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Lewis and Clark routo.

Place Names. I“Ionderland, 1900..Page 46. Us1ld. Lewiston etc.

«eand found a haven among the Chopunnish or Nez Perce or Plerced
Nose Indians where all speedilylecause sick of the change t6 a root
dietes-

#fter satisfactory powwows they e stablished a camp at the forks of the
OB6E6s Koos-Koos=kee, Cjearwater, whe®e theycons tructed dog canoes
to transport themdown the Koos-koos-kee, the Lewis-‘nake and
the Columbia riwrs to the ocean.

:'he region where the explorers now found themsleves is today
as 1t wa then the home of the Nez Yerce ‘nd® ns. Qith, I think but
me exception thme royal representatives of the red men have
always proved as friendly to the whites as Lewis amx Clark found.
them. ‘he exception was in 1877, when fram tleg eneral region |
of Lewis and Clér k;s camp "hopun ish of 1806 Cnhief Jnseph began the
Nez Perce war.

Now theseindians hav t eir lands in severalty and tlier <farms
expend all along the Clearwater and its alfluent streams and occupy
the fertile plateaus high above them.

This secti'on is now quite well settled by whites %00

Lewiston, at the junction of the Clearwater aml Snake rivers, is
one of the wealthiest places of its size in the country.C larkston on tk
the Pnake river opposite Legwiston is a new town with prospectse
Oro Fino, Pierce C,ty and "eippe,not far froam vhere Lewis and
L‘:Larl«: made their canoes are prosperous towns,

B8outh from Lewiston areGrangeville, Florence, B1x City and other
mining towns am surrounding themare rich and phenomenally rich
mining districts of whichBuffalo Hump is the most praminent one.

Out of this regian since the early 60s' havebeentaken more than
- %100,000,000 of golde.



North , in the country drained by Colter Creek or the Potlatch
river, one will now find vast areas of wheat fields interspersed with
fruit ranches. The towns lie thick there also and Spokane,

144 miles from Lewiston, is tke seat of Empire . und Lewis anc Clark
had lived on dried camas roots and dried salmon.
On October 7, 1805 the party, physically much stronger
s tarted do®AOO upon the dmst stage of theiroutbound journeye. Their
h orsesmmbering 38 were under the care of two I;dian brothers and another
Indian, the son of a chief, until they should return fa& them. 'heir canoes
were afterwards the fashion o the red men burned out o trees ard proved
f airly equal to the task of navigating the rapids an d eddies of the
Columbia.
on October 8 they passed a large creek on the right towhich they gave
e name Colter after John Colter. lhis creek, like so magy streams amnd
’objects named by Lewis and Clark has lots that nane 08 ard is now
mown as the Potlatch.river, ‘1'e Spokane-Lgwiston branch of the N rthem
Pacific Railway follows the stream for some distance and to its
junction with the Clearwater river ard then continues down the left
b ank of the latter to rewistmm. )
Fpom the mouth of t he Potlatch the Vlearw ter extension of the railway
follows the right bak of t he Clearwater wup that river beyond the
farthest point reached by Lewis and Clark.

(Names of Lewis amd Clark party etce.) in Wonderland, 1909.



Name s=~Indian wordse..Columbia r iver..

Walla Walla River,Umatilla coltuty--the sources of Wallal@alla river
life In Oregon. Scuth Fork Walla Walla river is
the main tributery,and this stream rises in the &treme no thwest
corner of %allowa county .
The rnorth and south forks Foin abm t seven miles southeast of
Milton aml tis stream flows into Washington north
of Milton after having been divided into several channels
and ditches, one branch being known as Little “alla Walla river.
"In several languages balla means 'running water! and redu;lication
diminutizes it; so '"‘alia Walla is the small rapid river:"(Elliott
Coues in The History of the Expedition of l_t'ewis and “lark, Yage 961~
The Oregonian August 26, 1902, page 12 according to Myron Eells
in the Americandnthropolhgist January 1892 page 34 the word
is Nez Perce and Cayuse,the root of which ilewalatse”Which
means running,hence running water.
Wallula is probably an Anglicized corruption of ¥alla “alla. Llewis
and Clark gave the name as Wallow Yallow with v ariations . Franchere »
“lexander “‘oss, Simpson an’ Wilkes give the f orm of wards as
H“’a.lle\walla;. ‘lﬁoss Eogives “"allah “allah; #lexander Ross gives
Wiglla-Yalla; Bonneville gives “allahwallah; PeteR swene Ogden in his
joumal of 1827 gives “alla “alla; John #ork gives Wéllawalla; ‘:L'ornsend's
Narrative gives “alla;"alla. .
:he iglla Wglla Indians were a Shahaptian bribe.
Jo1a Fort Wella Walla (Fart Nez Potces at tl® mouth of
Walla Walla river in “ashington @B was established 1inl1818
by the #&2Da Northwest' company, at what was later WallulaoBefi
Landing and was abandoned in 1855(Tpe Oregonian
Yanuary 20, 1904: page 6) The city of Yalla Wwalla

mée thirty-three miles distant came into importance
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OA_L-/ .
in 1860-61 amid placer and gold mining activities @sf the Clearwater ,

Salmon, upper Columbia, Owyhee and Boise rivers, Itwas first

set:-led upon in 1855, Whitman's mission at gi-il-at-pu was Six miles west

of the city of “alla ¥alla, .Lewis &. McArthar-Oregon Geographic
names. Oregon Historical quarterly, Vol 28,1927



Origin of “ashington Geographic Names, by Edmond S. Meany, professor
of hislopy, University of Wgshington, president of the mountainesrs,
author of Vancauver's J-)fLscovery of Puget Sound, History of the State
of "“ashington, Mpount Rainier, a Record of bxploration. Seattle,
University of Washington Pre~ss, 1923 (No copyright stamp) Dedicated
to Herbert *homas Comon, colleague armd friend
«sln the first half of the sixteenth century tme Spaniards placed the
beautiful geographic name of California upon the Yacific shore of North
“merica. Ph@ At first thatname was extended indefinitdly to the
nor thward along the undiscovered or unexplored coast line.
In 1579 Uenpt. Francis Drake on the memorial voyage which earned
him lmighthood atthe he ds & %ueen #1iz,beth landed on the coast of Yalf
arnd took possessionf or Englancl and gave theregion the name of Ngva Apione
I, 1625 Samuel Purchas: ‘His Pilgrims was publishedcontaining a
letter by Michael Lok. That fanous letter gave the world the purported

Yreelk navigator whes e realname

information that in 1592 Juan de ‘'uca a
was “postolos Valerianus s eking the fabled straits of #nian had

found a spirial rock betv: en 47 and 48 degrees and also a great strait
into which he sailed.

Afte tthat no names give to physical festures until the Spaifiards
returned to the northern shores h 1774. I t hat year Capt. Juan Perez
discovered a snowy mountain and called it ®1 Cero de la Santa *‘osalia.

The next yeér two Ppanish captqins Bruno Heceta and Bodega y Qudra planted
some geogramic names, ‘he former @ Aygust 17, 1775 found indications
of a gre: vriver and called i s mouth Pahia de la Asuncion, .the north
cape he called S n Roque and t he south cape Cabo Frondoso. His coll
eagues encoun ering & tragedy with t e Indians called the Island

sheltering him Isla de Yolores.,

0.6 of the bnglish great explorers, Capt James Cook was the
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next tO cnfe a geographic name on & portion of Wash.
Yn Sunday, March 22, 1778 he was flattered that a streak ofsmooth
water would furnish shelter fram ana pproaching storm. O drawing
nearer he found a dangerous reef and turned toface the storn on the open
sea., From thap experience he called the place Cape Flattery.

4nother Englishman, “apt John Meares in 1788 played haboc

with some of the early “panish names. le call:d the straits John de
Fuca..the snowy mountaing Mount Olympus ..climax, 1792 whenCapt.

“‘obe t Gray under American flag discovered and named the Columbia
River and Graygs Harbor a d named Puget Sound andmany of the surround
ing geographical feature s.

The present compilation contains 2813 entrie . YUft hese 771 are cross
references .An analysis of the sources of the 2042 names
gives the following:

For individual persons 824 ;for physical features 399; for
Indians am Indian names 386; far othertowns states or countries 191;
for crops,trees animals or birds 115; freak names 68; Spanish namses 333

for :merican ships 17; f or British Ships 6; fimlical names 6,

Those counted as freak names include dsuch as Hellgate, Hogum, Hungry

“arbor and r ailroad stations named for brands of breakfast foods
for such mythical objec s as Pandora's box. *he early explorers
usedthe names of individual persons for geographic terms and t hat
terdency increased with the arrival of pioneers and later settlers,

An équally intere ting anaylsis has to do with t he actual mapmakers
those who charted the mames. Dy far t he greatesl record n that line
was macde by the W lkes Expedition in 1841 to whose work 261 names
are credited. & total of 195 are credited to British Uaptains, the
greater records b eing tichards, 1857-63, 93 names, (@A Vancouver,

1792, 49 names, Kellett, 1848, 36 names. .he Upited States Coast and

Geodetic Survey is credited with 73 names, the gr ater numper having
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been charted in tk® f ifties before geodetic, was a dded to the title

of t® survey,

The railroad officials are responsible for the mapping of many names.

Nine ty-three o these are identified but it is surmised that
many others now credited to settlers originated really with the
railroadmen,

‘he Pacific “ailroad swvey, 1853, mapped 34 names new to e

¢ harts. ‘he coun{;ies all receied their names from t e legialaturesg,

Oregon ard “ashin tun, and a few towns were named by the same
a uthority. * he Surveyors General of %ashington *erritory

clarted 20 original names, the Post Office Department 18; “ewis and
Clark ®xpedition 16; Indian Yreaties 7; the “storians 8.

SourcessThe United States “xp oring h3:ecped:1’c:7_ox:, 1858-1842,five vols.

M nographs, 100 copie) only.

Pgcific Mailroad feportg .......Reports of Explorations and

“urveys to #scertain the “ost Practicable and Economical Route for
a Railroad fromthe Mississippi Miver to tk® Pacific Oyean, 1853-1854,
13 vols.,

fritisn Co umbia Coast Names, 1600 1592-1906, by Capt.

John T, Walbran, published by the Canadian fovernment at Ottawa in 1909,

The Origin of Yertain Place Names in the United States by Henry
ué.nnett, published by U.S. Gove nment in 1905(Second edition)
4poriginal :eographic Names in the State of “ashington byRev,
Miron “ ells in the mericm 4 thropologist for January 1892.

A Geograpt ic Dictionary of washing,'i,on by Yenry Lancles, State Geologist.

Mo nt Rainier, a “ecord of “xploration br Ydmond S. Meany, 1916,
‘ages 302-325,

‘e Publication begun in a series of #“rticles in the Wash.
Historical “uarterly, the first appearing in October, 1917. Criticisms

invited..results being embodied in workbefore final printing.

Toa+danea hannmA vimAmaa + 24+Ta cNTaman Masmiaianmndt ndba v M naanetatl Av anA



Plas-plas, white grou d, the low buttes showing chalky shale or ha dpan

, ridge south of the moxee Valley.

Ka-wa-num--Low place through a Hill, the Konowock pass, Yeading from
Moxee to Parker Bottom.

i3 mon tos--where animals lie down. Nawe of the highest peaks of the
ridge bounding the Moxeé Valley to the north. Also called Tah-mon_tash,
or deer lodge.

Uys-teel-lah pah.Place of crabs crawfish. Due north of Fourth street

on Na ches Rive.. Where crawfish were caught.

Ali-shee_kus_lurtle. Name of marsh land along the rive , northwest

part of Yakima Valley.

Soli-koo-Rocky gro nd, where Yakima now stands. An edible root

¢rew here and the I dians came in numbers to dig it.

Pool-pl-Water pushed up. Northeast of & fairgrounds, along rive r.
Schop-tash-Padnted. Name of the Painted Rocks at Nelson Bridge

0f 7ah-Num-Name of Cowicye Creek where it passes into the Naches Valley.
Qy-yi-chese-Foot bridge, applied to Cowyche .

Po-No-Meeting of two rive s. Nawe of the junctio of the Wgches and Yakima
River,

Le-MetlSteep end of a Hili, Lookout Point,

Kosh-Késh/Blue Chalk or shale. Name of Yakima River where it passes
through s;lah Gap.

Nute_chi-ne-es-Service berry. usame for Selah Gap where quantities of
service berries were found

Se-Lah-Sqow running water. Name of the Yakina Rive. from the Canyo:n

to Selah Gap throughthe Selah Valley _.roper.

we-Nas_Coming in. Name of Wenas Creek, which enters the Yakima.

weaQdnedbwo
Ahe-ach-oweat _house, name of promitory, part of Nob Hill.

Soo-Nooks-Fishery on “ieton hiver, below Rimrock.



