Piutes. Wayof living. Winter.
Kgparts. “attle loss 687

Hone R.E. Trubridge, Comilss oner of Indian Affairs,

ieshington D.C. January 7, 1881 |

Sir: I have the honor to repart operations at this a;ency for the
manth of Yecember, 1880 as follows:

O,r winter commenced sanewhat earlier than sual, snow falling
towards the last of Hovember and r emaining on the ground ti1ll the presant
time wi th no prospect of more favorabls weather.

This has rendered the employment of quite & number of men necsssary
for gathering up the bamds of c attle fram their grazing grounds in
variousparts of the res vation and feeding them when gathered,

This service has been paid entirely fram snnunity fundse I fear the
8 verlty of the winter wil. cause the Indians to lose many of their
cattle and horses and notwithstanding that the Department has a large
supply of hay,yet manys688
of our cattle have provably escaped obsorvation in the busheu along
the creek bottoms and are loste.

Early in the fall I infarmec the I, dians that if they would cut and
haul to the mill the logs I would sse that the same were man.factured
hto lumber and houses and barns erected or such as desired. I:
consequenee of this promise several parties have been e quipped and

we now have men at woark getting logs to the mill on their own &ccounte

The school is remarkably prospsrous. Several causes conbined to give
the Indians a better apmreciation of thegdvantages of th80 sducation
and thé re ult ha  been that ow recddrafdédicaccomuoda tions have

b en taxed to the utmost and e ven & hen we havq be en ungble to take all
the children tlmt were offersd. The boaiding house and school rooms
are only calculated for 60 chiidreniut this winter we have had as

muny gs 90 at one time while the average ha: been over 80 for weeks.

Of course this reaults in much inconvenience to tea hers and matron

and thantmnsh cara 9 macaninad $n rmaonoa ARAQ #Hha lhealdh amd ~adloceN 2o ee
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HOI' 86083, Claims °

Scunmit ORand N
Yakima, January 23, 1881

Agent of OregonR and Nav, Co,
The Dalles, Ore.
Sirs
I & communication fram Col. "m. J. Pjllock, inspector of Indiang
aifairs, I am informed that the Or. failway and Nav. Co. have expressed
a readiness to settle for the horses killed on their 1line belonging
to Charley Scummit a Yakima Indian, an a basis of $15 each for the
horses and %25 far the mule, or $70 in all, Upon consultation with
the Indians here, I find that though the fact of two of the harses
being broken to harness somewhat increases their value, yet on the
whole the above amount will be satisfactory and I am prepared to
gccept it as a full compensation.
Very re, etw
(Fairchild)
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Custams. Medicine mene

Deathse Crime

Yak ‘ma Feb. 10, 1881
Hon R.E. Trowbridge, Commissioner of Indien #ffairs, "ashington D.C.
sirs

I regret to report an unfortuna te occurance which illustrate the
p ower of superstition over Indians who have maile considerable prog-
ress towards civilization. *he dsughter of one of our Yakima Indians
recently died of consumption. Her father was fully persuaded that her
death wa well as the deaths of several other children he had lost

was occasioned by the incantations of an Indian doctor or medicine
man named Geo Buls and ddtermined on revenge,

Fyrst however he desired the assent of the head chief, Joe Stwire, and
dispatched p 704
a messenger to procure his consent. Whe ther the messengerfailed %o
understand Stwire's answer, or whether the chief apyroved the
mrder does not very clearly appear, but the messenger returned wi th
an answer that Chillums (the father of the dead girl ) construed to mean
consent and another Indian was employed to comnit the deed.

Lntrance into the medicine man's house was effected and he was
killed with an axe, quite a numbér of Indians being fully cognizant and
entirely approving of the gct. #s soon as I was informed of the
circumstances I caused the arrest of all those most actively engaged

and called a council of all Indians to determine what disposition
should be made of the murderers. 4 ¢ council met on the 8th inst and af ter
careful c6A® deliberation decided to try the case af ter their own
p 705 vustoms and punish these guilty in it according to their own
laws,

Several favorcd the surrender of the cririlnals %o the civil authorities
to be tried by the United States ILaws but the great majority favored
the trial by themselves. I respectfully ask if the above disposition of

the case was in accondance with Ihe lw. Veryrece (Wilbur by Fairchild
acting agente)



Piutes. . Valhsur 714
Yak:ima Feb. 26, 1881
W.V. Rhinehart, esq. (could be Rhinehardt)
Farmer 'in charge of Malheur agency, Ore
Sire
Your favor of ths 4th inst. enclosing schedule of publie proper ty
at ‘alheur agency and requesting information etc as to steps to be
taken for the transfér of said property to this s ency is received.
Agent Pilbur isin “ashing:on and will probaoly not return before
Barch 15th. still I have no doubt but he will B here in ample time
to make gll necessary arrangenents for the g renafer. Opr instructions
direct theemvloyment of Ipﬁians as far as procticmble and I judge it
tobe the intention of theggent to start out with & nuwmber of teams
from this agency, as early in the season 8 thé nmountains can be
Crousathe
Very et c.e

Fairchlilide
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uéni:hly Rapart
Winter losa

Yakima, Fabe 28, 1881

Hon ReE. Frowvtridge

Camisaionor of iIndlan Affaire

Vashing.ony,D«C,
8irs
& have the honor to submit the following repart fran this agency for

the month of Febmary.ds stated in oy repxrt for January the winter

heis boen me of unusuBlly severe claraciere

The loss of stodk tlroughwut the vhole country has Leen enormous

and the g gency hee by no means escapeds Both the Indlans end Department
will suffer comsiderably, though not s much as I at ore time feared.
Yo ware well provided for any ordinary winter but the pro-ent !aes been

e coptional. 4bat the 16th inst the snov comienced melting and at

this date is meerly gone that no further losd of stock is anticipeted.
- Ig 4s inpessible p 717

to guess at ovonapproxiimtely the 1888 of of either the Indians

or Depa -tment. llany I dlans tmd mearly enaigh forage put up to last
thraugh the winter and all had more or leas.As their own feod

became e xhausted, they wre dirvected to drive thelir stock to the

Dapte hay yards and this stock fed wig: that belonging to the
Govormment. The shops &s usual bave been employed in repairing

agricul fwral implemants in readimsss for spring work, and manufacturin g
in the carpenter shop, ecimirs, windows,Goors, sleds etc ami In the
harness shop, herness, bdbridles, halters and the blacksmith shop

has been kept busy repairings

The school las maintained ite mmbers arnd intere t. The chidren

are making rapid progress in the wardinary branches of English

study while out of achool heurs they are taught useful branches of
labore



4 mmbo- of the larger boys are wrking in the various shope
as apprenticeaani the girls are being taught needls work housekeeping,

cooking in the boarding sEhmnl p. 718
horsee

Rogudar woekly ratians of flowr, beef and potatoes have been iBawed
to the Piutes and 8 number of the poorer “alk rms,

This number rmust now be largely increased. ‘he extraordinery
severity «f U winter has mrevented the usual hunting amd those of
the Yakimne vho had suffOndért food provided to supply themselves
ti1l spring, have bean compelled %o divide wth others who defended
in a large degree upon hunting and with others vho have sun lies
of saluon at the Pisheries which they hed intended to bring to the
agency Quring the winter so thet nuw nearly the whole population
are daestitute o« subsisbence.

The Yakimas claim that they are certainly as much entitied to
Subsistence now thd they are d estitute as the Piutes, wo, far two
years have been subsisted at their expense, and it is difficult
to find eny answer to the claim other than affirmative,

Uory respectfully
Your Obedient; Servant
(no sigmature)
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Uilbw in Yashe

. . Mrso Wilbur, Varn Sppings
“akina, Fte Simcos, “ebe 28,1861 Malheur Agenecy

AR. 8pith, Bage
Special ke Indian 4 gent,
Halhowr 4gency

Sirs Your fovar of the 18th inste came to hand por this maile
I regret to say that Father W lbur is still in Vashington but will
probably retwrn at an early daye If permitbedto express an opinion,
I should say that yor proposition was &n e xcollent ono,trgd I doubt ndd
will rpet the hearty apasowl of the grente

lls ta 8 beendotained by the severe illness oflirs. Wilbur, ut
the last letter frau him Informs me that she is rapidlyrecoveringe
I wuld forward your letter to him but presume he will be an his
return before it could reaech hime I &m sure he would p

720
be very glad to meet you heree
Vory Roapectfully, your obdt. Servant
JeHs Fairehild
Cleyk in chargoe



#1len--Horses 736

Yakima, Mar. 16, 1881 Tresspassing
Lo Mr. #1len
UpperSatass
Sir-Many complaints are made to me re garding your presence on
the reservation with a large bami of horses and of yowr dealing
with the Indianse

I do not wish to have any controversy with anyone but I have a
duty to perform which I would, if I could, disregard. You must be
aware that you are an the Reservation in direct violation of the
laws of the Unlted “tates,that you have been once required to leave,
which notice you disregarded. I do not wish to make trouble for any
one, or gain the 111 will of any person and just so far as my duty
as re presentative of 4gent Wilbur will allow, I desire to accomnoda te
all per sons. For these reasons I passed over the disregard of my
previous p. 737 notice and should not ha ve objected at this time
had not several Indians complained that their horses having been
lost were found in your band, branded with your brand, you claiming
0 have bought theme.

I desire therefore that you remove your band of horses from the
reservation immedias tely which you are hereby dire cted to do.

Very respectfully
James H,., Wilbur
U.8. Indian® gent, by

J.H. Fairchild, acting agente.



Piutes Warm Springs 754
Yokima (F:rt Simecoe) March 28
Piute Louis
Warm Springs
Dear gir:

Your father wants me to write you to say that you »
brother is very sick and they want you to came and see him,
imiediatsly. Father Wilbur has returned snd wants me to
say to you thet the president told him that all the Plutes at
Yiarm Springs were to coms to Ft. Simcoe and he wants you to come
and he will try amd get you appointed intez"pretar, and he has no
dowbt the appointment will be mads. :

He smim saw Hatches and “innemucca and some of your peo,le. The
Malheur Reservation a&s you proba ly know will be sold and the goods
now there will be brought to Yakima Reservatione.

Yow s Truly
J.H. Fairchild; clerk.



Sgeam Mill 756

: Syrveyor
Yakima, March 28, 1881

Hon Thomas M. Michal
Commissioner of Indian #ffairs, “msh, D.C.

B;r: I respectfully ask authority to employ an engineer am
sawyer to manufacture lumber in our steam mill. Vuring the past
winter the Indians have displayed a remarkable activity in cut ting
and hauling logs to the mill, with the expectation of building quite
extensively dquring the summer., The amount of logs at the mill will
necessitate the employment of a aswyer and engineer for several
montha,

The compensation to be atthe rate of ¥1,000 per annum each.

Very “espectfully

Yourr obedient etce

James H. Wi lbur

U.S. Indian a gent,.



School 756
Building
Ygkima, March 28, 1881
Hon Those M. Michal
Commissiomer of Indian #ffairs, "ashington D.C.

Sir, I‘ submitting the enclosed estimate of funds required at
t his agency for t he 1st and 24 quarters, 1881, I respectfully
ask gt tention to the absolute nece:sity for an appropriation to build
a school house and boarding house at this agencye.

The Indians here are beginning to realize &he importance of educatione
During the past winter, with accommodations atthe utmost for 60, we .
have had from 28 90 to 100 while many parents whose children could
ot possibly be accommodated, have been clamobing for the privilege of
sending them. *e cankeep our board ing school up to the full average of
120 p 757
©@Ph scholars without difficulty and the rapid progress mmde during
the past winter gives most encaiwraging promise for the future.

By furnishihg lumber from t he steam mill and using thea gency employees
as far as possible, I am satisfied buildings of the necessarysize
can be erected amd furnished for ¥2,500 and I have therefore only
asked for this amount.
It is a misfortune not only to the Indians but to the whites ,

to turn away an Indian child, asking for an education and I
earnestly arge yn the depar tment the necessity and importaice of
allotting at least the amount asked for, for the purposes named at this
agency

_VeI'y resp ctfully

your obedient servant

James H. Wilbur

U.S. Indianfgent.
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Walheur Fraenche

Dalles
Yakima (F rt Simcoe) March 29, 1881
lMessrs Freoench & Ct’o.
The Dalles, Ope. Gentelmen
I e::pect to semdl & mumber of teams to Malheur Indian f#gency as soon
as the state of the roads will admit to bring the I.D. foods
that are there to this agency.As the transpor tation funds are _
lim ted, it as roccurred to me that it might be adviseable toc haul
1ifht loads of freight to UYsnyon ¢ity or other points on my road
mrokided there was plenty of freight of fering. Please infam me If thawe
is likely to be a chang® to load my teams at reasonably falr rates.
Be ghall probauly start the la ter part of May or first of June.
Yery Truly yours
(no signature)
U.S. Indian egente



Ahtanum- York- Lynch 762
Seed "heat

Lakima(FteSimcoe) March 27th, 1881
Mr. Lynch
Ahtanums Sir:

Mr, York of Yakima C,ty informs me that you have seed
wheat which you proposed to sell at the rate of ‘1"1‘00 per bushel
delivered at your place,

I am in need of 50bushels and will rhake that amount af ¥100

per bushel. I am not in funds just now, but will personally
guarantee that payment shall be made within six weeks,

Very fespectfulliy

James H.W ilbur

U.S. Ipdian “gent.
Plegase let me know by the bearer if you can 1ldt me have the wheat
on the terms named above and I wills end over for the wheat,

Jemes H. W lbur

U.S. I,dian Agent



Cattle 763

Yakima (Fgrt Simcoe) March30th
Hon Thos. M. Michal
Commissi oner of Indian Affairs, Washington D.C.
Sirs I am informed by the I;dians tha t Inspector Pollack on his
visit to this agency last winter promised to return in the spring
and distribute our herd of cattle among them.

fgainst any such action I respectfully protest. Its effect on
the could (copy) on.y be bad while it would deprive the government of
a resource that lm s proved of immense value in the past. I reapecte
fully ask the Department to take into consideration the fact that
wi thin the past two years our herd has furnished nearly 600 head
of beef cwttle worth at least ¥12,000 which has supplied subsistence
to the Piute prisoners located here without expense to the Dept.
besides some hundreds of head issued p 764
to meritorious I, dians and the natural increase has maome than kept
the number of cattle atits orlginal proportion.

TO make the distribution to the Indians as suggested by
Inspector Pollock would compel the government to furnish a yearly
fund for the purchase of beef for the Piutes and school, and be
a real injury to the Iydians,

411 expetience shows that what is gained without effort is

parely prized ah its value , and the Indian is no exception to the
average human na ture. While, 1f the proposed distr bution should

take place, there might be a few of the I,dians who would appeeciate
and care for the cattle they received, by far the greater number
would look upon it as a windfall tobe enjoyed as quickly as possible
and no twithstanding all the efforts of the ggent would drive their
stock off the reservation, sell them and soon dlsaipate the proceeds,
It s been my practice to issuws cattle to Indians who I saw were
industrious and economical aml use the prospect of such an issue

aa an incentive to good conduct and industrye.



I hgve carefully guarded te herd till it has reached such
mwoportions, that the natural increase renders it possible to supply
beef to the Piutes and School and to 1ssuse esch year saveral hundred
nead to deserving XmiXxm young Indians without diminishing the herde.
Yo deprive the agent of such a means for the encoumagement of good
conduct would seriously cripple his resources and greatly impair his
power to asslst and encourage merit and industry. I respectfully ask
that such instructions be immadiétely given as shall prevent any such
distribution and set the minds of the Irdians at rest on the subject,.

Very fespec tffully -
Your Obedient Servant
Jame sH. Wilbur

U.S. Ipdian Agent,
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Powell..Cattle
Yakima I dian (copy)

Fort Simcoe March 30, 1881
Hon Yavid Powell, Dear Sir:
I arrived here on Saturday last. ¥ind the weather

very fine, grass quite good. Hay at the ranch both on the hills
do ing well., TRmEaxtRak Those that have lived will all get through
alright now. “hen you chose to come up and look foryour live
cattle the way is open. I think it would be better for you todelay
about two wr eks as the Depar tment Cattle could at that time be
gathered and counted and you could work in with us in the gathering.

Lhe grass of t he agency has never looked better. Hope the
gathering wkXIXSXem and counting wi 1l show the loss that has been
repar ted (copy) written in margin.

Yours Very truly

Jame sH. Wylbur ttce



Plutes.Vancouweyr 767

Gene Wpeaton:
Yakima March 30 (copy) 1881

Hon Th mas licMichol (or al)
Yomdssiwer of Indim 4ffairs, "ash  DeC,

Sirs I imwe the ho ur to acknowledge receipt of com unication
from your office dated March 10th, marlmd in up.er left ergin
“IV enclosing cogyof ielegrems fran Yan, Yheaton, UlS. Ae in
refgronce $o the digposition of Piute prisoners now at Vancouver.

in reply Ihave the honor to say that I em in possession of noy
mfcmamoh via tever cancerning said jpisonerse I have no personal
preference in the matier but as I understood when Il liashing ton
thet all the Piutes 10w &t Yarm Springs would be transferred to
th is agoney, wull suggest it might ve mll. to bring those at
Vancouver #lso.

Jdames !, Wilbur etce



Monthly #epart 768
Yakime, fril 1st (1861) llard winter,8tock loas
Hon ZhosSe e Michol
Com lssioner of indimn 4ffairs, Pash.DeCs
84ps I have the hoae to subnit the fol owng report of
eperations at this agency forp the nonth of lHarche
On my return fram Tashington I found, in nany respects, a material
change in the condifl on of affairs and that by no means for the bettere
One cause for this was the unprecedented hard winter, more severs
than any before knom for thirtyefour years, to my persoml lmowlsdgees
For reer 1y 95 days the anow remaindd on the ground, arying

in depth fram me to thrce feet, & large portion of the time with a
heavy erust that rendered travel for the animals impossible oxcapt in
woll broken roads.

Under these eircumstances the losa of 769
atock could ot be otherwise than heavy and in fact fully fo r £ifths
of the horse: belonging to the I, dians &e supposed to bave been
laét:, “attlc farod sauowha§ betiey, though the Indians have probauly
lost G0 por ceat of theso belonging to them »

¥ bad rmde unusual preparations for a hard winter and had a
supply «f hay much llavger than ordinary, so tiet the Goyemmnt
will lose & much lsas per ocentages of ecattle than any atock owner in
tle country. “hat the losa will sctumlly amount to it is as yet
impossibls tos ay, btut 1t is my intention as soon a&s yracticaly to
gather u p and count tho hewxl. I shall then be able to raport the rew
@i se anount of loss,

dhe other circumstance %o which I alluded , a.s causing a changed
condition of arf’airs £rum vhat existed wher 1s tarted for “ashingto:
wa: the unfor taie © imprension left on the minds of the Indians
by nop chor Vime Je Pollock vhile investigating the Agancy during
my gteencs in Yashington, “hether intended by hin, I do not take
upon rnyseli o Mye Pe 770 but I £ind the I8 ians expecting &



of the intpsctar in tho spring to meke a gomeral distribution of
the govermmeant hard emmng them which they declare he positively
promiacd. .

Apnothor noat unfortumbe impressicn mede oan them was,
that the inspectar 4isapproved of the mamer in which the ennuity goods
havo heretofore neen distributed as conpensationfor labar ectuslly
por‘crmed am dwing all the past years while they hadeen perfarming
service under the dlrection of thoa gont, the Demrt.ment.intendea am
supposed that the goods were being gratiotously glven to ke
Indians and thatthe ggzent had boen paying tham cash fortheir labore

Consequentiy I fourni on iy return that vhere I had left smiles,
cheerfulne:.s end good freling, I was met with averted looks, sullen
discontent and a spirit of susplclan that wes torribly discouraginge
Ag soon as practicoble after rhad ascartainad tho extent of ths
oxpactati e created anmong themy I callisd a council of all the
Indiana, ard ecxplained @ cowrge befuddd horotofore pursusd which I
in tended to aatzex'e- top 771
with the reasm for the samo and pointed ot to them the good effects
preduced in tbh past. I an glad to day the ta 1l with the exception of
one ¢ two chronlic grumblers, appraecisted the ressons for my co rse
heretofore and cheerfully acquised in my plans anduethoda for the
future, 36111 the Iimpress on os not wholly eradicated and will
~ doubtless be a soures trouble and distontent for yearse

The work of the agenecy Quring themonth in eddition to the regular
shop has bee . plowing axd seedingiground,repairing . nces, etce
Vg have sown & large amount of whoat, barley and osts and [ropose
to plant an unusually large emount of potmtoes, all of which will
proba Iy be nsedod {io subsist the Piutess '

The school i® in a nwost flowrishing condition, the children happy
md contented, notwithstanding thelir crowded quarters , and meking

reid progressd



“chool has how ver 18 en open @ for the Piute children about 25 of
wicm have boen & thered,and e unfor tably clad and are now in school,
‘ney lesrn very ra. dly and proamlsc to, at lecct equal the Yalkirms
inthe rocdiness with vhich they acquire the rudiments of an bnglish
aducatione,

‘he sho s haveo been anpluyed to their full capacity in repairing
magons, plows am In suweh other wrk a8 wes req ired ams the grist
nill hee bean fhoroughly werhauled and put in proper condiitilon to
do offoctive worlce I am glad toa y that the Piubtes sean toleve
rocovored thoir spirits and cheerfulnense learly all the g ble

b odied mon amnany of ttolr vomen have been siteadily at work
elthor for the Pepartment or for such of the Yakimmo eas may require
the ir scrvices, end I havo boen emabled to (p 587) vory
miterially r aduce tho aemount of reo 18 suea of subsisbtencéd to thone
ma_‘ny an trovarsies and disjutes having arison lately anong the
Indians 1 ing on the Sattas rocpecting the bwrdaries of their L
arnes, and tho stakes and other evidences of the fwrmer survey kaving
d. pear d, I purchesed for ¢80 a surveywr ‘s comiass and chain and
devobter 12 days torunning lines amd locating and allott ng lards.
1 had not before roalized Low strong wes the desire of thuae Indians
to have § elr loeatlons definitely scttled ard thair 1lines conform
to the Uuvte, swrveye After considerabls troubls I succeeded in

locating the lines of tlk official swveyand f ron thatproceeded o
msuvey and assign to the geveral Indians tracis of land of different
slzes accoding “w the locatlon, cepacity of the I dlan to cultivate
nusber in fonily e tce lic claim wae allotted for riove than 200 1%
acres anG naoe for less than 80, Vo measure that I have asdopted of
late years has given so (p5 ) nuch satis action as this erd it is
oy Intention to contime the sarvey ard aliotments t111 all who
desire have receivec lands. 4p thisaction of the agont coid be
supplenented bythe issue of patents by the govi. the Sat eafaction

P Hhaan Trwrldome w134 o ocoaeMadon P e A B



I have not ye s had ti:e %o parfoct ry plans yelative to the
Piutese L had & conferenco with them & few days aince a nd Informed

them of the docision of Hhe Depte the t they rake this Renervetion
their futwre lhomoe. They appeared to acquigese medily erd as soon
as possiblie I shall personally select lards and locale them
pernanentlye

I, canclusion L desire to expre ¢ my grateful sensc of Diving
Providence that has retwrned me ing afety to sy fleld of labor, and
with rofound gratitude for the past and unfaltering trust in the
futwe lenyn vith corfidanco on the same sutaining end gu.iding
hand

?ary rospectfully

Jame o He Vglbur etce



