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the neighborhood feared an outbreak but the chief himself was
evidently for peace and Yeneral Howard hadmuch fanfidence in him which
doeé not appear misplaced,

Near the close of the Bannock war a few renegades who had men
concerned in the trouble moved north o the Columbia, murdered a
white family by the name of Perkins and stayed in tt® Sinkiuse
country. Howard went toMoses! camp with a strong body of troops and
:oses agr-ed to delli er up the murderers if they couldbe found, In
:ecember, 1878, an agreement wasmade at the Yakima agency by which
twenty whi e volunteers were to act with some ofMoses' men in
searching for the fugiltive band.# misun erstanding occured, regarding
the place of rendezvous, iearing trechery Moses confronted the
volunteers with a show of force. T here was a tanse moment but Moses
disclaimed warlike intention and the partiessepa ated with the idea
that a small group of the Indians would la ter join the settlers in
their search. |

4 few days after the episode Moses took nine men into the Big Bend

country where the renegades were hiding anmd another misunderstanding
occurred regarding his intentions. He and his men were surprised by
the Wwlunteers at night and were disarmed. Moses was taken to the
agency and confined in jail until, on the appeal of Indian 4gent
"ilbur,his release waso rdered by “eneral Howard. Unrest continued
among t e Indians although the influenc ofMoses remained consistently
for peace. The gove.nment humored the Indians to the extend of taking a
delegation of chiefs including MYoses, to "ashington D.C' to make their
pleadings. it was finéllyarranged that Moéesshould'take'his tribe into
an unoccupied part of the C:lville reservation. §6ﬁ6rGovernor Elisha
P. %erry, :eneral.Howard and a considerable force of troops held a
council with Moses and other northern chiefs at a trader's store

near the Wenatchee. 411 apprehension was relieved and there was no



subsequent trouble of any consequence,.

In 1879 tl® original Columbia ‘*iver or Moses reservation was
bounded by the Okanogan river on t e east and the Columbia and Lake
Uhelan on the south. #n e xecutive order later restored to the public
domain a strip fifteen miles wide al ong he northern border. then it
became necessary for Colonel Merriam, s tationed at Fort Spokane, to
enforce rigi@ly the exclusion of whites from the rest of the Moses
reservation,.

In 1883 General ¥iles commander of the Department of the
Columbia h ad a conference with the nortnern chisfs at Vancouver,
‘here was resentment of Moses! claims of authority of) 6H6d to rep-
present them by the :olvilles and Sarsopkin of t e Okanogans. Miles
finally sent the three vhiefs to "ashingtonwhere 1t was agreed f.hat
Soses ' and Sgrsopkinds bands would remove to the Colville reservation,

"hile Moses was glad to have 9J oseph and his band as neibhbors,

6hief Skolaskin ard his “anpoils resented the presence of both
Moges and Josep h on lands which they considered the inalienable
domain of the Pan-Poil people. ®kolask n heldabsolute power over his

tribe. “s & candiate for the o fice of chief, left vavanb by the death
of the old chief without a son to succeed him, “kiolaskings pretentions
" excited ridicule becaue he was lame In his anger he exlaimed:

#Befare another day has passed God will p nish you f or making spord
ofghis worke" His saying wa: recalled when an earthquake shook -the
country that night amd in the mornirg the frightened Indians

acchaimed him chief. He cooly caccepted the earthquake as an answer

to his pnayer amd t ook further advansqge of the situation by extorting
a tribute of horses from each tribesman while 6% they were still |
scared--there by becoming the richest member of the bribe." (Gwyder
R.D. A Record of the San Poid Indians. " ashington Histar ical Quarterly

V VIII p 243.)



Major R.,D. Gwydir was Indian sgent when Hoseph's party was
placed upon the reservation. Ee asked far troops from Fort Spokanse
am two canpanies of ini'antry and atroop of cavalry wer sent.
,he agent attended an unsatisfactory council of the San-Poils
after which he went to Ngspelem to hold a council of the three
in terested parties. About 200 San-Poils went with him., *he Indians
held meetingsduring the night, the followers of Moses aﬁd Joseph
m eting together. uwydir said nothing a bout the coming of troops
and on ths following day postponed the jJoin council as long as he could
“bout noon he was obliged to call the ljdians to the govermment mill,
He stood in the doorwgy. Moses' men were seated on the right, -
the Nez :erces on the left ami the San-poils facing the door.
::e spceches were nflammatory. Skolaskin said that the Creat
Father was a thief when he @mve the lands of the San-poils to
murderers like Moses and Joseph. Moses reorted that he was glad
his people were not riled like the ®sn-poils whose chief was a
dreamer, who carldnot make a talk without frothing at themouth like
g dog and who , in his opinion, was not as good as a goge. The San-
pcils wers g eatly emragedand were evidenty ready to s, ring at
their enemies at a word f rom kolaskin. ‘he tension wa relieved by a
bugle call as the advance guerd of the troops rode up and dismounted,
“widir dissolved the camncil and the Pan-poils left for home at
once. Joseph and his band were located on their allotment with no
further op, osition.
fhe Bannock Indisans had agreed to go on the Fort Hall r eservation
and they were present to draw theilr annuities and toget government
ratiors but they roamed the caintry about as much asever., It was their

habit to visit Camas prairie every summer. “a the number of
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settlers in the vicinity increas<d their hogs rooted up most of the
camas. LThis source of the lAdgared 1ndians foog supply being greatly
reduced, am the hunting mroving to be poor, their government
allowance wa: insufficient in 1878 to feed them. They went on the war
path under uffalo Horn who had served as a scout to Genersl Howard in
the Negz Serce war, Settlers were killed and much proper ty was
de-troyed. I_ & battle with a company of volunteers near Silver
City, Idaho , Puffalo Horn was killed.
This wag a severe blow for t hem, but theycrossed into Oregon,
hoping to form en alliance with COlumbis r ivertripesl # prompt
movement of the army, however under General Howard dispersed them.
They were afterward rounded up in small parties, 4 bout 600
priscners were taken., The :annocks were keptf or a while at the
forts, until the orders were receiv d fram“gshingtqn to move them to
the Yakima reservation,the idea being that they would there have
an object lesson of native progress, Tbeyume too far behind the
civilizaed Indians, however , to take any lnterest in such an example and
the govermment located them in Nevada. (Bancfoft, History o
#aghe, Ida. and Mgnte p 517-526, Howard..Mile: ope cit ch XXITI.
“nother troublesome little war broke out in 1879. #bout 100
renegades from various tribes wh 1lived in the Salmon river mountains
and were lmown as Sheepeaters comienced making raids afterwhich
they took to the mountain: where theyfelt safe fram puruuit,.
General Howard sent three separate commands into the ®almon river
country. One column was defeated and lost its pack-train and
supplies, Lieutenants E+s, Farrow amd ¥W°ec, Brown with s even enlisted
mén, twenty Umatilla scouts and including the war chief of
t e tribe as first seegeant ami fifty cayuse ponies followed the
aatlaws into the Seven Devils region and scatteredthem., Farrow took 53
prisoners to General hemrd at Vancouver. fhis was the lsst Indian

outbreak inIdaho.fuller, Geo W, The I;land Empire. Xol 3, Spokane 1928



Father Wilbur ®“mohalla

Missionariese-Indians

:he Yakima reservation provided a new fleld for t he Methodists
who opened the f irst Oregon mission but soon found themselves
sministerig to whites as they had located In th Willamette valley,
wiere the native population was small and the emigrations found their
goal.

e Hev, James H. Wilbur, who came out in 1847, went to t he agency
school .dnd except for brief _.intervals worked among ths Yak imas

for more than twenty years. “ilbur built the first Methal ist church
in Portland in 1850 and around the church school which he founded
in the Umpqua valley grew the present town of Wilbur. Like %els he
was commongly known in his later years as "Fathe '

In 1864 he was appointed Indian agent and ﬁlerea;ter the re sul ts of
his labor appeared in constant advancement of the Yakimas in
civlizatione. He found them greatly degraded by the original agency
system whnch fed and clothed them, maintaining them in idleness,

:he Indians used thegovernment goods as means of gambling and
canditions Became the mefABO same as among the Nez lerces. :
Wilbur i ntroduc ed sawmills, gristmills, houses and roads and he in- |

duced the natives to cultivate the soil. e had powerful campetition
in his religious work from the followers of Smohalla but his school

and church prospered and it was his party of young exharters who started
the great revival among the Nez Perces. In 1879 the Piute and
f’annock Indians w re removed @33 the Yakima reservation in
order that thg m ght be braight under the good influence of its
thrifty native life.
In 1880, 3,320 of the 3,930 Indians on the reserver:sation
dressed like whites, 8,000 acres were under cultivationard the
na ives were using combined reapers aml mowers, ',Lhey mwd 17,000

ha sesd 5,000 cattle, Many o them owned sewing mach nes amd
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too newspapers. There were several h ndred comfortably furnished

houses. lio other reservation showed so remarkable a degrce of
progress and the credit is due almost entirely to “ilbur.
(Elles,Myron: History of Indian Missions on the &aci ic “oast.
Pniladelphia 1882 p 88.)

He 1abored with unremitting energy almost until the time of his
d eath at Yalla Walla, October 28, 1887, Filler-- istory of the
Inland Empire, 1928,



nghalla oo

oo he non -treaty Indians were almost entirely under the influence
of the “NogRdlld Smohalla cult or Dreamer religion which is deseribed
later in this chapter,

The doctrines of this faith confirmed them in their unwillingness to change
their habitation. At the Lgpwal council they permitted & sullen

old chief, Toohulhulsote of th2Dreamer religion to act as their
Spokesman,

Nothing could be done until General Howard removed thds Indian £ rom
the council, Joseph advised the otlm r chisfs to pay no attention to
the incidentamni the yagreed to view the lands which were offered
to them. Joseph, Looking Gilass and White B,rd paid visits to
the suggested location with Howard and when the latter re urned to
Partland there was no reason to doubt that the non-treatiss would
g0 a the reservation. Joseph hed saild that he would give up everything
rather than let his people start a hopeless wares

‘he arrival of additiomal trovps and the r ather limitedperiod
allowed for t he &xevacuation of the “allowa valley,thirty days,
caused great resentment, "I"'he Indians ﬁoed but lost considerable
stock in the hurry and a ten-days council was held in Rocky canyon
at which ‘ochulhulsote and o thers fanned the war spirit. :he young
braves secretly bought a large supply of ammunition and several of
them, including a son of the Indian who had been killed in the
quarrel with @#® a white stockman cast the vote of t hetribe
for war by going out and killing four white men. Joseph afterward
said:

"I say that the war could not then be prevented ..I knew that we
wer: too weak to fight the United “tateses..
¥uller, History of the I_land Empire, 1928,



