Laure D, wilclk, Literary #genoy, Rov, 21,1958
14647 Dickens “trest,
Shermsn Osks, Calilf,

Bear Brs, Ejliott:

Thank you for your very good letter which the post offloe,
through no fault of your's, trenaported first to "Arlington." flad you liked
the apples and hope they have helped you cure the sore throat.

There are some 15,000 carloads of apples ln the Yakima Valley, besides
Indians, asp-le knockers, taverns and a couple of "eapger beavers,

1 am sure Miss Bhore concurs with your opinlions. She's smart the way, or
she wouldn't be my collaborator. Ané we don't give up easily. “o if you
can patiently aoawar miflw questions, and sithout fesr on your pa t of
influencing us along any o annels that we would ever gay chas«d ue up dead end
roads, I am aure things can bLe worked out.

1-About the Lonely Road, The other material became "interwoven" s @8 I
wrote origlnally, becaude we were heading for the paper back original mkt,
Then, although 1 got fine help from the collaporator, lt seemed I was
getting into something to doep, and 1t was a way out.”

Orizipally ¥he Lonely Hoad started out as a series of storlies with

the same sordld theme.
¥ihat would be your reaction to virthally el iminating the nrofessor and

Terl “nn, completely eliminating them. Seep the first chapter--the
intreoduotion~-~in the same vein andi then trest the characters distinotly
shapter by chapter s¢ they would virtually stand on their own, Only one
character would run theuzh the entlire book, Yteve, the burtender, plus
necessary references to others. The timing would be the same, by the
hour or half hour, Thething thet bothers me, would it be strong enough
to stend on the writing « thout a genersl plot, Could it sbtand on 1ts _theme,
a do we have to have a finel chapter wibh & smesh" sma¥mx ending. It's
mt & plotted story running to & set formula, it i3 a study of peonle and
their thoughts and emotiona,

in my mind as has been, a bell, that has been a round in many forms
In many® w era and many places. It 8 pretty deep writing, bul in the finel
chapter the bell sould find itself "looking down" on people of a different
age w th no different problems in their minds snd hearis than those of
the past.

Should The Lonesome fad, in the ultimate, be a series of short stories
with a besinning and closing chapterg

1f it works ot thet way, I would be agrecsble to submtiing my neme
on the title page and I am sure that would be agreeable with M 58 ~hore,
Yhe would use her name, or Jo Curtis on her irodustion.



I have encourazed her to use Jo Ann Shors, and I think thd# would be
better even then Jo?

It was her reticence to being linked wikh candid expressions of"sex"
that led to complicetions, She Just isn't trained" in those matters and
doesn't intend te undergo "training." That's where I haw had to help out
and pleese don 't thirk I'm a professional but L try to be observant etc.,

Question ¥op, 2-~Should her production of college life,which needs
little expansion, be more definitiw of colls ze 1life? More deacriptive
of characters, csmpuses, srsons, < think she had a good st rt on Tert Brm,
“nd & good characte in Letty, but shs needs cther more living and genuine
cta recters. Terl Ann's ambition would still be her plot, as far as I know,
though a bit trite,

Question 3-"hat about the matter of timing? “t doesn't seem thsre should
be too much difficulty in "separating the writings and making them stand
alone., The typing would be on a heasvier weight paper,

Question 4-‘herc's still the mat er of th8CViv il “ar, ® I have resear ched
in that fleld too long end have too much material, and so has iss Shors,
Our charscters dre bezinning to become "real persons~--dori the girl
etc.s “e know them so well. I'm not one to brag but I rather suspect from
the incidentael secamniag of historical novels based on Civil War backgrounds
I can find Inaccuracies all through most of them., The research has honestly
been as thorough as what “atton end Santeor have had to do.

Botween the two of us we hgve SOUND material that would be sufficlent
for meny poductions, L:fe isn t long enough, 4nd I'm depending upon Miss
Shore to come up with plots .

Hesides these 400 pages of 4rcher Letters--1847 to 1864--we have the
tremendoua background of the i'mcific States, & field hardly touched by the
Vivil War writers, yet to important to dmerica.

Bow I've no time for YV, otherwise I wouldn't get in all my research,

but just recently I di covered that Archer's friend, and indoutedly the
man who helpe d him get his unbroken chain of 1o tters from the south to
Palti oreand his fom!ly during the hostilities, wa one Col. “osby, I
understand from some of my friends there is quite a program "The Uray Ghost"
cwnoerning “ol, Mosby on TV, e wes tohave been an incidentsl character,
My dooumented file on ¥gsby 1s nearly tw inches thick. i{'ve had most of

it for five yearsi

And so it goes., Wg ere really losded. I honestly believe I could"wander"
around through the battlegrounds” ard know where certailn froops etc.were
located, how long, etc. etc. which kin® of materisl wouldp t e more than
the authenticity in that little part of the book, I have more information
than the historia ns at Sandusky, ohio, location of the;gnion ‘pison for
of ficers where “rcher wss gonfined for nem ly a year, he puper's publisher
there in the'!'80's published now rare booklets and madéd the matter of
preserving the cemetery on Johnaoﬂas lsland a project (D6 @onfederste
gruves there, now markeq. ) But even they do now know now, and d4id not
know then, that Johnson s Island was the objeot of a raid, only
v yry 1 cidentally, These same forces, the Enights of the Yolden Circle
opdrating on the Coast, 100,000 strong, attemit ed a2 raid out of Cansada.
“nd confinement and trea ment of offisers on Joinson, 8 lsland was influenced



was influenced by Apdersonville, Libby, 6 and Belle lsle, through treatment
ofthe Confe‘erate Prisomers on Johnsepn s Islands, in an attempt to “"reform"
the “onfederate prisons. (I hav n't read Pndersonville yet, nor do

I intend to, more than scan a few chapters.)

S5 the question: Should we shelve the Givi} dar novel gnd turn gur
complete attentions to The Lonesome Road and ‘efi Ann or shelve" the
onesome Road and concentrate on the Civil Ware? z

It 38 difficult to -et baok into c harac tem ,when we haveplunged &on deeply
into the “ivil Wap abmosphere, but it can be done. It i1s, as you no doubt
lnow,merely a matter of discipline,

If you think that writing style, etc. of the incomplete and mixed up
prod ctlon enfitles 1} to a fair cgance in the highly competitive market,we
are ready to unravel ourselves. “esldes, within a short time I w1l be
gpending a few days with friends, a man who 1s a professor and writer and

a fraternity advisor, amd a woman, his wife, who is a Sorority adviser and
a national officer (Barnard) and can perhaps gain from them a 1little more
sxable view for an cver-all college 1ife, enough to bs a guiding hand and
help give liiss Shore some help on soundness. e both want to make the
writings SOUND,

I 876 no need in returning the mspt., It may come in handy 1- s ome
consultation with someone. Let them know what's ® oking, whet their appetites.
Vg ATe both undérstanding sbout this and build up no fals e hopes, Zo there

8re no needs forapologies.¥Yo r help and advise is a '

r ppreciated, and I ho
it pags off. If not, perhaps in time we can repay you some otﬂer way, ¢
Miss “Yhore 1s in this #riting busliness to make a go of it, I still have
tire, I hope, befom the sculpturig closes in on me, Drummers a-a D
?ﬁsgaz gn,easy b;s-é aighough m xed up too, But there_was no plot there And

een accepted a over in the highest f e ] 1
will take what is left 11 me out of me.8 3 LTV G gAl

I'm rather hoping,you'll say "store the Cilvil War" a
" - ¥ wa OHG
géjﬁ;fwggggd;Ehtgistidullhresearch. e do that and get 1nyouri§?§€12§ Sfi&e
or eir time chasing & ound ete, Mayb 4
that 's the way we were "built.g ¥ TG i it e R

Hope this letter hasn't wom you out, I belisve 1
¢ . t covers
we will need to know for some time to come. And your questioggeggfgﬁgg

most helpful, sohope you have the opportunity t
88 we are ready to get going. 7 P R s

The best of rezards from both of us.

8incerely





