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Palmer, Ularence

I' 1877 when he was 20 years old, Palmer left Illinois with & pal
and came by train by boat up the Missouri river and then by
wagan freight to t he Plack Hills, Dakota. Not liking it there he went
to Colorado Springs. P

Mule *eam
From Colorado Springs he freighted supplis to Leadville/ county and
brought back the ore., As the driver he rode the near wheel mule
handling the trake with his left hand and drivirgwith the jerk line
fastened toth® 1line mule,

Ihe other mules were connected ¥rom bridle bit to hames and held
in line. There were elght mules to a wagon and eight wagons to a
train. Each lead magon lmd a trail wagon,. '_*'he lead wagons were mrde in
Chicago and cost ¥300 and thertrailers cost $175.

Mud holss in summer smad snow drifts in wintermade the hardships for
both men & d mules.

Railroads

The railroads put the mule trains out of business. Mr. Palmer then
declded to go with the railroads. We woded in their ¢ ms truction to
“alifornia and up to Oregon,

Northern Pacific completed to Pasco

Nelson Bennett had the contract for a blig ssBretch of c onstruction
from “#insworth €0600.) now Pasco. Mr. Palmer had & small comntract at
Union ape. While warking there he bought a small livery stable known as

Pglmer and ¥ cCGrath,

In 1886 Mre Palmer moed to Ellensburg;086@ t he NP came through
‘here was not much o a celebration. ‘he first unit too e run as & train
was the engime, three fréaight ca 's amd a passenger caboose,

Mr. ‘almer st@Ddedd opened a livery stable, stalling 100 horses in
£llensburg which was another venture to add to the mixed stores
of J,B. Fogarty and John A. Shoudy. Sam Cregor had & clothing store and
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“harles Read a drug store. Ellensburg wa & real town when it turned on ta
night of July 4, 1889, :_'he stable and hpses were saved, During
the f’oer War Mr. Palmer sold 1,00U horses to bngland.
‘% the time of the first railroad strike Mre. Palmer took the
passengers vy stage over the Shushuskin uanyon from “llensburg
to Yakima, He went around by the Wenas, a trip of 50 miles, taking 11
hours with time of f to feed at the Stage Station run by Yeorge
Pressey whose women folks were good cooks. “gain progressin

the form of mote cars blocked My. Palmer's business...1936,.



Pearne, l‘homase

Pattle and wild hor ses by the thousands grazed on the Yakima
reservation 75 years g8ge. “ne of the leading stockmen was Thoms s
Pearne, an Indian living in Medicine valley. “*is cattle were among
the finest In the co ntry and he had horses imported fram the Blue érass
regions of Xentuckye.

Ag early as 1855 when the Indians of the northwest werse intent on
exterminating the whites, Thomas Yearne's ambition was to become a
stockman. Like Kamiakin he began the irrigation of his farm by
diverting the water of a creek into a deep furrow which he plowed

through the valley. He was ridiculed for thinking he could irrigate
his farm, but the fertlile acres gtill farmed by his won, prove his
judgment w as good.

Thomas ‘earne attended the Ureat Counecil at "alla Walla in 1855 and
neve- lifted a hand against the whites. He always sa id that Yovernor
Ptevens was a great man. When the Yakima reservation was laid out, he
was chosen to assist Governor ®tevens in placing the boundary. He
was educated at Ft Vancouver in the Hudson's Bay s chool and
married the daughter of a white man named McKay, probably an
officer who had taken an Indianwife. ‘he lMcKays were in Caiifornia
during the gold rush and for a long time led a nomadic life.

Mrs. McKay came to the Simcoe rescrvation where she, her children and
her grandchildren received instructionat the school established by
Rev. Wilbur and his wife. Her son was butthbher at the fort.
"Abe Lincoln," Indian interpreter at Ft Simcoe, grew up in the
lichay home. )

One historian says: (Note in margin, not true)-Father Wilbur
tamed the oxen ard tamed the Indian boys to drive them. lThe
whipping post at the fort was not a symbol of brutality, itwas
simply a necessary part of the training of the 8 avage. Peveral

trades were tgught andtne erected a swamill and gristmille.



Pearne, ‘homas=-2-

Several dearly settlers often cume to grind vheat,

Logs brought frai the foot-hills wers sawed into lumber, piled
dried, then taken to the Indian farms where good buildings were put
up by Indian carpenters. One o these carpenters was Charles
Olney, oldest son of Philip Olney, a wWhiteman who was Indiana gent
at “am ®prings in the 50s. He homesteaded in the “htanumand died
there a year later, Among his descdneants are worthy and progressive
members of the communities vhere they reside.

Chafles Olney helped build the Methodist church at ~§hite Swan for
the Indians and many ofthe farm buildings on the reservation. A
monument tohis skill is the barn which has stood for nearly three
quarters of acentury on the Fearne ranch in Medicine valleye “he
timbers are of heavy pine, mortised and tenoned, fastened with

woden pins. In the strongest wind t hese timbers never creaks,

ILike the white settlers Indians built their homes on the
reservation along streams or beside springs where the more progressive
among them raised garders and crops. White “wan {ndians brought
ditches fran Toppenishc reek. ‘homas fearne had so much influence
over the Indians he was looked upon as & counselor. '"The don't a&lways
take nyy advice" he declared,a "but I always tell them just what
they should do." Forty or fifty would go to his home at a time to tell
their troubles, When ther ¢ was a cantroversy aver the Indlan
fishing grounds at Celilo he went to Washington, D.C. at his own
expense to confer with the "great white chief," who at that time was
President McKinley. He accepted an invitation to dine with the
President and attend churche.

Indians were permitted to sell their land if they had a deed. The
town of Loppenish on the reservation was fainded on land owned
by lrs. bweazy. A land company bought it and platted a townshite

which was enlarged when Mprs. Lillie platted 80 gcres and sold the
lotse



Pearne, Thomas=3=

Inthe western part of the reservation lies the beautiful Medicine
valley, dotted with well kept ranches. “Yown its center flows Medi cine
crcek, its banks lined with willows,

Into this valliey in the early seventies Thomas Yearne an Indian
preacher brought his dusky bride,

Deside the f ire place vhere a ple asant woodfire crackles an
aged Indian woman sits and dreams of her yesterdays on the reservation.

Lthough years have dimmed her eyesight, she beholds with an inner vision
pictures on mdmory's wall,

Warming her ohands wvesides the cheering blaze, Mrs., Pearne smiled
reminiscentlye. "Our first little cabin of two rooms had a big
fireplace andd I've had ore ever since.! ®he lives with her
son on the site of her first home, in a modern house set in a frame
of shrubbery amdflowers on a well kept lawn.

Alfalfa fields slope away f rom corrals vhere cattle are be ing
fattened,while several hundred head feed in the valley pastures,

Thomas Pearne wa: a full-blooded Klickitat Indian, 1318 parents
died when he wa: a child and the Iudson s Bay company peo . le looked
after hime, He was sent to Ft Simcoe where, under the influence of
FYather "ilbur, as the ‘ndians and early settlers called him,
he was c.onverted and joined the llethodi:t church. He was one of the aly
two Indians who were graduated into the full order of the ministry
on this coast. For over 41 years he was active in Christian work
among the Yakima tribes and Lapwai Missiona nd the Indians
on the Klamath reservation,

¥ive gener ations of Yearnes have lived in the valley and it is
8till said of them that they are the best people on the re servation,
Mrs. Pearne was placed on the resservation after the treaty. “he was

one of the onor scholars at Ft Simcoe and was placed in charge of

the younger girls,
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NShe taught us how to cook and sew. Mrs. Wilburwas kind
to us but when we dropped stitches in our knitting and she made us pull
3t all out, we sometimes cried. She taugnt us to knif quilts and
braid straw for our hats. Senews fro the backs of horses armd cows
were s ed for thread."'he wormen learned tocard wool and spin 1t
They made dies of sumac ard oregon grape ard made the shawls ard
blankets bright and pretty. “hey taughs us to cook and keep houSe ¢

With a far away look in her eyes, Mrs. Pearne described the M
preparation of food and the gtoring of it for winter. Hobbling
toanother room shereturned with four small cloth bagse The contents
revealed staple articles of food which sh® grew in the valley
in great abundance, recallingthe great rendezvous in the "pegutiful
E-yek-i-ma valley so entertaininly described by “jexander toss in
1810, Half a century later 4,7, 8plawn visited the same spot and found
the scene peing enacted.

Mrse. Pearne's littlehord contained bitter root, housh,
sauwicht and huckleberries. #31 dried ard ready for use. “he
displayed the pestle which was us ed for pounding the dried
camps and otle r roots into flour. A bowl was made for this
purpose from the roots of a big oak, chiseled and smoothed.

®glmon ran up the Antanum amd Simcoe and the men made
traps of willows, damming the streams so that spearing was easye.
Up the canyons young braves stalked deer ard elk, proul ofthelr
skill with boys and &@rows,
White hunters are no less ©8n vainglorious today, coming down
through the canyons bearing one of the antelered tribe.

'*hdh@du Thomas fearne's cattle roamed the length of
Medicine valley where his de:cendants now pasture their herds. Like

Father “ilbur he could do saveral things and do them well,
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He sleeps in the little cemetery not far from the church on the
hill. Soon his aged wife will follow him on the sunset trail. Now
she dreams beside the fire of t he long agow hen she came to Megdicine
valley, a brides March 27, 1936,



Pitt, “ddie

I came to Washington territory in 1881 from Ness county, Kansas,.
I came with fortycovered wagons thqt took the trail bound for Bastern
Yashingtone
"e wanted a change. Thing: were eaten up by grasshoppers in
Kansas and droughts. People took to the trail the same as
today,and for the samse reasons,
4 relative had pre viously cane out west,so we followed,

My father was a Methodist minister, not a "settler.0 I, those
days a Methodist minister might as well have 0PdfAdd been termed
a nomad. He was the second Methodist minister in the ¥akima valley

Wp cameé to Yakima city in 1882, then two yea rs later he went to

Prineville, Ore.,then to “"aldron, Ore., I went to Spokane
college, returning in 1887,

My huxband and I homesteaded in Priest Rapids valley in 1892,
I loft “hitman and cam to Yakima in 1891, went t o Priest
Rapids valley the next year . liy mother and her second husband,
Mr, Brice, homesteaded at White Bluffs. They ma de their house of
drift wood. It &s standing yet.

Yo tried hard to develope Prie st rapids valley but gave it upe.

They are still trying.

Ijeing & minisier's daughter I learned early in life that the
minis ter, hiw wife and t® church r epresent that part of the
country's civilization vhich founds schools, churches and cultural
influences in & new country,

I was born in Pocahontas county, Iowa of Irish and Penne. Dutch
descent and wa: married July 4, 1888, Children: Mrs. &dith
Matthews, 4 children, Prineville, Ore.; Yalter Pitt, Los 4ngeles,

1 chilu; Ralph Pitt, Los Angeles. I do,'t vote,
“he railroad had just reached :heney vhen we came along in

our covered wagons. Pe forded the Yak ima at first, # bridge was
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built at Union Yap in 1884, the year the rsi lroad c ame,

‘he school I attended stands there at 0ld Town today,

I remember thefli ods of 1894, severe winter of 1888-89 when cattle
froze and straved,

(Interviewer's comments: Shehas retained a remarksble disposition
gnd sense o humor and tolerance for the shart comings of others.S he la
been & widow 15 years, dependant on her own efforts but seems

resourceful---July 18,1936,

Supplmmentary report:

The Priest répids valley had about everything in its favor ard
people came from as far away as ‘exas and filed on land. :here was
a vast stretch of sagebrush, the Columbia river a nd little besides
except promises andc limate,

fround 1861, ortefare that, about the time of the Volville gold
strike, lthere was a trail through the valley,

The ‘tore which some people call Hudson's Bay Trading Post

I always hemrd spoken of as the goverrment store. It is on the east
side of the river. ‘here was a govermment fort at %olville
andgoods had to be freighted there from ‘he Dalles, When we moved
to the valley, “eorde Williams was living in the store and ran the
hand ferry at that point. There is a ferry there yeta

(Note: “he White's Pass and “hite Bluffs road will cross at this D
point which will call for a bridge after thcse 150 years or so,.)

“verything had to be freighted from Yakima. # few years later
boats came up the river as far as Priest fapids during high water,

In ‘the early c'taysifclhe v alley steam pumping plants were

used., ﬁ:m fuel was driftwood. * number of desert claims were proved b y
the use of these plants. Now the electric pumps furnish 400 gallons

of water a minute,
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;"he Biack Rock company owned the first ditch and charged §10.80 per
acre for the first allotment. If sanother was rnecessary, ¥6.,40 was
added to the acre. Note. Try to farm under these conditions and its
verylittle different now,

Ye located up the river quite a distance, built a little shack of
1 unber hauled 80 miles from a sswmill at the head of the “enas “e movded
there in December and I mever saw a white woman until the following
lMayo

In 1894 iIs remembered all up amd down the Columbia as the year
o the big flood. "e saw our t rees, alfalfa and everygrowing thing
swept away , even the earthwas taken along. Ve saved the shack
by anchoring it to the foundation.

The government allowed us to select another locatio and e
choose what i1s now Barrett island.

In 1894 the Great Northern finished construction work up the

river and all the false trestles etc. came down the river with the
flood. Ve salvaged 13,500 feet of lumber. We built a raft and
floated our housstead shack down tothe island.

' “ number of shttlers put up buildings from these timbers.

My mother and Btepfather and lMr, an Mrs, Bryce built their house
and 1t still stands at Oldtowm. The schoolhouse on the ir land was
built of these timbers. Nails anmd windows represent the actual cash
spent for that building.

My sister and husband,Mr.and Mrs. Griffith, built their house of
logs of driftwood. ‘he h ouse stands on the river rosad north from
Yhite DBluffs. A man named Piper homesteaded the place,

In order to have a school, Mrs. Craig taught her children in
her house three months. “he f irst schoolhouse was on the Kemp

place in the homestead shack, a very weak structure on the very

brink of the Columbia
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Mary Young was the teacher and when the room got unbsarably hot
she moved school down the bank where it was cool. Bsuna aves
taught the second school ami Anna Jungst was the third teacher.
Ihe f irs t Postoffice was in the Craig home and was called Julia

for their youngest daughter. Helsom's started a store.

4 bachelor named Ferrill had a homestead at Juniper Springs,
now the Knaub ranch. He took this land around 1886 and planted
fruit when he planted the peach _.pits, soms one remarked;YOu don't
ever expect tose any fruit from those, do yout" Later he
hauled wagonloads to Yakima over the old rosd, :little more than a
trail through the sage.

e did all owr buying at Yakima and got our mail thers at
first. Y%e took a week for the round trip,throwing our
blankets down on the sand for a bed. *here were only af ew families
in the 50-mile stretch up and down the river, Twice a year, Fourth
of July and ¢, ristmas we met for social functions. O: those occasions
we brought out thebest of e verything we had, linen, silver, ‘hina
our besst cooking and tried to forget for awhile the hardships of
pianeering.

Note: Unlike most of the state of Washington the settlement
£8d8d of t his remarkable valley las been hampered and still is fO&QGH6u
altho gh there are greater possibilities here than anywhere in

the statse.



Plauvde, Johng
I came to Washington state in 1894 fran Latvia., I was & baker

and a man who worked forms came over to this country and he wrote
forme to come over & s I could do better. My wife and I came over on
8 freight and passenger streamer. e were four weeks on the way and
came straight to Yakima fram Graybeck, Canada,

North Yak ma was a village then. OE the west side there
were anly three residences. *he depot was Just one room.I
bought 11 acres and I bought my house,

I was a baker from 1894 to 1898, I opened the Uity Cafeteria
and ran 1t two years , then was chef for i by McNeil and Coe
12 years,

I was born May 19, 1864 in Latvia., When I came to this country
one o the firstthinis I did wa:s to take out papers., In 1900 I
became a citizens I was married twice, 1893 and 1903,

Children: Walter Plaude,Yakima,

(Interviewer's note: Failing healtl but mentally bright,
He and his wife own their home. lhey have warked hard, had
lots of trouble owing tto loss of two ch ldren whose i1llness was
very expensive, :hey gave the other son a very fine education
and he cannot find employment)

April 8, 1936,



Porter, Marthag

I came to the territary of Washington early, was boran in
the "enas valley, My grandfather was James Longmire, leader of
the womigrint train of the 60dd 1853 which crossed Yakima valley
bound for Puget Sound. Eighteen years later my parents, who were
mrried at Yelm Prairie, Thurston co., came tothe Yakima valley,
I was born September 6§, 1876. Nayionall tys German and English,
S1ght ch ldren, 1 1lives at ®sattle, the rest tn the Yakima valley.

Supplementary to Porter historys

A monument erected by the Yakima Piomeer &ssociation marks the
spot where the emigrant train halted in the Wenas valley in 1853,

‘his trainwas led by James Longmire and the monument is on
land subsequently acquired by ‘:avid Longmire, his son and 1s still
in possession of the Longmire f.amily, five gonerations having
lived in Washington, four of them in the Yakima valleye.

David was a boy of 9 when the family crossed the plainse
Hes daughter, Mrse. E.C., Porter recalls many incidents related
by her father and grandparents,

James Longmire settled at Yelm Prairie, *hurston Co. where
hils family grew up. Pavid Longmire and Lizzie Pollard were
married there in 1869 anl moved to Yakima valley in 1869,
where they and their descendents have taken a prominent part in
the develooment of t he valley,

Mgrtha Longmire was born in the little log house on the
ranch in the Wenas, grew up in pioneer surroundings, happy and
co ntendied.

Like nearly all of the early settlers, ths longmires were
stock ralsers and t heir cattle roamed from the Columbia river

to thefoothills of the Cascades. Yartha remembers that she rode
horseback up the Nile with her father to salt the cattle and
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look after theme

Following the round=-up there was a cattle drive over the Snoe
quaimie pass to Seattle where shipment wasmade. “
The Longmire children rode lorseback four miles to achool.

One day she snd ier sister rode as far as the Moxee with theilr
parents who were of £ to 'fho Dalles to purchase supplies. :he
girls stopped with friends, Martha remembers that the time seemed
long ago but she will never forget the "surpriseé their parents
brought o their r durne Tralling the ;agon was an aristoctatic
vehicle known &S the spring wagon, but was always referred to as
the "Haclks"

"Butyou should lave seen us a few years later »8 she chuckled,
"When father bought us a rubber tired buggeye O;we a yoar the
family rode hae seback over the pass to Yelm B;airie to
visit the Longmire and Pollard grandparentse.

Once they drove "the hack," On one of these trips Martha
remembers seeing her 'grandfath;r thresh his wheat by driving
his team round and rownd over it mn thebarn floor.

Mr, Lcngmire went withthe I.aoaso organized to bring back
the Perkins murderers anmi Martha remembers the hanging. Many a
time the children and their mother were hidden in bushes
along ths creek while the men stood guarde

"We always had good times in the early days " Mprs. Porter said.
"There's a little vase I once got on ths Shristmas tree.

We aluyé had a Christmas tree. We had box soclals to
raise money for the church and entertaimment with singilng,
recitations and dialogues,
"Indians didn't bother us much, we children were rather afraid
of tham thoughe One day when my sister and I were alone an
Indtan stopped at the house. "e went outside and sat om &
fence, feeling safter than in the house. We didn't understend
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him very well, My father bhad built a new house and the Indian
kept pointing to the house and saying "bhickea-mun" (copy)
(how much money?) When we knew he meanh to rob us and we
were badly frigﬁtened.

Finally he went away and when father ceme and W ran and
told him, he laughed and said "He was only trying to find
out how muchyl the house coate"

My father took wheat over to the Tjossen mill in Ellensburg
to Be P grounde

Interviewed , A,gusta Bastland, March 26, 1936



Purdin, Hemes He~-

James H, Purdin end his wife, who were married in Linn county,
Moe, in 1864, spent their honeymoon orosaing the plains in an
emigrant train,

With little of wardly goods but rich in the qualities necessary
to. success in a new country , this cowagemus couple turned their
faces toward the lad of opporturity. Listening to fireside tales
of the Willamete valley, one picture lad became indelibly printed
on Purdin's mind, that o the red apples grown there in abundance.

"hen Lincoln called far volunteers, he enlisted. In 1864
he was discharged because of 11l health. He thermade his plans to
follow the western trail to the land of t he red apple.

“4 terrific thunderstorm was bréaking Juas as we reached the
Plztte river. Heavy rains had already swollen the river so the
crossing was delayed while the men removed the wagon beds and 6ald
caulked them. “hey lashed them together, emi to end and floated
them across cafrying families and goods, the oxen swimming.

By this time the Pyrdins found that 68 our provisions would not
hold out so & trade was struck with a man retwning east. He was
driving a team of harses enc was willing to pay "boot" foar the
Purdin ox team. With this money enoughfood was p{mchased to
enable us to reach Boise."

‘his incident is an ox;mple of thedairing spirit of those
Pioneer days. Instwd of waiting foar opvortunity, they made their
owmn "

Reaching Boise in November with less than & doller in my pocket,
I turned my horses ait to seek the ir living on the range. Boise
was & mining town. f’acon was. §1 a pound, floud $4 & sack, coffee {1
& pourd ard everything else in proportion, I needed Sork and found
it in mauling rails from bullepine at ¥ .75 cents a daye The small
wage could not keep pace with mounting expenses. My employer, a kind
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Hearted man, befriended us, providing far us through the winter gnd
in the spring our son,Hugh, was barn,

In order to pay the debt incurred it was agreed theat I
rent 15 acres of land from my employer and raise vegetables to
supply the miners,

Fortune fevored us fro: the beginning of our venture., Puring
the winter ow thoughts turnsd to tle faithful team turned out to
wvander in the hills. One day in May a band of wlld horses pacsing
through the village attracted Mrs. Purdin's attention. She
recognized the two horses that had been dﬂven all t he ﬁty fram
the Platte., ollowing each wes & lively colt. She called me and
we scparated the team from the band,

Our garden grew and thrived. Miners' fare that summer included
luxuries from the Purd:ln garden, Py the f imst of October enough
gold dust bhad been weighedout in exchange for vegetables to enable
us to settle up with our landlord and leave Boise with $1,500
of dust in a little buckskin pouches. In October, 1865 we set out
for the lard of our dreams,

We reached the Villamette and homesteaded but ouwr plans far
an or chard never mea terislized as the rainy weather affected my
health, undermined as it was by the hardships of war,

Rdlinquishing our homestead we drove back u p the Columbis,
orossed over and settled at Dixie, 12 miles from Walla Walla, “e
resided there s ven years, raising horses and cattle, Yakima
valley mas the cattleman's paradise in those days and in 1874 we
again crossed the Columbia with our four sons, Hugh, %wen, Lloyd
and*ee,, our own herds and other possessions. We entered the

beautiful "enas valley, pre-emptying 160 acres released by a man

named Perkins, sam® of t he land being under cultivation. Here ¥Wallace



James H, Purdine-3

and Walter were born, February 24, 1879, the first twins born in
what 1s now the Yakima .valley. later came Charles ami i‘alph, making
eight sons to grow to manhood ard settle and develope the s agebrush
wilderness and transform it into the productive and fruitful

valley that it is today,

There was & small log-house of two rooms on the ferm. _Being handy
with tools, I made furniture of the black birch growing along the
creeke *he chair seats were made of strips of rawhide. As long as
I livdd- I kept one of the chairs for myself, The legs were womm
d®wn considerably in later years but I always sald it was the most
comfortable chair in the house, I made & rocker far ny wife,
Wallace remembers that later he brought her a rocker fram The
Dalles, 90 miles away,

These freighting trips were made cnly once a yeare. If the coffee
gqve aut in the meantime, parchsl wheat made & fair substitute.
This was growndi n & mill attached to the wall. “he hopper held ao
around two quarts, The mill was also used f or griading flour,veeso
carn, & variety of white corn with dentless kernels. The cormbread
&nd mush mede from thismeal are still remembered as the most
delicious ever tasted anywhere, before a since, "

Mre. Purdin grew his own tobacco. He burned willéw switches over
& small tract, worked the ashes into the 8011, mixed his seed
with sand and sowed i1t, later thinning out the plants. ‘hen it
came time to harvest, it was pulled and hung upside dowmn fram poles
In the shed. “fter it was cured he made it into “hands. There
was & good supply for the oldmeerschaum,

Before the railroad came, cattle raisingwas the most profi teble
industry. Cattle were driven over the Naches Pass to Seattle and
shipped down the coast,



James H, Purdine4

The Purdin ranch was a stopping place far the stage operating
between The “alles end Ellensburg. Mail was distributed here far
the settlers. later a justice's courdy was held ther: when Mpe
Purdin was elscted justice of the peace.

One of the three commercial crchards grown in the Wenas during
those days was m their ranch, ;hen it 09 came into m;oduction
they marketed it in #llensburg and Cle “3um, driving over the old
state road amup the 'Shuahuakin canycne

:he Purdin boys end their neighbars played games in the crumb-
1ling 014 stockade on the L.C. Rice adjoining, There was a circular
embankment enclosing the space where the sod forts were built,
one for each family, The enclosure he X the stock,

In 1875 a log schoolhouse was built rear the creek be tween
the Longmire and #lvert Lots farms. Logs were split far the
recitation bencheé, the loges being wooden pegs. The f urniture was
manufactured in the same crude way, 4mong the mames in the old
8chool register may be fondd those cf Hugh, Owen and Lloyd Purdin.

The schoolhouse was used for the debating scciety where many
de'tant que stions were settled,

Ejeotions wre held int he schoolhouse. "ha most exciting,
gccording to Walllce Purdin 8 recollection, was the year of the
"Cross of old. preaidentul election ushered in by tarchlight
pareades, noisy rallies amd much oratory.

Mre Purdin recalls with amusement the Fourth of July celebrations
with their marvelous parades, the display of flags, lemonade
stands, patriotic speeches snd last, the "plug uglies" clowning
thr ogh the streets, 3 4

Christmas was observed with religious entertainments in the
schoolhouse, Thanksgiving, he says, was more reverenced than
it 1s todaye.
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#11 the lumber used in the state Fair buildings was sawed f rom
logs brought down to the John Cleman's mille Lloyd Purdin hauled
&1l the lmmber, |

"‘he road taken by the early "enas settlers, c rossed the ridge
to Lower Naches, down past the o0ld Nelson place, over the Nelson
bridge; from there the trall crossed the rocky land and sagebrush
now covered by Fruitvale or hards. Iraveling this road one day with
hys father, "allace remembers that one day to see an unusual
sighte Yakima City was being moved through the sagebrush fram
old ‘own to the place inown as N rth Yakims until 1917, Business
was franeacted as wsual while the buildings were en route;
merchants sold goods over the counter, boarders ate their meals
in the hotel, church serviess were held,

Of the eight Purdin sons who grew up in the valley, the three
eldest have gor® to join the long trein of piomeers who have crossed
the last river. Lee is in Califarnia, the others still reside
on the land they helped reclaim, Walter in the Naches, Charles at
Tieton, Halph at Selah while Wallace resides near Sawyer on the
old Purdy Flint place. He married Edith Watson, March 10, 1901,
The Ir youngest daughter', Dorothea, resides with them,

Irene married Srover “ilson and lives in Spokane. James
“arold, named far his grandfather, me ried Lencre Bice, *heir
son, James Harold, belongs to the fourth generation of Purdins
to live in the Yakima valley.

Augusta Eastland

.~ March 14, 1936,
(infarmant evidently Wallace Pyrdin)



