Wyam calendar:
Tommy :hompson, Celilo, Nov. 22, 1953, flora Thom s on,
interoreter,
The Wyams,and the other people wio lived adhong thefalls had
thér name for the seasons, like you have a name for each of the months.
But there were only four of them. The ‘akimas had a calendar too, it was
different. You will have to ask them., It is not the same as ours.
Spring was called waurh waham. ‘hat was the sprinstime.
Summertime, starting about what vou call July now, was Skat mit.
Fall, about the time the fall run of salmon came, war ti ah me wit
or sometimes we cslled it just tiam,
Winter was just winter, it was ahn num, end 1t continued until

the start of spring of waugh wahem, agailn,



Wyam words: November 22, 1953, at Celilo.

Sovrce: Tommy Thompson. Flora *homnson, his wife.,

One Naughs
Two Nupt
?hree Mi tat (also) me tet
Four Peenup
Five Pah haut
Six Pah tach ninch
Peven Toos kas kas kee
Eight Pahat ta maht
Nine Chi mist
Ten Pough tumpt
Ywenty Naph tit
Thirty Meh taph tit
Fifty Pah hahp tit

One hundred Pouzh tahpt ptit



Wyam words November 22, 1953, at Celllo

Pources Tommy Thompson. Flora Thompson, his wife.,

Bpym Ah pup
Pitterroot Piahe
Plueback(salmon) Carlough
Uamas wach camo
Chinook (salmon) ta quinit
Columbia River enche wana
Dance washat

Eggle why ama
Fish(to) na REEXEN pee wit tah
Fish (general) mR wy canash
Salmon nu sough
Yather p'schet
Head Thlum tak
Horse kosie

House nesha

Leg wunch
Mother pa cha

Rige wa shet
Mother pu cha
Water chuse

Wife alyat

W1 dow pa la six
Mt. £dams patoe

Celilo Wy yam
Yakama Ma machattu
Wyams Wyumpum
Klickitats Whas wy pum

Pgalouse Powloos pum
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Umatillas Uma til'anchlams

dez Perces Chi wa ni su ma

Rock Creeks Kah milt pah

Kittitas Keetatas

_________ Phs whoa wa pum (at Alderdale)

Warm °prings Tyiach

Bnake river Indians Wach push pashlma

----------- Yow nat (lived at present location of Patters on
ferry, Washinoton sidef

Naches river Nock chez

Vanoe Wasas

Awl Peeps mi (est1 also)

“ear Yakah

Beaver wish push

“erries tamanit

Blackberries wee sick

buffalo toothlum

Basket (general) Wapas

elanket oot paas

A”VJQ Sﬁiwhmﬂ /“*I'BLLG/
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Notes : Tommy ‘hompson Npv. 22, 1953 (also #pv, 21 asnd 23-

F1ora ‘hompson, interpreter.

1

Hunwe, pronhetess at Umatilla, wa:s aunt of “omny l‘hompson.

“%gnapo, unknown to him.

lommy'sfather andmother died when he was young. dis father when he was

very young. Then ht mother a few years later. He was five or six then.



Notes: Tommy Thompson, “ovember 22, 1953, at Celilo. Flors fhompson,
his wife, interpreter,

Kamiskin, Owhi and “kloom never came to “yam to fish. They weren t
fishermen. Tney were fizhters. Theymade war.,

Owhi's people were sat Ellensburg and “endtchee . He lived there end
sometimes he came to the “enas and lived tlere a little

Sklool 1lived at Tapnish



%vam Notes: Impressions on visit--Nov, 22-23, 1953
Rgin--all night rai , drip, drip. R=zmmxak raian at Uelilo, steady,
straight down, wet, wet, penetrating. “eavier and heavier.
Letter from “hisholm
Overcoat, sho n, pglven fom y by Yol. Lipscomb,
Snmoke 1n house from fireplace.
Bel, dried, and threaded, criss cross on sticks, small frame,
pulled apart, boiled then, or ground dried,
Rahtit stew... wawalik
Tramp--carry wood, like dog, , making coffee, eatinc bresc,.
fenry angrv,..'et the hell out of here to tramp, steal
Lenry pacing, pain from rupture..
lom*ny, worried about me getting home, worried about rain turning
into snow on the pass,wantedme to write to him from Toppenish that
“ had made it over the pass,
Ferry pitching across waves, rough, river rouch, rain
driven 1n sheets,
¥lora--allotted at “arm Springs.

ura'--ndda-nghter, Linda, oranges.

, beatin

rain,

Tomny believes the Klinquit, mentioned in treaty, were "up by Wenatchee,"

Ul Nes oo -



Wyam Notes: Tommy Thompson, early Yecember, 1953,

®glmon per year,

poandnkd We ate more salmon than anvthing else here on the river.
Lt was our big food. Each fa=nily would use as many as 1,000 a Q€dd yesr.
Trhere were 15 to 20 persons in a family. That was dried fish and fresh
fish, and the f ish we fed peonle who came as guests.

Dry salmon we call surar salmon. It is ground. Cha lie means ground
up.
Y®08 “t is ground up with s almon grease after it is dried.

Steelhead o0il 1s &lso used tc grind up in 1t. It is tschumpt.

Chinook, dried chinook 1s ah swiss,



Words: Tommy ‘homnson, “yam, Barly Yec. , 1953, Celilo.

“ssum (Eeel) wvam, Same as Yakama,

YERS‘mtkes—kﬁyf"@éﬁﬁ?ﬁrh&%eﬂtahmzrrh

Uelilo 1s not an Indian wrd. It is the name white people mave to the

place called “yam,

um means ', the sound of the ~eart. Tike the sound of the river, tum.

“ames for Walla Walls was ¥allalulapum
Names for peonle at White Pluffs and Priest Rapids , 1@0d@9dfN

was Wanapum, by the Yvyams. It means river people,

Lish wah lite-- means smoking. It was the name of the relig!ous
leader.
Lishwahlite lived at White Pglmon at a place called Husum.
“e nad a place there, a big place with seven fire pits, He wasn't a

religious man till he dreamed and the religion ¢ me to him.

il

-~

e was the first religious leader in that part of the country,.

/4

Smowhala brouzht t hefirst bird to Lishwalite. Tht was at Yhite “almon

at t his place celldéd Husum. He was the first religious leader in this

part of the country,

John lay people were caltd *ox Pash

Des Chutes people were celled X¥mweir Wowie. That wa: the Wisham name

for those neople,

Fiora, Tommy's wife: Her father was a ¥ysm. Her mother a John Yay.,

Henry Thompson. . e is Tommy's son. He is routured. He is zoing to

the Yalles for an operation. It is on welfare.'rhey pay for it,.



Wyam-- 1952  Tommy fhompson. YJora interpreter.
014 ccmetery-oldest,below railroad.(Nmx excacszted by The Dalles
Dam nreparation --inserted 1956)
“ame was Yah Weh Tosh graveyard.,
Name for gr veyard on hill was You Wit &
Father's name was Jim Kuni. He wasburied couple of miles up
r¥ver Yy~
Oldest burials he knows of about 100 years old. Pe Yo oldest man. He
was first cousin to Stocketly. He was buried below tracks at Celilo,
where auto trallers parked.
knother was Hankow. He had a ton *ockquee nu, andthat would be
i nnie Charley Johnley's father, de wae the last buried therePe Yo
wo' 1d be uncle to him,
Stocketly ,when killed by Paiutes, buried,since brought back,

buri d down river when highway came through, He brought back,



Flora Ihompson- Xyamx Warm Spri1gs, wife of ghief Tommy Thompson,
1953,

Fiora, daughter of Jim Cushinway. “e was one of 22 “couts

in war sgainst Captain Jack, He tore beads from Capt. Jack.s neck

at hls capture,.
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He was part ‘“vam and part “asco,

Mother of Filora wss a Doxpush or John Day Indian.,



fommy Thompson -Flora interpreter, 1953, fall.

"Here we don't quite understand “oshuxkluh -(this is bird on the
pole, the oriogde of the Wanapums upriver, Smowhalans sacred bird,)
Th s was renly to request for story asbout the bird on pole, which
he has, 2e saild previously it was intrcduced to tie Wyams by “mowhala
when he came to preach.
%7 will tell you our story.." Tommy..
"after the creation,Wholwhol (meadowlark) was like the A1mighty.
He knew the whole, whatever went on all overthe world, ?e also
understood what was to come. He was lile a prophetl He could
understand everything a1ll a round.
fe would sit.down with one les out and people pass by. He'd tell
them If you step on my foot or break it I will not tell you what is
going to happen.
He was & regular prophet.
Everyone w anted to know what changes were golng to come.
If the planned tricks ,other people would want to find out what
was going to appen to them.They wanted tof ind out and he would tell
them then.

His necklace was black, It was a black arrowhead.



Yommy Thompson, last Wyam chief at Celilo, 1954.

His first name, as a boy, was Pis aphs., Drifted down

Second name, at middle age Wa Watsee Loft -No Acorns,

fa Wot %-large stomach, big bellie (meaning 11t rally, always hungry

name u:til he was close to 100 or 100, as he said,

iren took 'ame Kuni, an old fumi'y name,

“ame for ‘ne Dalles, where the Wascos 1ived was Wasko PaMipa

Tumwater -Seufert took name. It was down river, the lower falls in
old days.

Patch Pash , same name or same word as fumwater. Sdl mon gathered, all

dir in at same time, each come out with 1/2 sack salmon. This done

only by Wyampums.,



and
Geograpic ¥mmsaxy , tribal names and words, dlctionary apnenddd.

The Wyam name for themselves is Wyamumpgg » wich has a rough
translation of amm Peonle of the “ater Echoning Against'th_e Rocks,

a descriptive name of the thundering faiXiz series of falls, Heré apain
the word pum , as interpreted by the informant was described as "sound
of the heart," s-und of the river falls ddd tum ," and here again

the motion was made, striking the breast over the heart.

Tommy Thompson says that to his knowledge there are sixteen
Wvanpums left.

The Yekima fishery negotiat ion committee say therelare sixty-five,
but they seem inclined to class the unallotted and un-enrolled mid-
Columbias in this category.

Lhe Informant appeared more familar with the various tribes
mentioned as partic pants in the Troaty with the Yakima Nation of
Indians, June 9, 1855, than other informants bhreviously consulted.

He provided not only voluntary information about some of the tribes
therein listed, but one bit of information 0P&9E0&88 encountered on
but one previous occasion, and that at some distance. lhis
pertained toc one of the listed tribes, called Klingquit . To nim,

as In the case of = 4

akima informant now dead, this meant not a tribe
or band, but was the name of a chief of a Klickitst band.

nile no extended guestioning was resorted to, because of
previously mentioned knowledge that litigstion was involved and the
friendship of @ obviously good informant could not be overstrained,

the following @H@Q2Q may be of interest:

Kow -was-say -ee , one of the f urteen tribes 1listed in the Yakima

Nat‘on of Indians was pronounced Kah-wah-sai-e.,T.".,.they lived around

“lderdale, upstream rom Gpldendale on the "ashin ton shore. There were

not many of them [referrins to the time when he was a young man or



boy, approximately ten years old. ] rhey were a fgné) people like
the other bands, spoke a lansua e most of the peonnle up and down the
river could understand. “aybe they were just a big family. “hen he

¥new of them last there were only a few of them living there, but maybe

they are all gone now.

-

"hy-was pum was the Wyampum name for the Klickitats who lived

on the right bank of the Columbla. lhey spoke sharper than the Yvams
"they talked like @ucks or geese." The 'yamoums could understend them.
They talked different than the Yakimas. SRa0FAKAMES0E8AREdAB1f There

talk is about all gone now.

Kah-m!lt-pah-- ‘hey were Bock Creek Indians. The word means like a

“erooked piece of ground, a canycn , goingdown tothe river. 4hey are
scatter d around now although some live there still, some over in
the Yoodnoe hills, and some come to Celilo and take part in the
feasts.,
Y-kima--called Va machattu by the old Wyampums. It means
like ©ofdAfd somethine, running away.rhey talked different rom the
“yampums but the two tould talk to each other and understand each other.
Palouse- Powloospum.
Umatillas --Uma tillanchlams
Nez Perces-- “hi wa ni su ma
Kittitas --Keetatas
Phs whoa wa pum --£& small groun of pecple, probably now extinet, who

1ived nesr Alderdale, near the ah wah sail e. No one, unless it is one

0ld woman, knows th@02dd their lamguage. They micht have bren just
one family livins there.
“arm Springs Indians -Tylach
Phake River Indians Wach push psahlma
Yow nat--#nother small group, , 6x@dAtid perhaps extinct, who also

spoke a lancuage that no one now remembers. They lived on the right bank



near the present site of kaknxxmnixx%xxxx the Pat terson Ferry.
Naches River--Nock Chez, people just like the Yakimas who lived
along the Naches 1 ver,
Walla Walla--Wgllalulapum
Wanapum--“iver People, Who lived at White Bluffs end ®P0P Priest fapids.
These were Smowhala:s peonle. He brought the "ashat bird on a pole, the
messenger,to The Dalles.
Jomn Yay Indians-Tox Pash
Yes chutes people-- VWowie [That was the Wisham name, infamant
couldn't think of the “98A Wyam name for these people but ©B it was
almost like it]

D:ctionary of “yam words





