Reservation-~ettlement

The next great rush for land in the northwest will be into- the
Yakima +ndian reservation . "hen that section is thrown open for
settlement "boomers" will line up on the border just as they did
at the time of the Oklahoma land grab, armd it will be a race with the
head man the most luckye. |

That 1s the opinion of Frank Weatherson, land agent for a party of
homeseekers who sent him cn in advance from eastern Minnesota
and vho will follow when he says the word.

Mr, Wweatherson was on his way into “sotin county to look over the
land situation there. He will go to Dayton and take a team
overland from that city, viewing the prospects along the road.

He spent some time in the Yakima cmntry,.
"There is plenty of good land fenced up inside the Yakime
reservation," Mr. “eather son said, but no cme can get at it at
the present fime. It is just the s;me a3 though it were at the
North pole. Nearly all the other land in the northwest, generally
speaking, has been filed upon by settlers and the little that still
remains is worthless so far as I have thus far been able to see,
I have not yet been into the V/@stiOddhd Washtucna country but presume that
all of the good land there is already taken up. In Asotin county Ih ope t«
find something that is worth homesteading,

"Twere are thousands waiting for a chance to cross the lins into
the Yakima reservation vwand when the time comes,as it will,
there willbe many a boomer grow suddenly rich and many another
who will be sarely dlsappointed. Lhere 1s no better wheat land
in the world than that on the Yakima reser ation and the time is
coming when the world will have its use. Even the Indians know that
and are waiting for the time to come when the settlers will croass
the imaginary .ine into the Beserve,

UIf I am in this country then I shall have my try with the rest



but the farms that are covered up by that reservation are worth

an effort--" Walla Walla Union, March, 1902,
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Recervation
To the honorable genators and representatives of the 54th congress
Your petitioner, tie Yakime Comrercial club, embracing among
its members over one hundred of the leading citizens g?dthe largest
property holders of fhe county, respectfully regpests that
the Yakima Indian Recervation may be thrown open to settlement at the
earlie:st practicable moment for the following reasons viz:
. That the reservation emb ces 887,040 acres and lies nearly
in the center of the Yakima countyX The lahds along %he river are level
plains and rise gently tothe mountains 25 riles distant. About 200,600//
acres of these lower lands having the finest crop soils are now gesert
and covered with sage brush, but can be readily put under
irrigation ditches at moderate cost when 10,000 families could nake
[rosperous homes upon them,
There are about 1,900 Indians on the reserfation who
have all agccepted their allotments of land in severalty of the
government. They have made considerable progress in civilization,
farm about 15,00 sepes of sub-irriga ted lands, are virtually
self supporting and are good neighbors to the whites,
If their surplus lands were p rchased 10,000 Indishrious
white families could speedily re eem the irrigable sage brush lands
now of ro use whatsoever to the Indians and turn them into fruitful
orchards and gardens. There is perhaps no other body of land
of the same dimensions in the United State s which will give pe-manent
rrosperity to an equal number of intelligent agriculturalists and without
working any injury to the Indians.
On the contrary they wll be enabled with the proceeds of the
sale of their surplus lands to build comfortable houses and develope

their own farms , wh le the bunch grass hill tops and forest covered

mour tain sidec will remain the grazing ranges for their flocks and

herds.,



Whatever action may be taken regardless of the entire reservation,
you r petitioners feels assured that the wisdom of congress will prompt
instant legislation to purchase the desert sage brush lands of t e

Indians and offer them for sale in smal tracts.

In this manrer the  overnment would be reimbursed for the nurchass
money, the land would be reclaimed and thousands of industrious
inhabitants beadded to the popilation of this bea tiful valley--
Yakima Herald, Dec. 26, 1895,



Reservation

411 (of the  irrigable land on.the Yakima “ndidn reservdtion
will be allotted to. Indiamns according to'a’ letter from the
general land off, ice td Senator W,L, Joriess This letter has 'béen
inclosed by aeﬁa-tor Jone:s with ons' he has just 'sent to the
Commepelal club of North ¥Yakima aml tshwos mare light

upon  the opening ‘of the r-eservation than yet received.

Ihe letters .also indicate that the'information hes’ ‘come’ from
the pgeneral lami office that persons lm ve been‘exploiting the o
opening for their personal gainiand it isdesired ‘that the letter
from the land o ficemay-be:given wide publicity so that all mwy
know the actual conditions,

Yoo iReplying further/ to:your suggestiens’that the
lands wi hin the Yakims Indisn reservation'be opened to
set ilement and entry at an early‘'date under the registration
plan heretofore used in opening Indian lands,I beg to call ‘your
attention to pldAdOdedénddgd reports recently ma:e to this office
by F.X. Salzman,chairman of ‘the Yakimé appraising

cm;issim who has gained an intimate 'kndwledge of these lands
through examiniations made in classing them, He says id part?

"t There isnothing in this reservation which would justify
bringing t he people here for t he purpose of reglstration. #fter
the al lotments hshall have been made to the Indians there will not
be a qua ter section in the Indian rescrvation open to settlement
on which a peréon can make & living ar that would be suitable
for any purpose but grezing. Dry farming has proven a

dismal fallure on the reservation in the past and
doubtless will continue s0.

"1There will be less than(@QO 1,200 homesteads of 160

acres each in the Yakima reservation,not one ofwhich will be



other thangrazing land. *he smount o 1and which will be open
to entry is approximately 260,000  acres ufrom Which &li the
irrigable landas have already been selected for allottment
None aof the land open to settlement is :erigable.

ﬁ' 'None  of the .lands coered by the govermient reolamatiﬁn
projects will be subject to e ntry as they 'will all be allétted
tothe Indimns and fram Mr. Salzmean's report it would seem
that the other irrigable lands in  the reservation will ‘be
allotted .to Indians,

"Th_e lands open to settlement can only. be enter: d under the
homestead laws which requirs continuous. residence. and
cultlvation and the character o tie land as described by
Mr, Salzman 1s not such as won ld in my' judgment -justidfy' the.
holding of a registration

"It is probable that the reports ofthe clas i fying commission
and the 8&llotting a ents will not be ready for approval
before January 1,.1911; and the lands cannot therefore  be.
opened to entry uhtil next spring when they: willoprobably . - -
be opened in theusual mgnner without registration." Yakima

Republic,July am 1910



To Oven the Beservation
B.P. Douglas, a special agent of the general ¥mnd office

for the examination ef surveys, is now inspecting the surveys of the
Umatilla reservation, and frem there he will come toYakima to ge ever
the work new being dene on this reserfatien. Mr, Douglas has given it as
his oninion that a great portion of the Yak'ma reservation will seon be
declared enen. The sooner this result is attained the greater vleased
the penple will be, In this connection, the Spokane Falls Review
says:

It is gratifving to ebserve that a mqvement is being made all
along the line to secure legislatien from congress lecking to the
o ening of the vast Indian reservations threughout the west, and it is
even more gratifying that eastern peenle are beginning te preceive that
the worst enemy to Indian civiligation and advancement is the
reservation system, It is now realized by those informed on the subject
that the proper way to advance theIndian in the matter of industry
and intelligence is to bring him inte closer relations with white
civilization and that this is impracticable as long as the reservation
Plan is adhered to,

It is said that the leading citizens of Yakima aremaking nlans
for securing the opening of the great reservation in the
valley and that they have met with enceuragement to hepe that the
next congress will gct on the matter, The lands eof the reservation
are of the finest quality and will a ttract many thousands ef settlers
whenever epened te eccupancy. The rem@ilt would doubtless be teo
increase the population of North Yakima to the extent of 10,000
in a week should an order go forth like that epening the Oklahoma
country--The Yakima Herald, North Yakima, Wacshington Territery,
May 2, 1880,



Res ervation,

4 long felt want in the way of good roads is to be filled on the
Yakima Indian re servation. :he depar tmeit of the interiar "as just
approved the application of the county commissioners of Yakima
county to miild five roads, on the reservation and it is pro=-
bable that the wak on these higlways will be begun and
carried out as soon as possible.

The people on the reservation have been after these roads for
a number of years. La t year definlite action was taken and
the ma tter gotten into such shape that f ormal application
could be made by the commissioners. The application was duly
forwarded to the department of the .interior and the formal
approval has just been received. It was sent to the commissioners
from Superintendent S.A.M. Young at Yort Simcoe.

"Under date of October 14, 1909, I submitted tothe department
for appraoval your application for the opening and e stablishment
of certain rmds on the reservation known by you as the A1ex
Mclredy road, the H .M. Gilbert road » theHQ C, Martin
road, the &,T, Stone road and W.F, McNatt road. fhe blue print,
fie ld nots were forwarded with the applicatione

"I am in receipt of a letter from the Indian office,
dated October 27, 1910 +tqthe honarable s ocretary of the. .
interior recommen.ind that the application be authorized, In
submitting the application I called attention to article 3 of
the treaty with tle Yakima Indians 1855 which provided:

"1That if recessary for the puulic convenience roads may be
ran through the saild rese vation and « 1 the other hand the
right of way with free access from the same tothe nearest

public highway is secured tothem, as also the right is cormon

with citizens of the United “tates to travel upon all public
highwayse!"!



"The of fice states in its letter to the secretary that it is
of t he opinion:

"%hatthis pa t of the treaty has no application to the lands
ingquest ion as the latter have been alloteted a nd do
not now comprise a part of the re sefvation.."

"The Upited “tates supreme cairt handed down a decision
under date of December 20, 1909 in the-case of the United
“tates vs Harvey Sutton and R bert 1illler to the effect that the
allotted lands are still a part of t he reservation amd the
fact of t eir beim al lotted amd held in trust for the Indians
for a specified period does not separate the land from being amd
remaining a part of tle reservatione.

"The office holds, however, the& there is authority for the
ovening and establishment of roads in Section 4 of 4ct of larch 3,
1901 (31 St L 1084) which is quoted in the enclosed letter bo
the secretary and the of fice recommends in the same letter that
the application for the rads in que stion be approved and
that you be authorized to open and establish them.

"The HoOn. S ecretary of the T terior asproved the recomiendation
under date of Januvary 12, 1910 and I am inclosing you
herewith a copy of t he apuroved recomendation for your informati on

and guidance.."The Yakira fepublic,0Jan0 ¥ eb, 4, 1910,



1899
"It is all nonsense about talkins of openinz the reservation,
as there 1s not a quarter of a section left from the allotments of
the I~dians sorth a cent unless a couvle of millions were spent to
irrigate the unallotted land,

he Lndians have been s win led in the *enatchapam land steal
and the magnetic needle of the com ass has varled material ly by
""metallic influences until their reservation i1s so muchcircumscribed
that thev will have 1little le ft ,

lhere are two hundred Indians (Wenatchanams ) in "enatchee who have
had no allotments and are left out in the cold. It is no wonder

the +ndians feel that they have been foully wronged »y the white man,
Yokima Herald, Feb, 16,1899.

Sept. 14, 1899--Judse C.H, Hanford of U.S. Circuit Court has decided
that as soocn as lands areallocated to Ipndians and patent d the
Indians may sell such lands as they see fit.

The court helds that the clause inserted in all ratents to Indians
of lands providing that the Indians whall not alienate title for
25 years is ille-al and void., Effect far reaching.

TN Plerce cowmty it will permit purchase of Puya up reservation.

lands adjoini n the clty of ‘acoma, Purchasers have long desired
to nurchase such lands, but scared off, (referred to @0d0d hameste=ded

land only)



Wenatchee

Ird ians

Agent T.L. Erwin of the reservation and Swcial Agent TLame
foom the cooperative committee in tre final settlement of the
Wenatchee bridge mat ter,
The Indians have no furtrer use for the bridge. Ihe arents
left this ecity on Saturday for the Hamn fishery on Lake
Wenatchee to negotiate for the nurchase of the structure on behalf
o the government. The council will be called at Fort Simcoe on

the 19th inst--Yakima Herald, December 14, 1803,



“eservation

In order that Indiamns who do not deserve allotments may
not be provided the Irdians m t® rescrvation have named
members of & committee to examine all applicants,

The following membe rs of the c aumittee were chosen by a
council held at the fort on July 5: Watson Homer, Char ley
“esley, See-luse-kun, Louie Simpson, See-lister, Yellup,
John Shela-kish, Alex Tan-we-ash-nute, John Lumber,

Dan Popta-wit, ‘ahkeal, Yecumsch and Rev, Yeorge Waters,

“his committee will examine all the Inpdian appdicants
for allotments on the reservation. The wark will
begin as soon as the alloting agent makes the necess&ry prepars
ations which are now under way.

The repart of the big council which has Just beenr eceived fram
the fart is to the effect that the Indian dept. at "ash.
dece 8 granted to this commiteee full power. It is said
thatthe committee has the right to revent any applicant from
receiving a allotment or take away any allottment no matter
whet givem if 1t can be proven that the applicant or allotee
does notbelong to the Yakima tribe,

Rev, "aters will t» chairman of the ¢ anmittee, Thechoice
of a secretary broght about a hot contest. Pete Mc“uff s &
half breed was finally named-Yakima “epublic, July 15, 1910,



Yakima Indians

Inthe Holiday f[:"armer we gave something of & history of ':t
Sicoe. Pelow we give a few facts gbout t he inhabitants aof the
reservatione

‘he area comprised in thereseve is 1,400 secctions, 896,000 gcres
exterding from the Yakima fiver amd along the Sptanum to the
Summit of the Cascade mounta ins, (ne fourth of this larmd
is rated as first clas s for agriculture the remainder being
excellent grazing ranges ad fasst s,

This is inhabit&ed by sbout 3,000 irdians when they ar e all home.
Though about half areat pres ent absent. Theyaremade up of two tribes,
the “ascos and Yakimas who speak entirely different dialects.
ihe Vascos number 500 persons . the Yakimas vidided into Klickitats
Topnish and Simcoes count 2,500 heads. Until recently there were
several hundr & Pah Utes onthis reserve but they have
gonoe. Paddygs band of 65 being at Duck “iver in Nevada, Legging's
band of 300 at Pyramid Lake, Nevada and Oite's band of 50 at
Warm Syrings .

Two years ago ien. Milroy regar ing the tribal government as
barbarous desposed thechidfs and had the red men elect justices &
of the pamce of whihh ther are five in the several
precincvits. :hey hold office two years. He then appointed thre:« Inda
Indian judges. #t the last d ection in November the judres were
dected. jhe jurisdiction of tis justices corresponds to
that of similar of ficers of t he vhites. The judges hold court at
the fort in case of dissatisfaction with the ruling of the
j1stices appeal sare mae to the court of appP@ad judges or in the
1g 8t resort to Gen. Milroy, theagent. :‘he judges cow t holds
two seséiions a yo arm After Y n. Milroy had establishedthis

sjstem he re coived from the department acircular authorizing



2
the appointment o juld;es but the order did not give the court
jurisdiction over the collection of deb s or damages while urder
Gen, Milroy s method they do have this power.

The L’Iap’cain of police, Tom Simpson, & full bl. d Indian
performs dutie similar to a sheriff, Hg has under Hm
eleven policemen vhose authority corr sponds to ths of
constables. * ey serve warrants, subpoenas, verbal.ay as they
cannot write and read,

Thf® ‘here are three white commissionsrs who official duties ar e
the same as those among &he county commissioners of the whites,
lhey lay of f raad districts and a sess annual tax of ¥1 per
head far the parpose of working the rosi, If the work is not done
@ thke %1 paid prior to January 1lst by each able bodied male Indian
b tween theage of 20 and 50 years an additioml tax of twenty five
cents is levied.

"“he read tax fi®s imposed by justices etec. are paid
into the treasurer,

The school Up toa late date there were 160 children in
the school, now there e mwnly sbout 000, The depletion in numbers
is attriouted to a special agent who informed the parents that
they w re not compelled to coply with the territmial statute
making 1t obligatory that every child of school age attend
sbhool a pay a fine and in adciton to thefilling off from this cause
dome 35 pupil went with the Utes far the south.

there are fowr te chers, the branches taught ae spelling,
reading, wriging, geography, arithmetic as dar as vulgar
Tractions amd tl® common school history of the Upited ®tates.

In the industrial depar tments a teacher for Boys drills them
at farming and ga dening, cutting wood and enough grain gnd

vegetables are raised by them to suppoy the tables of the school,



A woman practices thegirls in cutting amdimeking tle ir own
clothes . A white cook insructs them in thecu linary a t

and 8 rves the #00 food. An Indian husbandman s hows theam how
Yo wash ardiron. # white carpenter, white wagon maker

and blacksmith impart inf wmtin in the ir lines while an Indian
hgrness maker and Indianshoe maker put the young fellows

up to snuff in t heir trades.

Scatter d alongthe various sbreams are vall many Indian
families who have houses and besides tilling the soil raise‘
harses sheep , h@ s, poultryetc.Considerable fefarms have been
haugura ted by ien. Milroy during the past two yearsw--‘he

Washingtam farmer, January 27, 1885.



Indian reservation

“Bent J. Lynch was in from the Fort Simcoe last week amd s tates that
the final papers for the allotment of reservation dands in severalty to
the Indians have arrived ard he apprehends much trouble in CONns6equencs .

The alloting agent favorably considercd the claims of over 2,30000
2,500 Indians , some of whom gave tneir tribal names and others thosse by
which theywre known to whites. ‘his is one of t he difficulties but
the principal one is that there are at present ot over 1,700
Indians on the reservation, the decimation being due mainly
to deathe

Mre Lynch estimates that during the past year between 300
and 400 Indians h ave died on the reservation and the law is that in
case of death the land shall go tothe heirs, In a number of instances
entire families have been swept away and there are no known heirs
but such a multilicity of claimants that the entire tribe of the
reservation are clamorous for a division. :he alloted larmds canwiot be sold
for a period of twenty-five years and this adds one more difficulty

under such circumstances--Yakima Republic, &pril 14, 1899,



Indians

Reservation

Charles Lombard, clerk of the Yakima Indian agency, arrived
in the. city on Saturday last, on a weekts leave of absence, to get
rested up from his labors.

Mr. Lorbard said that the I,dians had ken shown a plat of
the new boundaries of the reservation and that they were very much
dissatisfied.

A large territory on the Mt Adams side which had always been
claimed as reservation land was by the surveys declared outside of the
boundary and the Ipdians held a pow=wow over the decision and
concluded to send a delegation of three or four of their
number to Washington $o see the Great Father and ask him to protect
them in their rights--Yakima Herald, Janvary 14, 1892,



feservation --range,

Apportionment has been made by Don M. Carr, superintendent
of the Yakima {ndian res rvation of the winter and spring range
the demand for range being large, greater than could be provided for.
Under the agreement entered i.to'all the old permit holders
are again tuken care of where they asked for grazing rights,
The reservation carries same 12,000 head of Indian sheep and
in addition the permits grant the use of range to aporoximately
20,000 head o sheep owned by white stockmen,
In outside sheep the reser ation ca ies‘on the summer range
approximately 45,000 héad ofO8d 04k Ddid @@Pddd and appliation
for the use of this sumier range are r®® tobe received by the
agency untll November 11,
The Yakima Herald, October 9, 1912,



Indians

Recervation

Franklin P, Olney , one of Simcoe's Siwashes, has been devoting
himself to alfalfa this year and has so far made four cuttings.
Now he is thinking of trving hops,

Eneas,another legding Indian, has the largest crop and best
varieties of apnles, plums and peaches of anvone on the reservation,
He says he is weary of paying exhorbitant vrices to merchants for
dried fruit and in éonsequence has dried about 400 pounds and has
plenty ~of "ru't yet to dry. Eneas is a great hustler,

Bears are returning to the mountain and getting scarce on
Topvenish creek and other points on the reservation.

Although a million feet of saw logs are new at the mill , Wilbur
Dpencer states that the mill will not stz2rt up until the first of
next Apriil,

Toppenish creek is reported well stocked with fish and on May 15
and September 23 (the period between) F.P, Olney's record is
654 trout ranging fomm 6 to 18 inches in length., Mr, Olney is auite
a sport, He wants someone to furnish him with a Winchester repeating
shotgun so that in a fair field he need whow no favor to the chickens,
pheasants, grouse, ducks, coons and foxtail gray squirrels which

abount--Yakima Herald, October 7, 1891,



Jﬁeseam.fation roads
camping

Many changes arein proqzress on ths Yakima reservation
according to informati on givenout by ®.A.M, Young, superintendent
erd his last visit to this city am one of t he innovations which
will prove of interest to many North Yakima people, now that the
fon summer sewson 1s apuroaching, is the decision to charge
8 fee of wl per head farevery member of parties camping on
the reservation, such fee to hold for 30 days.

‘he regson for this is to give the reservation police better
control of t'he situation t han has bcen the case heretofore and
permit of some tracing of responsibility for fires which
unques tionably in the past have resulted f rom the neglect of camp-
ing parties,
A commodious cottage for employs has been built at the forte This
building gives quarters fo r the school mess and for seven
employes,

4 strong autombile, as a result of road work which the
agency is doing will soon be able to make the run as far as

Signal “utte which is southeast of Mount “dams and about 55
miles from North Yakima. the trip has alr eady been made by autom-
obile to which fowr miles of Signal Putte, but it takes a mach-
ine of Bavy harse power to do the trick,

One of t I8 results of the ggency roadwork, however, will be
roads passable for auto cars from Toupenish to the Fort,
from Yapato to the Fort amfran lorth Yakima to the Fort. Hoads
are also beirg cons trudted to Soda “prings anmd to Vessey Pprings
ad it will be possible to make the trund trip from liorth
Yak ma& to Soda Springs from tk Springs to the "ort and from the
Fort to Nsrth Yakima . This route heever will not Le open to
automobi les under present cormdifion unless some venturesome

chauffeur proves them to be passable.



Extension 18 now be irgmade o the telephone lines into the
forests so tha when all are camnpleted the ~Hgency will have as
it s service saune 50 miles of telepnone lines and four forest
cabins « L hes e telephone I1ines will be o especial benefit in the
case of forest fire—<1he Yakima Herald, lay 24, 1911,





