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(!This is the seczon when Celifornies Indicns sedtitesmr

gsimuering ovots of fresh scorn mish gnd tell stories resching fer

bewc Lnto the pest, stories so o0ld thet they heve become legends.
t _ v:?

LLT»ne mish 18 neture s neritege, the legends @& ‘the heritespp
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- /
of the rece. Little l,diens with cosrse blsck heir, Hoo—fo—bere

grow fet on the elmost testeless gcorn
gruel oa=BIBEL ond seges of the tribes-, now broken end scettered,
find in it strengtih to nourish thelir regpidly feiling bodies,

dOrlly g few oldem neovle remember the stories hended down fron
fether to son, frowm mother to deughter. The ert of-lcgend telling--

P

and 1t 1s en crbwerss precticed by the 11—,c'>‘ism/\1.mr\cail.\;rer1g not only
g lteen wit end ﬁccufete recitetlon but meny 5‘;!%1 iInternretatiw
motions of the hends, heed end body snd delicete tongl irflections .
Ll 1 gifficult bo trenslste Lnto print the stories revidly
withering svey in thé droudit of the white men's clvilizetion.

&Frenk . Lgt‘tp‘,- Shefter school tercher wio hee studied the
iﬂidign for yerrs, kes only touched the surfece, but hes scco plished
more Lo onerpatuste the customs, lesngucge gnd stories of the
Sen Jogquin Velley Indien, the Yokuts, then eny other person.
Lgt‘ce!s studieés heve resulted in the gethering of meterigl for
en unpublished dictlionery of the Yokuts lenguege--s lsngusge soon
to o lost. Only one or two known members of seoversl of the sub-tribes
‘ere living et present end in no cas-e does the number of eny tribe
exceoed a¥egyr 100. In meny instencosz the lest mem"ber of the tribe
died yef-;l‘s EE0e "\TL) S(gjm{

QTae Tect thet the Yol«:ut_s) subs4dad principelly upon eco:r%?

mlsigbmdmm hed s comperetively f‘ine culturel bpm:gmunc} p's

shiown by his legends is comion to 21l Cel ifornie lnagisns., ’fhe -
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Yokuts means (ﬂ?’eople d
QThe Yokuts inhsiiteted the Grest Centrel Vaglley of Californie,
150 miles north end south end 100 miles from esst to west, pitched

hlg cemp in the hills fringing the plein and migreted from cemp~gise

toﬂghﬁmp-&i-vta R ——— 1) SO«

weed seeds or roots gnd scorns

ch of gnimels, fish,
&

_ P vglley ogks,
sprinkled over the vslley @‘, providedlhim with his biggest

shere of f‘ood. The Yokuts were composed of slmost 60 sub-tribes,

esch with & sepgrete diglect but g Yokuts from the north could

converse with es%ls from the south. The thoussnds of pot=hole

studded grenite rocks sglong rivers snd in the foothills were the permm‘f“*r

grinding mills where Indien women petiently ground out the deily
smaller .
retion of gcorn meel. The ,rock morters found ell over .Gelifornis g
cavyied g f ety Seqsom of m-t?/u/ﬁdas,
when the ploneers ceme were the porteble mills}\ Stmetimes they were

mede of grsnite or sospsitone, sometimes of osk woode
okyTs
ﬂn the old, old deys th?-r legends tell us , sfter crestion

. » 69% with humar)
of the world, there were only birds snd snimsls , & -5
atfribytes, and 1mprwvne Lrom deaty,

R S =

CC¥] o They

lived together end in lster yesrs gsve up thelr cemps end hunting
grounds to the Indisns whom their lesder creetod from e mud imsge,

herdened by fire snd awoled by rein. The first men wes Wi'-ness,

Yok 157

gnd hiis womsnmmete wes masde efter him,
A
(L"Nah—Nom'-Kot, egec?q’ﬁﬁk-chum-l eﬁﬁadian living in the
velley tells the Wuk-Chum-llee story of crestion. Wgh-Nom'-Kot is
. worn avf éy'
known to her white nelghbors es Ade I-Cho, whose eyes, fortured—by
Yhe exac‘ha?n? work of pus Ked make'n
the _strein-6f pber.c;_iqr;g,i:he&mds_ﬁo% root  figers with g -deer—bene

ewl while meking-beskets, sre even now psylng their toll angd

: ©© QOING  hes 4

Wgh~Nom'=~Kot s o« You csn't
of piercriujefc

tell her thst the tedious work/\ is the cguse of her ailment) howover,

She ssys it 1s becsuse s besket buyer took her beskets home snd



©

/7 In the beginning there wes only wster gnd s grest tree, sh osk

neiled them to the well,

. r3
%‘.r\\‘f' tree, where lived Tro'~Khud, the eﬁgle. Tro' eeKhu#r:ade the
X Za\
= L 4
:‘?‘“ enimels, birds end reptiles thet swem, feagr. He sent duck down
o -
“\3\1 into the murky weter to get mud to meke the esrth but Dyck fellegd

= 4

3 gnd glmost dfowned, gnd i.urtle, efter ¢ long struggle, returned to
'-}s‘t)\g the surfece glmost deed but clutcehing some mud b&r}ee:th his %
‘\’f (j{ Tro'-Khud took the mud snd ground it in & ceremonisl morter with
geeds of the sgepherd_'s purse lsnts The mixture swelled until it
overflowed the morter. Then throwing it to the south, west, north
"end egst, he creeted the esrth, completing his work on the evening
of the seventh dey. The wegter retrested, leesving only the mountsing
lekes end rivers. He tolg the vird end snimel people thet some of
them would heve to stay swgke while others slept or the weher
would return, but ell the people went to sleep st one time and the
weter csme becke Than_e__agle me de the eerth egein end told KilYo
the coyote, to keep ws.t-;h. T, et is why Ki-Yo howls eerly in the

< morning. He ddlen't went everyone to go to sleep st one time.

X
f y iy :
f“ﬁi\% S —" /Jﬁjﬂﬁ @ Wﬂ‘ :
é Q @xi_ -Yo gnd Oo'~0i, Rogdrunner, stole the first fire for -

"~ Somedsy when everyone goes to sleep, the weter will return,-'b-heﬂy

the bird end snimegl people from Wi'-Hess , the first men,-gimpe
,Tw;m Al R e, K1i'-Yo crept up into the mountsins% FRSJ MAN'
C«AMP) grebbed ¢ firebrsnd end sterted to run to the velley. TEEPiFrst
Mgn rsn efter him gng Ki'=Yo ren fester, fenning the cosls to
flemes gnd the flsmes swept beck end scorfched his teil which is
bleckene d to this desy. First mgn slmost cgught Kil-Yo gnd then
Rogd Rynner seized the fire snd sterted on down the mountsins. Fers t
lign celled up e big rein snd Rosd Runner-tm? some of the fire
under the feethers on the side of his hesd to keep the rein

T
from puttinghout Lhlaideo, Ten on down the mountsins snd
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dropred exhsusted when he rejched the vslleykhmz’rf saved w
g féw sperks which geve the bird snd snimel people thelr first
fire. Now Rosd Runner hes g red spot on esch side of his heed wherm
the embers burned him.
(Luhen gn indisn dies he goes to en Indien heeven if he hss been
good. There 1s such 8 plece somewhebe fer ta the north so
enother legend seyd snd the lest bi._g indien fendengo held in

¢ 000

the velley end ettended by wesrly juw@® Indiens wr = when the
white men first begnc% to settle Celifornis. It wes not a
wer gethering es the vpioneers fesred but s council celled to
heer the story of sn Indlsn who 5&7 visited the lend of the
deed. s story verlfied)for the Indisns et leest, the exlstence

P

of ¢ heevenyan‘d e hell for thet metter too, snd he wes not only
deluged with gifts but beceme s hero. It took him s full dey end
g night to sct out end tell of his edventures end en scorn mush
feest followed while the few velley settlers fesrfully ewsited

en expected Indien outbregk which of course feiled to meterielize.

The gethering wes the lsstm for the velley tribesfh(

.Y
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Wgem=igy=Sit, Lion or The Brave, losﬁ his  sweethesrt by deeth, W

e aeetD y [le feigned desth snd ley in s stupor for six

deys end six nights. On the seventh dey he opened his eyes just

gs the legend ssys desd lndlsns do snd welked north. He treveled
through the mountsgins until he ceme to e deep gorge,spenned _
by e nerrow rock bridge, EIERCRSEEEESG slippery v SEEMNmRwsewwss; yith
sprey from 2 nesrby weterfell. Three times he sterted gcross the
bridge end three times he turned beck, knowing thet Lf he slppped
he would fell for ell ebternity into the bottomless chesm, the
chesm where I _dlens who e;;rfe‘in life plunge efter desth. But finslly

he muste\?td up his courgsge snd crossed the bridge. He found s cheng ed

world of green meedowg, running streems full of fish, hillstiges
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thick with elmost teme deer snd elk, entelope herds in the velleys
end tule-reed houses well stocked with food and hides. He entereg
the tule hut of his wweethesrt to find it full of wrmixlgre breskets.
Rt his sweethesrt knew he wes not deed snd hid him in ¢ large
besket so he ®would not te *8PMd found end thrown into the
bottomless chesm. He % thet he couldndt touch his
sweetheert, thet he couldn't est the scorn mush or venison stew se
brought him, thet his errows fsiled to bring down one of the fet
deer grezing on the hillsides, end,slmost felnt with hunger)he
recrossed the bridge. He slept for six deys snd seven nights, sweke ning
to return to his home where !he told his story end where it wes
believed, becguse did 1t not prove the legend of life sfter desth
the Iindiens themselves knew so well? lleybe Wee=‘gy=-8it, g smsll
kind of medicine men,hed teken one sip too m“h f the Jimpson
weed root tes which medicine men pertook of gt the Jimpson weed
cercmonlel dsnce gnd which geve them the power to see disesses on

common indisns end brush them of f with en eeglé festher. Sozsmp:

llen only

. IR
ettended this dence. Sysmens or medicine men ng drenk the strong,

drug-like tee. Or msybe it wes one drink too meny of lignzanite
berry juice )whtch \:}vhen allov:gd.to ferment, geve the "o0ld time

- C Wi th g whieh ,ever

‘ndien e liquor Whese—potencyﬂhgs nﬁt been epprosched in the mo dem
firewster now benned to him by lsw.

dleers ego, 50 goes s legend of the Wuk-Chum-Yse ss tolg by
Weh-Nom'-%ot, the Yokuts besketry, guong the finest in the world,
wes oDSS@td without designs. It wes plein wu{munch gress for

the center core, strengthehed by the split root of SWemp gress.
Now beskets hsve decslgns cerried out in red fromtie red bud berk,

peeled in Febmeryj end ble ck from fern rootg.sosked in sulphur TRy,

springs. There sre no djyes used in Yokuts bssketry. Some of the



beskets require g yeer or moreto meke. The finer ones will hold
weber., A few gre decorsted with queil top-nots , tufts of red
Plennel or besds. Besketry is PEIEEERY becoming e lost ert, the
older women gre wemsell vy possing on end few of the childq%%
educsted in the whi@edpsn's school hgve the pstience ggz;&g;;§gi
yeesrs of prsctiggfgguieprn this exscting ert. Herds of csttle heve
so depleted the bunch gress thet the few remsining besket mekers
seoub hillsides end river bottoms to find enough to meke the few
beskets they weesve esch summer. It tekes hours of work to prepere
the meterisls for the besket. The work is so fine thet in leter
yesrs meny of the weevers go blind. The old Indiens believe thet
if they do not lesve g tiny hole &t the bottom of the besket,
will M Lo ol o skl SW‘Q""’ olb™
Bnuh in the dey of the bird snd snimel people, so the Indisn
besket design legend goes, Grey Lizgerd stole tIOTNMA Tro'-Khud 's
LiTTLE sister
it OPGERAGRAIISIARESESSERERIRSEIEEIENET? 1lon Degle, the
beby end Lim=-Ik, the Frsirie Fslcon went into the hills. lMountein
I1on found Grey Lizflerd ghdsdedzmr on g lerge rock with the ¢child,
but when he tried to rescue the beby, ;izj’ard selzed the child,
ren into s ugme crsck ln the rock end then closed o Lion
jumped egelnst Tthe rock but coldn't find s hole lerge enough to
enter. Higs clsw merks cen still Be'seen on the herd surf-ce.,
dﬁhen Trodkhud sgnd Lim-ik stsrtéd.out to hunt for;;ggle's = =g
slster « The seerch led them zz:éééﬂgut the whole velley end they
knew thet they were on the right Wrell becsuse every once in W
they found 2 rock with g freshly peinted design on it. Flneglly
they ceme to s wage rock "Ed pnd heerd s child crying inside.
Grey Lizerd ceme oubt end Lim~ik ceught him by the teill but his
tell ceme of £ esnd 10 Grey Lizzerd ren beck into the rock,

i e 1. = al ) 1 )
Thet 1s why Grey Lizfperd s teil slwsys comes off if you cetch
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him by it. T, en Lim-Tk ste sov o strong medicine weed , Wit the rod,
i:%,it wide openj_and gll the brskets which the little girl
hed been mgking left theilr design on the cide of the cloven grenite .
They ere th-re to this dey, somefylsce in the hills end it i= fronm
these peinted rockg.%_, the designs thet the besket wesvers lster

used 1n thelr ert, were secured. There sre over 20 different types

o 10 11 % . -
Iz IO v
(Yone of the Indiens knows/the meening of sny of the plctogrsre

Fauﬂf ‘
whish-ae on hundreds of rocks throughout the hills s11

: )s

over Celifornis end the Souttwest. None of them vRro explained in
the legends thet hsve come to 1light so frr, other then the
bcsket design story. This indicetes thet some rsce undoubtedly

. my_sf@rmw: raceE ma}/ 4’[50
preceded the Yokuts in Centrel C.lifornie. This is—funther

é.qﬂ& grovnd

Porme out g the gigentic pot-holes, three to six feet deep, which
gre found et only g certein elevation in the iigh slerrs, in proximity
to the Sequoie Giganteel gnd et less then 20 locetions., S
For whet purpose did men so long ego meke the huge pot-holes
whih required yeers of tedious lebor ? None of the old Indisns ks,
Their legends ssy the holes were thers when they csme, left by the
bird 2nd snimsl people « It is certein thet no Yokuts within the

elaalihy e
pest 100 yeers hes beeneg ble to find ¢ use for them. W
vrg

&
residue found et the bottom o;‘ seversl resulted in the s«“—-tﬁe
/5/;!/!3;'-7"& unpﬂﬁ/fmcfftc’ﬂf)
disc losure , w%’&eu‘tqpubli-@it.y._m, thet the mstertel
wes volcegnlc egsh. There gppesrs to be s connection between the

rock peintings end the glent pot-hnles, both older then the - s o]
legends Fammeegiieer, . \c Tor cs the Volubs "EgE®) cre concemed
_ PoSSibe
they were just pert of the asrth*mo It isAanother cgse of
e rece, driven to other perts, b)z; some sct of mother eerth.\(P?’Aﬁ?ﬁs‘ a
voleanie ervpYion lag beloie recevded histsry,
@'henever loi-Yuk, the whirlwind)scur-ries through the gilent velley

oeks lete in the summer bringing down heglf-ripened scorns welting

lete fell frosts, old Indiens turn their hegds snd shield thetir



‘ &
eyes from the dust. They don H went to die gs dld severs1l hundred
Ingiens 1ivin;5 glong the nek‘#@atslar%r ;;J}}lb ‘.ago.bes
(A young +ndien molbher, gw—

plswm@_e newly born beby in g brsket on top of s rock pile neer

;g-h%ﬂ-ban settlement W. Sympethetic members of

the tribe geve the child gcorn mush in two smell beskets. Greduslly
Mb\\ - Yuk grew end whenever gnyone refused to gilve him food, he blew,

the dust whirled eround the offender like s whirlwind end he

sickened end died. The Indiens grew frightened snd ell refused to

go neer the rocks end leeve food,.§g§ £11 died. Then Lb&-th

diseppeered. Yeers leber Indiens noticed thet whenever e whirlwind

blew eraund the rock, it left smsll pot-like holes in the fece

of the rock. ¥aB8 You cen see themn there now gnd when g whirlwind

shekes sn ogk tree, it is g sign thet 0= loi-Yuk is still sngry

becguse the tndiens refused
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@This is the seczon when Cglifornis Indiens sedi

gimmering vots of frest scorn mash gnd tell stories reschiing fer

f
[
..L'-\

Yo Into the pest, stories so old thet they heve become legends.

—

I
(LTwe mush is neture s neritege, the leé%‘endsjﬁ ® l-“éle heritege
-

~—

of the vece. Little I,diens with coerse bleck heir, se—e—

grovw fet on the glmst testeless zcorn
gruel oe=IIRZ] ond seges of the tribes, now broken snd scettered,
find in 1t strength to nourish thelr repidly feiling bodles.

dOnly s few older peovle remember the stories hsnded dowin from
fether to son, from mother to dsughter. The ert of legend telling--
and it is gon erbtwm:.g precticed by the Indian-,-\-'in\{olveré not only
g een wit gnd reccufate recitetion but meny 35!%1 interpretatiw
motions of the hends, hesd end body snd delicebe tonel inflections .
it is diff'-icult to trenslsbe into print the stories repnidly
withering sviey in ths droudht of the white men's civilizsetion.

&Frgnk g Lgttpl,- Shefter school tercher win hes studied the
i’jdign for yerrs, kas only touched the surfece, but hes ecco plished
more to verpatuste the customs, lsnguege end stories of the
Segn Joequin Velley Indien, the Yokuts, then sny other person.

Lettels gtudiés heve resulted in the gethering of msterigl for

en unpublished dictlonsry of the Yokubts lenguege--2 lsngusge soon

to e lost. Unly one or two known merbers of soveresl of the sub-tribes

‘ere living et present end in no cs=e does the number of gny tribe

excoed axeyr 100. In nmeny instencoz the lest mem"ber of Tthe tribe

died y-er-.u.s 220 w{m g.‘ﬁv"l
Q,T‘ae fect thet the Yokut_f?*) subswdad principelly upon ecor%?

ms—rbwdﬂm hed o comperestively £ ine culturel bpckg;round) p.s

shown by his legends is comion to 1l Gelifornie Inatens. T, e word
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Yokuts meens (’People ."'"
QThe Yokuts inheitsted the Greet Centrel Valley of Celifornis,
150 miles north end south end 100 miles from esst to west, pitched

his cemp in the hills fringing the plein gnd migreted from cemp-sibe

tovgnﬁmp-s—i:te T —— 1) 5O ¢
] O the po0dine A

weed seeds or roots snd scorns

ch of gnimsls, fish,
&

=1

W vglley ogks,

sprinkled over the vslley @o, provided him wlth. his biggest

shgre of f‘ood. The Yokuts were composed of glmost 60 sub-tribes,

esch with g sepgrete dislect but g Yokubts from the north could

converse with ﬂ% from the south. The thousgnds of pot-hole

studded grenite rocks slong rivers snd in the foothills were the ;uermaueu,f\
grinding mills where Indien women petiently ground out the deily

S df e ‘

retion of scorb moel. Thedrock morters found 8ll over .Celifornis g
carpiedon f herr seeson af Mt?mf«an;.

when the pioneers ceme were the porteble mills,\ Sometimes they were
mgde of grenite or sospstone, sometimes of osk woods

i3 oo 014, ola asys swee logonds tell us , efter orection

171 6:.:1# cwe #h  humar)
of the world, there were only birds gnd snimels , :
atFributes, and 1mmune £ron1 deaty,

" - -
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ed. They

lived together snd in lster yesrs ggsve up thelr csmps sgnd hunting
grounds to the Ilndisns whom their lesder creeted from s mud imege,
herdened by fire snd cwoled by rein. The first men wes Wi'-ness,
end tis womenmmete Wes mede sfter him. ’

(L Weh=-Nom'=-Kot, sge dj\“ﬁu/k/- chuim- I\éﬁ

ndisn living in the

velley tells the Wuk-Chum~llee story of crestion. Wgh-Nom'-Kot ig

. . WO Fr» ac)'?" éy‘
known to her white nelghbors ss Ade I-Cho, whose eyes, berbuped—by
the exactng work of bus ked making
the _strein-6f plercing thousends—of root figers with e deer-bone

swl while meking-beskets, sre even now psylng their toll end

_ 1> ?Q‘N ¢«

Weh~Nom'=-Kot ; cwdgon « You cgn't
of p:arcwff efc

tell her thet the btedious work/\ is the csuse of her stlment) however,

She ssys it 1s becsuse g besket buyer took her beskets home eng
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In the beginning there wes only wster gnd s grest tree, snh osk
g ) J gre s s
: 5

Nz tree, where lived Tro'-Khud, the esgle. Tro'ﬁKhuq&ade the
LAY

_4
gnlmels, birds snd reptiles thet swem #gF. He sent duck down
e

neiled them to the well.

’F"!-!Euf-?,Zﬂ

into the murky weter to get mud to mske the esrth but Dyck feilegd

%
of

gnd elmost dfowned, gnd Eyrtle, efter g long struggle, returned to

in claws
the surfece slmost deed but clubtching some mud bernesth his forepews.

fﬁ:f“&"&-ﬁ.f

Tro'-Khud took the mud snd ground it in s ceremonisl morter with

;""&Eﬁwz‘;&w

-

seeds of the sél_epherd:s g’u:r»se palsnt. The mixture swelled until it
overflowed the morter. Then throwing it to the south, west, north
"end esst, he crested the esrth, completing his work on the evening
of the seventh dey. The weter retrested, leeving only the mountelrg
lekes end rivers. He tolq the tird snd snimel people thet some of
them would heve to stey sweke while others slept or the weher
would return, but gll the people went to sleep et one time end the
wegter came becke Then__e_a_sgle mg de the eeﬂ?h egein end told KilYo
the coyote, to keep ws;;h. T, et is why Ki-Yo howls eerly in the
morning. He ddden't went everyone to go to sleep st one time.

.

»
f
i

Somedegy when everyone goes to sleep, the weter will return,-‘u-he»dy
(3

:'“# { ~ii—, /Jéyﬂ f%

@{1’-3{9 end Oo'-0i, Rogdrunner, stole the first fire for -

s L{—K/JL
=4

&’:.’a’.&

the bird end snimel people from Wi'-Hess , the first men,-gimgmr )
’}a;fw?"??« R e, K1'-Yo crept up into the mountsins% Fiﬁg MAN:
C,AMP) grebbed e firebrend esnd sterted to run to the velley. IUBEPIF,rst

Mgn rgn efter him gnd Ki'=-Yo rsn fester, fenning the cosls to

flemes and the flsmes swept brck gnd scorfeched his tell which is

bleckened to this dey. Plrst mgn glmost csught Ki!-Yo snd then

Rogd Rynner seized the fire end sterted on down the mountasins. Fers &

lign celled up ¢ big rein snd Roed Runner-tw some of the fire

under the festhers on the side of his heed to keep the rsin

T
from outting'\oub Lhomixc, ren on down the mountsins end
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dropned exhsusted when he regched the velleydpmgf seved UERieEss
¢ féw spgrks which geve the bird snd snimel people thelr first
fire., Now Rood Runner hes & red spot on esch side of his heed wherm
the embers burned him.
a'nhen en lndign dles he goes to en Indisn heeven if he hss been
good. There 1s such s plece somewhebe fer ta the north so
esnother legend seyd snd the lest big Indien fendengo held in
the velley end ettended by we arlym In'diens Wr 2 when the
white men first beg% to settle Cgliformnie. It wes not s

wer gethering es the oioneers fesred but s council celled Lo

heer the story of on Indisn who 5&1 visited the lend of the
deed. s story vertfled)for the indisns et lesst, the exlstence

of e hap,ven)an"d e hell for thet metter too, end he wes not only
deluged with gifts but beceme 8 hero. It took him s full dey end
g night to ect out end tell of his edventures end en scorn mush
feest followed while the few velley settlers feerfully sweited

en expected Indiesn outbresk which of course feiled to meterielize.

The gethering wes the 19=tm for the velley tribesﬁf

lge=-Hgy=511, Lion or The Brave, lost his sweethesrt by deeth,
OGN anee RO y [le folgned desth snd ley in e stupor for six
deys snd six nights. On the seventh dey he opened his eyes just
gs the legend ssys deesd {ndlsns do snd welked north. He treveled
through the mountsins until he ceme to e deep gorge,spenned
by e nerrow rock bridge, EXEROMEEEEESA slippery v EEESmSwewss; | i)
sprey from g neerby weterfell. Three times he sterted ecross the
bridge end three times he turned beck, knowing thst if he slppped
he would fell for ell eternity into the bot tomless chesm, the
chesm where I dlens who eét:fe‘in life plunge efter desth. Bat finslly

he musteECd up his courege end crossed the bridge. He found s chene ed

world of green meedows, running streems full of fish, hillsides



&

thick with elmost teme deer snd elk, sntelope herds in the velleys
end tule-réed touses well stocked with food end hides. He entereg
the tule hut of his ®weethesrt to fing it full of wmiimiore beoskets.
But his sweethesrt knew he wes not desd snd hid him in ¢ lerge
besket so he would not te *EPRMAd  found end thrown Linto the
bottomless chessm. He dé::::ﬁej thet he couldndt touch his
sweetheert, thet he couldn't est the scorn mush or venison stew e
brought him, thet his srrows feiled to bring down one of the fat
deer grgzing on the hillsides)snd)almost felnt with hunger) he
recrossed the bridge. He slept for six dsys end seven nights, sweke ning
to return to his home where fhe told his story end where it wes
believed, becsgsuse did it not prove the legend of life after desth
the Indiens themselves knew so well? lleybe Wee=‘gy=-Sit, g smsll
kind of medicine man,hed teken one sip too nn?‘h f the Jimpson
weed root tes which medicine men psrtook of gt the Jimpson weed
cercmonigl dsnce end which geve them the power to see disesses on

common indisns end brush them of f with en eegld festher, SSAcEEm

ettended this dence. Syemens or medicine men q?y drenk the strong,
drug-like tee. Or mesybe it wes one drink too meny of llsnzanite

berry juice erich>when sllowed to ferment, geve the “old time

) with q whith ,opew

lhdien ¢ liquor Wh«es-@*potencyﬂhgs net boen spprosched in the modem
firewster now benned to him by lew.

d jLeers 2go, S0 goes g legend of the Wuk-f}hum-“ee gs told by
Weh-Nom'-iSot, the Yokuts besketry, smong the finest in the world,
Wes a%ﬁd without designs. It wes plein Wu{’munch gresgs for

the center core, strengthened by the split root of swemp gress.

Now beskets heve designs cerried out in red from the red bud berk,
peeled in Fc—:'ltxmm1":y‘j end ble ck from fern rootg..sosgked 'in sulphurw

springs . There gre no dyes used in Y okuts bssketry. Some of the



beskets require g yeer or moreto meske. The finer ones will hold
wegber. A few egre decorsted with queil top-nots , tufts of red
Plennel or besds. Besketry is CHEEER® becoming e lost ert, the
older women gre wmmesteddy possing on end few of the childggﬁi
educeted in the whi‘?e men's school hsve the pstience M
yeers of prectice o leern this exscting ert. Hords of cettle heve
so devpleted the bunch gress thet the few remsining besket mekers
scoub hillsides end river bottoms to find enough to mske the few
beskets they wesve eech summer. it tekes hours of work to prepere
the meterisls for the besket. The work is so fine thst in lester
yegrs meny of the weevers go blind. The old Indiens believe thet
if they do not lesve g tiny hole st ﬁhe bottom of the besket, it
R ——— /] P Y. dekmemebsrebpe. cimtLiss 0LD™
Eb:k in the dsy of the bird snd snimgl people, so the Indisn
besket design legend goes, Grey Lizgerd stole tOTNMA Tro'-Khud's
LTTLe sister
s, CHGRRSARARISEARISERSSRTRASSENERIIREST whon Doglo, the
brby gnd Lim=Ik, the Frgirie Felcon went 1nto the hills. Mountsin
I1on found Grey Lizflerd ghéddmmr on s lerge rock with the chilgd,
but when he tried to rescue the beby, éézj%rd selzed the chilgd,
ren into ¢ “ggmge crsck in the rock end then closed . Lion
jumped egeinst the rock but co:ldn't find s hole lerge enough %o
enter. His clsw merks cen still Be seen on the herd surf- ce.
dﬁhen TrosKhud end Lim=ik stertéd.out to hunt forééggle's - -=ani
gsister . The seerch led them t&u’c the whole velley gnd they’
knew thet they were on the right WBrell becsuse every once in W
they found g rock with g freshly peinted design on it. Flneglly
they ceme to e k@fe rock "8 vnd hecrd s child erying inside.
Grey Lizsrd ceme out end Lim-ik csught him by the tell but his
tell ceme of f end 1RO Grey Lizzerd ren beck into the rock.

- § o 1 |
Thet 1s why Grey Lizflerd s teil elweys comes off if you csteh
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him‘ by 1t . Thren Lim-Ik ste sou e strong medicine weed s, hit the rodk,
m‘it wide open}and gll the brskets which the little girl
hed bren msking left their design on the =ide of the cloven grenite .
They ere th-re to this dey, soma}blgoe in the hills end it is from
these pesinted rockga_,,the designs thet the bresket wesvers later

used in their srt, were secured, There sre over 20 different types
L

in g11 % - =
- e
(Yone of the Indisns knows/the meening of sny of the plectogrers

Found
whisa-ere on hundreds of rocks throughout the hills sl1

! )8

over Celifornis end the Sputtwest. None of them mue expleined in
the legends thet hsve come to 1light so fer, other then the
b-sket design story. This indlcctes thet sorme rsce undoubtedly

- myﬁf"g?rfﬂ#.f race M#}/ 4./.5'5
preceded the Yokuts in Centrel C.lifornie. This is-furthew

é.mxa grovnd

Pormwe oub g the gigentic pot-holes, three to six feet deep, which
ere found et only e certein elevetion in the ‘igh Slerrs, in proximity
to the Sequois G’Lganteei gnd et less then 20 locetions., SRR
For whet purpose did msn so long 2go meke the huge pot-holes
whih required yeers of tedlous lebor ? None of the old Indisns ko ws,
Me ir legends sey the holes were ther» when they ceme, left by the

bird end gnimgl people « It is cortein thet no Yokuts within the

sclaalihy e
pest 100 yeers hes beene ble to find e use for them. m

s‘)rp .D .
residue found st the bottom of seversl resultod in the -eieeEigis
/ﬁ/;zhgrfd unpvé/}ft.‘;?.e%
disc losure , w%hmﬂtgubueiwmsm, thet the metertel

wes volcenic eshe. There sppesrs to be o connection between the

rock peintings end the gilgnt pot-honles, both older than the e

le,gendsm. As fer gs the Yokuts =g sre concemed

PoSSibe
they were just pert of the esrth*ﬁ“. It is’\another cegse of

e rece, driven to other perts, b;{ some ec¢t of mother eerth.(P?i’AMf a
voleanic erveien loag belvre recevded hisYsry,
Wheneve r Ioi-Yuk, the whirlwind)eourries through the glsnt velley
ogks lete in the summer bringing down hglf-ripened scorns weiting

lete fell frosts, o0ld Indiens turn their hegds end shield thetir



|

eyes from the dust. They don't went to die es did seversl hundred
Ingdiens livin% glong the Aewea‘rslar1&r 3.;,63"‘)1h "ego.bes
LA young +ndien mohber, M

plyumd_e newly born beby in g brsket on top of g rock pille nesr

;tn-\-\-ﬁ%d-bpn settlement w. Sympgthetic members of

the tribe geve the child gcorn mush in two smell begskets. Gredusglly
Ml)‘\ d Yuic grev snd whenever gnyone refused to give him food, he blew,

the dust whirled eround the offender like & whirlwind end he

sickened snd died. The Indiens grew frightened snd sll refused to

go nerr the rocks end leeve food,«=g 11 died. Then Lb&-Yuk

diseppecred. Yeers lgter Indiens noticed thet whenever g whirlwind

blew eraind the rock, it left smell pot-like holes in the fece

of the rock. 28 You cen see them there now gnd when g whiriwind

shekes sn ogk btree, it is & sign thet [OSWB- Moi-Yuk is still sngry

becesuse the +ndiens refused




