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Sketch XXVITII

(Published JAugust 22nd, 1878)
FYrom the arrival of the archbishop to the sad event which put the
Catholic missions of Oregon upon the brink of their ruin, there were but
few festivities and re joicings in the archdiocese,especially at St,
Paul. jhe presence of the archbishop in the church on his throne with
eplscopal insignias,surrounded by an numerous clergy, the beauty of the
chant,music ard solemnity of the se vice,were drawing the faithful who
could not weary of contemplating the beauties of God's home.

On Sundays, 4ug. 29th amd Sept. 5th the a rchbishop mounted the pulpit
and gave some details of his journey{to Europe) On the 3rd Sunday he
administered the sacrament of Confirmm tion to a large number of peisons,
On the 4th Sunday he made an ordim tion, raising deacon Jayol to the
priesthood. Cn the 5th Sunday he gave confirmation at Vancouver. On the
6th,7th and 8th Sundays he was at st.Francis Xavier's mission of Cowlitz,
where he remained two weeks and whidch then contained 25 families ar
186 souls of whom 130 were adults and 56 children and 74 communicants. He
confirmed there 50 persms , celdrated high Mass on the 2nd and 3rd
Sundays . ‘he offices in the morning and af ternoon weremade solemn by the

plain chant and the singing of French i pressive hymns by the two choirs
of men and women. He witnessed once more the successful efforts of t he

two fir st missionaies in teaching in the French mission, the first
verse of a large number of Frenchhymns which were sung on Sundays and
week days, by the whites as wella s by the Iédians in paddling their
canoce s,

“hile the archbishop was on the sca sailing for his archdiocese the
bishop of "alla Walla who was coneecrated on September 27th, 1846 left
Montreal for gt.Louis March 23rd, 1847. Commencing fram there a journey
of five months in wagon on the plains he resched Fort Yalla walla on

Sept. 5th, scven days after the arrival of the archbishop f80 at St,

Paul. He was accompanied by nine persms, viz; F;ur fathers, OMI of
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Marseilles amd two lay brothers, and two secular priests, Rev. Father
Brouilket, vicar general of "alla Yalla amd fousseau and Wm. Leclaire,
a deacon. He was heartily received by the commandént of the fort, Mr.
Mcfjean and family who were Catholics and treated with his clergy with
great at tention and respecte. .

ij the arrivals from France and Cangda the ecclesiastical FProvince
of Oregm U].ty possessed in the fall of 1847 3 bishops, 14 Jesuit
Ftattl::mex_ﬂs, 4 Oblate iathers of MI, 13 secular prisests including T.
Measplie, ordained in May, 1850; 13 sisters and two houses of education.

The archbishop wtarted with then priests, including T. Mesplie, two
Jesuit fathers at St. Ignatius' residence, 13 sisters and two educational
houses. The bishop of %“alls Walla was starting with 3 secular priests,

including a deacon, 4 Oblate fathers of MI and 12 Jesuit fathers at the
Kocky Mountains. The bishop of Vancouver Island had not even one priest
to accompany him to ;ictoria. Such was the situation on the eve of &
most eminent danger.

‘he whole mission of Ore gon comprising the t hree sees was divided in
eight districts. To the #ee of Vancouver lgland were attached the districts
of New Caledonia ard Prince “harlotte Island; to the see af Oregon City
was attached the district of Nisqually; to the see of “alla Walla ware
~attached the districts of Colville a nd Fort Hall. 0, the latter occasio
June 29th, 1853, at tle recommendat ion of the 1 Pienary Council of
Baltimore,held in 1852, the C _lumbia river and parallel 46 became
theline of division betw en the diocese of (regon City and Nisqually,
from the Yacific to the Rocky Mountains.,

The t hr e sees and ’che. districts a ttached to them contained numerous
tribes of Indians who had been visited several times by the Catholic
missionaries and converted, in gread part, to the Catholic failth; they
were calldidg for priests since 1838. :he time B d arrived to %ee their
drnest desires accomplished.:his was tob e the case with the Cayuses

living on the Umatilla, their camp being 30 mile: from another Uayuse
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camp situated on the Walla Walla a few miles from the fort. ‘he f irst
camp was Catholic at heart and the ¥ chief, Tamatowe, offered a home to
the bishope.

The diocese of Yalla Walla had this specialty, that it had already
three Presbyterian missions; one at Wailatpu on the Walla Walla among
the Cayuse mentioned agbove, established in 1836 by Pr. Whitman; another

at Lapwai, on the Clearwater six days' journey from Fort Walla Walla,
established in 1836 among the Nez Perces by Minister Spalding; and the
last established by Mr. fells among the Spokanes. Hence the trouble, the
bishop being regarded as an intruder.

The objéct of the fathers 0.M.I. being the evangelization of the Indians
they left Wiglla Walla with Father Ricard, their superior, early in October
to go and found a mission among the I dians of Yakima. The bishop of Walla
Walla left the fort, with his clergy, for the Catholic camp of the Cayuses
on October 27th, and reached the place the same day, a Saturday.

The arrival of the bishop of Yalla Walla with his clergy to the fort
was a thunderbolt to the Presbyterian ministers, especially to Dr. Whitman,
He wounded to the heart by it. He could not refrain from expressing his
great dissatisfaction, saying he would do all in his power to thwart the
bishop. Such was the situation of affairs and the prospect of the bishop
and Synday, Nov., 28th, the eve of the terrible tragedy which brought
the Catholic Mission and its estdablishment in Oregon upon the brink of
its ruin; for at the sight of the good already done and to be done by the
army of the zealous missionaries (pp 63) just arrived, the devil shaking
with anger and rage resolved to make his last efforts to utterly ruin

the Catholic clergy on this Coast; hence the terrible drama.

The murder of Dr. Whitman and wife.,

The emigration of 1847 had brought dysentery and measles among the
Protestant camp. 197 had succumbed to the epidemic. The Indians already
much displeased with their teacher, Dr. Whitman, for his lack of good
faith and fidelity in his promises, suspected him of poisoning theme
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They were confirmed iIn their suspicion by the report of a certain half -
breed of the place called Joseph Lewis, raised in the Hastern States,
who said: "He kad heard at night Dr. Whnitman , his wife amd minister
Spalding spesking on the necessity of killing them in arder to seize
their lands;" and adding,"If you don't kill them, you will be all dead by
next springe." Thereupon the death of Vp, whitman was resolved,

On Sunday the 28th six other Indians were buried. On Mgonday the 29th,
1847, after having buried three other of t heir brethren, a certain number
of them went to Dr. Whitman's establishment about 2 or 5 pm and entered
his yard, carrying weapons concealed under their blankets, while the few
men were busy, they began their work of destruction by butchering the
doctor, his wife and eight other Americans that daye

On @uesday,Nov. 30th the vicar general having to go and baptize some
gick children at the Protestant Cayuse Camp according to promise, he
startsd and arrived there at 7 :pem. lhere it was that he heard of the
atrocious drams. He passed the whole night awake. On the morning of Dec.
lst, after baptizing the children, he went to the dreadful place of the
massacre, consoled the women kept in the doctor's house,washed the bodles
and buried them with theassistance of a Frenchman called Stanfield, who

had been spared; and all that in the presence of the murderers; and
going once more to console the wamen, he started in haste in order to
meet and save Spalding's life who was coming on that day from the Cayuse
camp to the doctor's house.

Sketch XXIX
(Puyblished #ugust 29th, 1878)

Father Brouillet was mmich paired when, in starting he saw one of the
murderers following him with his interpreter who was an Indian. He had
barely made three miles when he observed minister Spalding coming in
and who at once called for news. ‘he vicar general'hesisates, the minister
urges him; the vicar general evades his question and keeps an animated

conversation with the interpreter and murderer. He begs for mercy for
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the life of the minister; the murderer hesitates and says at last he
must go and consult his friends, ami f orthwith starts at full gallop.
The Father Brouillet reveals to Mp. bp&\l(iiing the ha rors of the slaughter
the subject of his conversation with the murderer, the object of his
running back, and recomiends him to take a determination at once, if he
wishes to save hls life, as the murderer will soon return. Mr. ®palding
is struck with terror; hef\ utters sad lamentations, asks many questions
and knows not what to m upon . He asks far and receives prowisions,
and Father Bruuillet leaves him still talking with the interpreter. %t
last he rushes to the f orest at dusk in the evening. The vigar general
had scarcely made a few mile when he heard the racing trot of horses;
they were three men,who gave went to their great displeasure when they
did not see wr. bpalding. Fromtha.t day the life of Father Brouillet was
not safe from dar;ger. He was held responsible for the escape of t he
minister. T hat night he also passed without sleep.

On Thursday, December 2nd, he reached the young chief lomatowe!s camp
early. On learing the atrocious deed,the bishop and clergy and the
whole camp was struck with consternation. # few days after an express
arrived from Yalla Walla, informing the bishop that his life and the
lives of the priests were in danger, on the part of ¢ ertain number of
Indians who could not forgive Father Brouilet for having deprived them
of the chance of adding another victim to the ten first ones. o;' the 3rd
the bishopa assembled the chiefs, expressed the deep pain ard sorrow
he felt at the enormous crime, armd recommended them earnestly to
use their influence in order to saws t he widows ard orphans., The
chiefs answered th&t they had no hand in the massacre. # few days later
8 young man who stayed in the doctor's mill, 20 miles distant, was also
killed; the rest af@0 had the chance to escape. On the 10th s the two
Sick men who were spared on the day of ecterination, were drawn from
- their beds and cruelly massacred. On the 11lth, one ofthe captives was sarrded

away to the tent of the Chiefs,
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On December 16th the bishopreceived a letter dated 10th from Mr.
bpalding relating the hardships of ris six days traveling only at night,
partly on foot, begging him to tell the I;dians that the Amerilcans would
not make war nor come for revenge, and to send his letter to the governor,
“n Vecember 20th the great aml subalte n chiefs repaired to t he bishop's
house to hold & council before him and his clergy, in which after a
long talk and deliberations , a manifesto was drawn and given tothe bishop
to be send to the governor with a letter f ram him.The bishop availed
himself of the occasion to recommerd mnce more amd earnestly that t hey
who had curried away same of the captives to return them without delay.

“s soon as the tidings of the Wailatpu massacre had reached Fort
Vancouver, chi f factor Ogden, knowing the impartance of prompt action
started wi thout delay to come to the help andrescue of the ¢c aptivess.

On reathing Fort “alla Walla m J:‘ecember 19th,he sent an express to notify
all the chiefs to come and assemble at the fort. O, & first invitation
the bishop begged to b excused; on a second he came down with his clergy.
The assembly took place on Dec. 23, Chief factor Ogden strongly
deprecated the harrible massacre, t hrew the blame on the chisfs for not
restraining the young men, ard 8aid he did not come on the part of the
Americans, but only on the part of t he Hudson Bay Company; he would not
promise peace, but woull employ his influence to obtain it; that he had
comé to rescue the prisoners, and expected he had not come in vain,
The chiefs anawered him that in consideration of his age, white hairs
ard the assurance that he was unable to deceive the (sic) they would grant
his request, the Nez Perces chiafs consented also to release Mr.
Spalding, his family and other #meric:ns held as hostagese

On Yecember 29th the mrisoners of Wailatpu, 51 in all, arrivedon
Jan. 1st, 1848, under an escort of 50 warriors. A high price was paid
for t he captives. The following day was @ixed for the siBB&EB8AR departure,
now most urgent ona ccount of the strange rumors which circulated among

the Indians, t hat the #mericans were at the Dalles, c oming to take a
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a revenge, which rumors might in a moment make the Indians change their
minds and try to Ikeep the prisoners as hostages. The bishop accepted a
passage on the boats; he was accamnpanied by Father tousseau, aad by ¥n,
Ricard, OMI. Ir'1 spite of allthe diligence by chief factor Ogden, the
boats ventured into the stream at 2 pem. just in time to escape the 50
cayuse warriors who arrived scarcely an hour afterwards to kill Mr.
Spalding and no doubt to keep the others as hostages.

4% the Balle s?minister opalding showed the true spirit which anima\ted
him towards the Indians, guite difierent from that expressed in his letéer
to the bishop of Walla Walla, in urging Major Lee to go in haste in order

to take t hem by surprise; and in haste(in arder to) designing to

Major Magons those wh o deserved death, with the exception of five or

six to be spared. ‘pe boats reached Fort Vancouver on January 8th. O
the 10th chief factor Ogden delivered the prisoners to the governor at
opregon City with the letter of Mr. Ppalding to the bishop, the manifesto
of the chiefs accompanied by the bishop's letter to the governor. the
editors of the Oregon bpectator would publish a part of Mr. 'Spalding's
letter, but Mr. Ogden saying “must publish all or nothinge" They
consented Wit with much repug;ance. On Jan. 15th the bishop of Viglla Wadla
after hard trials snd imminent danger arrived safe at St.Paul, the
residence of tW® his brother, the archbishop of Oregon 'City.

After the bishop's departure vicar general Prouillet left Fort Walla
Wglla and returned toUpmatilla with Fr. Leclaire. He remained there
till 1“ebJ:'uzary 20th, in the midst of t housamds of rumors of troops at
the Dalles, of battles and of villages being burnt. He had promised the
Cayuses of his mi:ssion to remain with than as long as peace woulll lastp
so he did, in spite of many dangers on the part of both the Indians and
the “mericans. The first fight with the Americans having taken place on

Feb. 19th, he thought he was disengagedf ram his word and left the

following day for Fort Walla Walla.But the I,dians were so displeased
with his departure that they plurdered his house and set it on fire.
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dnd as the commissioners called by the chiefs to treat on peace were

leaving on March 13th, he avai ed hi self of the occasion to go down wtth

his companion. He was accompanied by Yathers Chirouse, Pandosy and others )l/
of the Yakima mission, all going to St. of Willamette. (sic)

Effects of the murder and war upon the Catholic and Protestant Missions,

‘he murder of Dr. Whitman and others had the effect of bringing in
imminent danger the lives of the bishop and his clergy. thew ar which
followed brought t he Cayuse mission to an end only for a short time, for
a few months later, the Uayuses of Umatllla recalled their priests;
end the bishop started from 'ancower, June 4th, 1848, tomturn to his—
diocese. He reached the Dall;s on June 1lOth, and being forbidden to go
further byMr. lee, the superintendent of I dian affairs, he fixed his
residence there and began a misdion at the Dalles, which was a part of
his diocese. The Oplate Fathers retum ed unmolested to their Vakima
mission, about the same time. Very different were the effects of the
murder amd war upon the Presbyterian missions of Wailatpu, Lapwai and
Spokane. They hsgtn;S%EAians recalled their ministers (sic) but none
of them were safe there. Khowing this ministers Eells and "alker hastened
to leave theilr Spokane mission at the beginning of the war and under a
strong escorte

Plack Ingratitude and Infamous Calumnies oflMr. Spaldinge

‘he Catholic “jurches in Danger fnh Lower Oregon. ® Petitio . to the
Legislature #gainst the Ppissts, .

The loss of the ministers and their friends was too great not to be
deeply felt. To their grief succeeded fits of anger which they dischar ged
upon the bishop and his clergy. Mr. ®palding, closing his soul to all

the noble sentiments of gratitude, and forgetting all his duties
accused the bishop and his clergy of having been the instigators of the
herible massacre. He published in the OTegon American of 1848 an
ineccorect history of it, containing 16 calumnious charges., iather

5rouillet, in giving a tree history of the massacre, r efuted the
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charges in a pamphlet of 107 pages, published by Freeman's Journal in
1853 ard republished by the Catholic Sentinel in 1869. But the orally
malicious charge of the minister from the beginning had already produced
the evil fruits of deep and fatal impressions; and the excitement became
so great that the volunteers in starting said that their first shots woudd
be for the bishop and his priests; and that, for s everal months, the
Catholic Churches and e stablishments in the Willamette valley were in
the greatest danger of being burned downe Byt n ot satisfied with that,
the ministers became jealous in sesing the Jgsuit Fathers safe and quiet
among the Indians of the Rocky Mountains, the Oplate Fathers returning
to their mission at Yakima and t he bishop attending the prayers of the
Umatilla Indians, on his way for that mission, while they could
not return. This being too much, they conceived the plan of a petition
to be drawn up and largely signed, repeating the infamous charges, and to
be sent to the legislature. It was pre ented, but by that time the good
common sense of the people had made them right; two-thirds of the
legislature voe d against, it, amd the o ficers of the army, t heir soldiers
and volunteers, became better acqualnted with the true facts on reaching
the seat of war, did hommage to the truth in acknowledging the hono‘rable
and loyal conduct of the bishop and his clergye.
Sketch XXX
(Published September 5th, 1878)

Father Brouillet's Pamphlet in 1848, 1857, 1869 and 187,
Charges renew d in 1869 and 1871 ard answered in 1872,

To those who wread Father Brouillet's pamphlet written in
1848 and published in 18535, and who desire to k now its contents, we
give the title of its five chapters, viz:

1-'he r emote and immediate causes which led to the Whitman massacre.

2=Documentary evidence proving the fore-going assertion.

3-teview oftthe evidence adduced int he foregoing chapters

4-Journal of the principal esvents thse occurred in the Walla Walls
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?ishop A.M.A, Blanchet
dugustin Magloire Alexandre Blanchet ,brother of the preceding, first
Bishop of Yalla Walla and Nisqually, state of Washington, U.S.A. was
born #August 22nd, 1879, on his father's farm mear the village of
St. Pierre,Riviere du Sud, Canada. #fter attending the village school
for three years, he was sent to %uebec with his father, Francois Norbert,
to study for the priesthood. “e was ordained June 3rd, 1821, After a
year as assistant pastor at St. Yervais he was sent as missionary to
the Isles de la Madeleine ard later to Uape Breton Island. He gave four
years of mIPOHOU minisgry to the Lzulf province. ‘hen he was recalled to
the V¥icariate #postolic of Montreal, ard was successfvely pastor of
four parishes, in one of which he was the successor of his elder brother.
In 1846 while a canon of the Mpontreal cathedral, he was appointed
bishop of the new diocese of “alla ¥glla in what is now the Statedf
Washington. He was comsecrated Sept. 27th, 1846, while the following
spring he set out overland for his distant see with one priest,
Rove J.B.A. Brouillet and two students. At Pittsburgh he declared his
intention to become a citizen of the United ®tates. At St.Louis hae
party was increased by Father Ricard, two deacons and brother Blanchet
all members of the Order of Mary Iﬁmaculate.:Fort valla Walla was
reached on Sept. 5th, 1847. ‘he bishop located at the Dalles and thence
multiplied his apostolic labors throughout the Bast territory under
his care, He was full of zeal. He established missions, built churches,
founded academies ard colle;ges; he started schools for the deians,
he begged for priests in Canada and abroad and he obtained sisters for
hospitals and other institutions.
In 1850,the see of Walla Walla was suppressed amd that of Nisqually
erected in its stead,with headquarters at Fort Vancouver. 1 1852 he

B

attended the f irst plenary council of “altimore, but on account of

Infirmities he wasungble to attend that of the vatican. In 1879

tr

giter 32 ye:rs of arduous labor in “ashington he resigned his see



aml w as named titular bishop of Ipora. He spent his last eight years
iin prayer amd suffering. His peaceful death which occurred Feb. 25th
1887 was a fitting c lose for his 1life of sgcrifice. He is rewsr 4 as
the 4postole of “ashington.

Bishop Modeste Dé'mers

Modeste Demers , the Apostle of _british Columbia, was born
at St. Nicholas, “uebec, o Oct. 1l1th, 1809. His father, Michel Demers and
his mother, Rgsalie Foucher were two worthy representatives of the French
Canadian farmer class. Endowed with e delicate conscilence and a distinctly
religious disposition, young Demers resolved to enter the ecclestastical
state and studied first privatelyand then at the Quebec seminary. He was
ordained on Yeb. 7th, 1835, by bishop Signay and after 14 months
passed as assistant priest at Troim-Pistoles, he voluntdered for t he
far-of f mission of Oregon where the white population made up mostly
of French Cangdian employees of the Hudson bay company was clamoring
for the ministrationsof a priest. Having crossed the #merican continent
in company of vicar general F.N. Blanchet, he reached.“alla Walla
Nov. 18th, 1838 aml immediately applied hi iself to t he cared the
lowliest, that is, the I _dian tribes which were then very numerous.

He studied QA their language, preaching catechizing the adults and
baptizing the children. H s apostolic zeale ven led him on along

the coast of British Columbia and in 1842 he proceeded imgldnd as far
north as Stuart Lanke, evangelizing as he went all the interior tribes
of that Province.

His campanyon, the vicar general, having b een elevated to the episcopate,
Yather Demers hadto submit to what he considered a burden beyond his
strength. He was consecrated bishop on Nov. 30th, 1847 and appointed
to the spiritual care of Vancouver island, making \iictoria his
headquarters. #s a bishop he continued his work among the Indians

though he soon had to five his best attention to the rough and

cosmppolotian element which now formed his white flocke



