Wapato

Wapato, Nove 7=If & poet or novelist were to visit this town -
far the purpose of getting locel color for his works he would be
able to get it without employing a detective,

Local color is to be met with at every step. Think of a tom
that had nly ome stere in it in 1903, whareas it now has mare
than & score with diurches , a mathmal bank, a live weekly newse
paper warehouses, three=story school building, first-cla:=s hotel
and good restaurantx, a oity hall, theater to seat 800 a
cammercial club, baseball club and & brass band.

Just ten years ago towit in 1901 the present site of “apato
was being formed. “he Strst leasé from the Indiems fa farming
was compummated thatyear by B.F.Barge nov an horored citizem of
North Yakima. Yo sold his lease the following yea to F. Groshen,w
who placed Sterling Smith i charge of his farming operations the
principalaops being potatoes, cantaloupes ard melors, :‘he only
bulldings there were the Northem Pacific depot and section house,

The first building ' £ the N rthem Pacific right’ o way
an the mresent si® of the town was erected by “lex McCredy
in 1602 1608 in which he established a general store. It was
ot until the sm@ring of 1904 that thae was even & post«office
where the re idents could get their mil but it was brought in
by carrier, being on the “;llah rurel free delivery route Noe 1o

The tansite was laid cut in 1906 by the Wapato Development
company of which #lex E. McCredy was at the head. "_'i:e population
by that Ume md inoreased to between 260 ami 300 , :w years
later, September in 19208 the village was incorjorated as a
tomn of the farth olass, :

Prior there to a census taken toshow positively that the towmm
had the legal right to incorp rate gave the populatiom as 360,
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‘he decennial census of t he United S&ates govermment in the
epring of 1910 gave the populati m as even 400, Conservative es~
timates of the present populatim place it at between 86ad
550 and 600. Those familier with Dante’s I ferno will recall
that false prophets after B@ihaving been consigned to the bad place
had their heads transposed on thel r shoulders so that t heywere
continually looking backward,

If itwre ot fa that harrible punishment staring one in the
face your corres;ondent might be induced to make some wild
predictiams, #8 1t 18, he will make & long chance on future pun-
istment and predict that Wapato will mve & population 6f
5,000 by the tj‘.me the gowrmment next counts noses,

JoF. Douglas was thefim t mayor of the town while H.E. Trimble -
was its first clerk. ~oth of these gentlemen , then a8 now, are
mving spirits in the Hub Mercantile campany. "“'he pre ent myo
18 EJF. Carver of the Carver- hadbolt campany, Inc. while Nr.
Trimble is s till clerke.

‘he tomsite of Yaato wes formally throwm upon the market
Sepi:anber 29, 1906, tht B@ date being referred to as sales day.
It was about that time that the Wapato treding Company cormenced
to erect the first brick block an the townsite, while
simultaneously the Hub Mercantile capany comnenced the erection
of the first cmceret biocck building which edifice 1s at the corner
of “apato avenue aml Third street. The latter building s en
extensive fra tage on Wamto avenus, the corner being
oM ginally occupied by the bank but at the present by the
offices of the United States Reclamst ion service and the
¥apato pevelopment campany @ real estate and business offices.

The second corcrete block bulldirg was that of Moran & Siegel,
cccupying @ qua ter o a block, now the home of & large meat



Wapat owe3

companye It was in Q0 1904 alsc that Burke & Carver
erected thelr memmoth brick warehowse &djoining the reilrcad
track where shipments can easlly be mde. ¥ha t building has
passed into the ownership of the Carver=Shadbolt company, ince

4 drug store came in 1907 end different kinds of business hwe

beén entered inb fran time to time until the present when for a
th® small place it may be stated that Wapato is well supplied,
mercantile stocks being large am varied,

‘b Hub Yercantile capany carries an immense stock ard 18 being
managed by J.F. Fouglase Charles 8, Bilger, the former
manager is at present in Russia in omnection with a deal of
the Commercialw ireless "_“olegraph end :elegraph c anpany

The wapato Trading campany, ancther big cancern, has W,N. ILuby
& trustee of th: Wapato Ccanmercial olw, as its mMANRALeT,

:he Carver-Shadbolt ¢ mpany (Inc.) has the r eputation of
carrying the largest stock of farm implements ani behiecles
of any firm in the valley.%s a sample the follewing will
ephasige the above statement, 4t a speciel sale after thorough
advertising in the Independent andotherwise nins farm wagons
were sold in a single day,
Hotel "apato 1s a oredit to the town. It is & two=story
frame building dthe cormr of "apato awenue and Fowrth
street, erected by the Wapato Develorment canpany in
1907 and later in the s:me year purchased by O.A., Hall, its pre-
sent proprietor, He has 50 rooms and approaches the
me tropolitan in appd ntments with electrioc lights,billard and
pool tables, barber shop, comfortable office, e tce, It is
operated on th Eyropean plan_, the dining rooma nd grill in
connectim being firat clss s,



Wapato 4

My, Hall is also proprietor of the pavillion, & frame
building 50 x 185 adjoining the hotele “his 1s utilized as a
theater, lecture room and as & place for the giving of dancing
parties and othar different farmsof emusement. ‘he pavillion fills

the want of a young and growing town, being all to the credit
of Mr, Hall's pr@recsiveness. :he floor is spdendid for dancing
while withthe stage and drop curtain it can easi ly be transe
formed into & theater or used asa lecture room. ‘he seating
capacity is 800, |

:he State Bank of Wapato wms argenized “pril 9, 1906 with
a capital stock of §26,000, It was incarporated under the name
of the First Natimal Pank on May 11, 1908, It occupies its own
quarters in a buildirg of concrete atthe ¢ orna o Yapato
avenue and Thir( street erectec by Siegel Brothers in 1906-7,
“hich was purhased by the bank and into which it removed fram the
;orner building across the avenue on January 1, 1610,
The firet off ices of te bank w re as followss

Alex MoCredy, pre 1dent; G.3. Rankin, vice president; Harry
Jones, cashisr, ‘he foregoing three and 4.D. Dunn and D.4, McPonald
cmstitute the boar d of directars, The:e has been no change in
the above named d ficials up to the pre sent, but as the
business grew it became necessary to aid om, In 10684 1909
LeW. Taylor cast his finmoisl fortunes with the institution and
was made assistant cashiare The record of tle tank fram its
iseption to the pre:ent as been mat crediteable to the management,
It has the record during 1911 of not having refused a
satisfactory loan, which 18 sanething tlmt not many banks through
out the country can boast. #ocordirg to Béthe report of its
condition at t he close of Msiness Sepgember 1, 1911, the lest
report issued, it had deposits of ¥121,184.96. Its precent capitel-
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1z&tion is $26,000 with surplus md undivided profits of
$5,926,24=-"he Yakima Herald, N vember 15, 191l.
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Wapato will becane a city on Viednesday amd Mayor “ougla ss
formlly become s the chief executive of the town on that day.
Auditor Crocker has just taken the last farmal step toward
the incor ration of the place by sending the orders of the board
o oom issioners to the secretary of state at Olympia for
filing « *he order becomes effective on tte filing at Olympiae.
before the general election it will be necessary to register
all the voters in the new city end also in the remainder of the
Wapato precinct. City Registration books willbe opened at
once and books for the precinct will be rarranged by the county

officials--The Yakima Herald, ®ept. 10, 1908,
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lnre e appointments of city officials of “apato have been made by
Mayor Douglass armd thenew municipality now has a full corps of
officers for the transaction of business,

“he council was organized on luesday evening when its first

session was held.

H.E. Trimble is the first city clerk of “apato amd J.®, Barnes
is the first to act as city -arshal. # v, Kellogg was
nare d police judie and L.0. WMeigs was ;etained as attorney for
the mw city. No other attorneysliive in towne

Numerous ordinances ae bein s arranged and “Yapato will! have a
full equipment of city officials andcity laws within a few days-

The Ygkima Herald, Sept. 30, 1908
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Wapato, July 16,1909~ At a meeting of t he council last
evening the preliminary sketch for the new city hall submitted
by W.E. Smith of N(;rth Yakima was accepted.

Plans and specifications will be prepared andbids
called for as quickly as po sible so that actual construction
may begin within a few weeks,

The building willbe one o f the prettiest in the city
It will contain a council chamber, mayar's clerkns and
marshal:'a office, jalland fire department besides a fire
proof vault, steel cells, toillets and allwgys,

The council accep ed the resignation of A.G. Kellogg as police
dadge justice. "illiam :erran was appointed by Mayor Douglas
and confirmed.
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“apato's first ¢ mmunity fair arranged and sponsored by
the #shue grange proed so succe =ful that when it was closed
Paturday evenint i¥ was announced that the fair wouldbe an
annual evente

Grangers will begin work to premre for next year's exhibition
amd have the satisfaction of closing their firstexhibition without
sign of a deficit,

Following the dancing and fiddlers'! contest that were featured
Saturday e vening the fair exhibits were auctl med offs George
va.nn, vholms prowd his fiddling skill on many previous occasions.
won first as flddler with ¢.J, Field second,

In the af ternoon there was a baby clinic with Dr, H.H. Skinner on
ham to advise mothers.on care of babies. Three yougsters,
®arroll Marie Williams s Thomas Francis Wattle and Carolyn ‘:ern Ryclman
were classifed as practically perfect physically, Yakima Republic,
October 19, 1925, 5
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Fire Monday evenlyg totally d estroyed & portion of the business
section of Wapato, causing property loss of between ¥12,000 and
$15,000.

?he fir was caused by a womrn dropping a match in a coal
01l lamp she hqd dropped on ti® f1l & in a room on the
Cottage hotel,

Bulldings destroyed and loss:s are:

Hub Mercantile warehouse~building ¥1,000; stock ¥8,000;
fsurance #2240, |

Facific States Telephons Co. office ¥600; fully covered,

Cottage hotel bullding end f wrniture, ¥2,2260, partially
covered,

W.D. Morrison saloon, building and stock ¥#2,280,

Curry and Burns, blacksmith shop,building -ani tools ¥2,000,

The town has inadequate fire protection and depends onn the efforts
of a bucket brigade.” The firemen could do nothing sgainst the
flan:a: in the burnmg-buildings adworked tosave the nearby
property. Every house room in the danger zome was covered with wet
blankets, Twenty nmenwere appointed to patrol the town Monday
night as a protection against flying embers and sparks fram
the wuins starting another blaze,

Acall was telegraphed to Yakira for hedp. ‘he fire engine was
loaded on a flat car and ready to start when a‘dvioas were
»ceived that the flames had burned out-- The Yakima Herald,
May 19, 1909,
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Bapato, Nove ‘f'here 1s one th ng particularly noticeable in
regard to "apato which clearly distinguishes 1t from many other
cities aml tomms of thewest andtmt 1is that & person need not
have arrived and been & resident since befare the flood in order to
be olassed as & pionser or old-timer.

It is belisved that Sterling Smith is theonly one now living
here who arrived fefore the town and that was only ten yeara agoe
4nd4 he has watched 1t growe He and his brothers, S.D. anmd
D.C. noi conda c;t a meatmarket in a frame building on "apato
avenue, one of the first placeé of business in town, ;rom 1e08
1903 when #lex E., McCredy started on the first mercantile
establishment until 1906 when the tomsite was laid out
and thr v upm the market, September 29, the growth of Wapato
was 1ike unto the movement of a canal boat going up & treame Then
the boom started and got under good heavway by January 1, 1908,
gince whiich time it has been accelerated by the efforts of
of those already on the ground and the arrival of outside blood.

“ith these statistics in mind 4t may be stated that if a person
has been & resident of the tams ince before January 1, 1908, he is
entitlad to be classed as & piomser i;ogethar with all that honors
that go with the name,

Yhe first ditch to supply water to the land oclese to
Wapﬁto o the west and north bearing to the
south nearly 20 miles from where it takes from the Yakima
river a short distance below Union gap is what is knownas
the Indian ditch. 'fhe first $17,000 spent in its oonstruction
was obtained by the Indians from their sale of their fishery

rights o the Columblae That ditch is less than two miles west of the
town and has done much to demomstrate the value of t he land for
fruit and ve getables and other p rposes,
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Running permllel to the Indian ditch ae laterals
4, B and C of the proposed big ditdr to be cons tructed
tﬁay the United States gove rnment knowm as the "apato project.

411 hands snd the cook are anxiows ly awaiting the commancement
and completian of this latter work for it means much to those alregady
on the growmd floor as well asthose who will ultimately come to
take advantage of the womderful possibilitiles,

One of the mdustrios of the town ia which every pe son takes
a pardanable paersomal pride is the nursery of "m Kelly whioh
almost adjoins the townsite on the socutheast. Mr. “elly
has developed & nursery of comsiderable magnitude, the payroll from
which gradually assists in making time goode It employs quite a Sroe
of men @B theysar around, in the different departments, o fice
work, shipping, growing, grafting, budding, etce

The quality of the output of the nursery is first class provihg
that here are fond the combination of land, water and sunshine
that will produce fruit in its most perfect form. Mr,
h'el].ey:_s exhibit at the state fair last Sdptember was a good
ad ertisement forthe entire Yakima wlley, for Wapato and
£ or Mre Kellye.

Like its sister cities of the Yakima valley Yapato has a
Commercial clube This organization s been the means of
starting and finishing & number of commendable enterprises for
the upbuildings of the town in populétlon and business, Just as
the present time the “apato Commercial elub seems to be
inclined to rest uponwits laurels but there is too moh
work far it to do for it long to remaln in its present som=
ambulistic conditim. The officers of the club are fas followss

E.F. Carver, president; B. Schmidt, vice president; 4, Dev;.'ws
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treasurer; "illiam :erran, secretary; “lex E, McCredy,

Dr. CeR. Duncan, B+A, Banister ana W,y. Luby, trustees,
4nong the many events of impor tance to “apato in the year

1906 was the founding of the Independent by Charles M,

Schrader, the f irst number being 1as;xed March 23,

It later passed intothe hands of tle Wapato Development
company fram whom it was purchased in 1909 by "illiam Yerran, a
gr:duate of the Yakima Morning Herald and other good newspaper
offices,

Juné 16,1909 was the date ofMr, Verran o3 first issue anifrom
that date to the present he has been upholding the merits of the
town and vininity with fﬁelity, &ppear ing on time once
per week. Mr. Verran 1s assisted in tis office by his son,

111, who is rapidly develpping into & newspaper man, “he
Independent is plaming fox; 8 monos ter special editim to be
issued December 15, which will contain m:ch news ani inf omation
and will be of immense benefit to those who have been
ocontemplated taking edvantage of the possibilitses of the
roservatione The Independent is well oequipped fa* a country office
having & cylinder ‘press, & job press, mws and job type, ime-
pressing stones, et o, :he office 18 lighted by electricity emd

the presses are driven by the same f orce power being supplied

by the Pacific Power and Light company,

The public schools of "apato are different fram those of
any other district in the county and are the pride of the town,

The main school building of the district is located in Wapato
andthere are five other school bulldings outside the town, :he
Wapato building 1s of brick » three staries high, knowm as the
high school bullding erected at a cost of $28,000,
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It occupied a full btlock between Yak ma ani “asco avenues,
In addition to OhdON@dedddd 4<c, Kellogg, superintendent of
the district, nine teachers & eemployed here, two in the high
school,seven in the grades as followss

S.w. Ness, Frincipal; Sadie M.Norris, “va M. Dove, uladys
B6&6 Peairs, Jessie M. Cobb, Pale Dustin, “lanche Rodman, Nina E,
Irish, L.E. Yarks, tho last named having charge of the manual
traim ng department. It 18 the intention next yea to establish
a domes ic science dépe.rtment end to £it @ up a well
equipped gymnasium,

,,}he names of the outlying districts and of the teachers
there employed are as follows:

sarker s Waere thare i1s a brick school house="ard Penning,
principal; Mattie Ortley,

Guyette=Nellie Hentschler, :
Thompson-L.M. Rowe, principel; 4do L. Rowe, assistant,

Bradshaw-£1la Mayer,

Lawrence=Ida ¥, Poessel,

The value of the realeOdd estate in the Wapato d strict is
epproximately $1,450,000, B.A, Bannister 1s clerk of the district
and 1t 1s la gely to his credit that the district had a cash
balance of nearly $4,000 at the close of t he last fical
school ye r, During the coming year it is the intention
o B0 to replace the :ildings at Bradshaw and Dawrence w th
new e 8 sultble to changed condition, It will also be ,
necescary, probably, to bulld a new one in addition to those
already In use, et some point yet to be selected. ;

4% the Thompson school there is a cottage for t he teacher
7That is the only school in thse canty where such an innovation
has been introduced. There is mo need far wonder that Wapato is
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proud of her schools,
Wapat o--There were impepted into the United States during
the year 1909 between 8,000,000 am 9,000,000 bushels of
potatoes. The value thereof was approximatey $5,000,000
while the duty pald to get thevegetable into the country mounted
to more than ?1,000,000.% people of Vapato are not greatly given
to bragging but it might not be out of place for a newspaer
correspondent to give them a little boost in this connectlion.
There are 30,000 acres of reservation laml tributery
to "apato sri0dQd@iNd G AdLEOAEAd that could more than raise the
quantity of potatoes im rted annually endlmep the money at
home ¢
:'hese figures may look large but lage figures must be
used wvhen talking of the productiveness of reservation lands,
During ¢ls busy seasan fort he ’fall shipments of melons,
fruit, cantaloupes, alfelfa and f arm products generally there were
shipped from this statlan a the Ng thern Yacific an average of more
then ten cars daily. "he lively part of the alfalfe shipment is dout
to commence., The baling of the alfalfa crop is & work »f no
small magnitude,
:hare are three religious a ganizations here, each worshipping
in its owm chwrch edifice. :‘hoy a e as folldws:
Catholic, Presbyterian, Christian.
:he Uhr:lstia.n church will seat 160 vhile those of the other
two denominatims will each seat about 250, ‘hus is the
religious side of the town keeping pace with the mua e
prosalc and canmercial,
4 ¢city hall of brick, two stories high, erected in 1910

at an expense of ¥6,000, looms up with cons ide able grandeur
at the corner of Simcoe avenue axd Third street.
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On the seco d floar are the co ncil roam, of fice of t he towmn
clerk , gymmasium for the f iremen and & 981Gl vault in which 1s
kept books papers etc. of wa lne., On the ground floor are two
cells for the accommodation < t own risoners and
rooms for the housing o the fire department. The latter
conaists of hose,a Watrocus pump and two hose carts.

The city hall and fire apparatus are o such 8i,e and value as
to do away with much more expense along thelime for several years.

The ane thing in which the residents of this town pin
their faith is the productiveneas of the surrocunding land. Mych
of this land is owned ami farmed by Iindians,much of it is
leased to and farmed by whites and same of it 'as been purchased
bythe whites,

Lyery person intersted in “apato has his eye fixed on the Wmb
when the wark an the Wapato irrigatiom project of the U.S. gover-
rment will be commenced and hurried to completione

The outlock now is that this woark willbe beiun some

time during t® camning year, 'f‘he com encement of the work

wili mark ancther epoch in the building up of the town, the climx
of which can scarcely be prophesized with anything like reason-
,ble certainity. :hia muich is sure, that when water has been turned
on in the big ditchlands wil have a much greater and mare certain
value than & t present and that thousands of acres will

catribute bountifull®0€0 crops neerly all

of whidh will use Warato as a gateway to the markets of the N,
Northwest and Alaske and after the completion of the Paname

oanal, to the markets of the world,
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The officers of the Wigpato election appeared before the
county commissioner s toay and filed with that board the returns
of their ek ctim.
Ihe election figures were given in 5unda'ygs edition of the Hemald
and need not be repeated here. ‘he alf6zBAOABRDMOGS GDLEOHE town
voted for incorporation by an almost unanimous vote ard
elected Mayor Vouglas and the rest of the town ticket in the same
manner.,
Vigpato now has a population of nea ly 400 ard 6fjoged: enjoys
the distinction of being the youngest as well as one of the most

prosperous cities in t'e state--Yakima Herald, “ept. 2, 1908,

Wepato was incorparated by the voters of that town baturday by a
vote of 61 in favor and 6 againe.

Sy an even lager vote J.F. Douglas of t he Hub Mercantile
capany was elected as the first mEyor of the placee. "hen the
ballots were counted itwas found that 75 had voted
and of this 72 had favored Douglass. (copy S8 and 8)

Eugene G, ristler was nominated for treasurer by 70 votes
and “laude Faulds who ran on the sticker plan getting only one
vo e+ ‘he meme rs of t he counciol wers el ec ted by votes of
71 and 72 as fol lows:

A.J. Rober (copy) 72; J.K. Kline 71; Wg w,M, Luby 72;

A4.0. “arnes 72; A.C. Mess 71=-The Yakima Herald, Sept. 2,
»os.,
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W.B. Kurtz of Wapato was at the Hotel Yakims last evening.

He is & recent arriwl in the new towmn frem “eattle but is formerly
of M 1lwaukes, "isconsin,

Mr, Kurtz is puttirng in the second drug store at Wapato
expecting to open for business in a few days as soon &8 his stock
of goods arrives, .

Anong the new buildings contemplated is a club house. ‘he storm
demage around Wapato aside from theraising of a few roofs
and the blowing over of & blacksmith shop was not serious=-The
Yaxima “erald, March 14, 1906,
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Y% lea ot five warehouses are in the course of construction

in Yapato at the pre sent time andwhen completed will aid
materialy in thehandling of hay and other produce from this
vicinitye.

The "apato praiuce company has begun erection of a warehouse for
bay ard W.W., R,binsn has let the comtract for a warehouse also.
Lunber for two other structures is now onthe ground and a warehouse
is underway at Parker Junction near here--Wapato Independent,

Auvgu st 1907,
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Sixty-four citizens of “apato presensdd a petition to the board of
county commissioners for the right to incorporate the town
and consideration of the question was s t for Friday morning
at 10 o'clock when all in favor and all opposed tot he plan
will be given an op.ortunity to tell their views tothe of ficials.
C.s. Bilger heads the petition amd the signe 's include nearly
all leadiﬁg residents of “apato. Under such conditions it is
not unlikely that the request will be granted and that Wapato will

become an incorporated town in tlk® near future --The Yakima

Herald, ®#ugust 5,1908.



