1212 H.32nd Ave,
XXX XK IO

_ Jan, 13,1956
¥r,., Bernard &.LaEctot,
Crief Pgsistant Sttorney Generd ,
Attorney Oenersl's office,
Olymnia, “ash,

Dgar ¥pr, Lanctot:

Lgst June I communicatﬁd with the Attorney General
corc erning the case of the "anapum Indisne of Priest Rapids.
I recelived a letter from you, written June 29, informing me that
i1t would take a short time to provide info-matlon requested, at t he behest
of these Indlens who are poor and without legal counsel,

Having heerd nothing from you since that time, and also realizing that
the press of business may still be heavy, I am however writing again
14 thehopes of obtaining this i1 formet ion before Jan., 27,

On that date the State Pirector of the S¢ate “epartment of Fisheriea and
his steff is to visit Yekima eand I em asking for a cmferenc: wlth
someone on hid staff rezerding these peoplse.

Theseypeople, the Yenapums, were deprived of their traditiond fishery
Bn the +*akima giver last epring by enforcement of ficers of the 3tate

epartment of *igsheries. However the Yakime Indiens, a treaty tribe,
were permitted to continue to fish at Prooser,

I do not bellove that the hon, director understands that sime the “anapume
were not tresty people, their rights to t b ir_fishery were never legally
extinguished by the Oovernment of the United State s,

Tﬁéy do not wish to employ legdl counsel, as in the uatterLPf obtaining
protective rights for their graveyard etc, at Priest Eapids an site,
which wes gr nted by the Federal Power Commission.

The fedl however that if the State Deper tment of Fisheries wishes to
acquire full title to their fishery on the Yaiims River, it must be
done legally or they must be compensated for 1t, Thelr prime concern
is that t hey be permitted to contiiue to fish,since thelr wants are
smell=-some 80 fish a yesr for less thm elight Indians at that Bjite--
but they are importent sime they are used for the Mass and Holy “ommunion
in their religious ceremonials which were observed before the coming of
the white men,

The informet lon requested per&ained to the respongibility for killing
a state law which allow d the “enapums to fish at “anawish,

I hope this information cen be provided = on,

3 ¥
incerely ¢140x Relander





