_)’.F s P (D ¢ -l tefon .‘ Los~rs
e A AV Li6,

The role of the *“ieton country in history is auspicious, yet
we have been too s bmerged In centennials to yet recognize something
of far reaching and lasting importance. ®#ad this development is so
comm ratively recent wdORQtOdl8dd 1if weOOdPaBAved you, yourselves
did not participate in 1t, you have relatives, neighbors or friends who
did.

History is a vantage point from which we can look two ways , behind,
and sce where we came from, arriving at the place we now are, and
forw.rd, so we can Ses yhere we are going,

It is the 1littls stories 1ike the stories of the development of the
Tieton ¥0A country that made @m@ America what she 1is today; the
little stories, put together in one book that makes the gre:it volume
of our cdufdd country. Yo if we believe in the American way of life,
we believe these little stories are worth preserving.

I could tell you about thelpdians of your area, the®R Tiantianpums,

In reality the mwlitz and of some few of them who yet liv near the

center of tha'r country, saroundX fackwood, althouzh na® many of their
blood live on the Yakima “essrvaton

I could tell you of the Railroad surveys, to determine the mracticability
of bu lding a railway from the ““ississippl to the ‘acific which brought
men and pack mules throuzh your region in 1853, althourh they did little
but mekenotes and iiscribe data about the elements and the gener:l
terrain. “PutI'll come a little closer to present ti-es, the days of
the cattlemen and honsteaders and thesheepmen, the bdxad. beginnings
of the Yakl a Valley settlement a‘ter footholds were est ablished

100 years ago this spring.



deddyd “bout 1880 the first settlers came 'nto this regim,
Philande Kelley, ¢ hn Koempel, ‘red “ealy, Louis TLanch, John
“rench, Tom Donnelly, #ngus French, Tom Weddle and Frank “eddle.
“e should remember that the fi st were livestock men, “e shoild
remember that this was seml -arld country; dry land ands .gebrush.
“‘hat grain was th® about the only crop the settlers could plant on
the wide onen spaces that hasbe become the best of the apnle country.
fhey planted in the fall and harvested in the early sgpdAg0ded summer.
“he earliest settlement was just east of present @@to “ieton.
0@l .,H. “chénck had a drygoods, grocery and postoffice there w th
a dance hall on the second flo r. It wasn't until after irriga ion
came that J,E, itadson and D, H, Dressen of the Tieton Township “Yorporation
gave a 200 x 175 foot $u0 square as a park and playground. “round
this grew the rew town with Market, Maple, ®lm, Oak,
Washington, Minnesota, *ieton end “isconsin the first streets.
p-¥+ dorthland bullt a bank on lots he bought of 4°¢. Alderman. A.D.
800 Rovic built a lumber yard and the Horticultural Union was later built
on t hat location. Fred #illiron built a store on the site occunied
later by “Yampbell's Deper tment “tore and the t1ieton Mercantile
built on the fiB@8 location of the first hotel operated by
Mr. and Mrs. “illiam _@6dAdd “atten.
Schonls started in the earliest days with :ieton and Highlan
@ joininz to org nize “owyche %®chool District 27, School was in
a small cabin about a mile Southeast of “ieton. It burned down and
for a time clusses were held in individ ual homes. *hen a school
was bu 1t on propertya quired from Herman Froemke and that bullding

became the Tiston Granze Hall. :he stone school was bullt in 1912

andvou can take i1ton throurh the years from there,easily enough.



¥ow lrok back throush the years, to the passing of the cattle herds
ani the d@%#® develorment of amall patch Ilrrication; the coming of
the railroad into the “*akime Valley providins @@dd a marked;the
avallabillity of irrigable land and &n80C an RGO abundanceof water
nesding only to be captivated .

Crarles Schanno, as early as 1876,was interested in develoyment
of irrigat on in the L4 ton drylands., In 20 1890 D.#W. Stair was
studing the 'o0ssibility of captivatlng the waters from snowpacks
at the head of the Tieton and v@8P diverting them to the fowiche, and
by 1892bonds «r- voted for an !P0A0ABLOGO irrigation proiect, but
hard time irt ervened. |

In 1895 E.C. Burlingsme carried out a survey revealing the
pr:zcticability but the ,ongdon ditch cut out pat f the lands west of
‘gkima ?urlin?ame had ho ed to irrigate,

Apout the same time the statse became interested 'n the Tieton basin
and Sum ing late. Georze §. iankin and ur601-=ge "eikelacquired
prorerty of B«F, Barge, and sought a state bill without success,
“y them rea lzation was cominz to the ek ima Valley that there was
not enough wat®Bi unaporopriated water, and that development of
@® storage f cillities was necessary.
For & long time now we have heard of men who have made thelir
marks in the world by de elopingt this commun ty or that com unity;
for yez s we have looked up bullders and dreamers and such. I am sorry
tosay I can't go along with that way of thinkiir.

My historical 1»38d8dd research has showed me that our country--
our fakima Valley has made m rs men than have contributed to the
'allgy;s @ ' making. *he resources andm allother elements were here;
the final compoment, the human element, was contributsd by those

for whom we now have tender memorles,



Theodore BRoosevelt came to Yakima in 1902 andmade significant
utterances then that we in the Yakima alley, overly proud of
"the birthplace of irrigation;(forgetting the earlier developments in
80dbdendoamd C:alifornia, and other states, have long overlooked.

fe pol ted to the Irrigation “aw of 1902 marking the beginnilng
o _a polic more im ortant to this country's internal development

then eny s Ince the homstead laws  wh ch came bout in Iincoln's
adm nistrat’ on.
Rpo He said
%8y aid of the Hationalgove nment cooperating w®hO with the
state governments, with individuals and associtions of ind@¥AQulO
individuals, we shall see develepment durin the next 50 years
1iterslly unparalleled.” (We have)
"What s necessary, he said,. k& to distribute the water
1s to met it out of the irrigation ditches, ultimately to have great
w0 storuge reservoirs w ch will enable us to take the waters that go to
waste at seasons when we do not needthem. “e are now entered
upon th's po icy and a very gre t =ood will come of ALt iou
So the ‘iston proiect was begun, tun:els and canals; Bumpi g take
and at “cAlliste Meadows on the *feton.

Ive Main work wa completed in 1909, 1910 and 1911, five tunnels,
©t-eple, 100 feet long, “Yolummar, 1,20 , +ieton, 2,730, Horth Fork 3,810,
al ost thee m les of tunnels; some 12 milesof main canal,

89 of laterals and 238 of sub laterals.
Orizi ally su veyed for 27,00 a res it was enlarged ani then
cut to about 32,000 yy conso idation of water rizhts.

Sy 1913 costs wmer fixed by the Department, 10 nayments

or a tot 1 of 93 an acre. I 1914 the Beclametion Extension Act
ofEEended Lin imyorpggent to 20 years., In 1917 the newly
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Yakima--1eton Irri~etion district authorized an enlarged expenditﬁve
to cover 32,000 acre and enla rgment of the main ¢ nal to arry
mo e water/ _
“y 1910 thew®e00 the pro ject was 75 per cent complete with a
work force of 320 men andl90 horses in the fleld, and work under way
on “umping *ake Dam a0® at the same time. By November of that §6r
year units 1 and 12 wers fin shed and Bumpiig Re ervoir was almes t
ready and the d'stribution system of unit 3 was the only work remaining.
Some rsmember the cofltPdd 'd contractors, dglson Rich of ‘rosser,
Georze took ¢nd Sons of Spokane, D ,H, Traphagen, “eattle.

. hat ye=r Se retsry of I terior Ballinger announced units 1 and 2 would
receive water snd the ssle of 18,883 acres for which water would be
aveilable. rom then on we ha e a gener:l recolliection of the happenings,
the com letion, development of the orchards and the ir coming Into
production fed by 360 miles of canals and pipelines, sn eventual
@08 cost of *114.40 per acre and & total cost of ,3,660,800. “nd
the proving ground tes' w e 0d@pdd was completed in 1947 when the final
payment was made and the *ietm Project became the fi st in the
nation to "ay c: under th- Reclemation “ct.

T.ike I said, the Jittls strries about Tieton and th» Yak ima
Vallevy &re the stories that have made ©h80 “merics what she Is.

jmore)





