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anlh, like other citieﬂ in California'a San Jonqu‘in Valley has
chnngéd.'Thc outward appearance ia about the same as it was six months
‘or & year ago, but the change is in the determination of its citizens,
grim, serious and in dead ernest about the war. You'd think the war
was right 1n our backyard.

As a newsp® er editor I've had my fingers on the pulse of the
cormunity for years. That pulse ia now throbbing, steady,@00 confident,
and very astronge. -

Lhe vacant lots we used to play in are victory gerdena, dotted with
sprouting vegetapgles. I never realized thero were so many gardeners,

fha crops some farmers wondered sbout are all harveated. Victory
Volunteers, men and women from stores, students from.tha achools and
housewives helped. Now the next crop is being planted. There have been
necesaary wartime cﬁrtaiyments, certainly, but there is plenty f&?
eVEIryone .

‘he first contingent of Year Apound Labor, a trainload of share-
croppers, farmers from the foothills of the 0zark Mountaina in
#pikansaw have arrived at the old Farm Workera Community Camp near
“armersville. mhay call it‘tha Labor fteplacement center, Many of”
the ranch hands sre alresdy working on ferms after learning the
fundamental principala of California apgriculture. They came from
Yellville, rlliplﬁin, Clinton, Calico fock , 44 #rkansaw, tied Door
wchoolhouse and Roeky Hill 4Arkansaw. More are coming every ﬁeak.

Last week I saw them ship out 25 tons of flnttonad_tin cans,
picked up in two collections by the “ar “dlvage committee. This week we
are completing the V.ctory Book Campaign anve 4,000 booki have
already been turned in. “overnment men are working out of hesenow ,
making soil surveys for “uayule and planting will follow, ﬁayor 8
Pisrce Gannon and Councilman E.R. Putz and Chas. J. Harmer are
caning up for re-élection but are too busy with war projects and
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Civilian “efense work to campaign.
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“e are just starting the Red Cross War Fund campaipgn and Bucky Harris,
chairman, is confidant the local quo?n of, 26,800 wiil be reached, “e

are all making our incorie tax returns. fho qulector of Internal “tevenue
hags set up a special office in the city hall and all-day long, weeks before
the deadline, an end woren walk in lnd‘;ut to £11€ their returns, Then I
see thaﬁ go down to the postoffice or. banks and buy more war bonds.

We've passed the two million dollar bond mark here and now we are headed
for our third million. ‘hose bonda mean more ward materials and security

here at home after the war, I say we, because it'as the same with everyone

here at horme, and most of us have relatives in the service.

There are a hundred and one ways mothers are keepins the home fires

burning. *his weelk, Visalians who keep the wheels Ef civic progress

tuming gathered to recognize five typical war mothers, thelr neighbors.
i“hey were honored at the Chanmber of Commerce luncheon meeting and ‘

4g jor Lynne R, Mapes, commanding officer at a nearby army primary

training fileld took time off to come to the luncheon and personally .
present the flaps to the five and honor other mothers of sons in-service.
They five represented a total of 19 sons in service of their country. Ahay
were Mrs. Paul F, ¢ te, Mrs. W.J. Celanger, Mns. #.M. Bryant, Mrs. E.D. Sear
and Mrs. Mabel &iliott,

‘oday's news about service men ia typical of the day-in, day-out

nevws clearing my deék. Parem ta of Wynn MNoss, a prisoner in Japﬂn and Lt,
“eorge Middléton, a prisoner in Germany, have received pictures and |
letters from fheir sona; youhg women are volunteering for service 1n

the WAVES, WAACS, SPARS and MARINE AUXILIARY. Thirty five were interviewed
in one group. ‘he Presbyterian church dedicated a sarvice flag to 109
members now in service. Freda X. F Imer was commnissioned a second
lieutenant in the U.S. Army Nurase C:rpa. City Librarisn A nasue Hughes

is an army librarisn at Camp Haan. Private Lawrence Pllegard, former
thes te r menager @8 completed basic training at. Camp H;ba“ts and has been

assigned as an instructor there. Jack Wendell "aters reached “arragut ,

Ldaho, for navy training.



lr, and Mrs, L,T. D00@dfddd McD nald have heard that their sons huve

recently met in “‘lask-a [ S, , Don 4+, Willhide

gradusted from the mechanicas school at the Lemoore army Ylying Freld,

fhomas P. F.nch earned nis wings as a aecoﬁd lisugenant at the Douglas

Air Bage. Mrs. Eimer Willits received a letter from her brother, Private

Max Perry in Africa and Fr. and Mrs. V. C Clevenger received a letter

frcm the ir son, Sgt. Joe cleVaner in N rth Africa. Rheba.Sumpter

1s leaving for training in the WAVES at Hunter College, New Y.rk. Marjorie

Ual lsher was promoted to the grade of leader in the WAACS at Des Moines.

Pvt, Alex Gearhart wes transferredfrom ¥ashington to Fort Fierce,

Florida. Lee Upsonway was promoted to corporal at Camp Beal. 8gt.,

Anthony Frigulti, son of Mr. and Mrs, Frank ¥rigulti, hes returned to duty

in North #frica. “illism S, Maddox Wmas promoted to the rank of 1ieutenln£

comnander, at #nnapolis Naval Acaderry snd Paul Finley, former police

captain, has completed boot camp training in the navy at San Diego and

is headed for San Francisco. : .
5nd so poss the news, day after dny.'Visuliana aren't fgrgatting

the Pervicemen and they are cartainly.aupporting them. Juatly proud

mothers, fathers and friends and Public Relations Officera in army and

navy stations and training #amps, keep the home town newspare r and

radio gtation informed about those from here, now serving their

country, ‘he newspaper has found S this 1s the best read news in

the entire paper.

Visalia wil! be just the same after the waf is over and you'll have
every remson to be préud'of thos e yoﬁ know here. I know, because I muat
keep in contact with things. We are doing a wonderful job at home. Elﬂ@ We-
know you are doing a good job . e hope the war dosen't 1last too long, but
whatever the length, we are in it to the finish, grimly determined to
keep tem Flying, keep 'em rﬁllinﬁ, keep 'em sailling and keep Iém
marching, ever forward to B180 victory. +hey are savins the kisses,

cheers and the handshakes for you when the job.ls done and you core hone.



VISALIA, (Tulare Co.),0ct, If the California Railroad
Commission grants the application of the Postal Telegruph Company
to abandon its Visalia office because ithe local manager, J. Ce
Ward, wishee to retire and the office will not puy on any other ilana
comnission basis, the oldeat telegrapher in the United States, in
point of service, will send "thirty“"ecross the wires ending a
8ixty continuous years at the key. It was at Mr, Vard's request
the postal made application to close the office here.

In the history of lir., Ward's carcer before he came to Visaiia,
there is a story of a romantic 1ife that wuld test the imagination
of the most adventurous youth of the present dau,. Tﬁomaﬁ A, Edison
knew , and &till corresponds with this veteran operator who taught
him the rudiments of tpe'arofession whieh Ediaon.followed for many
years. General Ulysses 8, Grant, Civil Yar commanfer, had Yard as
his operator during the bittercat moments of the cnmpaigﬁ from '62
to '64, John W, Mackey, founder of the Postal Telegfaph Comnany,
and General Horace Vi, Cerpenter, superintendent of the company for
the FPacific states, were long péraonal frieuﬁa of the Viéalia-man.
James I}, Flood and.William 0'Brien, familiar names to Califcrnia
historians, called him "Jack" long before they became millionaires
in the Virginia City, Hevéaa, mines. Siboris and the Ecﬁring struibs

found him braving the blizzerde and the snowe in an effort to put
aefoaﬂ the Behring telegfahn cable line. The Canadian Roeckies
dared him unsuccessfully tc croec them wifh the wires which have
tied the east with the weet,

But the happiest moments of his 1ife, Mr. lard declares, were

those spent as telegraph pperatof in Kount Clemens, Michagan, when

he was 18 years of gge and the Grand Trunk line was carrying Thomas
Wit
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A, Edicon a8 a newsboy through his 1little station daily., That
wes in 1861-62.
| The newsboy Zdison and the Q;Qrator tard became great chums.
Edison was then but 16 years of age, but, unlike some boys, the
present eleotrioa; wiaard_wantad to learn, ZHvery time the train
stopped at Mount Clemens the young Edison wuld tush into the operat-
ing room and there, in the few minutes allowed him while the train
"took weter", the embryo invahtor would learn & newvw letler of the
lMorse cnde! porhape twoe Aboard the train LZdison thumped out his
praciice on the seats of the ear. At some distant station a friendly
operator would let him "sit in" and call Mount Clemens for him so
Vard could lestthe boy's 1aa?ning. Thua, afler months of tutorage
Ldison knew telegraphy, a profession ha followed for mapy years .
The frisdnebip which sprang up between these two men has losted
and they correspond today quite frenuently,
During the latter part of 1862 Ward was attached to Gen. Grant's
otaff an operator although he was born in Huntsville, Alabama, hime
self in ;844. In 1863 at Corinty, iisas., a shell struck the builde
ing in wihich he was operating injuring his hand to such an ecxtent that
he ocould no longer work the key and he rciurned to Chlcago., lLater,
a?med with a personal letter from Gen., Grant to Generaﬁ.eaxpentier.
vard crossed the great divide taring thirt; deys by stage coach from
Chicugo to San Francisco, and entsred the service vl the tolegraph
company on the Pacific coasi going to Sacramento, there to work with
the Western Union, The Behnring straits cable and wire line was pro-
jeoted and into Siberia wenl .ard., This work was later abandoned and

th: young man came back to Virginia City where he met Joha ',



Mackcy and Flood and 0'Brien,

.At Virginia City, Hevada, V“ard married a "home town" girl and
in 1869 came to Visalia to set up a sct of repeaters and to stay
"about six months"”. He has beon here ever since, the last thirty-
five years ae manager for the Fostal Telegraph company.

One other bright spot stands out in Vr, Ward's menory, He
recalls with considerable pride the year he wae elected mayor of

Visalia on the Republican ticket when Visalia was about ten to one
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Democratic.
Mr. Ward still condicts an art store in Visalia and the telegraph

businese is & side line which he wants to drop. He is the only man
on Main street in Visalia who was engaged in business there forty
years ago. | |
His sorn, Bert, 1s-also an operator and he had two dsughters,
one of them, Nrs, Dr., H. BE. Hac Arthur, a'graduata of the University
of California, died in Siberia ir 1914 at tho gamne nlace vhere Mr,
Yard stetioned wvhile stringing the trana-Siberian telegraph line
in 1866 Lr. Mac Arthur was stationed there as & physician for a
pining company. Another daushter, Vrs. C¢. . Pendergrass, lives in
San Frangisoo,

. Haturally this.pioneer recalls the Hus: le Slough tragedy of
1980; ke knows more about the Lvans and Jontag episode of 1820-94
than perhaps, any one else in Visalia and while he talke but little
of his earlier life he is alwaye referrsd to by those who seek ito
setile diepuiea on early county history, He doesn't ex ectto close
his store for some tome yet but may later aﬁ retire from business
life.

"1 know I'11 be lonesome ithout the scund of the Ticker", he








