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ROMNEY-FOR-PRESIDENT OFFICE OPENS IN WASHINGTON

The Romney-For-President Committee has opened a Washington office to serve as a
clearing house for nationwide efforts on behalf of Michigan Governor George Romney.
The new office will be headed by Leonard W. Hall, former chairman of the Republican

National Committee.

The office is located in a five-room suite of rooms in the Shoreham Building at 15th
and ‘‘H’’ Streets in northwest Washington.

EXCERPTS OF ROMNEY’S VIETNAM SPEECH

In his speech at the 150th An-
niversary Dinner of the Hartford
Times in Hartford, Connecticut,
on Friday, April 7, 1967, Gover-
nor Romney summarized his posi-
tion on Vietnam in the following
manner:

1. It isunthinkablethatthe United
States withdraw from Vietnam.

2. We must not over-simplify this
conflict by talking only in terms of
bombing or withdrawing.

3. The failure to induce negotia-
tions at this time should not result
in massive military escalation. We
should continue to seek meaning-
ful negotiations.

4. We must learnfromthelessons
of this tragic war to avoid similar
in the future. We
now must acknowledge the wisdom
of President Eisenhower’s decision
thirteen years ago not to deploy
ground troops in Vietnam. Start-

involvements

ing with a decision in 1954 to
afford most economic support and
limited military advice, we now
find ourselves totally committed—
with a current force in being ap-
proaching half a million men and
a direct budgetary outlay of at
least $24 billion yearly, almost
one fifth of our national budget.
5. We must give our gallant fight-
ing men our full support. We must
use military force as necessary to
reduce or cut off the flow of men
and supplies from North Vietnam,
to knock out enemy main forces,
to provide a military shield for
the South, and to establish mili-

- tary dominance.

6. Weshould help South Vietnam
to get an effective program under-
way to win the ‘‘other war’’, which
because of its inherent nature is
primarily their war.

7. At the point of achieving mili-

tary dominance, we should en-
courage the government of South
Vietnam to achieve ‘‘peace with
afnnesty” to avoid a very long
and brutal ‘‘other war’’.

8. If ‘‘peace with amnesty’’ or
some similar negotiated solution
fails, we should continue to help
the South Vietnamese win their
‘‘other war’’ but keep from Amer-
icanizing it as we have done the
military conflict.

| have even heard that the lead-
ers in Hanoi think a Republican
administration might come into
power that would settle on their
terms.

For what it is worth, | would
like to tell them right now that
here is one Republican | can speak
for who will not settle on their
terms under any circumstances.

America’s major objective and
contribution must be a just peace.
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GEORGE ROMNEY’'S VIETNAM SPEECH
Is PRAISED A by the Press

THE WASHINGTON POST: “Governor George
Romney’s Vietnam speech at Hartford on Friday
skillfully mingled legitimate criticism of the past
conduct of affairs with forthright endorsement of
American objectives.

“He deserves great credit for bluntly stating
that he would ‘neither give encouragement to
Hanoi’s aggressive course, nor undermine our Pres-
ident in sincere efforts to bring peace to Vietnam.”
He handled the dilemma of the opposition in war-
time with deftness and assurance. His speech,
in fact, was a model of restraint and balance.

“This sober and cautious speech will raise the
estimate of the Michigan Governor in the minds
of all moderates in his own party and it will earn
him new respect among the voters outside his
party. His first important foreign policy utterance
passes the first test of statesmanship—it offers
no quick, easy, painless or inexpensive solutions
for difficult, complicated and costly situations.
It will reassure his friends and give no comfort to
his country’s enemies.”

ROSCOE DRUMMOND, national columnist: “In
coming out strongly in support of the U.S. defense
of South Vietnam, Gov. George Romney is doing
more than just repairing past vagaries.

“He is helping to unify public opinion in the
nation so that Hanoi will have the least reason
to miscalculate that, if it can keep up the war a
little longer, the American people will grow weary
and force the President to give up the fight.

“Finally, he is solidly uniting the Republican
party on Vietnam at the very moment when lead-
ing Senate Democrats . are disuniting the
Democratic party.”

NEW YORK TIMES: “Governor Romney of
Michigan took a long step in his Hartford speech
toward removing the strategy of the Vietnamese
war as an issue for debate in the 1968 presidential
campaign. That makes it all the more likely that
the campaign will be waged on grounds most
favorable to the Republicans.

“The Romney speech . . . indicates that the
Michigan Governor has decided to let Johnson
rather than the war be the issue. The stroke may
have been delayed but when it came it gave that

clear lead for which those who wish to nominate
the governor had been looking.”

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR: “Governor
Romney of Michigan has proved that when he
studies a problem long and carefully he can come
up with the right answer.

“He studied the Vietnam problem long and
carefully. He came up with a position which (1)
avoids an immediate row with President Johnson,
(2) is acceptable to both dove and hawk wings
of the Republican Party, and (3) leaves Mr. Rom-
ney himself with freedom of action if the situation
in Vietnam, or about Vietnam, should change.

“The strategy behind the Romney speech is to
let Mr. Johnson go on managing the war all by
himself . . . Romney prudence leaves Mr. Johnson
in the vulnerable position of having to run and
defend an unpopular war.

“It would be a powerful position for a president
campaign.”

DETROIT NEWS: “George Romney’s lucid and
forthright address on the Vietnam war may well

mark his coming of age as a bonafide contender
for the White House in 1968.

“In outlining what he called his ‘basic approach’
to the war, Romney clarified much of what he has
previously said in less clear-cut and understand-
able terms.”

LANSING (MICH.) STATE JOURNAL: “We
believe that by showing as he did in his speech
his keen recognition of all that is involved in the
war, the Michigan Governor greatly strengthened
his standing in national politics in which he is
regarded as a front-runner for the Republican
presidential nomination in 1968.”

DETROIT FREE PRESS: “Gov. Romney now has
a 2,000-word base to stand on whenever the ac-
celerating campaign to put him in the White
House requires him to say something about the
war in Vietnam . . .

“In all, it was a performance that impressed
Washington. Not only did Romney finally provide
his views on Vietnam, but he did so in a manner
that is bound to win new respect as a serious con-
tender for the presidency in 1968.”




GEORGE ROMNEY’S VIETNAM SPEECH
Is PRAISEB e s 0 ¢ by National Leaders

SENATOR JOHN TOWER, R-Texas: “Your re-
marks on Southeast Asia were thoughtful, con-
structive and well done. | have been in several
places across the country in the interim and the
comments | have heard are favorable.

“My trips there have convinced me, particularly,
of the success and importance of the South Viet-
namese amnesty program. | believe you were cor-
rect in encouraging it.

“None of the commanders | have talked with
feel it wise or necessary for us to destroy North
Vietnam. They advocate continued, controlled
military pressure toward negotiations or an ulti-
mate ‘fading away’ of communist efforts.

“This is a position which | believe the vast
majority of Americans and of our party members
can and do agree upon. Your thoughtful analysis
represents a major contribution.”

SENATOR HUGH SCOTT, R-Pennsylvania:
“Governor Romney’s reasoned and well-balanced
analysis showed his keen grasp of a very difficult
problem. He demonstrated the awareness and the
kind of leadership qualities which have been lack-
ing for too long in dealing with Vietnam.

He avoided the simplistic appeals and breast-
beating of those who would use the Vietnam issue
for political expediency. Instead, he presented a
thoughtful statement of his views on present
necessities and of America’s future course of ac-
tion in Southeast Asia. His plea, for an honorable
peace upon which the Vietnamese can build a
stable and representative government with mini-
mum American involvement, is one with which all
Americans will enthusiastically agree.”

SENATOR WALLACE F. BENNETT, R-Utah:
"Governor Romney’s speech was a mark of true
statesmanship. Mr. Romney has become a major
contender for the Republican nomination for Presi-
dent of the United States. He has shown his
ability to win important elections; he has shown
that he is capable of governing one of our great
states; and now Mr. Romney has shown that in
the field of foreign policy he understands the com-
plex nature of America’s foreign relations as well
as the need to elevate this critical segment of
American national life above partisan politics.”

SENATOR JACOB K. JAVITS, R-New York:
"Governor Romney’s speech is a major contribution
to the development of public opinion and to the

hope for a peaceful solution in Vietnam. | applaud
his balanced, constructive and responsible ap-
proach to this difficult issue, so consistent with
the spirit of the bipartisan foreign policy identi-
fied with Senator Arthur Vandenberg of his own
state of Michigan.

In spelling out the lessons that emerge from
Vietnam, in warning that our military victories
should not harden our negotiating position and
delay an ultimate peace, and in urging the United
States not to Americanize the ‘other war,” Gover-
nor Romney has shown perception and understand-
ing of the problems.”

SENATOR JAMES B. PEARSON, R-Kansas:
"Governor Romney’s discussion of the Vietnam war
was an example of the understanding, responsi-
bility and statesmanship which has characterized
his public service.

He reassured our friends, without giving comfort
to the enemy.

He offered no simplistic solution for the complex
situation we now find ourselves in, but it was also
encouraging to note his emphasis on peace efforts
rather than war escalation and his favoring of the
transfer of greater responsibility to the South
Vietnamese people.”

SENATOR ROBERT P. GRIFFIN, R-Michigan:
“Governor Romney’s speech serves to give voice
to the nation’s concern that the Vietnam conflict
be resolved justly and with honor. He has warned
Hanoi that we will not settle for peace on Com-
munist terms.

He has drawn on the lessons of the past not only
to understand the present but also to plan a
bridge to the future.

His remarks show that while others talked, the
Governor thought.

To our enemy in Vietnam—as well as to those
who would seek political advantage in the strug-
gle—the speech says that politics stops at the
water’s edge as far as Governor Romney is con-
cerned.”

SENATOR KARL MUNDT, R-So. Dakota: “I
applaud the emphasis on interdiction and the
necessity of continuing pressure for a military vic-
tory. It probably will protect him from some of
the criticisms he has been getting. Ninety per
cent of the Republican Senators would agree with
Romney’s position.”
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HIGHLIGHTS OF GOVERNOR ROMNEY'S WESTERN SPEECHES

‘“We are becoming the party
of imagination—the party of
daring and reform—the party
of the future—the party of hope
for America. The Democratic
Party’s policies are played out
and discredited—it lacks the
imagination, the ability, or the
will to change direction.”’

— Anchorage, Alaska, February 19

‘I have proposed that we
establish a national Republican
Party Academy for intensive
training of young menand wom-
en as professional politicians.
It should be open to all young
people who want to build a
career in Republican politics. To
lead America into a new gener-
ation of progress, the Republi-
can Party must ally itself with
the energies, abilities and in-
sights of the new generation.”

—Salt Lake City, Utah, February 20

““We should seek fuller ex-
pression of our voluntary, prog-
ress-sharing principles so that
all Americans can participate,
contribute and develop. We
must make partnership through
progress-sharing our primary

national economic goal.”
—Salt Lake City, Utah, February 20

‘““Americans must learn, be-
fore it is too late, that other
nations—whether they are rel-
atively rich or abjectly poor—do
not want our domination or our
handouts, and yet they desper-
ately need our help. | believe
we will make a vast mistake in

- American industrial expansion

abroad unless we put our for-
eign operations on a partner-
ship basis . . .”

—Salt Lake City, Utah, February 20.

‘I believe that the people of
this country would respond in
overwhelming numbers if their
leaders asked them to give a
‘tithe of time’ in constructive,
voluntary effort. Four hours—
ten per cent of a 40-hour week
—spent in well-conceived vol-
untary effort at the local level
could reshape America faster
than federal programs ever
will.”’

—Idaho Falls, Idaho, February 21

‘“‘Based on its actions, the
Johnson administration ob-
viously believes that the federal
government, federal solutions,

and federal control are the only
answers to problems at the
regional, the state and even
the local levels. A few Gover-
nors, most of them Republicans,
have begun to prove other-
wise.”’
—Pocatello, Idaho, February 21
‘‘State and local fair housing
laws and practices must assure
every citizen the opportunity to
live where his means permit,
unconfined by artificial bar-
riers. We must also find ways
to bring to bear the great re-
sources of private industry and
businesses against the evils of
the slums.”
—Albuquerque, New Mexico,
February 22
““Today, our economy is dis-
ciplined. . .only by ad hoc in-
jections of the political judge-
ments of politically-motivated
Washington decision-makers.
The way is dangerously clear
for an inflationary economic
runaway, followed by a pos-
sible recession and the imposi-
tion of ironclad, arbitrary gov-
ernment controls on wages and
prices.”’

—Mesa, Arizona, February 23



