

Qe VWhat formation does a patrol take?

A, It depends upon the terrain - in a diamond form,
line (fan shape) or single file., Whatever the
formation, 1t must be elastic, each member in
cortact with the leader or scme other member of
the patrol; permit maxirgym observation to front
the flanrnks, and in case of capture, permit at
least one man to get away,

Qe How does a reconnoitering patrol move?
A. Usually by bounds. A ciosc cbservation of the
ground to the front and flanks precedes each bound, and
the distence between successive bounds is passed over

rapidly. Whenever & ridge line or wooded area is reached

it is first reconnoitered by one or two members of the
patrol, covered by the rest of the patrol, the whole
patrcl not advancing until the feature is found clear
of enenye.

Q. How does a reconnoitering patrol conduct itself when
in the prescnce of the enemy? '
A/ It secks safety in concealment or flight, fighting
only when its mission requires it.

Qe VWhat constitutes the rwost successful reconncissance?
A. Where the natrol accomplishes ite nmission and
returns without being discovered.
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Qe Vhen are messages sent back?
A, When the enemy is Tirst discovered that fact is
repo“"ed promptiy. - Thersalver when the
information sought is found. a message should
be sent back, uniess the patrol is returning.
Qe How are messengers sent?
Al Usuc_Wv tvo with the same message by different
routes

Qe Vhat should & message contain?
A, 1st, the designation of the patrol, 1ts location,
and hour;
ond, what, where and when seen in brief, clear
language.
3rd, what the patrol is going to do next.
4th, signature

5th, a sketch on the back of the message when possible.
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