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Wishram--Plgce Names. Indians.

. .Henry J., Bibble, In Oregon “uarterly, Iéol 27. 1926,
Purpose to show true location of ancient ®1® Indian village
commondy referred to as Wishram, siluated solewhare onthat
broken stretch of the Columbia beginningat the Falls of Celilo and
ending at rapids a few miles abd’e the city of 'fhe Dalles,
First white men to visit 1t: Lewis and Cjark.
The name of “reat Falls or The palls used by most subsequent
travelers; later itwas sanetimes termed 4“es Chutes;
today it is Celilo Falls, |
The Litt;.e Narrows was subsequently called the Short
Ngrpows,sometimes Les Fotites Dalles or the Little Dalles; today
they are knovn a s Yen Mile Hapids,. ‘
The Long Narrows were later called “he Valles, sometimes
the Greatlnlles; today they are Five Mile rapids.
The Dalles Celilo canal, b :ilt at gre# expense ¥ by U.S.
gocernment passesa round % obstructions to the navigation of
the rciver. the U.S. engineers in charge of t his work named Yive and
'z"en Mile Rapids f rom their distance o the boat landing a t
the city of The Dalles..
Lewis and C:t,_ark map , opposite the Great Faifs and Little Narrows,
villages of mat lodges of theé’i:naeahers are shown. At the head of
the Long Na\’rows the name of a different tribe appear;, the $chuletes
and they live in wooden houses sunk partly underground.
Oct 24, 1805 entry)
..the present Indian village of Spedis is directly
southwest of this Mound; the village of the Gaaaad Dehelutes
must have been directly na theast of ite
On return in 1806=-April 16..fewis speaks of it as the
Skillute village on the long narr;ﬁwa..and Ciark says..this
village is moved about 300 pyards below the spot where it stood dput; 25T
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falléflﬁhis would put the ®chelute village of 1806 exactly on the site
of the present day Spedis, '
Dgvid Tompson next..camped t e reJuly 11, 1811
two miles below where the river turns sm thwesterly and where he
began his portage. Puts it at head of Long Narrows,.300
families camped theree.
Alexander Ross next..fugust 4, 1811, The main
camp of the Indians is situated at the head of t e narrows and mag co
contain during the salmon season 3000 souls or more; but the constg‘ﬁt
inhabitants of tl# place do not e xceed 100 persons and are
called Wy-am-pams; the rest are all foreigners from different
$ribes-- the long nal’rows, therefore, is the great emporium or
mart of the Columbia. | '
[it might be possible to assume that Wy-am-pams was simply a
mispelling of Wismram and the writer is W& almost inclined to
this belief.. |
Next- Mp. Hunt of Astor company, 31st of January 1812,
Ross Cox, BR Z‘Ldventurea on Columbia~--July 12, 1812,.Camped near
a villege of the fneeshurs.
Gabriel Franchere..April 1814--"On the 12t4 we arrived at a
rapid called the Dalles.." (this is the £ irst time the writer
has found the term.Dallasaused:for Long Narrowse.
now comes series of travelers..highly intelligent men:
David Douglas, Eownsend, Nuttall, Wyeth and théy have nothing to
say pertinent to question;
Youglas--August EZD 27, 1826="0" the Blles were at least from
five hundred to seven hundred persons.“.
Wiyeth--Oct 24, 1832-We are now campeaat the Ureat Dalles. The Ipdians
are thieves but ot danéerous.

¥ apnham--1839-

Sir George Simpson--%n Uyerland Journey arddnd the Werld
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pePort of U.S. Exploring Edpedition, Wi.kes: map dated 1841,.

Mentioned in Irving:s Astaria..This is situated on the
left bank of the river and its proper name is Niculuitay
“ishram being the name of the old chief, lon g since dead.
‘here are now in the village about forty good lod;ese.

Map shows Niculuita or "isham on the right or “ashington

side.

Paul kane--wanderings of an “rtist: July 8, 1847-- he Indians
who reai‘éa and congregate gbout the Cﬁutea for the pr pose
of fishing are called the Jkeen tribe.

)es"hile Lowis and Clark wefe resting at fock Fort alonglside

wresent city of the Dalleskhey were visited by the
chiefs of the tribes on the river:

(Clark, Czct 2o 27, 1805) We took a vocabulary of the
languages of those two chiefs which are very different
mtwlthstanding they are situated within six miles of each others.

nd is understood zbove

Those at the great falls call themselves E—naeiﬁil\mww
atthe Great Narrows B-che-lute and is understood mBEEE bhelow.

|Watans adAalls lived in mat lodges..those at Long Narrows in
wzooden houses,
[Farnham, 1839 4t the Dilles is the upper village of the
Chinooks. 4t the Shutes five miles sbove is the lower village of
the "zllawallas. O e of the missicnaries Mr. Lee learns the C’hinook
dnguage and the other Mr. Ferkins, the Wallawalla.

Edward Sapir: Collected mpths: Wishram texts:

the greater part are speakers of Sha;gtin dialects; the
minority, “ishram, more properly Wicxam Indians, their own
name for themselves is Ilaxluit, speak that dilalect of Upper
l"!:1fu.nc:rc,1l;:an; the occupied the northern bank of the Columbia sbout
the Dalles,

P 36 t ootnote A‘brib—g_'s furnace was locat d on a small island, near
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the f alls andonly a short distance up from the main village of Wishram or
Nixluidix.
Mixluidix :;:é::; and up above five miles from the present
town of The Dalles was the chief village of the Vzishram, Itexlulit(I am
a "ishram) is probably the Echeloot of Lewis ana Clarke.
L?rdbabl§;£hat Wishram wa$ not name of a village but the name
of a tribe.
L:he Waico Indians formerly occupied the southern shores of the
Columbia region in the Yalles and formed with the closely rolated
Wishram, mcre properly Wicxem or Ilaxliut on the northrn shore of the
river,the most easterly members of the “hinookan stock.
Wasco wes the chief village of the “"ascos. It was situated &
f ew miles above the Dalles opposite Nixluidix, the main village of
the Wishrams. '
Inregard to the pronounciation of Wishram or #isham which Sapir
writes “icxam,something will now be said. Sapir expalains the
ndian sounds arbitrarily represented by letters of our alphetet:"C like
sh in nglish ship x-1ike ch in %rman ach but pronounced arher
farthe; backe
e Mr. J.T. Rérikk » 0ld settlers in Spedisregion, Living at
the Valles:"I first saw Spedis in 1892 It wes then known &s
Tum-water but the Indians isGr@ge@sr in referring to its legendary or
historically used the name Wisram. My information isbased on conversation
wth Bi11 %&V_ii{t who claimed to be a lineal descendant of a long line
of chiefa-—chiefa-zzéw a bima 'the memory of man runneth not to the
contrar'y and Wishram hasbeen their a biding place,
"The name Spedis was given to it when  the SP and S Rwy had completed
their line and established a sidetrack there about 1906 and was in
h onor of 5111 Spedis, a very old and likeable Indian patriarch.

A.H. Gﬁﬁza, deceasd, located on thart side in 1852
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«.Where Colwashesa ml their tris had resided from tf?ze immemorial
arnd being one of the best locatlities on the Columbia f or spearing
and dipnetting salmon, reighboring tribes,even from remote

d istances,would come annudally forthe June and S eptembser runs,.

“When I first came to that section in 1892 t here were
probably 150 inhabitants of the village, also possibly 100 at
Upper Lum-Water at Celilo Yalls,

“anck..;eb 8, 1928=~Indians told memuch..chiaf Speedus, herdditary
&hief of the Wisham Indians, Wisham Sam and other Yisham Indians told
me thatthe ancient “isham trading town was situated adjoining
the little railroad station knmown as ®pedis. Yrandmother of
Chief Speedus corporated, she being Princess Shaw-naw-way, the
a=ged queen,

ee8nother feature of interest in this neighborhood is the sbundance
of pictures incised in the faces of the clii‘fs(zpet;roglypha or painted on
ﬁuem@ictographs;)'the famer are most abundant. at high water channel
of the river about mreelfowths of a mile above Spedis
has so many of these Petrogylphs that Mp. Strong , weD, who with W,
Egbertschenck, students of antropology at U of Calif. invesibaged)

christened it Petrogl:ph canyon,
The largest of these is a face about six feet in diameter on a smooth

pillar of the cliff immedia~tely a bove Spedis. 1t i1s incised in
the rock, adnd hence a petroglyph but it also shows %aces of
f ormer coloringe.
the Indians call it Ysa-gig-la'-lal and give a meting of
the name sore thing 1iké this:"She who 80 watches you as you go by.;
esPee118 to be that "ishram,"isham, Niculuita and Spedis ..
village of the Echelutes, weRe all one andt he same and that this
village was located on the Washington shore of the Columbia at the
head of the Long Narrows on Five ¥ile Rapidse ..





