edition short
Liven as early as 1859, interest was displayed in the
possibilities of fruit produption in Visalia and the surrounding
territory as evidenced in the following article, taken from the
Tphlare County Record and Examiner of July 2, 1859: _
"PIRST OF THE SEASQN:==lMr, 7,J. Goodale, the enterprising hore
ticulbturist of this place, has left at our office, some fine
rive apricots such as would tickle the palate of Epicures himself,
"Mr, Goodale is deserving of great credit for his laudable enter=
prise, in the cultivation of fruit, He has demonstrated the fact-
beyond a doubt that Tulare countywm will challenge comparison with
the world in this branch of agriculture. At some future timé,

we design giving a full and minute description of Mr, G's grounds, etc,"
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edition short

Court house space seems to have been a problem in Tulare county
since the early days, Then, even as'now, offici_1s felt
they were not giv:on adequate quarters to conduct whtir offices
with efficiencys

The following article appeared in the Visaiia Delta of
July 7, 1862:

"At last 'the powers that be! have made a respectzble
place in the upper story of the court house, Two small rooms have
been partitioned off at the right and left of the front entrance,
one of which is used as a sheriff's office and the other as a grand
jury room,

"We would sugrest to the undersheriff, who has taken up
his abode theére, that the fine finish of the walls and doorw=panels
would lack nothing by the removal of certain obscene inscriptions

done in pencil by some % 'speciai artiste!"
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‘Court house space seems to have been a problem in Tulare counf&

since the early dayse, Then, even as now, offici 1ls felt
they were not giv n adequate quarters to conduct whtir offices
with efficlencys .

The following article appeared in the Visalias Delta of
July 7, 18623 ; i

At last 'the powers that be' have made a reapactdble- :
place 1in the upper story of the c¢ourt housee, Two small rocms have
been pnf%iﬁioned off at the right and left of the front entrance,
one of which 1s used as & sheriff's office and the other as a prand
Jury room, I ; >

We would sugrest to the undersheriff, who has taken up
his ebode there, that the fine finish of the walls and door=panels
would lack nothing by the removal of certain obscene inscriptions
done in pencill by some £ 'special artist.t" |



edition short
old

Events of Civil War days are recorded in m% editions of the
Visalla Delta, emphacizing the length of time during which
tie Visalia newspapers have served Visalia and Tulare countye
A troop movement 1s recorded in the following article which
appeared in the Visalia Delta of OVtober 23, 1862:

"Company I, 2nd cavalry, arrived in town early

Tuesday mornipg last, in command of Maﬁor O'Neil, The men are a
determined=looking @& set of fellows, above the averagse size, and look=
ed well able to stand the ﬁardships of a soldier's life, This
company was raised in Placerville and Captain Jones Deserves cred=
it for thelr good aprganz disoipline and soldierly appearance,

"A correspondent sends the following incidents of the march:

1"A¥ Keyaville, the ;ompany agsisted in raising a flagmstaff
which the Union citizens had intended to raise last Fourth but were
not strong enough, Fiffy pairs of stout hands raised it with a
wlll and, from the top of it, unfurled to the breeze a beautiful
silken flag, giving nine cheers for the S;ar Spangled Banner and
three groans-for all traitors, While the soldiers stayed in town, Je
Davis had very few supporters, I hope they make as good an imm
pression in every town they pass throughe

'"The heavy raiﬁs of last winter had made the road almost
impassable for teams yet through the skill u nd experience of Mgjor
O'Neil, the command brought through six heavy govermment wagons

without even a breakdown and made excellent timee!"

#
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Eventa of Civil Wer days are recorded in m® editions of the
Visalia Delta, emphacizing the length of time during which 1
t e Visalia newspepers have served Visalia and Tulare countye
A troop movement is recorded in the following article which
appeared in the Visalila Delta of OCtober éﬁ, 1862

"Compeny I, 2nd cavalry, arrived in town early

Tuesday mornhg last, in command of Mgjor O'Neil, The men are a
determined~looking & set of fellows, above the average sige, and look=
ed well able to stand the hardships of a soldier's life, This -
company was raised in Placerville and Captain Jones Deserves cred=
1t for their good mpxemmg discipline and soldierly appearances

"A correspondent sends the following incidents of the march:

1"A% Keysville, the company assisted in raising a flag=staff
which the Union citizéns had intended to raise laagt F;urth but were
not strong enough, Tifty palrs of stout hands ralsed it with a
will and, from the top of 1t, unfurled to the breege a beautiful
silken flag, glving nine cheers for the s;o,r Spangled Banner and
threée groans for all traltors, While the soldiers stayed in town, Jef
Davis had very few supporterss I hope they make as good an'im=
pression in every town they pass throughs

"97he heavy reins of last winter hed made the road almost
impassable for teams yet through the skill a nd experience of lMgjor
O'Neil, the command brought through six heavy goverrnment wagons
without even a breakdown and made excellent timee'" '



edition short

Assistance for the sick and needy was a problem in the
early period of Visalia even as it 1is today as evidenced f rom
the Visalia Delta of April 9, 1863:

"Mrs, Dr, Russell has been charitably engaged during the
week in ralsing a subscription for the purpose of an artificial
leg for & poor man, Brown, whose unfortunate mishap we chronicled
some time ago, We le;fn that she has raised nearly the amount re_
quireds :

"We hope our citizens will contribute liberally. Regarding
this case, we may mention that Dr, Russell has generously furne
ished thils unfortunate man with medical attendance and board for
some three months gratﬁituously. We think the supervisros should
pay hiﬁ his full bill and deduct the amount from the salary of
the county physiciang .

| "Dr, Russell could have sent the man to the hospital, and
consequently to almost certain death, but ke would not do it until
he was-out of dangers He ought to be paid, And the supervisors
should anmil the present hospital contracte We do not know of
any patient ever leaving it alive, except Magyfield who skedaddled

before he was there six hourse

#
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Assistance for the sick and needy was a problem in the
early period' of Visalia even as it is today as evidenced f rom
the Yisalia Delta of April 9, 1363

Tirs. Dr. Fussell hes been charitably engaged during the
week i rﬁisi-ng & subseripitlon for the purpose of an l‘rtif_:!.cini
leg for e poor men, Brown, whose unfortunate mishap we chronicled
some time ago, We learn that she has raised nearly the amount ira':_
quireds ‘.
: "We hope our eltizens wlll contribute liberally. Regarding
this case, we may mentlon that Dr, Russell has generously furne
ished this unfortunate man with medical attendance and board for
some three months gratultuouslys, We think the supervisros should
pay him his full bill and deduet the amount from the salary of
the county pmnioilnix .

"Dr, Russell could have sent the man to the hospital, and
consequently to almost certain death, but Em would not do it until
he was out of danger. He ought to bo paids And the supervisors
should anmml the present hospitel contract, We do not lmow of
any patignt evor leaving 1t alive, except Mgyfield who skedaddled
‘bofofe ‘hé *_.l.a there sixz hourse"
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edition short

Bears were not only plentiful in the Visalia =xam
ares but sometimes vicious, it is indicated from the following
which appeared in the Visalla Weekly Delta of August 30, 1865:

"Mr, Rhodes, who was sé badly torn by a grizzly last wee
is reported recovering rapidly. It appears that Mr, Rpodes and his s
8 boy of some 15 years, were going to a spring at the edge of ths
valley to watch for deer mm# which go there for water,.

tyr, Rhodes, who was in front, ‘heard his boy scream and,
turning, sew the bear with the boy under ite. He immediately ran
to the rescue and attempted to run the gun into the bear's
mouth and then fire. He failed in this and his short mexeXyg merely
took effect along the animal's sides 'pon feeling the shot, the bes
immediately turmed upon Rhodes, seized him by the arm which 1t
lacerated very badly and then, after biting him through the chest
. two or three times, left him and went on his way up the meuntaine

"The father and son walked home togethere The boy
says that the first notice he had of the béar's presence, it =
reared up lmmediately beside him and struck him in face with

his pawe"
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) Bears werc not only plentiful in the Visalia xsm
area but sometimes vicious, it is indicated from the following

- which appeared in the Visalia Weekly Delta of August 30, 1865%

"Mr, Rhodes, who was so badly torn by a grigsly last weel
is reported recovering rapidly, It appears that Mr, Fhodes and his s(
e boy of some 15 years, wereo -g-aing to a spring at the edge of the
valley to watch fow daartﬂ which go there for waters

"jr, Rhodes, who was in front, heard his buy scream and,
turning, sew the bear with the boy under it, He immediately ran
to the rescue and attempted to run the gun into the bear's
mouth and then fire. He failed #in this and his short memmky merely
took effect along the snimal's slde. ‘pon feeling the ghot, the bea)
immediately turmed upon Rhodes, seiged him by jhhs, erm which 1t
lacersted very badly and then, after biting him through the chest
two or three times, left him and went on his way up ‘the nountalne

"rhe father and son walled home together, The boy
says that the firat notlice he had of the bear's presence, it =
reared up immediately beside him and struek him in face with
his pawe"
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edition short

Tulare county residents were interested in state
fairs and eager to promote county products, especi,lly grapes,
ivximzrexentwd in the early days it is revealedxZrem by the
following article which appeared in the Vi§a1ia Veekly Delta
of September 6, 1865}

"The state fair this year will undoubtedly be largely at-
tended and unusually interestinge The Tulare valley ought to be
represented there, at least in our grapes.

"We have undoubtedly the finest grapes in the state,
‘both the native'and foreign varieties but our isolated position
prevents the general knowledge of the fact, Cannot some of
our grape growers fix up & nice small collection of choice specimens for
the s tate fair and we will pay the expense of transmission, by
express, to Sacramentoe A box of 20 pounds would be sufficient

for the purposes"

#
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Tulare county rei—id'ent‘s were lnterested in state
fairs and eager to promote c¢ounty ﬁrod.ucta » ©8peel,lly grapes,
tixiszrevaning in the early days 1t is revealedxgzem by the
following article which appeared in the Visalla Weekly Delta
of September 6, 1865j)

"The state fair this year will undoubtedly be largely ate
. tended and unusually intevesting, The. Tulave valley ought to be
repregented there, at least in our grapes, .

"We have undoubtedly the finest grapes in the state,
both the native and foreign varleties but our isolated position
prevents the general knoriedgo of the fact, Cannot some of
our grape growers fix uvp & nice small collection of choice specimens for
the s tate fair and we will pay the expense of transmission, by
express, to Sacramentos A box of 20 pounds would Le m;.fficﬁ._ent ;
for the purposeg™
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edition short

A Visalia newspaper of April 10, 1869, contained
the following "notice to shippers":

"The fast sailing and substantial freighting steamer, Harri
built expressly for the Visalia and Millerton trade, will hereafter
leave Stockton every Saturday at 8 o'clock a.ms, for Fresno Sloughe

"A11l goods shipped on the Steamer T.C. Walker independent
1ine from San Francisco to Stockton on Thursdays will connect with
the steamer Harriet for Visalia and Millerton and ail intermediate
portse

"A11 wool shipped on the Steamer Harriet will go through
by the connection of the Sieamer T.C. Walker without charges of
drayage or commissions

"Hass and Crow, proprietorse"
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A Visalia newspaper of April '10,--186'9, contained
the following "notice to shippers”:

frhe fast sailing and substantial frelghting steamer, Harri
built expressly for the Visalia and Millerton trade, will hereafter .
leave Stockton every Saturday at 8 ofclock a.me; for Fresno Slough,

"A11 poods shipped on the Steamer T.C. Walker independent
line from San Francisco to Stockton on Thursdays will connect with
the steamer Harriet for Visalia and illlerton and 8ll intormediate
portse

"A1l wool shipped on the Steamer larriet wlll go through
by the connection of _the s@mr TeCe Walker without charges of .
Wagc or commilssione -

"Hass and (row, proprietorse”
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Although resources for improvement were limited
Visalians had civic pride long before the cilty had gorwn to
its present proportions, it is revealed by the following =mpki
article which appeared in the Tylare CYunty Times of May 22, 1869:
"POOR MAN'S ﬁAKE:-This lake is located at the crossing c
Main and C urch streets and for the convehience of public
trav el should be filled up.
"Fe therefore porpose that the city authorities direct
the same to be done and assess the four adjacent corners equally
for the cost thersof, If they were poor men, they would do
it themselves,"

#
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. Although rmureu for improvement were limited
Visallans had civic prida long before the clty had gorwnm to
its present proportions, 1t is revealed by the following mexh
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Main and C*urch streets and for -the convetience of public
trav ai should be filled upe

| "Wo therefors porpose that the city euthorities dire.ct
the seme to be done and assess the four adjacent corners equally
for the cost thoroer. If they were poor men, they would do
it themselves,"
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edition short

Pregent day redidents of Visaiia who merely reach
for a tray in the electric refrigerator or walt for the a rrival
of the ice man probably do not realize that there was a time
when lce was not so readily obtainablee

The following article which appeared in the
Tylare CYunty Times of June 19, 1869, is indicative of
conditions:

" Jim Wilks has received & supply of hard ice
for the use of his saloon, where all kinds of fancy lced drinks
can be hade :

"owing to an accident in the breaking down of wagons,
the supply is not sufficient to warrant him in rétailing any
for 10 or 12 days, but after that time he will have a larger
supply and will be hgppy to accomodate all customers that

wish ices'

#
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Present day re8idents of Visalia who merely reach
for a tray in the electric refrigerator or walt for the a rrivel
of the ice man probably do not realize that thera was a time
when ice was not se readily obtainable,

: The following article which appeared in the
Tylare C“unty Times of June 19, 1869, is indicative of
conditiozu_w

"# Jim Wilks has received a supply of hard ice
for the use of his saloon, where ail kinds ei‘ fancy iced drinks
can be had, |

"owing to an accident in the brealins down of wagons,
the supply is not sufficient to warrant hi- in retailing any
for 10 or 12 days, but after that time he wlll have a larger
supply and will be happy to accomodate all customers that
wish icee" .

#



edition short

That homlicldes were so common they did not attract
a great deal of general interest in the early days is evidenced
by the amount of space devoted to reporting such affairse

From the T lare C unty Times of O,tober 16, 18693

"We have received information from a private letter

Magrkwood
that a man by the name of Marxkhkam and one whose name was not
Markwood

learned had a difficulty in w hich ¥arkkem was very serverely
sfaﬁbed, after which he killed his antagonist with a @lub, The
affair occurred on Joy creek, 12 miles from Millerton in Fresno

Markwood
county. HMarkhlam was recoverinp slowly at the last accounte"

ko Enatxzy
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From the Tulare Coynty Times of August 21, 1869:

f MAN KILLED:~=A man by the name of Sankey was found
murdered on Kings river a few days since, A charge of buckshot
had been fired into his breast and shoulders, from the effects
of which he must have died'instantly. The suspected parties have

been arrested and t aken to Millerton for trialg!
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That homlecides were so common they did not atiract
a great deal of general interest in the early days is evidenced
by the emount of space devoted to reporting such affairs,

From the T, lare C unty Times of Ojtober 16, 1869%

"le have received informetion from a private letter
that a man by the name of ¥arkhsam and one whose name was not

: larkwood

learned had a difficulty in w hich ¥apkham was very severely
.stabbed, after which he killed his antagonlst with a 8lub, The
affair occurred on Joy creek, 12 miles from Millerton in Fresno

Markhgm was recovering slowly at the last

b

jooounts®
From the Tulare d:unty Tima; of August 21, 1369::
" MAN EILLEDg=w-\ man by the name of Sankey was found
mardered on K:ngl river a few days since, A charge of buckshot
had been fired into his breast and shoulders, from the effects

of which he must have died ingtantlye The suspected parties have
been arrested and t aken to Nillerton for triale®
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