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f’ibliograp hicdl references,

"The Pionear Stimulus of Yold," by Leslie M. Scott, Oregon Historical
Quarterly, Voi. 1‘8, Sept. 19174 weg00d, long article,

Oregon Higstorical Society at Vortland; might have extra copye.

Ay lorthwent library of consequence should hav o canplete file,

Yew exceppts only quoteds

eee.The first gold discovery , prior even to that of California,
apooars to have becn 1@de in the ¥Malheur country in 1845 on the
route of the I\Ieel;—cut-ofi"party. EL‘he gold was not then recognlzed and
fgg,%gsequent eff'orts to locate the spot were futile,
,;..Sca‘ctering appearances of gold, fin 1853-54 were announced fram
‘_b.rnt River in Lgstern Oregon ami Frim Yakina, Pend Oreille and
Coeur dtAlene rivers but their signhificeance was not realized.

(For gold disco eriaes of Durnt River see the Opregonian,
July 15, 185435 July 21, 1855; July 18, Reptember 25, 18619

The C1oarwater mines were dicovered in 1860; Salmon Rqver mines
in 18613 those of Boise Basin 1n 1862 and Owyhee in 1863,

(Reminiscences of the Igaho 114nes by Joaquin Miller appear in the
Oregon, Ilnv. 24,18905 p. 73 h:’tétory o the mines by Preston V.
Gillett, June 14, ,1899, p.93; July 17,1899,)

eofithorities do not agree ypon the first discoveries of the
fibericr country but it is khown thc the real awakening came from
the discoveries near Fort Yolville in the spring of 1855 and on
Kootenai river about the sume time. later in the year the John Yay
Valley in Oregon was favirably prospscteds

eesFarmers of the Willamette Valley mnd the Cowlitz and Puget
“ und, carpenters and b lacksmithse of % e towns anc villages..there

wore no clties then.es amd workingmen in all vocations dropped



2
their implements in 1861, asecur d pack horses Tor the journey
beyond the Ualles, boarded the river steamers of the Onegon
Steam Navigation company and hied then %o t he Igaho placer mines,

In the years 1861lw64 the Oregon Steam Ngvigation company
tranaported to the upper country 60,520 tons of which nea ly 22,000
belonged to the ysar 1864, In this perlod the number of passengers
up and down river wa nearly 100,000; 56,000 in 1864, Careful
estima ‘es place tl® number of perasons iIn the mining camps of Oregon,
Washinigton anc Idaeho In 1862 at 50,000, The number groat 1y increased
in the mext three yearsa. he boats from Portlandy upriver, in 1862,
often carried more than 200 passengers eachs In #pril and lVay, 1862,
the total revenue at *he Dalles from e ssenger trips on three
gstearhoats then plying the U.ppar Rivm* was more than 3950,000.

One stoamor took in more than 5)18,000 for fraolght and pascengers on
me tripe

es-...the main freight routes on lynd were the followings

From the 'matilla and Wallula on Cop ulibia river across Biue
Mountains along the 01d Opegon ‘rajl to “oias baain, Owyhee and
salt lLake City(A new road was finiphed betw en LaGrande and Vialla
Valla in 13084 1863) ...details of these routes are narrated in
Hgiley's ilistory of Idaho, ppe 94=09, 1235-26,





