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Head Qiarters lst dogt, 0.7,Vola,
8arm Yakima, April 2ad4, 1856
Sir: :
On the morning of the 9th ulto. I dispa ched Lieut. “has. B, Pillow
Coe & of the lst battallion, in chrge of a cdetachment of fifty men
to join an cnocsmpment at or neer Fort Yalla ralla. I gave him orders
tohold that post , to scout the adjoining country end pre:s rve open
the line of com-unications from the mouth of Snpnake river to our
milit'ry post in the Umebilla. Having completed my oreparations on hhe
same date I took up the line of merch for Mneke river with companies
R, S, E H and K of thet battelion and A, B and “ and D of the bsttaelion
of recrults the movement includinc about five hundred persons. We were
supnlled with full retions of suger end coffee and one half rations
of fdour and beof for the period of nine days . W& we were
destitute of sunplies of eny kind--the commissary departm-nt being
wholly bsarren, The fimst nirht we ocsmped m the Touchet. Ih the evening
Lieut “right of Co ¥ whon I had previously dispetched to recointer the
mouth of Snake river returned end reported he had discovered stock
in the forks of the river herded by Indians. The comnend dld not move
on the 10th, as I judged it advisable to walt for one day the retum
of en express détachment [ had pxmx causéd to send to the Yalles to
obtain a needful supply of smmunition , Lieut, Miller of C H with a
detachment of that company I sent beyond 311l Creek to obtaln cattle
Be returncd on the evening of the 1llth with twenty one head of beef
which unfortunately effec ed their escape from us st Snake River.
On the 11th we proceeded down the valley of the Touchet. *he afternomn
of tho 12th after a march of forty two miles from Gamp Cornelius
we errived on “nake river, twenty-five miles above its mouth and

before nddiif mkgxkxfz¥I nipghtfall the command had asccomplished the
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passace of the river uith the excertion of Cos L. Ca t. Harding of
the reoruitin - b:ttalione *he trans!t over the river was made without /.
loss or accidont beycnd the 1o8s of two or three animals, On
approaching the river a very fesble encempment of I.digns was
preciptable on the oppesite share, Immwediately after a portion of
our advance puard had crossed the river I went In pursult of the
enemy who had fled in the d@lrection of the Columbla oon observiag our
boats, A quantity of theilr packs, provisions, a sma 1 amount of smmunltion
end sone orses were captured and brought into c emp, Yapt. Hembree,
¥11pver, Bivers, Burch end Sankey and Lt,. Hiller with portions of
their respective compsnies wers eagaged in this novement, ig succeeded
in killing four of our enemy and captured an Indian boy of some four
or five years, This lad I heve eatrusted for the present to Uapts,
Hembree and Ankeny. In the pursuit tw Indiem women were overtaken
They were suf fered to pess on unmolested, The succeeding day Capt.
fijvers with a detachment of his men, Compeny K ané Lleut Taggart
of Co, A of 2nd Sattalion with a detachment under commend of #aj,
Conoyer struck ascross the country to the mouth of the Yakima
wvhile “ants, ¥iller, Hembree, Lt, Harding and Lt, Ualey of the 1lst and
Cante. Burch , Ankony md Settle of the 2nd Battd fon withlheir
companies under uy imnediate command procesded down the riwer to
1ts mouth end then up the Yclumbie for ten miles to opposite thm
mouth of the Yakima, where we were met by the debtachmoent in : harge
of 1aj. “onoyer, "e failed to find asny considerable foroe of Indiens
A gmel 1 number wore dlscovered,pursued and three or four were killed,
The renainder, w ith & small band of stock, had succeeded In croasing
tne river before they could be overtaken, These fld... towards tie
north., Ye ret med by camp by different routes, having travel d
this day some soventy-flve miles over a country presenting no

1~dicstlions of having been occupled by e force of the wur party o our
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enémys While Lt. Small of Cos X and one of his mea were Lopether
making their course to camp they were f ived upon by oisht or ten
Indiens . The lieutenant retumed their fire, succeeded inkilling one
of the I-dlans and hiuself and cémpanion escaped uninjured,
:he stme evenlar Private Fervey Robbins of Co ¥ wes 811 -htly wounded
in the thigh with en arrow,

The wagon train I had employed for t he transportation of our boats
on the 14th 1inet, .. to proceed to “alls valla with five of the bosts.
Yne of the boate wre cached on “neke river, 01 the afternoen of this
day I took up the line of march for the Palouse river following the
rough traild of the “noke,Pa@E® On the 16th =fter a march of some forty
miles from our crossing of “neke River we encamned two miles helow
the Falouse, On this = rch we discovered no manifestation thet the
country had been occupied during the paest winter by any large body
of Indians. At long intorvals were mmtimmd to be noticed evidence
of temporery camps of a few families, ?icns of numerous ,.,. having
el passed (sic) alon: E=m the trgigrdgigg preceptible. On
arriving In the vicinity of the Pelouse ,.,.Capt. lembres tax- forward
to ascoe taln if there wrs an encemnment of the enenmy at the mouth
of that river, The same eve iig he reported no *ndisns there, and
no appearences of an encampment at or neer thet locality since late
in the past autum. On the 17th I sent an express to the post st
Walla Wella for supplies. “e went up the Palouse a distance of
elght mlles and encemped unti! the moranin- of the 23rd. Prior to
Peaching the Fal ouse our entire 8tock of provisions were exheusted
and werc reduced to the necessity of subsisting on horsemesat, bany
cymptors of .eseee £0 procecd farther had., for severd days
menlfested by a portion of the comend, I ealled mxwsexl & council
of officers on the evening of tho 17th when {t wes detsrmined to await

thore the arrivel of provisions oand in tho moen while 8cnd out
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detachments to scout the country  On the 18th .“ants. Henbree,
Revais [spnears tobv e Revais insteed of Rivers as previously writtea]
Burch and /nkeny end Lts, Hutchinson, Mycrs, Wright s1d [aley with d et =
achments from compsnies D, E, H and K of the lat mmd B, C of the
2nd Zattalions un-er company of M, Col, Kelley (sic) proceededup
the Palouse and across the Colville trail to “lear Creesk, “t the crossing
of the oreek the C»nl, divided his force, sending one part under Capt.
Hembree down the creck to the Falouse then up the Pelouae, a dls tance
of thirty miles o Col. Kelley with his party followed up Ylear Creek
a further distance of twelve miles, then over the caintry to “inking
Spring on the treil leadlng from thiFalls of the Pdl ouse to
Priost Rapids and from that scction procecdod an easterly courze to
camp, The comiand of Lt. Cple Kelley was absent two days. He saw no
Indlans or cattle and but one horse which was appropristed by the men
for thelr evening meals The Uolonel reported that his command
discovered a recent encumpment that 1t wius evident thcwggég body el
hed crossed the country toward the Columbia, that no othor =ZEIEYR
camping ground of the Indians was found 7?79? that there was but <.
one treil leadlng from 'the Rg:—Pakmewn: Salmon river over the
Palouse country to friest Rapida. *he day of the return of Col,
“elley to camp ! dispatched a second express to "alla 7alla for
provisiona, Fortunately on this dsy we found on the south side of
Snaks fiver a band of forty Indian horses , “ith the ass!istance
of a few men I succeoded in bringing them to camp , Host of the
number wers wed for the xux subsistance of the rogiment.

On the morning of the 20th I was induced by BFPries of
circumstences to order & parade of the rogiment at wiich I 1 formed
the comuand ofxkl that it was my intention to follow the trall
acroas the Palouse country to the Columbia snd to penetrate the

country of the Yakima before I marched the com-and to the Dallk s
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your
and that such were orders to e,

I rcgret to be umler the painful neceasity to ..the fact thst one
of the fileld officers exhibited his disrelish of wy plan 1a & manner
into which he onght ot to have suffered himself to be betraved, ??
Lt. Col, Kelley and “ajor. Cornoyer in un,... terms expressed t heir
decidedly approbation of the 1ine of maerch I hed proposed to FO pursue,

On the 21st Capt. Wilson having in cherge Watson's peck t rein
with provisions reeched Sneke r iver, Gapt. Lason of ™ company recrulting
battalion reported his command at “alla “ella recdy far duty, I
ordered him to form en encamoment at the mouth of the “nake river »
to scout the country %m on both 8ides of the river and aftor t he
24th to have our boats att hat point prepared to cross any exprecs
I might forvard or the whole comvend. “ilson's pack trein brought
of flowr and sacar for twelve and coffee foar nine dayss ces BoOmME
mismenaszement by tho 5aat. Qr. Master in that field but two h:ddred
pounds of coffee were forwrrded to me, I had ordered four hundred end

fifty pounds tobe sent, At the time there wes some two or three
tho send pounds of coffee at “alla Wella, “everel instancces of mise
management have oocurred in the “r, master Depertment in t he field

e
that have severely embarassed my plers and movements,

On Sundey the 23rd we resumed our mrrch takine along one of our
boats, followinr the trall that had boen discovered by bt. Col.
Kelley on the 18th and 19th en route to Priest Rapids, and lete on
the night enoampbed on the bmi of the Columbla, “e were fourdays in
traversing the country bet.een the Falouse and Columbia Hivers,
Ehroughout the march the men and animals suffered scverely for want of
waper and subsilstence, Numbcrs of horses becamgoethHSted they were

unable to travel, The route was oexceedingly difficult, no man in the

regiment had before penetrated the countrv. Not en Indian was seen,
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~. wvery few miscrably poor herses were sccured which were consumed
as proviaslons,

Vapt. Hembree end Herding and Lt, Col, Kelley with five men on
the 27th followed un the Columbia for seversal miles gbove Priest “apide.
Capt. Hembree reported the party discovered three I dims on the west
bank of the Columbla, that they conversed together, that the Indlens
glated they had no flre arms and did not wish to fight, and that
they eeeese to cross the river to our men, iHe further reported no more
or different indicrtions of the locality of tho Indians than were
presented 1n our report of the Falouse country,

1 was extremely solicitous to cross the Columbia at the point we had
ettained , md pess directly into the heart of the country of the
Yekimas. “t a council of my of ficers I submitted for cons ideration
severcl propositions, one a8 Lo the expedlency of st oncs passing over
the Columbia, The exhaustion of both men and a-imels, the absence of
suppllies and the necessity of obtaining provisions from the train
supposed to be on the rou e to Walla walla in con junctior with other

causes led to the determi~etion that the command be merched on the
on theerst side of the river to the mouth of the Yakima. On the 28th
we moved down the Yolumbis over e wretohed treil and on the 30th
canped opposite the mouth of the Yakima.

Capt. Cason xm arrived at my camp thrxexexirrrams this evenlng
and relieved our im-édiste wents by distribution of eight head of
beef captured on the Yalle “alla, It wmx now bccame imgrackiend
toportent to decide hwhetlier the country of “smiakinshould be eﬁtered
and thoroughly scouted, ?he troopsof the United “tates were how ver
expected to arrive in the velley of Wglla “alla and %hus relieve
the volunteers of the duty they had for monthaperformed and enable
them to return totheir homes,

Coverned by co sidera lons that im,.... me as the best end most
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prudent I adopt under ex‘stl r cilrcumstances I order-C Major

Unpl to taxe com-and of companies H anc X of the 12t “attalion

and proceed to “alla talla river jfroxz there an encamnment, scout
thatvelley to the bese of the Slue Houatains, occupy the country until
2% * was satisfied that a sufficlent body of U,S5. troops had come

march the com and

into the velley to hold the ssme and mmaxkxspixkxaxmerantry direotly

to the XMEt ,... ofthe Yalles o *hat comand 15 now In the Walls "ella.
Lo Capt. Cason I gave cn order to proceed with Ucmpany E to head
waters of "ild lor:secreek , the Umatilla end John “ays rivers into the
Ureka (sic) valley and to the Dalles by way of tho Warm Springs, to
colleot and drive 1a all horses mdcettle on the route end

arfeat end hold in custody dny and all white perams he mi@nt find

in charge of stocke, Capt. “Ymson has departcd to fulfill this mission,
The same date I sent an order to the Rgt,<r m Master and the comoany
and then I procecded to withdraw e&ll supnlles, stores and property
whatsoever remained in their chirge., from the .s... to thae Dalles
whenever the left colum of the regment might vecate the country. lhe
com ‘anding officer of company 3 of 1st battalion I had order-d to
abandon Fort “enrietta totally destroyinz thst post edd merch to the
Dalles on the approach of the le¢ft column tothe Umatilla, Lte
T1iton has been ordered to oross the Columbia wikh his force and
rejoin my command in the Yakimée On the T st day of Harch I orossed
the Columbla w!th Compenles A, ¥ and © of the 1st brttalion and B and
€ of thax the 3nd bvatteiion « Lt. Col, Kelley, Major Conoyer and
Capt, Reavis accompanied me,

On the lst of the mouth with Najor “Yonoysr, Cats, Surch and #nkeny,

Ltse Hull and ninec men I followed pp the ¥ekima River a distance
of thirty milea. “e found neither Indians or evidence of ay
encanoment since las=t mutumn. Capt. Hembree, Lieut, Wright mad &

handfull of men in en opposite direction, penetrated the country about
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the s me distance, They report no regent traces of the cieay « Lts
Col, Kelley re-crossed the Columbis in search of cattle but retaraed
without success,

I had dispatched Lt. Caldwell to "alla 'ialla for one thousand
pounds of flour and twenty five rations of coffee. “ith the quantity
I proposed imwediately to taks up the line of march through the
fakima cmuxiry snd depend upon the capture of wild horses for all
deficleicnes of provisions.tBat Lte Ualdwell hes returned and reports
that Major “url =nd Lieut, ifilleor, despite hils romonstratio g, toock
nossession of four hundred prounds of the flour and thet he succecded
in 6bta§nin" but fourteen rations of coffee, “ith him Cume pour exmxs
eXPreoss... ¥Mr, Roblnson with your advise mmd communicet ions from
Cgpt.& Townall the right Quarter maester and from Hubbands! Jagon
train, A wazon and pack train with provisions are on route from the
Dalles, If tegxdmxmnax they be not delayed or dnxix REmkrihukssiak
disch-rged et Fort Wmamx%milm Henrietta, w-ich I am fearful of , also
though I karr heve given en order for the train to push through
direct to "alla Walla. I am hopeful of ob‘aining such susplées as will
enablo me to perform e cempalign in the gk ima «ithough the danger of

suffering B86r want of subsistence,

Quarter ¥aster *ournell comminlcates thet the “ascades have been

sttecked by Indlens and the United States troops et that time

en route towfalla %“slla hed been recalled to the Palles, I am appree
hrisive the faillure of the regular forccs of the TUnited “tates to
occupy this portion of the Indlan country until the roturn of the
Left Column o the Hegiment to th: Dalles, Underthe present order

f facts I may f1ad it indispe-aible for the public food to place
piaxxpihrxxmikxa elther Col, Kelly (sic) or Major aonoyer 13 command
of the troops on the south of the Columbis river, I shall remain

in this section un@iil the arrival of the expected mmIumkmrzrE: subslatence
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subsistence tra'nse I contemnlote a forw rd mevement into the Yakima
Vallev. I shell -o throurh the Clickitet Vai cy. from thit point my
course must denend upon contingenciles that may ariseQ L propose tc
saomxtv send & force down Eiiwxr White Salmon rlver and if you deem
adviseable proceed by the mountains end volleys to the north on to
Vancouver
In relstion to the loss of Dowell's pack trein no supplies vere

obteiied by the [.diens , their m imals were stolen about 4 o'clock
on the morning of the 25th of ?ebruaxy on "11a Horse 8reek, Pursuit
but with no avall, I attributed the loss to carelessness on the
part of persons hoving the snimals in chorge, &4 the time the train
left the Umatilla Vo, & of the Pattslion of Recruits was encsmped
about ene miie from the train, I was then st the Umetilla and
supposed it wouldnot be hazardous to dmxwe lesve the train
as it was to proceced to Yamp Cornelius with Yo, #, In additiom
to this ,..Bubbards Vegon train w' s proceeding with the pack
trein end under ths escort of Capt, Harding.

Yours Yery Respectfully

Your obedtent servant

T.R., Cornellus -

Col, lat repgt. 0.%, Vols.
lis excellency “ov. C. Curry
Governor-commander=-in-chief,

Sglem, 0.7T.
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42-0. Territory of Uregon. Fortlend, Ap1, 12/56. CGov. L. Curry

governor, acknowledges receipts of letter of the 26th Dec., 1855--tra ns-
mits copies of latest dispatches from the comdy. officer of

Volunteers on the N _rthern Frontier and in Southern Oreron.(3 enclosures)

orl. May 19.56. £dt., Yen. Copy Sent M1l Com. H.R. June 56.
Ierritory of Oregon
Hdead Quarters
Portland, 12th “#pril,1856
Hon Jefferson Davis .
Secretary of “ar
Sirs
I have to acknowledge the reception of your favor of 24th Dec-

ember last. 'his acknowledgement has been some time deferred in the ;
hope of accompanying it with advices of the arrival of Hardy's CJJaAdan
Tactilcs. rhey have not yet been received.

Denewith I have the honor to transmit coples of the latest
dispatches received from the commanding officers of the volunteers
d4n the northern frontier and in Southern Oregon. From these you
will preceive that the operations in both sections are being pushed
with commendable energy andperservance in the face of severs trials
and privations and with gratifying results. Qy the recent disastrous
and fatal affair at t he Cascades , theforward movement of the U.S.
troops under Col. Wright has been suspended , ad the relief of the
volunteers on the northern frontier consequently postponed. Lthe
country of the Walla Walla , Cayusex and Umatilla cannot be evacuated
by the territorial force with safety to our settlements before it
shall be occupied by the regular troops. In view of the rapid

approach of the summer season when offensive operations against the
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are of doubtful issue, I have directed the main body of the
First. Rgt. and Pattalion of recruits to withdrcw from the enemy's
country after the termination of the expedition into the valley of
the Yakima , leaving a column sufficiently kxaxy strong on the
south side of the Cplumbia river for the vigilant and efficient
occupation of the “alla Walla country until relieved from that duty
by U.S. troops.
I am, very respectfully
Lour obd't servt.
George (signed CGeo) L. Curry

Governor of Oregon.
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49-0 Portland, Opcion Yorritory. ¥ay 13,1856. Yov. Geo. L. Gurry
Roports oper ticne of the Ordgon Yoluntee s, “ ticipates specdy
conclusion of hostilities in Hogue River Valley. 0. 104 June 16,1856
Ad jutant genersal,
Rec., June 24, 56. Copy sent to Mil con. H of &

Territory of Oregon

Head Quarters, Portlend
Hon J-fferson Yavis, 13th May,1856
Secretrry of Var
Bir: The operetions of the Oregon Volunteers on the northern frontier
have been attended with additionsland satisf ctory success since the
date of of my last comiunication. ﬁaving made the entlre circuit
of the hostile Indiencountry the Firat jegiment ves mEpumb concentrated
by my order at the Dalles and the main body of it moved in detachments
to rendegvous in the "illamette velley w here they have been mustered
out of service, The delay ian the forward movement of the regular troops
under Col, “right ococcasioned by the disastrous affair at the Cascades
compelled the detention in service of the volunteers at the north
much beyond the time [ had contemplated., #wakened at length to the
true cheracter and extent of the Indian outbreak and the immenence
of denger to our settlements on the east sideo f the Casceder mowntains
the efforts of the 7,8, trops ere 60 Bérected as lead one to
ant lcipate thet my fellow citigensa of the northern army may consistently
with our security be relessed from service, i nave made 8 rangements
to maintalh a smell farce for the purpose of scouting the country
lyiagfélong the eastern hase of the Caacades, as there are many
pesaes available during the epproaching scason Hy means of which the
populous settlements of the Willamette valley may be readily
penetrated. Until the country on the south side of the Colugbia
river is oc:uplied by the regular troops prudence dictetes thet my

attention should not be vholly withdrewn from that section of the
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territory. The Indisposition manife ted by thcse who direct the
movements of the roular t rcops sent nere for the protection of our
Settlements to appreciate the motives by which I have been governed
in the orgenization of the volunteer service, and the want of a cordial
cooperation on their part in the prosecution of the mume campaign
asainst the common enemy are deoply to be regretted. { cennot
however relave (81x?) my efforts in the faithfiul dischar ge of the
responsible duties devolted upon me by the exlsting emergency.
Important and highlysetisfrctory results have been achieved by the
southern regiment, On the 27th ulto an en tagement occurred between
the vo unteers under comzand of Genl, Lamerick and the main body of the
mstile tribes in that section. 4 speedy conclusion of hostilities
in the Rogue River valley is confldentally enticipated.
L am very respectfully
Your obt, servant
George L. Curry

Governor of Oregan.
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Col., Cornelius, June 13,1858
12 Y 352 ®ug. 1856
Col, Thos. R. ©~rnelius reply to Gen, Yool
June 13t 1858
12/88 0. Augr 20/56
Bead Quarters 1st Regt. 0.M. Vols,
Portlend, 0,7. June 13th, 18586
Sirt
In a communicetion under date at Benicias, Cal. April 2nd, 1856
published In the Natilonal Intelligencer over his own signabure Uan.
Wool 1idulges in seversl direct and weighty cherges again t the
volunteers who were under mm my command on the Walle "alla country,
indirectly reflecting upon myself. It 1s due the volunteers and the
people of Orecon that the:e maliclous inventions, unsupporte by a
aingle circumstence and having no foundation in truth, should be notlced
and refuted,

Gen. Vool asserts--"As the volunteers, having no boats could
not oross Snake river, the retres| of the Indians closed the
volunteers cempaign except to plunder the friendly cayuses of their
horses snd cattle. " This cha ge 1s unqualifiedly false, It has no
relationship wi th truth{ And as Gen, Wool has never placed his foot
within the distence of nearly two hundred =iles of the :'frienmy
cﬂyUGBEOBmgf he cnnot he cennot consistently make claim to any
personal knowledge of the correctnesa of his grave accusation., Not
gn officer or soldler under him has visited the Wglla "alla cowntry
gsince the inception of the present Indim war. Who imparted to him
the Informe ion he so boldly declares and vouches to be trues he
does not disd ose, but whoever his informent is thet men hes
impdsed upon the aged &nd credulous genl, md deceived him by
statements the rewerse of truth. On the approach of our troops

in December last to the occupancy of the “alla Walla country the

friendly cayuse and “alla "alla indiaens implored our protection from
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from'the throd ened vengeance of t-ir own brethren. ‘hese friendly
i,dians numbered me » womon &nd ¢ ildren, about one hundred and
thirty,

The reuainder of the'cayuse and "alla ¥alla, the Umatille and D es
S8hutes Indlens were in open hostility to us, and this rupture had long
been plamned and determined. It wes the result of no sudden imphlse.

It wes not produced by the forward iovement of our troops to their country,
The legltimate certainity of these facts will be apparent from the
testimony anduced on the trial of certain L{.dians in February last,

a report of which will be submitted to you by Judse Advocate v,H,

Farrar.

*he protection clailmed by the friendly Indlans wes resdily promised
end afforded, slthough to the serious inconvenience and determent of
the scrvice and the compenges employed therein,

Throughout the wint or end until the removel of those Indians
to the Nez Perces, they wre encamped at a distana® of ten miles
from the encampment of our troops, except that, at their urgent
solicitation, the Prench and the half-breed Yompany (E) encsmped at
their village., Severel times in the winter I was at t he Ind ian
villege, snd held council with the chiefs andprincipel men. lever a
word of complaint wes bespoken to me against Company K. Twice and
twlce only, did the Indims compalin of eny xm=k wrong heving been done
them by the volunteers and both aots consisted in taking of a horse,

In each inetance the horses were restored end the ‘ndlans were
satisfied, On one occasion some tirree hundred head of horses were
driven into our camp. Searly ell were wild, unbroken enimels. ‘hey
were belleved to belong to members of the war pértye. rhey wore,
however, claimed by some of the friendly Indians as their

individudl property and although the brand upon the shimals did not

correspond with tho brands given to us by the [i:dians ss thelr owm
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, in order to prevent any ill feeling and difficulty all but one
horse were turned over to the Indians on their mere claim of owner=-
shipe. The retention of the single horse 1 justify. It bore the brand
of the notorious Filve “row,one of the principal hostile chiefs, It
was identiflecd by a large number of Volunteers Bs having been used by
him in the battle of %alla ¥alla and it bore the evidence of a gun=-
shot wound received iIn that bat tle, It 19 kfmmxme true wo obtaeined
and wsed for subsistence , s e of the cattle claimed by the friendly
indisns. This wes rever done, however, when we had or could procure
beef from any othor quarter, Buy in every instance the cattle were
purchased from the Indiens and the price agreed on therefore wes tle
same a3 allowed to ow own citigens with whom we contrrcoted for
cattle. the Indians reportedly expressed tiemselves as perfectly
satisfied with the business teansaectlon bet.cen us. The imputation
that the volunteers and offlicers aglundered the friendly Capuaea: is
a malignant fabrication, I hesitate tob elieve that Genl, “ool has

80 grossly debasedhimself as to originate thls shameless defamet ion.
+h his distempered spleen he has suffered to be palmed upon his eager
willingness to believer all things detrimentsl to the citigens of
Oregonthen shameless 1libels which hed their origin i1 the vicious

bre in of one or two persons whose reputation for truth and veracity
is not of & very h'gh gemdm order in the community of their residence.

Genl. Wool should heve ma’e some little inquiry es to t he character

of his informants before lendin~ the prestige of his name and
official stetion to the endorsement of 8o grave a charge.

It would have boen for better for his own reputet ion for prudence
and 8 villingness to e ccord to the volunteers &£m their juat.deaerts
had he resorted to this pxmsm precautionary meesure, It wmuld
have saved him from the painful exposure of a portion of his

viidictive sentiments to our citigzens which he has frequently and
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woakly suffcred to hccome nanifest,

Another stotement mede by Yenl. "o0l I bed to notice. He ByS~=-
"In pebruary thirteen wagons loaded with supplies, including ammunition
for the volunteers guarded by only four men, were captured by the
Indiens between the Umatilla and Fort “alla Walle" This charge 1is as
basely false as the one to which I hsve above replied., Until I read
this in the remmetletter of “en, Wool to the Natlonal Inteliipencer

the report had not reasched my ears, and I wes not aware that this
unmiticated untruth wis employed by Gen. “ool to the dispargement
of the volunteers and discredit of our whole people. From the
commencement of the war to the mohith of March lest not a single
wapon belonging to the volunteer service had been be ween Umatilla
end Fort Walla “alla, &t no time w re there as meny as "thirteen
wagons“ in eny train, loaded or wunloaded, From first to last the
Indlans have 9_91::_ captured 8 wagon train, loeded with supplies”

During the whole period of the war the Indians have not succeeded in

cepturing a sinrle article of quartermaester or com=issary stores or

su plies, ammunition or a wargon e In this respect the wolunteer

Gen1, Yool,

service presents a much ckhener record than does that of
The fndians have captured from the forces of Yenl. Wool supplies
for the regnlars, while from the volunteers they heve not such success
to boast, In this connecticn I mey allude to the fact tha in fpril
lest , in the vekima country, my command Pecaptured from the
Indians a portion of the emmunition obteined by them when they okkmsi
attacked and ceptuwred the Cmacades within pifle-rsnce of the
veteran §ools owm trained hands,

I have thus noticed the only accusations preferred by Genl.
Wool eagainst the volunteers and their offlccers since the date
of my commission as Cgl. of the Horthern neg‘l‘... the 218t Dec, 1

regret the necesaity that demanded of me the re futation of the greve
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and scrious falsehoods promulgated by Genl, “o0l ma so pers ‘stently
adhered to by one vho micht have added to "is laurels aad enhanced
the esteem In which he was once held by the peopls of Orezon, if
he had applied his strenzth to ths defense of our wide spread and
unprotected settlements in lieu of having wasted his energies in mmanly
disesphinat lon of false detractions and false accusations of those
brave and gallant men I had the horor to command,

I have the honor to be

Yory fespy. Your Obt, “ervt,

Thos. R. Cornelius :

Go1, 1st Regt, 0.4, Vols.

U

To his excellency, “eorge L, Curry

Gov. and commander in chief
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Tiah Vally 16th June, 1856
William H, Farrar, «djutant lat rezt, OMV,

8ir:

I heve before me your letter of
the 84 ingt. making ingquiries ss to the mamner off and the particulars
relating to the capture and death of the Yalla walls chisf Pee fee lpx
Hox,

On ‘he wmoraing of the firty of pecember, 18858, Lt., Gl. Kelly
commanding the 1st “egt, 0,4,Vols, marched with the larger portion of
his comnand in sesrch of the ocmp of Fee Fee Mgox Hox , We found his
camping place on the Touchet River, but he had left. Col, Kelly decided

to follow up the stream still further. #lad gone but a short distance
when we saw ‘ee fee Higx Mox in the distance with babout sixty armed
4 dlens displeying & flag of truce. The command hel ted end Pee Pee
Mox Mox edvanced with seven of his warriors, he ststed to Col. EKelly
through en interpeter that he wished to settle the difficulties with
out fighting , at the seme time acknowledging thet he hed pillaged and
destroyed the property of the white settlers in that valley andthat
he hed burned and spollated {t(sic) Walla Walla Cpl, Kelly told him
that he hed come there for the purpose of fighting snd 1f he did not
surrounder himself md mrms he could leave our com:and with his white
flags *hen he misht expect us to fight him, dygpeupon he gave himself
up wiih seven others as prismers of wmr. 9n the moraning of the &8th he
gent one of nis men out to briag in the other Indians thst they might
settle the aifficulties, He retumed not, Ye then moved up the river
to his second encampment, Yn approesching it the Indisns withdrew to the
adjoining hills, &nother weassenger was sent out to them, requesting

themto come 1n, ‘hey again refused entreatles were in vain. The com-and
then marched down to the mouth of the Souchet River to Join



Ma 3. @hinn.'nere one of ‘he prisones attempted to escape when they
wore all secured for the night. On the morning of the 7th & party of
Indisns mede their appesarance on the hills in front of our camp. Here
Yol, Kelly sent another messenger asking them to come in and give up
their arms. The»y again refused but demended of us their chief and ordered
us t6 paes no farther up the iver or they would fight us. We then left
camp on our wey up the Walle Walla River, Hgd not gone moré than 3/4 of
a mile when the i diens fired on twe of the men who were driving cattle.
Opders were then given to charge on them which was done. Here commenced
e running ight of ten miles in which s ome of our men were wo nded.
Col. Kelly wa then inquired of vhat s hould be done wlith the prisoners,
he ordered them tobe tied --in attempting this the prisoners tried
to meke their escape., ‘ne drew & knife and stabbed & men in tlve arm.
Pee Poe Mox Mox seized & gun in the hands of a Mr, Ugrfield
whereupon Wgrfield struck him such & blow as to fell him teo t he ground
He raised again and a second blow from the gun brought him to the ground
agein. The guard then fired upon and his exlstence soon ended.
I pegretted exceedingly the desth of Fee Fee Hox Hox at

that particular time, not but what he justly deserved it, but t he
necessity for it, and I am well convinced it wes unavoidable and that
the guardsonly done their duty

I am sir, respectfully

Your obt. Servt., H.V. Wilson, “apt. “o. 4,

1st “egt. 0.M.T,

0252 Aug. 1856 Report of Capt. A.V. Wilson relative to the manner
and causes of the death of Pee Pee Mox liox chief of the Wella Walle
‘ndiens. 7/68 0 hug, 230/56.





