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BIRTH AND "ROWTH OF A RESFRV/TION

Creation of the PReservation brought together fourteen tribes and bands,
in some instances of dif"erent linguistic stock or dialects, compelling
them to follow economic pursuits that were alien to thelr tradition and
to adapt themselves to unfamiliar value systems,

Iyree years before the agency was born at ‘ort ®imcoe, the slow process
of githerinz the scstteréd, leaderless people was com enced.

When F, Roble was local agent at The Dalles on August 30,1856, he wrote

to Governor ®tevens that Captain Frederick Dent, brother-in-law of

¥ylsses S, Grant, was working on a wagon road from The Dalles
to Fort Simcoe and that Major Robert Sglden Gernett was "getting on well
with his improvements," (Fort Simcoe).

The gathering place was the White Salmon . There were 900 thers,

1,200 at the Bascades and The Dalles, and 1,200 in the Simcoe v

alley
wh'ch was called "Simkwee, a place name for a saddle in the hillis north-
northeast of the fort, ‘her dally subsistence amounted to 1,500 pounds
of flour and one bref,

Because Kam’akin would not come upon the reservation, the Yakimas
were adrift and their guidance too often wes entrusted to inefficlent

agents.,

The first rezular agent, Dp, R.H. Lansdale came from Olympia when that
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town had only & few houses and where he was the town's doctor and
justice of the peace, He wrote to Suyperintendent Ldward R. Geary, “ecember,
1859, that "Kamiakin 1s much needed., I know of no one who 1s adapted to
supnly his place."

James C, Geer was living in the Simcoe Valley in August, 1857, acting
in an unofficial capacity as local agent. Bonner & Co. had e license to
tr de near Fort Simcoe, established a trading post a mile away contrary
to the wishes of Ma jor Ggrnett ~ho ordered the building torn down, *he
traders were later allowed to locate a quarter of a mile from the fort while
soldiers were posted to see that troops 4id not patronize the place,

The Army was resp nsible for feeding and clothing those in the Simcoe

v

Valley. Local agents at The Dalles, “ascades and White “almon cared for

the people there as best they could.'rhe ;ar had upset the traditioqal
food quests which took the people to different areas, andthey were
overshadowed by hunger and want.,

In 1852 Captain Jordan, an Army officer stationed at Fort Dalles,
fenced land north of the river, At the same time E.S. Joslyn locate§
near present Bingen, bullt a home, set out an orcha d and cultivated

land which became the "hite Salmon Agency.

Joslyn left during the war but returned, demanded tie property nnd



3
re-established his home until 1874, His return compelle d the government

to look for another location and Fort “imcoe was selected.

In 1859, the same year that the territorisl legislature formed
"Clickitat" County (December 20), and locsated the county seat at Rockland
across from ?he Dalles at present DalleSport, Lansdale was instructed to
remove the "hite ®almon “gency to Fort ®imcoe. fle wrote to J.W., Nesmith,
superintendent of Indian Affairs at Salem, Oregon, May 16,1859:

"Captain Archer of the 4inth Infantry (Jemes J. Archer of Maryland,

u

later “enersal Archer of the Confederacy), in command of this post, has

been ordered by Genersl Harney and as arranged by the general and yourself,
turned over all publlic bulldings at this place." (There were twenty-one,

volued at $30,000),

Iy

Archer, writing from *ort Simcoe to Headquarters, Department of Oregon

on fpril 18,1859, said:"I have this day turned over all public bulldings

to R,H, Lansdale." Archer end some of the troops marched off to

and
Join the Northemst Doundary SurveyA occupy Fort Colville, and others

F

were ordersd to “ort Dalles, leaving a detachment of fifteen to

guard the military stores.
Lansdale removed to the agency on June 2 and from there wrote

Geary:"I have also commenced farming oper:tions, purchased crops of grain



growing 1in the field."

By spring the employes were feeding and taking care of 'stock, procuring
ralls for fencing and preparing an orchard and gardens,

Three hundred trees, mostly apple were set out under Lansdaleia
direction on the o0ld parade ground,and men wereplowing to sow grain.
Lansdsle said that "the wheat sown last fall has proved a total failure
bec use of alkali in the soil or lack of rain."

Geary contracted with James Knox of Linn Younty, Oregon, on May 29,1860
to purchase 100 head of cattle, paylng $10 a head for yearling heifers and
#17 for two year olds, Then he bought an additional fifty cows and calves
and five bulls, re-Introducing livestock into the Yakime Valley. Kamiakin,
as early as 1836, mREgmiEEdxzakikXa obtaire d cattle from the Hudson's
Bay uohpany at Vancouver by trading horses , and develoned herds that were
scattered or killed during the war,

héorge H. Abbott, sub-

“hen the salmon run surged up the “olumbia,
Indian Agent at fhe Dalles wes directed to help lay in a supply for winter
use and to nurchase a ton or two of salt and fifty b rrels for curing
and packing the fish,

A saw mill was under construction, ¥9,000 having been appropriatcd to

bulld it and a proposed flouring mill,
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£nd then Lansdale , who had brought in 147 Klicklitat Indians from Lewis

Ry yer Valley, was suddenly suspended because of "serious charges."
in reality while there was some basis for the "serious charges,” there
was a confusion over authority of territorlel officials and thelr jurisdictl

Moreover, payment for employees did not come through with known regularity
and some had gone two and three years without salary,

?ansdale , On January 4,1861, acknowledzed that W,B, Gosnell was
appolnted sub-agent. He was fgransferred xm from kkm his post on the coast
to serve temnorarily in the emergency.,

Lxospell renewed a contract with J.R. Stark and John W, Allen to cut
100,000 feet of pine saw logs "within four mlles of the saw mill, at a cost

-

of three dollars per thoussnd feet.,"

In a report to ueary on danuary 26, 1861, he told how he had visited
the mill and found the dam unfinished, "hen he inspected the beef cattle
they were unfit for slausghter, welghing only 175 pounds esch,

Beaides the employes, 120 Indians were being fed.
There were 21 yoke of work oxen of which Linsdale claimed nine but they
were 'o0ld md worn out." There were 21 head of horses and seven mules

of which four were being used to haul logs,

The 355 head of sheep and 50 lambs were in good condition and Robert
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Rantoul, the herder, was "an excellant man,"

Gosnell wrote:

"The farms seem to have been awfully neglectod, There 1s not agrain of
fallow wheat in the ground, Iiay on hand i1s only about 472 tons, "

He recommended that 200 hoes and six plows be purchased,because only
"four plows are on hand,"

The school, in operation that year for the first time, wes under "the
superintendency of the Rev.. James H, Wilbur, assisted by Mr, Wright and
lady. Yhere are now fifteen boys and three girls in daily attendance,"

Un June 1, Charles R, Hutchins, special agent , writing to Geery
reported:"I have this day relieved Gosnell. Go0ds stored et fockland can
be teamed to this post at contract of $40 per ton. #bout 14 Indians are aﬁ
work now for the government, e wages peaid them is $30 per month and rations

Before the end of the monthix lumber wes ready for the flouring mill
wh'ch H.'W, Shipley was to erect, ‘he sawmill on Simcoe Creek was in
"constant operation."

B.F. Snelllng was superintendent of farming. One of the farms contalned
200 acres of "good soil and has a crop of hay and 32 1/2 acres of oats,"
“maller acreages of peas, whcat and potatoes were being enclosed by a
board fence,

"Another farm selected on a branch of “imcoe Creek » five miles distant,
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consists of 300 acres but Impregnatlion of alkall renders 1t useless,

"There are three gardens in the imnediate vicinity of theagency containing
about eight acres which are planted with corn, oats, barley, potatoes and
other vegetables."

The next agent, Ashley H. Bancroft,was sppointed by President Abraham
Lincoln, Bancroft w s a brother of George bancroft, a historian, United
States minister to Prussias in 1867 and father of Hubert Howe Pancroft whose
histories of the Pacific Coast and Memico have newer been cqualled., Yet
the agent, Dancroft, proved a faillure,

He too, end “ecause of Civil War conditions , and his employees, went
for extended periods without pay and w re compelled to subsist themselves
from the storehouse end rardens,

Leaders of the different tribes or bands wer- disturbed. Tbey reported
that snnuitles were dwindling and by the second year held become so small
that they were not worth making the trip to secure. Meny refused to go
- after their goods, belleving that the Ureet "nite Father must be angry
with them and meant to do them harm or he would not have sent a man such
as Bancroft to loock after them,

The Rev. Wilbur w:s held in hizh respect and they confided in him., Wilbur

attempted to reason with “ancroft but was discharged and in a letter
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two days later asked permission to remain jwithout expensei as teacher
but his request was deniled.
Bancroft also discherged the agency physician, Dr, S.H. Roberts on the
grounds that "he attemnted to incite the Indians.8gefd@t agairs t their agent,'
On January 13,1862, Pancroft issued annuities to 1,458 men, women and
children, (Under the rreaty at least 3,500 were entitled to food and roods),
"On first coming together there wes a very general disposition not to
receive the goods. Many saild that they were not consulted on the Treaty
for the land end would not give !t up and take pay but upon convincing them
that the land was sold, they rrceived the goods. Owhng to the deep snow
many could not come for them. I have retained a nortion for Hzzkrub
distribution in the spring."
Bancroft complained to C.H. Hale, superintendent of Indien Affalirs,
Olympia, W,T,, on Wovember 1,1862:"The numbers now far exceed that of
the previous distribution, *he last roods would not afford one blanket
to a family,"
"¢ comnlained of the lack of seed to sow seventy acres of land to wheat
and the superintendent of farming complained that the Llndlans wers

destitute,

"All the farming implements that have been distributed for the past five
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years and a half , even at exchsnge rate, would not emount to as much as
the salary of one employee for one year., Men employed to superintend

the farming have been ashamed to look en Indian In the face and méntion
farming for 1t would bring up questions that he could not eas!ly answer,"
he wrote.

The agency farmer F.C. Moore informed the superintendent that he had gone
without pay for over two years, and that vouchers were worth only thirty
cents on the cdollar,

Bancroft submitted letters signed by the dischar ged Wilbur:s co-workers

krekxgmmdx to the effect that goods were damaged and worthless for
dis trubution or had not been received. His esfimates for the quarter ending
D cemb er 31,1862, included @3,925 for treaty employees, a superintendent
of farming and two farmers at fBOO a year; superintendent of schools, two
teachers, physician, two blacksmiths, carpenter, plow and wa:m maker, a
miller, tinner and head chief.

A varn for storage of zrain was estimated at $2,500, fennces at ¥1,000 add
a reaper, thresher, seperator, three bresking plows and other agricultural
tools at $1,200,

Wilbur left the agency in February,1864, and journeyed to “ashington, 80

the story goes. There he 1aid his protests before President Lincoln
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,explaining his "Bible and plow policy? and returned with the appointment

of agent. He began duties in 188#% 1865 and held the positioﬁ with only one
interruption for nearly eighteen years,

Agency reports imxmfimksk¥y at once took on a businesslike appearance,
because 1rrespective of his faults Wilbur was a tireless worker and a
friend of tha® e who followed his way of 1ife, a strictly religious way,

H.G. Thompson, farmer, reportédd breaking 75 acres mX and seeding 30 acres
in one month while “alter ¥ Carman » the miller, ground 142 bushels of grain
and turned out 15,239 feet of lumber.

#1fred Hall, carpenter, in his report for Asril, 1865,tnade and stained
three coffins, $18, ¥ix ex handles 50 cents, $3; 5 rake heads, ¥2,50; 4 bed
boards, ¥3; dressed out 2 gunstocks for gunsmith, $3; made six frame picket

gates and hung them, ¥42; and spent the rest of the time getting out
lumber for fencing."

Yames MeGrew, blacksmith, besides shoeing horses and milesy made ©£4 harrow
teeth, 1roned slx neck yokes and three sets of doubletrees, made 100 rings ,
repaired wazons at a cost of $25 and forged a branding iron,

Father “ilbur , es he was cslled by the Indians, directed the tribe
In progress, educatim and agriculture under a serious althoush religionisti
administration.

Grazing privileges were granted to a few of the stocknen 1like the
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"king of range,i Ben Snipes, bringing in sever.l thousend dollars
annually for the benefit of the tribe . “ome of the payment was mal e in
skmek fat cattle which were slau-htered to sugment food stores,

Lumber was transformed into homes--not too many at first, four or
81x a year--and replaced tepees which had dotted the Valley.

Wagons, plows, harrows and harness were purchased and given to those
who worked for them but were denied to those who want-d only annuilty goods
without working.

Early in 1866 a stage road and relay stations were opened through the
reservation near the pre ent route to GCmxx Goldendale over Satus Pags, In
1878 there were 3,500 head of Indian Department cattle, burned with the
ID brand , and there xer were 16,000 head of horses. Most of the lumber
was used for fencing cultivated areas to keep out livestock which .as
even then cre.ting a serious overgrazing problem,

The severe winter of 1880-1881 set back the stockmen both on and
outside the reservation because 80 to 90 per cent of the stock froze
or starved to deuth, a repetition of ninetecn years earlier,

The military retumed to the control of reservations over the nation
in 1869-1870 :nd Lieutenant James H, Smith wns assigned to Fort Simcoe.

He was quick bo assailx "ilbur.
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The lieutenant asserted thet thos e following Wilbur's faith could
obtain all they asked for, but others who adhered to their oldbelief were
denled annuities, This was even enforced in hair cutting, d though long
halr was inherent in the 0ld religion wkizk with which the missionaries were
unfamiliar,

#Purthermore, " Lieutenant Smith wrote in an officisl report:"In
comparing the highly favorable reports from this agency regurding the weslth
of the Yakima Indians on the reserve, the conclusion forced itself that thes:
reports were grossly exaggrrated..." #n dddddng officlisel inguiry substantiat:
the contention:

"Restraint of their religious liberty wes always the occasion of great
discontent and a direct violation of the most cherished ideas of the
American peop]e.ﬁ

The government restored ciril control over the reservatigns and Wilbur,
returning as agent in 1871, stated his policy:

"If I fail to give moral character to an 4indisn I cean g ive him
nothing th-t does mmk him permanent good. *f I can succred in giving him
moral character, then he no longer needs the gifts of government, He becomes
a man like any other and can take care of himnself,"

“ilbur bullt up attendance at the Indian school;the ch ldren were eagerly
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Je arning the ways of the whilte man.

He outlawed liquor runners on the reservation. He was a strict dis-
ciplinarian who resorted to the whippins post (for women as well as men)
and the bsll and chalin and hard lebor for punishment of tribesmen and non-
indien offenders, He was the law of the land at a time that Pimcoe w:s the
leading town in the mikaxxmXXexs country for miles around, and in carrying
out jJustice, he did so without discriminat lony other than h's religious
convictlons, -

the years that swirled around Fort ~imcoe and the re:ervation, the people
who lived there, and the country surrounding, are fich in history, not
only of the rezion but interlocked with the west and the nétion.

Several agmmks events show the temper and disposition of “ilbur and give
a new insight into the Yek imam,

‘here w s the time: when the comb:ttant Snake or ‘aiute I~dians from
Fort Harney and the disbanded Malheur ‘eservation in Oremon, who had
resisted settlement days for so long and shose scattered and prowling
bands continued to sttack wagon trains, were filnally subjugated.

And ont of a cleer sky and iIn the dead of a creckling cold January,
they were herded onto the Yakima Reservation by military escort.

"Five hundred and forty-three Snake and Piute Ipdians arrived yesterday
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without official notice of their coming, in a destitute condition, nearly
naked. 9 omething must be done immediately to feed and clothe them,? Wilbur
wired to E;A. Hayt, @ommissioner of Indian &f7uirs on bébruary 35,1879,

Wilbur dutifully took the Yakima chief and interpreter to meet Uaptain
W.H, Winters of the %1rst Cavalmry and the prisoners.

The 1akimas went to work with teams and haule d lumber from the steam
sawmill to build a shelter, 150 feet long and 17 feet wlde.

"It affords me plessure to say the Indiens of the @0@@ddyd agency did n o;
revolt but took hold with a will to help locate them and make them com=
fortable,f he wrote.

The cesmp w.s set up on Ioppenish Creek, seven miles east of Fdrt Simcoe
and Wi{lbur himself, a huge man welghing over 200 pounds , directed twenty
Yakima freighters to move the prisoners and the two companies of blue-clad
troops.

By g1so established the Palute farm, first at Lone Pine Tree, just west
of present fite Swan, end then the farm and school four miles southeast of
White Swan., It was to obtain water fort his that the old Paijute ditchws
dug, one of the reservation's first irri-ation projects of consequence.

Sarah Winnemucca, thé determire d and pathetic heroine of the Paiutes

accompanied her peonle to the reservation and Wllbur engeged her as
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interpreter and teacher but later repl ced her with the Rev, Qeorge Vaters,
an ordained HMethodist.

At the same time Chief Moses (Sispilth Kalch, Seven Shirts ) and two
hundred of his people from the Upper Columbia were brought in as a precautlior
against eny outbresk resulting from the war with the Nez Perce. They were
the Moses peopnle or the Kawachkins.

There was an unexplainable friendship between Moses and the agent who at
one time imprisoned Mpses to keep h'm frombeing selized by the sherif f
from0ld Town (Union Gap). “hen Moses was arrested and taken to 014
Town, “ilbur baildd him out for ¥300 and stood by until the chisf was
acquitted of charges resulting from xka minor outbreasks which occurred
of f the reservation and the murder of the Perkins couple.

Wilbur was disappointed that Moses and his people did not chose to remain
on the *ak ima Reservation, and that the Paiutec became dissatisfled and
deserted in wholesale numbers to #arm Springs and Idsho whex he enforced
his "no work, no food" policy. He constantly sought increased approprlations
for an empire of many tribes he wss attemoting to build.

Byt afxr a rescrvation was cre=ted by Pre.idential Proclamation
for Mgpses after he had gone to Yashington.

Sargh, seemingly content at first, took personalX issue with Vitlbur and
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then went directly to ivashin--;ton and complained strongly to authorities
of cold_and wet camps, dHddddd wldespresd deaths among her peonk and
the lack of food and clothing,

411 this time the Yakimas re garded the Pailutes as guests and brothers
needful of assistance, ;hey willingly consented to withdrgwals from
Xakima rations and at Christmas they slaughtered their own cattle, gathered
presents of food and clothing and delivered them to the Paiute camp . Xet
most of the time they weré compelle d to keep & close watch overtheir own
belongings and especially the horses,.

Some of Sarah's own peo le turned a-ainst her and there were long and
Sitter councils at which her brother, ¥ee Yinnemucca defended her, and
Paiute leaders 1like Levgins, Pai'dy, Oytes the medicine man and defeated

warrior, and Natchez spoke,

In & few years the Paiutes broke away and sc ttered to t helr old homes
and the Yakfmas went bmmk on about the work of building their own lives
with "11lbur's stron; guidance.

Sarah perpetuated her disgruntled feelings in letters and documents . “he
once wrote:

"Father Wilbur says he shonld bemuch relicved if the Piutes wer e not

on the reservation, They have been the cause of much lebor and anxiety to

him., Yet he does all he can to prevent their going away.





