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' BIRTH AND GROWTH OF A RESERVATION
Creatton of the wmmwms Reservation brought togéther fourteen tribes

and bands, in some instances of different lingulstic stock, compelling

them to follow eccnomic pursuits that were alien to &k their tradition;

and to adapt themselves to unfamillar value systems,
b oras P
Three years before the agency was ssk—mp st ‘ort Simcoe, the slow
orocess of gathering the scattered, lesderless people was commenced.
When F, Robie was local agent at The Dalles on August 30,1856, he
wrote to Gowernor Stevens that @aptain Frederick Dent, brother-in-law

of Uylsses S. Crent was working on a wagon road from The Yalles to Fort

Simcoe and that Major Robert Selden Garnett was "gettdéng on well with his

improvements," Mmmrr o{(‘:or-t Simcoe) Im

alsd e AT T —J.-am"l"'"mxn«“' y.

ﬁu.b\ktﬂ Mﬂ? A Olup bra fRivea .
mre 900 ae—f-m-uz‘zﬁm, 1,200 at the €ascades and The Palles,

kbl b :
and 1,300 in.the “imcoe Vﬂlayﬁv{,as called gk-Smkwee a%ﬁr

a place ngme for a saddle in the hills northeast of tha MW

am/ ‘he daily subsistence wesa&a=os

thhespesple amounted to 1,500 pounds of flour and one beef .g®

Kamliakin
Because #® would not come upon the reservation thrausbh{ear of

m, the Yakimaswere esst adrift end thelr ===y guldance =
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too often was entrusted to doberdeusdy 1lnefficient %gents.
Ihe first regulsr agent, Pr. R.H., Lensdale ceme from Olympia when that
town had only a few houses and where he was a Justice of the peace and
le sty 1o,
a doctor., @i Superint endent "Edward R, Geary in December, 1859,
ne=reeesssd thet "Kamiakin is much needed., I know of no one who 1s adapted
to supply his place.,"
James C, Geer,-mie was living in the Simcoe Valley in August, 1857, <wems
an
acting in te unofficial capaclty as local agent. Eknner & Co. had a 1license
to trade near Fort Simcoe, established a trad ng post a mile away contrary
to the wishes of Major Garnett who ordered the building torn dqwn.’Fhe
traders were later allowed to locate a quarter of a mile from the fort
Wexe Lheg reonsinest while soldiers were posted WArNguard to see that ieesEn
troops did not patronize the place.
lhe Army was responsible for feeding and clothing those in the Simcoe
Valleijgﬁ,iocal agents at ‘ne Yglles, Cascades and “hite Salmon cared

A faﬁdiﬁaAm&L
for the people there as best they could. he war had upset thexh55!$k

rur¥EXt food quests which took the people to diffemnt aréa§§$§%§29
Aumgen bord pond™ 8 rhodaodod Ua lonfurd fosplos
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eyl fenced 42 land nar th of the river. ‘he same

year E.S. JoSlyn located near present Bingen, built & home , set out an

_ which -
orchard and cultivated 1and.ome§ewmt became the White

Salmon Agency.

Joslyn left during the war but returned, demanded the property and

\.vngj Juloan
lived there until 1874, 3 1 caused the government to ldok for

another location and Yort Simcoe was selected.

[N LSS 9 i The Sems JRan
Thz\wwyw(the territorial legislature formed "Clickitat" Gounty

and located the county seat at Rockland across from “f'he "Dalles at

/R mo U

m
present “allesportjm-ﬁansdale was instructed to\E& the "nhite

galmon Agency smdowesmpya=rt to Fort Simcoe., #e wrote to J.W. Nesmith,

superintendent of +ndian #ffairs at Ss.ILem, Oregon, May 16,1859;

Of The B fumth JwFandrg,

"Captain Archer|(James J. Archer of Maryland, later General Archer

of the Qonfederacy)‘)ww in command of this post, Simcoe,

has been ordered by General Harney and as arranged by the genersal and

yourself, tumed over all public buildings at this place." CTher?Q were
'{'wQNf;}.—one , Valued ot ¥30,0600),

Archer, writing from Fort s'.ln:ncr;)e to Headquarters, Pepartment of Opegon,



April 18,1859, said:"I have this day turned over all public buildings

X ?J/u/l\m. o
ew—tirts—gset to R.H, Lansdale ." " and some of the troops marched emey to
join the Northwest Doundary Survey and otherjtmq:s were ordered to fort

Daliles, leaving a detachment of fifteen to guard the military stores st

Lansdale removed to the agency,June 2, and loss no~bime An_segtleg up
Mmyf\_u\e wrote to Geary:"I have sdso commenced farming operations,

i
purchased crops of grain growing in the fileld snd puiriothe grsuad for-

By #Eesms¥%t spring the emplpyes were feeding and taking care of stock,
procuring rails for fencing and preper ing an orchard and gardens,
) on
Yhree hundred trees, mostly apple, were set ou%(he old parace ground,
fs Sow

and men were 'pEE=%o- plowing Pee=soWilz crain, Lansdale sald thet "the

wheat sown last fall has proved a total fallure because of alkall 1In the

soil or lack of rain,"

Cortire

with James Knox of Linn County, Oregon , on

cad
gy 29,1860, to purchase 100 iig*:/of cattle, paying #10 2 head for
yearling heifers and %17 for two year olds, Then he bought an additional
fifty cows and calves and five bulls , re-introducing livestock into

the Yakima Valley. Kamiakin, as early as 1836, btxmmxkik acquired cattle
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from the Hudson's Bay “Yompany at Yancouver and developed herds ER—Zhese

or
wege scat tered & killed during the war,

Saygeul P/
Wihen the salmon run s the Lolumbia, George H. Abbott, sub-Indian

Agent at Tne Dalles was directed to help lay In a supply for!ni nter use

end to purchase a ton or two of salt and f¥ty barrels for curing and

packing the fish.

A saw mill was under construction, s}J‘ig,,OOO having been appropriated to

bulld it and a proposed flouring mill,

Gnd Chan
/rmhad brought in 147 Klickitat Indians from Lewls River Valley
Wwis Suddenhq Suspoa—isd

A (ALA 4 IR Slgl= e SRINE L (15

sugpended because of 'serious charges," 7The following repart can be found
in the flles:

"Superintendent of indian Affairs, "ashington, D.C., 1861, reports
serious charges have been brought against #gent R,H, Lansdale, now in
charge of Fort Simcoe #gency , during the month of November and December

last year which induced Edward R. Geary to s‘uspénq\ that of ficer fr—em

A

dxareise ofhis—~office until an Investigation could be mede regarding

said charges end ardered C.M. Walker , inspector of Indien Affairs in
the Territory to proceed to Fort Simcoe and relieve Mr. Lansdale which

he did, asrriving at Simcoe 6n Jauary 3,1861,"

Lhet~is -what thewecordshews, In reality there was & confusion
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L, dvchwe s

- : Thatn
% szruhwfaﬂ/ 6 Gy
over authority o officialsﬂﬂoreover , payment for employees
did not come through d&maximmm and some of—th®

woplemed—=whe had gone two and three years without salarye(m

Lansdale, on Ysnuary 4, 1861, acknowledged that W,B. Gosnell was

He - o fis (2557 P Uy Covap~
appointed sub-agent, W&n&mm

SeRie
&tEgee temnorar 11y in the emergency.

Gosnell renewed a contract with J,R. Stark and John W, Allen to cut
100,000 feet of plne saw logs “within four miles of the saw mill, at a cost
of three dollars per thow and feet."

a Ja.

c@i—,jn a report to u‘rear':,r on January 26 , 1861 lwfxx®hs told how

tHe—fbr—He visited the mill and found the dam unfinished. fhen he

inspected the beef cattle they were unfit for slaughter, weighing only
175 pounds each.
mmat\ﬁesides the employes, 120 indians were being fed.
There were 21 yoke of work oxen of which Lansdale claimed nine but they
were 'old and mm worn out." There mxm were 21 heed of horses and seven

mules of which four were being used to haul 1ogsxbb¢-thmmﬂ~1,.-
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The 355 head of sheep and 50 lambs were in good condition and &obert
Rantoul, the herder was "en excellent man,"

Uosnell wrote:

"The faxyxmxzxme farms seem to have been awfully neglected, There is not

& de-ﬂ ‘
He recammended that 200 hoes and six plows be purchm " four -

plows are on hand,"

The scheol}m in Operat&;nr that year for the first timeywas under
"the superint endency of th&%ames H, Wilbur assisted by Mr. “'right and
lady n r £ 8 n

"There sre now fifteen boys and three girls in dally at tendance."

&n June 1 Cher les R, Hutchins mew—mms#d special agent , writing to
Geary reported;"I have this day relieved Uosnell., (GFoods stored & dt
Roekland can be teamed to this post at contract of ¥40 per ton.A‘bout
14 Indians are at work now for the government. The wages paid them is

; 28
$30 per month and rations,
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%—@efore the end of the month , lumber was ready for the flouring
mill which H.W. Shipley was to erect. The sawmill on Simcoe Creek was in

"constant operation.”

B,F. Snelling was superintendent of farming. One of the farms contailned

K
200 acres of "good soll and has a crop of hay and 32 1/2 acres of oats

P&«s—wm*—@v-i—ilehh-@—)— ‘Srnallar aw‘-pa o £ Paaz, bhrekd fo5f alde
a_1/2~0fpeas;7 oI barTey; M1/ of WHest end\5 of-potsfoes. md—is”

(e~
Jk‘be;i.n.pg enclosed by a boa d fence.f/
"Another farm selected on & branch of &imcoe Creek, five miles distant,
cons ists of 300 acres but impregnation of alksalil renders it useless.’
"There are three gardens in the immediate vicinity of the agency
emmskEkdng containing mhelk about elight ac res which are planted with corn,
oats, barley, potatoes and other vegetables.‘:
The next agent, Ashley H. Bancroft, was appointed by President Abraham
Lincoln. ’Bancroft was a brother of George ‘Bancroft, a historian,
United States Minister to Prussia in 1867 and father of Hubert Hiowe
Baneroft whe e histories of the Pacific C'oast and Mexico nave never been

equalled., Yet the agent,bancroft proved a failurw%rémoa—r

He too, and because of Civil War conditions, and his employees/‘ went for

extended periods without pay and to subslst themselves



from the storehouse,

Leaders of the different tribes or bands were disturbed. ‘hey reported

Aol wd i g

N T eSSy

and by the second yesr of

that ennuitles were
Bagereft *sadmimistTaLIon had become so small that they were not vwo rth
making the trip to secure. %,Many refused to go after their goods,
believing that the @reat ¥nite Father Sw—dasirrrmen must be angry with them

. and meant to do them harm or he would not have sent a man such as Banecroft
to look after them.

il
The Rev. Wilbur . was held 1$res§ect

by _sherInéiaxs. and they confided in him rgeedine thelr\feetings—Lor
%Wubur tried to resson with Pancroft ahdcthiscfimeils-eesnited—in

dPnatur Aerdive_foriasiinptonFetritory, and In a letter two days later

il

asked permlssion to remain "without expense

but™

an oW Ma

@t his m quest was

denied, MWMMW’MMWM
Falima rreeas

Bancroft also dis charged the agency physician, Dr., S.H. Roberts on

the grounds that "he attempted to incite the Lndiens against their
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Recorda~showm et On Januery 13,1862, ?ancroft issued annuities to 1,458

men, women and children, (Under the treaty, at least 3,500 were entitle d

to food and goodsl, a4
Binerfeft reporteds—
"On first coming together there was & very general disposition wmtex
maaCewt not to receive the goods. Many s=2id tha?i/’chey were not consulted
on the Treaty for the land and would not give 1t up and t ake pay‘)?m,

but upon convineing them that the land was sold, they cenciudedto

receiv%he goods, Owing to the deew@w\,wé\-e’r}t{%d’\ta«

Q@nﬂ.@ not come for them. I have retsined a portion of the goods

for distribution 4% in the spring.’

Bancroft complained to C.H. Hale, superintendent of Indian Af‘fairs,
. Now
Olympia, W.T., on November 1,1862:"The numbers Lu_—ié far exceedx that
s &« _
of the prevlious distributionxvs-eebiﬁb-_fhe last imeeekwww=gE coods would

not afford one blanket to a f‘amily."





