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Wilbur's theme song at services:

e Shall Gather at the fiver. Columbia,.

~

Induced his friend, Na han Olney of ?he Dalles, a sub-agent, to
take up allotments for his family on the Ahtanum creek.
Nathan died sobn after the move and was buried at Fort Simcoe
beside Lt. Allen, the one soodier buried there during its military
occupancye.
George Olney went tolive inth biz house and was chore boye
oturdy work clothes.
Form dable black coat for.*undays.
*hipping post, in his front yard.
Viaited prisoners in block house served bcripture with bread and
water.
Built churches, one for Chief “hiteSwan, scven miles fromagencye.
Ben Snipes..favorite cattle camp at “haker church on the “atus.
A man who beliesved so strongly in his religion that he would if
neecessary instill its principles by force; prewached
humilitye.

r

Mand of contradictions

Buried on reservation..like other devoted Protestant and Catholics
semay be that thelr work in some me sure wa: a bridge overwhich the
pionee 8 would pass toa riper andbetiter civilization.
# pioneer builder of strength and character,
Forerunners of a different era and did the work which times and
conditions reqguired them to do,

unused to the gentler methods of diplomacye
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commander, “apb. John W. Fraser and buried east of the fort.
Another burial m@ddUihdéded there was the IOddéhd sub-Iadian
agent at The Pglles, Hathan Olney. He and Father “ilbur became
acquainted at  he Dalles, vhere Olney was the f irst sheriff,
He DndDced0dindi @ad persuaded Olney to homestead inOdBefGdEananO
0 0@APANA0 DENE BFAd north of Ft Simcoe on “htanum creek a year.
(WP 488080 0
That was a ye = after Yather Wilbur became agent and bwo years later
when he diled, FOdRapcUddBLr0madd the carpenter at the a gency
made a coffin and Olney_s body was brought to tBe0 Ft Simcoe and
buried, @bottdadguaddandodoad aadiaodsad ubasdbuddadngsdo
Theare are other near y forgotten graves bHRABHABAIBLEREGU gBnUNa
@bd0tad QuarBabd6d Od Onid.edeadtcafld where far gotten people were buried
in sacred ground, about & quarter of a mile east of the
buildings.
:_‘ne god had not yet formed over Olneyis grave when the wife of
a gettler and her two children drowned wh le fording Toppenish cresk
by.ox team.

TQe Hesearch in G0 musty records at widely scattersd repositories
may eventually disclose Gedadldd debtails of the deaths and » urials
at P4. Simcoe in the early days. “uch reasearch 08 would be
a part of the national park service 's coopers tive work if the
restoration plan of the state parks commission is approved

by the Yakima Indian council,
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Lc_)nly legends link the old -adiskemdésnd of the Indians with the
dim geological past of the Simcoe country and the Yakima valley,
“The legends tell of three times that the earth was
destroyed, once by fire, once by wind and once by flood. Hpdessie
prophets of the & pl say that /f‘lood will again destroy the earth/’b‘m
"B The Srvi F 7he
Geological studies of the black compact Yolumbia lava and the
light colored sediment of Lake John Day which rests upon 1it,
suggest the origin of the @E@EEY old legends. “ut certainly
there could have been no Indians living in the old age of
active 9@@@a@be&d volcanoes, @B a great inland lake ,BM& the upheaval
of the Cascades andé easterly and westerly spurs . ‘hose
Wenk STRaVg gul
transformati ons eoaa’qe during thousarnds of years.
7¢‘°‘wﬁridge {s the long DEAE@AA rim of basalt that separates the

drainage of “atus creek from that of '?—Oppe nish(éreek. ;

The great fault leaves the highlands on the west of Mool«Mool
For ¥ miiLes
gnd extendsAinto the valley, dividing it like a wall ,“fems@d

wmtI5E. GEERAEe Its eastern finger tapers off to the level

sage brush covered plain closx§ to the Ya.kim river., Five miles
from it is the sharp uplift of gn_ipes mountain, centering the
valleye.
¥ 3
Z'geologists hav@ found lajge stumps of fossil oak and pine R v

trees on the crestd the ridge (REGEaoIeNaseNRePo south of \:" f

% Simcoe. Trey proj ect three or foet from te hower
| e 3 ,-;amrfliabg & ok :

g . Weathering of the John Day beds has exposed roots at
the surface and theystand as relics of a vast forest. Other
fossil trees are found at approximately thesame horizon at places
miles apart throughout Central “ashington, in the Yakima canyon

v

and toward "antage.



ﬁe breaking away of part of the fault scarp on the northern
&7 M

slope of ¥ ridge has caused many landslides.'rwo are gigantic

in size and while 0ld in I“dian legend are of aﬁch recent date

by geological standards that they still hae a new appearance.

[lha largest of the slides is five miles soufheast of » Simcoe and
the smaller is 15 miles to the east and is lmown as the Toppenish‘
slide.

he m;-ge mass that ‘broke away f rom t escarpment of
240 ey ¢ N CD i a

3,
ﬁgﬂw ridge' 15 half a mile long. <48 It roared @R
down the north slope LG@dde@m@edd and ploughed out énto the

pmﬂ plain for nea rl a mile.> It created m two lakes,

one of them retal ﬁe mass of rocks and earth pushed

e o AT AT \

“ahead by the sljde created a semi-circle of irregular hills from J

T

\ 200 to 200 feet high with steep o ter slopes. i
'@go—s?rﬂ: :)gkél;m i.;.'ke .“r;)‘eidﬁs anci lﬂolcanlc mm{;ere ploughed up
oy the larmdslide and in this material are foundOUEMEe fossils of
trees. ‘he slide wiped out a valley at thefoot, of the mountain
Luring the long peir'lods betw anmw’wﬁ an~a +AE"
thick sheets of Columbia lava flow the swface of the country was
disilnteg'rated sufficien tly to form a soil in which forests grew,
In time they were buried beneath showers of volcanic ash and this
wpnn was smothered by lava flows, Hot water}pm through

the rocks dlssolved the wood tissue ami replaced b-i-:-eﬁ(yo them
with silica and thus the grain of the.wood),

Tt st S

dut fg“w& * gwu.
as been preserved. Inthe millions of years that Bes passed

b (400 $5/¢
_Wﬁs Po S/ ‘?’% heOGp@e@d@mc the species has

become extinetd along with the camel the three-toed horse of

g woolay -

animals of the past. W@fﬁ. /»-’{ffﬂ ﬁ/d«’a: <Y 7"‘&—
past vt ow pee Jtvdidon ﬂky/““;*;»




Wnen the I dians came along they called “1gna1 Peak,
Lobated B wre. wEsas beginning of the AEEY 25-mile long
~og@ms ridge , Hym-sym-smahs

L§atus peak they called@iye-’i’am-lsh, two wives}-uajlheir
historians handeci down & story from generation to genex ation
talllni of old chz.ef and hi s_ tgo‘:v&v'es, one oldm Gt L

the ea. ;t a nd the young one, on the west / #M T

i \ The Simcoe slide was caused by the ramblings of Speel-yea,
-8ggaaaad or Coyote, the fpglbd god of Indian mythology who lived
north along “htanum 1 dge where also lived Mink, Nok-Shy and

Beaver, Yuk-Ah or Yish-Puss.Their name for t he ®lide moad

up mwg:ge is TahmiteKa-Lo-Kee, and €@ the ridge

frem—iteo-weslaln.begigedme €@astward for eight or 10 miles amd
’phe adjolning land was callsd the same»!-. ‘ ,;,w' T

g@f_mo the na th was w, where the Indian , White bwan

s w—— Py EAL wmqnv =ik
a y —_— L LU PP vy WA e -‘aAh:Q:ij Y 4 -"Q‘ A . ¥
e e O O i A x ; e

%ﬁ was not g

Yakima Indian but he rose to influence among the Yaki g s and

became the ir chief. He owned land at “hite Swan . He md two

other Indian names ,-SadBESEaNReE Via-He-Look (swan) and Ow-Hans-

Pikes (standing on hill, looking oV e ) |
(White ™wan)

.

\ . :
he old wagon road to Yakima ©8@w from fort Simcoe went through

¥

white Pwan am pased over the hill to Y“iley City. It was called
Q'Sch=it o The ™dians called the old time hacks zsick-zsick.



, barterir%
';‘he fur tgreddugodays were dying out in the N rthwest a century ago

at a time when the revival of the old I dian religion had reached

its senith. DPanaOdd ¢thé dDrleatm@8axPasted 600 dha0 flae Dapd Od ailOdRa 0

Trading Posts where the Indians had their first cOntodtdwi6RO
ggﬂgéed the w0 0Qd new civilization, its gaudy baubles, whisky,
disease @ndogondabdadaddtde and PusCdadbatdnatdnd ¢ AdGaldcdno
@hdd only a tantalizying ®£gggeof the the real strength of the
new civilization were doomed Llike tBO the Indians. Tha08PEAd 0aDABHO0
Bieandassod
ghe Umé 0d De Qdtareadd 0d0tha0dodaden 8deana0dndon Uthe
Drmms of the Dreamers beat furious ly for a time with a growing
900 confidence that was quickly stiffled by the martial tread of
thedpald@eps 0ando &he0 daguandd Hede iy OAon B4C8RAAGEAdAd men sent OG
into the new “est to find a path for the conqueror of t heOHQAGED de8S
any wilderness, the wrailroad.

Qrd Washias foms OTUARS

01d Oregon,{m mer really a fur country under the #“mericans
and by the time the soldlers were foraging OuadodGhad —% the
Indian @Ly the posts were dolng more mercantile business
wlth settlers than swapping with the “Red Men.

Eha Hudson's Bay congangdhad ccmpany's principal stronghold ':Ln
Washing ton territory was Fort Vancouver. "*hepost at Yort Wglla Yglia
below the j netion of the Snake with the Columbia was of minor
i mportance .mao&mwccgmmaq On €1 edonacdiandad 0y 0d 06 4 A4 040d 0d0d
@B ow6 d¥e bida Uf ad e Owas0ned td fr Odfg od ba Aced 6 OF ga td Yaadadd e
Also oD0EBE1A0cOnsaguence nad 0dbdtdad of small consequence and
already aOpPaddea@d & i gddadd rapldly becoming a relic of the past

was Fort Okinakane on the Ghia-Wana a little above the mouth of
(,c LU\ s A i B

the Okinakane river. Higher up on the »

G RlC W

OBGgPdd , just above
Kettle falls, was Fortg Colville,};h[gxt in im—;‘;ortance to Fort Vancouver,

With Fort Kontamie, not far from Flathead lake, m8d6 was the



last of the posts in the o untry east of the Cascades and above

the 46th parallel, Tofaddd 05' the Yacific side of the mountains

VOBO land
F rt Hisqually,@a@ushe located on tOuddd®8y held by the

Puget Sound #gricultural Company ,was the only major fort of
importance in the‘ territory.,

Fort Hall, atthe head of “nake river and Fort Boise, almost
directly across fran themouth of the Owv~hee on the Snake river were
the only two east of the mountains in the Oregon country while , West
of the Cascades the principal 06dBI®Ed post was Y'ort Umpqua on
the river by that nams, “@apo Champoes m the Willamette below
the falls of Oregm “ity?rnguvie's island at the mouth of the
Willamette,

lhe fall in the value of beaver pelts wiped out the trade at the
old posts which were importing BOdd fewer Indian goods and trade
was turning toward cash or to dealings with the firstsettlerse
Not long ve ifore the posts had been dolling out a red cocktail plume
for each DlAR black fox skin, -or perhaps 8 qua terof a yard of red
cbth, according to the whim of the TIndian; ten charges of powder and
ball for a rrd fox or marten and thirty charges for beaver, bear or
otter hides. Cam@e'dﬂeﬂi)dﬂd@ﬁt}ﬂ

Uompetition from the “mericans wa0DBA was beginning to tell ,
the white se vants of the comany were settling and becoming
naturalized as @Glddd their time of bondage was terminated and even
officems of the company were ftlrdddd turning to the new country
for a new life,

B9aed théd Iven the missionar i s were caught in the undertow of
civilizati on bOO before the t ide glbdeded ga thered new power and
surged over the Dwrd land. The Presbyterian stationg among the
Cayuse at Waistpu on tae ®al@i@hd “alla Walla had been dDeO0EA

o 0 DaddQododiiodd washed out by b1l00dd blood and the missions
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among the Spokanes at Chemakane wnder “alker and Eels,88Q among

the Nez ‘erce at Lapwai near the mouth of the Clea rv;rater under Spalding
and # Kaima B@@héd high on tle same river under “mith, heaQ

were abandon ed.

The Methodist mission at 'heODg0dds Dalles, on the lower

Uolumbia died with the trader posts.

Only the Jesulty and Oblat Oed®dsd fathers carried on missions
among the @ndians of “astern “ashington . Lwo of the Jesults
were sOWEAGE®A at Fort Colville 088 two WoO were working among
the Coeur d'Alenes and Pend d Oreilles . The Oblats had a
mssio in the Yakima valley, alternating between sQAQ 8tD0 stations
each summer amiwin ter and a station @@dﬂﬁ&d@@ddj:gﬂ the Wglla “glla
country. The “@8A6 Catholic mission among the Flatheads at St
“ary's was abandmed in 1851 because of the verring Blackfeet,

The soldiers viewed only Fort Vancouwr as worth maintaining
0880 and holding until purehdaGa ¢od Adotedad bdnge d 8Pddd its purchase
could be arrangeds ‘hen the tempo of the “rums of the Dreamers in
Indian camps through the whole ©edfd@ddstOdandd Northwest stepped up
and the 860 soldiers came in fa ce to throw up forts to hold the
country and protect the settlers who overran the I,dian land.
Bé0a600hd Gdexic qa aeRLe
‘he wilderness quickly re claimed same of them, @0808d villages and
towns sprung up ar aind cbheds (Bl Odbheded sane aml others
Dedadied were converted into Indian agencies.

Fort Simcoe in the Yakima coantry 96 where Smo-*“ha-La had sane
of his unsavory experlences with the soldiers , born in the ddays
of t e Indian @9 wars, flourished in ©¥ its full glory during the
early days of t BUH®d the reservation and then was DEDBOA deserted
shedkevinObhinewoeabury , remains tody the finest preserved of

any of the old forts,.



4% Fort Simcoe, in the days of t he agents, lived and ruled the
astounding James H. Wjlbur, Father Wilbur to the Indians DPEHAGE@M 00
who for sook the olc gg%: and for whan he woBldOdébd lived laboriously
but an uncompromising, bitter enemy of the Dreamers.
“round GRMIO®PIEd the forts, during the Indian wars and scares
revolved the soldiers,O8add®0® @ dthe safeguarding the frontier
fpr the settlers who were bullding a powerful government. Ohen _They
thelOd@atidisd founded the agencies 86dd o the resefvations.@ﬂd
Bvéadad goangd agehoy
Then came the agents, a temporary expedient of ©® the government
Wi Oieae A@o ¢ pad Qe u D 6 Aitiad AP 6 S0 @@ e bAds d0hadd €16 d D Qii®a8dh dddie c 6ae
HH80nBHAGA PHSEPH O A0 B ABHOAOR0 daLbaEd 'f*’he expanding goverrment
g@wéOﬁﬁéOdﬁﬂﬁﬂ@ﬂudfd@ﬂQdﬁg@i@d@&Oﬁ@dﬁ&ﬁd@@@ﬁ@dd took the control of
the agencies from the military amd gave them over to the newly
com: 8sioner of Indian affairs
®OBLEVLADAAADE PBAG0 GDITdOdarD affad el 0daiiithe DLARENCEGEAEd agents
and economically the young
were put in charge--temporarily the g@wed®dd bureau Gadaddufddd said
until the Indiansadopted the new culture and became absorbed by t@eo
civilization «
BheOdgetoddoddy The new burean grew with the years until
a century later tHegaOdtdd it was still teaching Indians to adopt the
way of the white man and for every fQ0 full blooded Tndian
on a reservation, thee were four government employes. %@ for ever
Ogb® acre of Indian laml, t here were a dozen ureigy Strangers,
8till seeking possession . £
Cast off by the Ureat White father , the River People who kept the
faith of Smo-Wha-La, adopted, in their waythe customs of the
new civilizatlion, retained, strictly, their religliom@Q0 and refused,
steadfastlyto follow the weak paths @QaOdha0dewoworlddd that the

origiml white men in this country,never laid out .,



4 century ago when W of the Padla6dd rail:oads

pointed westward from across the Missourl,@8Q0 decay was setting in
080 at the old for ts,

Fort vancouver was the place that supplied the other posts with
a diminishing 6Q@dPdgd stock of goods. I was encircled by &0d4006&kadey
&P FattBsLdbyodvsldabddd 12-foot high stockade, 200 yards wide by 175
yards lorg. :J_astions @ the northwest ard southwest were mounted with

cannon. the 800 stockade protected the governar's house, 6maddan
two small buildings occupied by the clerks , 80UdGva five big

two-story ware houses, office and dwellings for families.
T'e United “tates rented a large store house QuABEEdEeddodBsDao
built of squared logs , located outside tie stockade. Near by
was a village of 60 cabins where the se vants of the Hudson's
f’ay company, the Kanakas and Indian employes lived and a saloon,
patronized by everyone, was built on t e bank of t he Columbia,
Peter “kene Ogden and”onald MacTavish were the factors and
because they saw the handwriting on the wall they were making oQdpo
nedgpfdndy few repairs on t he rdecaying buildingse.

“he Hudson's Bay fort amd the U.S. banPadks barracks were located
on the company's land claim which eflbddddd was a®O0 four miles
square ard inclﬁd ed & thaisahd acres of land under cultivation/
whe ¢ the farmer had his small home and where there were sheds amni
8 tables,

“ast of the holdings was the Mill claim, two and one-half by
thpe thre e-fourth miles square and here a tempermental sawmill
werated when high water in the . river did not prevent. iwo Bpaldl
otnon small prairies , behind the main holdings, were also

claimed by the company.

TR 4 mef/i e re SGYW1 -8 Lo /_a,&bi
1i%¥Aings anmdl 6ffices encldseld by-an adob (1},/ 56 /yards




Fort "alla Walla was made up of several single-story

adobe brick bulildings and an of fice and was surrounded by a 35-yard
squal;e adobe wall. It was rated valueless by the #“mericans except
where horses cauld be kept for efdgddd emigrant trains and
for cash trade with a few Indiens who had money. Surrounded by a
waste of drifting sand, the fort was badly in need of repairs.
“ short day's trip up the Yalla Walla was the farm, t00deaRDQ
Dud 0ddaEeRQd 8 dudusledana dddiagd a broken irrigation dam, Owo small
house, two small buildin & and ‘d@mi:d dOLO dairy.

----- - Pambrun was the chid c.erk at W@lldOded0aoandodad Fort
“alla Yalla andOneéd wiBhdDdud@ed® @@ he had an interpreter,

y ) I
two traders and six men, lanadians and Indians, — 5[(’ M
\ S;ép'ﬂo'ik 7...,7
Fort Colville, high on the Yh00 big rdvge river was smaller
< _one=story
than “ort Yancouver but next in mportance. +he buildings, a dwelling
several store houses, sane smaller buildings including the
blacksmith shop were built o squared logs.80Q @EAOAONSdBIDRG
wer e00000086Q0qWdBHIR0A0T0&PADA0 dqied @ciodmaidde. The fortfwas set
on the second terrace fran theriver, secure from high water,
*he 0ld s®oglk@dé stockade, 70-yards squar e had be en removed Q6@
except on the nath and was used to enclose a small yard and the
off'ice . Onelfad tdodOnemedfedd Ruins of one bastion remained,
and slab wood hay sheds
Thir ty paces to the rear were the cattle yard, REFOGL®H&0afndOOGher
enclosed Andvo0didTBOAREAd by rdg0dédhd rough f encing .
Adjolning the main fort were BUt8c seven RAEEAQABHEOdhGHE8dOROBKE OO
i 6@ Candlage & 0d0d he OdadpPangOddddd tumbled-down huts, inOwbo
Ovhfich the homes of minor employes of the c anpany. # few hundred yards

to the rear were three store buildirgs.



Three miles from Fort Colville, on the Slawntehus, was a QAQED
mDIA Ju grist mill, using one pair of stomes where ycars before
flour was ground for the nar thern posts fromwhead grain grown on
the company's farm, now lightly cultivated.

In earlier days a chief factor, the highest officer In charge of
a station lived at Fort Colville and canpiled the annual accounts
for the whole comtry before they w re sent across the mountains.
Goods were sent through the post to thRO the rorth and a century
ago the stafil at the old fort had been0a®t®de-r ecduced to

MeYonald, the chief clerk, a trader ard 20 Camdians and Iroquois.
TRk d 'jilf’ona('S‘

It was thejIndians who brought the first news of t e coming of the
new way of 0L9e0 lii‘e‘ to the fiver People and it was fram them
that a part of thg old r(elig;ion of the PQ&U Plains and Middlewestern
Indians was w‘ the W&.C/L&b THav—a
¥ormer servantsof the company, neear oy a score of Canadlans had
settled on claims 'along the ®lawntehus.

Fort Okinakane was s®@EEED on a plain along the right bank of

t the C:lumbia down siream from Fort Yolville and a Trosdeaadatindspo0
shor tway upstream f ran the Okinakane river . @8 I+ camsistcd of
three smallhouses, prptegted by a stockade and it was drawing ifs
dyl g breath. :Lhere was but one trader, a Canadian ani he HRE=E@S0
@0@od8L rarely had goods to trade with the Indians a0 who
payelyd as rarely had beaver, fox or muskrat skins , In years
past 1t was the stopping place for the bateaux of theUbo&tnen
Canadians and breeds on the® trips up and down the Columbia

from ¥ort Vancouver to fort Colville.

Fap ugowerd cbhodDaodhes st were dB@6d odben &s cliabl oane BRodshe
QpdngUae Dovdsd eREqDaGngnkIMOdtrdbdnEbd 0f 0a vrOHOAEPERLREH EE

Far to the southwest was Fort Poise, dying as a fort



8
but pelng born as a city of the new “est. It was hdodDyUnoredtdan

a way~place jor €he JtDadededdoidvdatedOndidaedoandlTennql

audfd OBeds dd dedaatd

B Aitanaoatd S oddmataantanaanilthebed occasional
emigrants 8d0daid and the Ipdisns who fowmd a tracer and @ES a handful
of Kanalkas living there . Yort Hall, atthe head of the “nake, wag
~ regarded as nore important, dealing with the enmigrants and
the SAle Palt Lake coﬁntx*y but the military men regarded it only as
a8 thiE W0 third-rate establishment e

Over toward the setting sun andPuget Sound, Fort Njsqually
was trading more with settlers than @hdLIRdedGdrdd the isolated
nterior forts. Iywas located high above water danger on a
prairie, a cluster of little buildings €Heded sheltered by the
inevitable stockade. “wo miles above bthe mouth of the ““wlitz river
was the fort, s granary and a little plot of farm land and at
Uape “isappointment was tRAUdRaDAOER®DEE a small store where an
old servant of the Budson's j"ay Cofdagd company lived with only

tidians and setvtlers for occasional companions .

BSse posts axl foris.. Wyéth..



Fort Simcoe , established at Mul Myl spring in the
Sim-Kvwee @0 on “ugust 8, 1856 and abandoned by the army on May 22,
threc -ye@@OH0 years later wash.t the first built in that part of
the Yakima valley. *here were Indian fortifications built
onthe Simcoe forke. “he blie-coated soldiers tBAAOEDE 1A
who trailed north from The Yalles in 1853,crossinv over to the *op-
Nish and then the ®im-fwee country, thed while the Keav
pack mules, heavily loaded with army mations, supplies and surveying
equipment groaned ard complained under the heavy loads, came
across the fortificatios.
fhey were built on a fGf@efBowcridgelOtwo 200 yard ridge ahd We re
spacedzo yards apart. (ne wa square withrounded corners,formed
by an earth embankment capped with stones an@Udhéd It was 30 feet
long and tl® walls three feet highe. Adobe bricks were used
forthe other ,built 1n the formof & rectangle and it was built with
falls three feet high with loo~holes set six feet apart in the
18=-inch walls. Both forts were tofitiu within rifie shot of neighboring
hills and wereUpud@dd constructed in 1847 by ®kloo, a brother of
Ka=-mia=-kin asg defenses against maurauding parties of Cayuse
Thed® dldddrd dfe Be
The party was one of several exploration groups, gent
into the Yakima valley under command of Capt. George B 1gCiellan
(dadexOe onoRnd@nd od tihe pdHogd oi' the ¢ orps of ergineers, to find
a practical route far & railway across the Cascades.
ODi Lte J.K. Dyncan, third& artillery, Lt. 8. Mowry, Lt. H.C. Hodges,
@.@ J.F. Minter, civil &€h@id engineer ; George Gibbs, geologist and
Yr, 7.G. Cooper, naturalist, were s nt on the exploration.
“apt. McClellan, whe later became commander in chisf of the army,
lef't Fort Vancower in July and he went northwardas far as Fort

Okinakane onObH@AOC0QR@RaHT0AYd Bdbal afd0 donnngdid@ly and then



Fort colville before turning south into the Spokane country where
he goined Gove I.I. Stevens .

Lt. Sylvester Mowry examined & route from the Wenas southeast
to the Columbia.B8fd Lt. Hodges joined I\’[cclellanis party in the Kittitas
after coming from Yort S80 Steilacoom over the mountains and down the
“aches pass. -

The party, led by “apt. McClellan found Show-f-Wai Ko-*i-a-Ken
or &@¢ -ce, a ybUY younger brother ofUEAE of Ka-mi-a-kun
living on ‘oppenish creek, not far fram the bubbling springs of

country

Mul Mul. His father was a falouse fr m the fapledst, north of
the “nake river and east of the Y0 0f “olumbia.

Bpom The trail followed a long the south fofk of the TOppenish
It left the stream at the f ork and turned back northesst over &
basaltic broken spur. Then it led over a thre e-mile 8 tretch of
sandy,gravelly soil, coverdd withsage and wild rye grass. In the
val.ey of the “im-“wee theyfound cottonwood,860 mapbe tree8o
and a few scrubby o@@ white oaks,

“fter crossing the“im-fwee the trail ran north eight miles to
the “htanum, separa ed from the wmlley by a high barren b asaltic
spur, its slope covered with sharp fragmem_;s of 1 ose lava,
Then it dropped down over softer soil to the valley, half amile wide.
4t the ford there a Ahtanum creek it purmd eastward three miles o
the “htanum mission, near which Ka-mis-kin lived. fram the
mission the route led northward for 37 miles into the
Kittitas country after crossing the Kwi-Wichess (cowiche)
Nachess (Naches) and Wenass (Wenas and Entinum, seven, 10

ard 27 miles apart,



‘pe era of fort building in the Yakima valley started in 1856
a year after the treaty with the Yakima nation at the council of
walla wWalla .

It was prompted by the growing uneasiness of the Indians ,
fearful that the increasing numbers of settlers, streaming into the
Horthwest and the far-ranging miners., Yhat led to open hOspQ
hostilities that flared into the UaB@méd Indian wars, the last
major conflict in the territories, |
- Col. Y“eorge ﬁ Wright, who embarked on a peacemaking expedition
into t he Indian country built Fort Na-chess of earth and willows.
It was on the south bank of the Ngches river eight miles fr om Yakima
anmithe okd-timers called it the basket fort.Yl. wright eand his
ninth inflantry cafvéddddtanerema ndadtiér OdDAONEd0 dad OPyuné 500
men plus pack train detachments, stayed there in May and June and
later swung nor tlward to the “enas, Kittitas and into t he Wenatchee

c ountrye.
Maje. RObert §. Garnett arrived on the Yaches on June 13
with two companiesA and set out with Lt. Col. Steptoe é.nd
three companies to construct Ft. Simcoe. Col. Wri_ghi: was encamped
early in #ugust on Toppenish creek, Fort lNa-Chess had been abandoned
and work started #ugust 8 on the military post , designed to be a
four copany post with cofif@ companies G and ¥ of ‘the ninth infantry

in charges



Opders went out from “ov. Stevens from Olympia early that year
to consgiruct a blockhouse ne@r0 in the Yakima country “near the
“ap' where 200 men were to be stationed. ‘that fo®6 sdadLBOS

station was to have been patterned after “alla Walls

Fort Walla Walla on the Columbia ne'ar where the “alla “allsa
river entered that stream , was established by the Northy West
¢ ampany in 1818.808d008daHandd edd s 01 884d It burned in
1842 and was l1l@Ger rebuilt of adobe bricks . he fort wss abandoned
in 1 855 DydBéLe0EBapamEad0E I ASEBdTaad Yol. Wright and Col.
E.J. Steptoe selected a new site, GOdAdDEAd on Mill creek

within the present city of “alla Walla in September, 1856,



