Story of vames H. Wilbur as the
Yakima Indian “gent at Fort Simcoe

Told by
George W, Olney, a member of the Yakima tribe: June, 1951

Mr. 8e6p Wilbur was known to Indians and whites as Father VYilbur
at the time he was the Indian agent. Mr. Wilbur was Indian agent here
at “ort Simcoe fran 1866 to 1882.

Wilbur first came to Ft, Simcoe as the first Indian school
teacher under the first agent that was appointed by the U.S. government,
he WaSm==w- Mro Bancroft. Fort Simcoe was turned over to the Indian
department by the war department as I understand an officer stationed
at the Fort was in charge of the Indians up to the time Sancroft

took the agency. “ancroft was dismissed and then father Wilbur was
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appointed as the secord agent in laéﬁ’and served for 16 years.

Father Wilbur and Yathan Olney got acquainted in %he Balles, Oree .-

James H. Wijlbur was said tobe the first city police of The Dalles,
Ore. bathan Olney was the first sheriff of <*he Palles, Ore.and when
Viflbur became school teacher, at the fort, he induced Nathan to comse
to the Yakima country and take up a homestead. Nathan Olney came
over about the year 1865 amd settled on the “htanum creek. .

When Nathan Olney died ebout the year 1867 Mr. Wilbur, then agent,
had a coffin made for the body, brought Nathan Olneéstgoigé Fort and
had him buried at the east of the Fort Simco(copy) about one quarter
of a mile fram the bulldings.

An emigrant family , shortly after that, In crossing the “oppenish
creek ford--a woman and 2 of her children vecre drownéd';nd Father
Wilbur had them buried alongside of Nathan Olne'y.li ‘he names unknown
to me, graves unmarked. Ihe only name I remember is of the ox team
driver of the emigrant family, Mr. ®shley.

The names of this woman and her two children may be in Yather

“ilbur's files at the Yakima agency(Indian) at ‘oppenish,



hen I was about eight years' old I stayed at f"ather Wilbur'ts
Q02608 home, "_“he house that was buillt for thea gents to live in, a
modern building, made of lumber the was milled end framed, ready to
put tpgether in the state of Maine aml shipped eround the Horn and
hauled Ly wagon, I believe, fra “storia, Oregon (I don't know how
but was told it was)

hen l"zf\ther Yilbur made trips to The Palles he used to take me
along as his interpreter @s he would mset Indians on these trips.

Fatﬁéf Wilour was also a arresting officer before there was a U,S.
mafshal eppointed here. He used to arrest bootleggers arm place
them in hs jail. One of the blockhouses was used as a jail at that
time. He went as far as an Indian camp near Mount St Heleln'a, they
picked huckleverries, horse raced and gembled. Yather Wilbur did
not allow gambling ard lorse raeing, also drinking intoxicants on
the res rvatlan so the Yakima Indians would go to this camping
ground on a preirie aml away from Father Yilbur's uvresence.

The bootleggers would take fuhisky to this camp and trade for money
and horses. Some Indians reported this o Father Wilbur so he toolk
his saddie harse named Calico, a big horse with spots on, thus the
ngme Ualico. |

t‘he two Indians that camo to Wilbur with the news of the b oote
leggers went with Yather Wilbur and led 4 horses » 88 they were
four of the men bootlesgings. 'he Indians told that these men would
be back to tte Indlan camp on & certain dey again with more whisky 0
sell. The name of this huckleberry camp is Chequesh.

He arrested these boobleggers and took them to Fort Simcoe and
put them in jail, had ball and chain put on them, then made them
work out thelr {ines by @rupBimg out oak trees, clea ing the
.+ land for farming. They raised grain on this land after it was

claared; These men sawed the oak wood for fuele
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ffter IFather Wilbur converted them to the faith of the WMethodist
church he took theball am chalns off of them and took them to church
on Sundays. “fter that e trusted them and they were free to work
without guard orimll end chains Iater he released them, hauled
them to The Dalles, Opegon and they went their way.

He builg thebfirst saw mill run by waterpower, also a grist mlll
to grind theI,dians! wheat Into flow on the Simcoe creek in Simeoe
valley., The saw riill was not sufficient to get out lumber fast en-
ough t0 build houses for the Indians soke bought a steam engine and
put up a sawnill on HMill creek, the creek named after the mill
was bullte

He' got a white man to train Indians to run the sawnill, %hen they

learned to run the mill the Indians t ok over. “harley Barnaby, a
jpalf blood, b ccame the engineer, Hampton Lumley, Lankester Spencer (copy)
Wilbur Spencer were the mmin operators. Loveless waa the name of
the white manthat taught the Indimns to operate the saw m:L,il.

The {irsi savmill that was built on S8imcoe creek, run by
water powsr was the olid type .Qrosa cut saws were up and dowm and slow
when water got low it would have to stop operationge *he later one
with steam; run circular saws, Tpe other one used what was known
as whip saws.

The Indian name fe the oreek where the saw mill was last set up
is o was lla Nu Na Nuge |

Father “ilbur would go to slee how his Indian boys were getting
along with their work, often taking & hand in the sawlng and hanciling
of the lumber, +he first lumber from the Simcoe whip saw mill
Father Wilbur built a church in Simcoe valley near Yesmowit's home,
anothor chweh at Tup Uah, now White Swan, later he gave these two

0ld churches, one to Yesmowit, the other ore to Joseph Stwire.
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(then our head chief) His Indian name was Yhite Swan, Tupuch was
changed to Stwirevillo, then when #.C. Coburn bought the Joseph
Stwire allotment and layed 1t out into & townsite, he named it |

Woite Bwan after our late chiefs "nite Swan was & nick name. *his name
he got because he wore a cap made of white swan feathers.

*he next church he bullt with the lumber from the mill on K1l
creock, was by a (carpenter teacher) Father "ilbur had to learn
Indians carpenter itmade. lljller and his pupils built the big church
in 1879 at Stwireville. e, Yather Wilbur, trained young Indians to
be ministers. One was & full brother to Joe Stwire but had different
names, he wis “earge Vaterss #1so Yhomas Pearne and Coke Helm, they
are all dead now, They also browght many Indians into the faith.
Father Wilbur preached every Sunday and he bullt houses for ¢ he
ghurch merbers first, so to @t & house bullt the Indians joined
churche I do not ‘remember the time but he had bullt a church on
the lower Satqs for the Shusters, Iy was too far for them to come
to Stwirevills churche

Only the Methodist members of Wilbur church got houses, Many
-white people came to Fort Simcos to a big camp meetings with the
Indians every year, dboubtthe first of July and would stéy till after
the Fourth of July. “hey would also celebrate the Fourth before
reburning to Klicki tat as most of them came fram there. Yather Pilbwr
would bubcher cattle, sheep and hogs and furnishwegetables fram the
agency garden. Yeef and other mpats were issued to all visitors to
the camp meeting, Indians and whitoa alike, lany were converted to
the faith at these camp meetings. Tents and fuel were furnished, also
fres, to visitarse Klickitat poople hegd.a long jo rney over the

mountaing on the old military road wh ch was rough aml very steep*iR
they had to tle ydung trees wiith the branches on to hold
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the wagons on theso gteep places, especially on the dug hill as they
called ite Harness bn those days had no breoching, breaks could not
hold wagms on thils Dug hill, “his road was uased &4BB till about 1900
or even latore

Father Wilbur had a herd of weathers(sheep) at the Fort |
agency to butchor far the schools “hen he butchered the last shéep he
did not get any more, He had a large bunch of Cpester White hogs
running ar aird everywhere at the £ arte "fhe'y would slee;ﬁ under the
block houses. The big crickets were plentiful then and hogs would live
on them in season besides the roots ami acorns from the big oak trees
thereas “hB hogs were fed grain raised on the agency farm to fatteh
thems In the late fall they wore butchered for ia ;:on and hams. He hed
a asmoke house. John Hadley was the egency fmimer and he did the curing
of the pork for bacon and lams. He had & blacksmith shop, carpenter
shop, harness shop, llany indians learned their trades at theso shopse
They made wagona, bobsleds for winter hauling as wagons were out of
the question in snow, fob sleighs were used it haul logs to mill and
cord wood to the agencye '

Mty brother, Yrank 0Olney learned the wheelright trade mﬂez’ &
white teacher. le shaped the woodwork for Wagons'and sleds, “be Lincoln,
a half blood anl brother-inelaw was learning the blackamith trade
and put the iron on the wagon geers, *_’aniel Yoon learned the harnoss
making trade end built harness. #11 these things were issued to the
Indians, Food was issued to old Indians, annunities like cloth, blankets,
clothing was issued to sll Indlans free. he blacksmith made plows
out of sheet stesel and bmaces and suparts %?{supports) on the wood
work was made by these Indians. Many other steol tools weremade at the
blacksmith shop ani handles and wood v}ork by the carpenter shop boys.
431 planing of wood was dome by hand like doors, casings for doors
and windows. Moat of the young men were full blood Indiang, Daniel

f’oon was a full blood and an excellent harness maker. “e also repaired



shoes far Indians,

The Irdians learned to till the soil arnd raise food under Wilbur.
Father Vilbur went to see his wards and if they were idle he put them
to worke He warld hold the plow, drive the team to show them how it
was dones Whon leaving his man he would tell him now you have so
much of this work done, or else, They all minded the Yather.

He was a strong man with a strong character. He was kind to all and
rough when he encountered a rough man. Some times he had to deal with
tough white men,

He established the govermment hay ranches . One is northwest of
"hite Swan. The big cattle ranch was on tho north side of lower
Toppenish creek, vas fenced in with boards from thé milles It wes one
mile wide ard 8 ix m les longe Hay was out and stacked for feedings
It was wild hay which grew abundantly thens :hese hay ranches were
gbandoned and werc alloted to Indians later,

Indians that wented & start in the cattle business Wilbur gave
them work on the many agency farms amd he paid them in cattle 2
branded ID for Ipdian department(check letter looks like I,.D.'is)
Father "ilbur was & good friend of mine. He was #i0 one that merried
us, Betsy Yesmowit and me, 1n July, 1881 « On his last trip here
he visited my wife and I and had dinner with use “bout the year 1883
he bade us goodw~bye for the last timee

I"aﬁher Milbur was the finost man and friend I ever had, He done
miéch for us Indians, morally and financially, He was a fast friend of
my late father, llathan Oiney.

I write this from my memories of him. I am 88 years old now,

Dedscated to a good man, James H, Wilbur,

Signed Yearge W, Olney

Uritten this dey June 1, 1951,



uiscellaneous liotes on Father ¥Wilbuy for choeokings

s the tine of sotadblishing Port Yimgos K,H, Loundd:le was
gonepral owperintandent loecatod et Tho Dallaé, eMabs Bancroft become
the firat residont agent; md thet was in 186%s In 1861 James He
Wi 1bue becong suporirtendont of schooloy It 16 gerierally sdid that/ thve
wes much graf't ard dishoneaty in thwe firat sheopt admi.q;b&'&timm “o
6 man lile Father Wilbur anybhing sheb of complste :msaef!;'T tude was
80 obpnoriouy that he tmd m hesitation in rﬁkiw his senbimonts know.
%o rosult ws thathe was :fﬂ.md: ao suporintendent of ‘Jzoh olge

splie wont to Washington, laid the whole case befare Fresident
Lincoln and Ald 1t with suche ffect that he retuwrred with & camission
as agent in his pocliets 48t wan in 1864e-sesass-upon retirencnt
of ‘ather ¥ lbur in 1684 aeelaboryof Yakua Yalley, Yol 1 pps 540-641.
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Office Yakime ‘ndisn Ageney, Vashington :‘orz*itor:{ » ,’ *‘\ort Simeos ,

duguet 10, 1871 1 -\\
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8ips I bave i honor (o subnlt the iollowing report w.\ieh cwing

to e shart time sincs I resuned my dutic as agent m;;ri not be
as full as night bo desirods _ [ *-\

I entorod the Indian sorvice first as superintendent of teaching

in the fall of 1060, and as Ipdiam agent in 10844¢p..- would as soon

put 88% wolves anorng csheep or rattleanaleg amorf_-. childran és

has beon the great point at which Ihave aimd ‘\
essWnon I contrast the conditiom of the Indlans of this ag}{\my
with what they were eleven years ego when I first camo among \:hem

imnoral men apon an Indilana gencys Boformation of naral chr actep

I £fimd the reusult of my labors a perfect justification of my [\
\

thoowry in A9 respect Lo the posoibllity of giving to the Irg 1ap

race the comfetsa nl rospectabiiity of civilized life, ¥ron {ho’

time I took charge as ament in 1864 to the day of my suspendglon and
turning over to Lisutenant J.0i. Snith, Soptomber, 1869, all T&ncﬁeﬂ
. b
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