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Point out I'm a plan man. ¥now nothing about the dead languages, Latin and
@reek and am & bit shaky on the living ones,
|And I'don;t believe in eating dlctionaries and going around frichtening -
boys and girls with big words,
Moreover, af ter considerable dabbling in history, reaearch and

writing, have about reached the conclusion that Mark Twainﬁ‘-m

H /e said that he was c onghnced
that the Americe People would rather see Lillian Fussell in scanty stage
costume than CGeneral U.S. Grent in full uniform. #nd there's a lot of truth
in that,to this day.

LI have{my own views on history and research and am convinced that
too much his torrical writing 1s embalmed, as though the tired writer had
thrown In a tired piece of history.

I find & distinct paralleg in history and conservation, soil or
otherwise,

]_It is not Important what happened, but why 1t happened and the reSult
of{that happening,

LHere in &usa/section of Washington there was a time when the /ﬂorse Heaven
Hills were covered with bunch grass so thick anci%.?{igh thet an Indian
couldn't see a coyote 100 feet away.

LNow anyone riding inthet ares can spot a reasonable sized rattlesnake
three fourths ﬁﬂ%ﬂs@ a mile distant,

The old-timers hereabouts--like the one I tried to interview and

sald: What do you want tcglmow about them fellers fer, they air dead aint
they?-- can remember when bunch grass grew sll up and dom the Columbisa
Hiver, flank deep to the semrny, JJesfod( | N doenn Kevdh |

(uharg L
It was a Seed bonzana. No Sagebrush grew in the Satusqmém e

N lg..ﬁf\p w :“"“'07
that's about all you will find in some areas._.o,...gt‘(:l.u, nad
o~ ha (MOers

But it has alwaia been thet way in “merica . The country ms been
Uoste 2 Wl Cea by ths Casy Ve? [ o 2o o hslira o R Asoda

picked bare by\ the get rich quickers ., Ti—tras been victimized. £nd
%ﬁ P\:‘.( o LU, /"-M

Bé8bent so thmmk God for conservation--soil and otherwise«



(e are Sp-a“.cd-
We have had too many free things in this country--£eee land, silver,

osh et *AO—-?-‘ .
gold, oll, grass and now uranium] #nd it dosen_t take long for over

\SPA':L/
exploitation to szkl the na tural setupe.

You could the nane of Horse Heaven now to Hungry Horse pasture,
were it not for the bOAFEEAd bonanza of wheat growing that has been going
on dow there, é~d W &m&ﬂfﬁ° st Comt, o Ues Avrcal

Where the grass hes baenm caten away, the weeds heve moved in and if ’
not the weeds, the soll has been carried away ;by the wm.&ﬂ:ﬂ*

Lgomewhere I recall & story originating In $astern "ashington, where
the grass and nature's protectlve covering has been grazed awaye. The only

Qrnd O Chop OF
thing left w:=s the eartl}' & the wind, SegEser—r e q:gound squirrels,

Byt even they mored out.

he w rd klcked up such a dust that the squirrels started digging to
o dust was so thick fhsy dug \Hefny

for sn hour or so ween they

Th
get out from undery}
discovered they were three feet over tZ0 where the top of the ground

haw been, o guew fle y
should Fpulle up end left, @thas taken the soll conservation
districts to rehabilitate the land.
[And I can't lethhis pass without some remarks about the origiral
conservationists of this part of the country. They were the Indlans, ﬁ‘ﬁ
@e know of the stories about salmon.:?"f'xey we@® were &@® always a food
w0

source for the Indlans . Hwey caught them, only for food and relliglous

purposes and tNEPECUSREBIEEYE was always an sbundance of salmon the

next yesar. They hed a sacred reverence for then, e{feelingtthat they not be

_%{WMW%MMq

wasted or the flsh would not re turn the next spring )

In the early days of lmd settlement the salmon were so é@éjz@.ﬁ
aoode3 Baédddd in small streams of Yashington and Oregon, during the runms,
that @0404@4aodddd more than one stege coach was overturned in fording
a stream/:hoked with a &80 heavy run of the fish. “nd that(s 43
a historic fact.

‘hey were so abundent thet the settlers used them to fertilize thelr

fiels--16d0H€496fa0d&FO
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lren the sein fishermen and the fish wheels came along the “olumbia and
took @:out by the tonsa—d puk MU~ Sl D4y LR )}J o Ghtiso o fund
Now the states of L)r-egon and Yashington and the nationsl government is
figuring el 1 kinds of ways to reestablish the fish runs & I ‘-‘"!"“3 SO
You can't say that the I dians caused the debacle, :hey got along
for untold centurirdies with the salmon.
My especial friends among the tribes of Eastern Oregon are the unusual
%&! of Priest Rapids, a remnant #x band of elght peonle, left of
a tribe thd Lewis and Clark called the S lkulks and MSEFEEEEd estimated at

2,000 to 3,000 149 years ago-- sesquicentennial coming next spring.
. ity O Yl tGings (o4

E=gues—F"m Q@ conservationisth at heart pscause several ye:rs ago these
WYanapums and I became friends. losuf;g‘in) while overlin the Crab ‘Ee
Creeck country, the Department of Wi1g Life was seeking 580 to set aslde
30,000 acres of land to preserve and save wild 1life. I t hought human life
was as important.

T'm blessed wi th £s89 an understanding wife. Newr?/ox'k, radio show.
Stetson hats,

Didn_t s eem to zet GSPEMEMA anywhere so set out to write, D maq D,

Finished. When? now thet the PUD started out, «&PfPHd qualified

with Federal Power Uommission md conferences. “e are making prozress. :

I:ve learned a lot about conservat’on from the;e neople. I've taken them ‘

out to eat and seen them take the pleces of bread left on their plates, L

carefully wrap them up and take them home. :
1"’very bit of food is like & sacrifice. They have an understanding of

it, a gift from the Crestor, J‘hey leave none to spoil,
Fire. No cremation bur‘els, Otherwise, BGE#Adng everything destroyed for Gg
all time, \g

They used to hav e thouwsands of horses at P.R. but there was no shar tage o/fi‘,)

%«-&W (’T“__ e
grass till the c&@%8s get-rich-quick cattlemen Baaal=mp—men camé. ~hey

did not overgrsaze, ‘Lhey did not bum off the rarges. Careful with smoking.
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Burials, Canoces cut In half, “aved the other half for the next burlal.

Choke cherry bushes, Ihe law of Smowhalay Mgaimt destroying or
@8dP88gd breasking bushes As badly as they needed fire wood they didn ot
destroy.They went along the river where drift wood was to be secured,

_Frue,their conservation might have been inspired by hunger smd that we,
such a well fed nation, with such an eabundance of food, ceannot =82
realize the rich abundance we possess, KZW-"/; /9«4)( %MM‘M 2 «

The American people owe much to groups like &lé, @ long uphIll bst tle,

ageinst as great odds as I have fought for the:e Indians, to educate the
rank and file of “mericeans to the need for conservation, FhEtEzm—ii=be soill
or In eny other Sarm, Lo
I could tell you about some of my Indiax friends. 7here ®WOnA®dABAR was one
from the ‘alouse country, Lyons Ferry.
He wag¢ called Pasco Sam. Pasco Sam and the beaver. %@Djeer came to
lodge, then <886 stock came and grazed off the land . The deer came no longer.
The salmon came no longer in the streams., It is true, I killed a beaver.
I used the flesh to @@ feed my family and I sold the hide to buy clothing
for my family. ‘5ut In doing this, I took nothing that belonged to the white
0n@Q0 man (reflecting Crestor given belief)
Research . “cMary J"am, en 1llustration of fact that Qhat happened
is not Immortant as the result ofvhat happened, the same as in depleted fiels,
l\.ﬁacNary dam created 60-mile long Lake *allula. Flooded out old “allu-la, n ow
beneath 14 feet of water. 01d Fort Yez P built there in 1815, “eceme known ss
Fort #allas Walls. Fort abandoned in 1855 and it wasplatted as towmnsite in
1862,

Grow ing.

Now o new Wallula is growing near by. Docks etc.
014 “allula was the terminus of the old rawhide railroad, the
first in what is now “ashington. Lt linked Walla Walla end Wallula, 32 miles,
B1t. 1in 1872. narrow cage. Little engines called saddlebacks in which

watertsank hung over the boiler. Passenger comch called the hesrse,

" gines such names as Blue Mountain, “alla "alla &l Mounte in Gueen.
g ) 2



5
Left Wallula 6 a.m arrived at “alla “alla that evening. It belleved
in conservation. Yonservation of time because they used to say down
that way, when asked when the train would be in, "°h, it will be
most any day now, 5_00 baker Story. "Heck no doc. {i'm in a hurry.

Thet was down where the wind always 88 blew. “hen someone got off train
and asked the agent if the wind always blew this way, his answer was
nope, sometimes it blows the oths direction.

And I'd 1like to close with a 1little story concerning my indien friends,

Indianhunting. © awob ject. Antimal. Closer. mnemy. Must hide, slay or
be slain., Closer, another Indian on horse, a maber of his om tribe, C ame
face to face end found 1t was his own brother,

How like these times. "e see peonle from a distence , we think they may be
enemies or are suspicious of them. ""'hey come closer, we see they aremembers
of our own tribe, “nd closer yet, we find they are just like a brother.
‘hey have the same problems,

So while we arpe on the subject of conservation, let us try and see that
the government do not rush the Indiasns through by terminatirg tk controls,
releas ing the reservations., Let us @EAGAIMEd exerclise a 1ittle conservation

before we extinguish not only the Indien title but what 1s fine and noble
of the people, thas, ju./b-f,«.- M‘&.w\ r"‘Y“i?xo U-L)L«,—c 2. A 42 #hro





