WORK ALREADY BEGUN TO REHABILITATE SPOT FAMED IN STATE HISTORY

—-By Virginia Boren

Fort Simcoe, Yakima County, is to be restored !

Blockhouses that once were riddled with bullets and splintered with arrows,
again will shine like protecting angels to the frightened; officers! homes, in which
many a homsick officer'!s wife wept out her heart as she wrote gallant letters home,
will stand like white story-book houses on the tree-lined street; relics that once
abounded at the fort will find their way to the museum, a part of the restoration
scheme; a tree planted by Father Wilbur, the so-called patron saint of the early
Indians, will become a shrine, as will the old fruit tree planted by President Ulysses
S. Grant,

Boston, has its bunker Hill, its Paul Revere Home, its old South Church and 0lg
North Church, plus a hundred or more historic spots, Lexington and Concord have their
consecrated battle grounds where the Minute Men fought it out with the British, The
South has its Gettysburg, its Vicksburg and numerous memorial sites, Virginia has
its restored Colonial City, Williamsburg,

And now the State of Washington is to have its Fort Simcoe }

Mrs. Fred Remington Greene, president of the National Society of Colonial Dames
in the State of Washington, yesterday announced that plans for the restoration of
Fort Simcoe have been compl eted, this entire project being the undertaking of Colonial
Dames in Washington State. Actual restoration work at Fort Simcoe, states Mrs., Greene,
has commenced,

C. C. C. Workers are doing the preliminary work, with the Historic Sites group
of the National Park Service of the Department of the Interior furnishing the technical
advice and doing the historical research work, Detailed plans call for the restoration

of the fort, its four blockhouses, its officers! homes, mess houses and clubhouse, its
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carriage house and other incidental buildings, with a special building housing the
Fort Museum,

One woman in the local Colonial Dames is largely responsible for the restoration
of Fort Simcoe., She is Mrs, Frederick E. Swanstrom of Seattle, who for six years has
spent the major portion of her time digging up (research work has such a puny sound
when you listen to a chronicle of Mrs, Swanstrom's labors) material, documents,
records, plans concerning the Fort,

Likewise she has spent many months in Yakima, where it was necessary to convince
the Indians of the sincerity and worth of the project, so that they would turn over

the Fort (it was an Indian school for some sixty years), and to get the backing of
the various United States departments concerned w;th the Fort,

But Mrs, Swanstrom, who is a woman of abounding energy and fascinating Personality,
was well trained to carry out this Herculean historic task,

Years ago, when Mrs, Swanstrom was a tiny girl by the name of Ethel Semple, she
and her sister went to g small boarding school in Springfield, Ill, They slept in
the very room which had been Abraham Lincolnt's bedroom, At night the teacher would
read to them, After the lights were blown out, the scared little girls would pull
the covers up over their heads and shiver ang shake. They were sure the ghost of the
Great Emancipator stalked the room,

During this very period, the present Mrs, Swanstrom!'s father, Eugene Semple, was
conquering new fields as he served as next to the last territorial governor of Washing-
ton. He was governor from 1887 to 1889 and was deeply interested in the betterment of
the Indians, Later, when Mrs, Swanstrom lived here as & very young girl and then a
bride, she was to hear much of the politics of Washington,

So it seemed most appropriate that Mrs, Swanstrom was chosen to lay the groundwork

for this restoration project. She spent a whole winter in Washington, D, C., doing
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research work and calling day in and day out on the Department of Indian Affairs and
the Historic Sites group of the National Parks Service. Later she made two special
trips to the national capital. She worked unceasingly at Yakima, sometimes making a
dozen or so speeches before committees and clubs in that town,

In fact, Mrs. Swanstrom was a committee of one who worked with the results of
a committee of several dozen!

"I want to say that the biggest thrill of my life was the day in Washington, D, C.,
that we unearthed the Fortts original plans. This gives us the actual details for
the restoration of Fort Simcoe. It shbws the exact location of the block houses, the
carriage house, and many other buildings. That warm afternoon in Washington when we
came across these plans in the ancient archives of the Department of the Interior will
always be the most dramatic moment of my life,"

Mrs. Swanstrom states that Fort Simcoe was built in 1856. Major Robert Sheldon
Garnett was the commanding officer. Captain Frederick Dent had charge of the road
building., All timber for construction had to be brought around the Horn from England
and along the Columbia River. In 1861l the fort was turned over to the Indians and
for some sixty years has been used as an Indian school,

The restoration carried out in accordance with the original plans includes:

Three sets of barracks; the officers! mess and clubhouse; hospital; five officers!
homes—-four of these are still standing; four blockhouses, one of which is still
standing; one building to be used for a military museum which will contain Indian
relics, military paraphernalia and the like,

Even the old kiln where bricks were made will be restored. The old parade ground
will again glisten and shine in the sun., A huge orchard was planted on this parade
ground but only the trees such as the "Father Wilbur" and "President Grant" trees will

be preserved., The old flower gardens will be reproduced as far as is possible,
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Mrs, Swanstrom reports that the houses which are standing are of early American
architecture and every room has a fireplace. Dutch ovens have been uncovered in the
kitchens. The old glass in the central house, which has eight or nine gables, was
brought around the Horn from England, The old carriage house still stands and can
be restored easily. Even the old street lamps which have been taken from the Fort,
will be sought out and their return requested.

"We know where many of the original fixtures of these houses are,' said Mrs,
Swanstrom. "That material b&ongs to the government and can be requisitioned, But
we feel that everyone will be so interested in the restoration of the Fort that they
will wish to return these fixtures. Also we want every clue coﬁcerning the origianl
fort, every document which tells anything about the Fort, every leiter, every bit
of information. No clue will be too small, no information too slight. All this
should be sent to 'Mrs. Fred Remington Greene, The lighlands, Seattle, Wash,!"

"The plans, as far as we know, were no doubt drawn by Major Garnett. The
government has put up a certain amount of money for the restoration. The C. C. C.
workers are going ahead with fencing off the property, sixty acres in all; repairs
on the foundations and roofs of the buildings now standing, are being made. An old
water system has been unearthed,"

Mrs, Swanstrom also reports that Yakima is strongly, lyally behind the restoration
of Fort Simcoe. And that it is hoped that every club, every organization, every
person in the entire state will enlist their aid in the restoration work, sending
information, and if possible, documents and treasures to the Colonial Dames for the
Fort, Of course, all such matter should deal with the original fort or be a part
of that early strornhold.

'"Mr. and Mrs. Dean Guie and Mr. L. V. McWhorter of Yakima did such splendid work

in helping show the Indians how beneficial this restoration would be," commented
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Mrs. Swanstrom., "Without these three persons it would have been difficult to carry
forward the restoration plans."

Mr. Guie has spent a great deal of iime among the Indians, compiling many of
their old legends. Two years ago he published a small book of animal legends, which
had a wide sale in the school and libraries throughout the country. It is called
"The Coyote." Mrs. Guie is a sister of Messrs. Arthur and Henry Coffin of Yakima,
also well known in Sattle.

Mr. McWhorter, who is also a writer, has spent a great portion of his life
working gratis in the interest of the Indians and for their betterment. He has
waged many a battle for proper legislation for the Indians. Thus he has the
confidence of the Indians., Not only the Department of Indian Affairs has a pro-
found respect for Mc. McWhorter, according to Mrs, Swanstrom.

"The Indian Department told me that without Mr. McWhorter's help it probably
would have been very hard to convince the Indians that our project wouid help them,"
explained Mrs, Swanstrom, "The Indians many years ago named Mr, McWhorter 'Big Foot!
and always affectionately call him by that name,"

Mrs, Greene and Mrs, Swanstfom stated that the Colonial Dames are especially
happy over this restoration project as they feel that there are so few historic
shrines in this state. They point out thehuge number of people who flock to Williams-
burg, Va,, the New England States, the South, to see the historic spots. Washington
is a newer state and has been so busy making history that it has not had time to pre-
serve its history or landmarks,

So far the only restoration work done in this state has been: The restoration
of General Pickett!s home in Bellingham by the Daughters of American Revolation and
the Daughters of Pioneers; preliminary restoration work done by the Sons of the

American Revolution on San Juan Island; the old Jackson Prairie County courthouse in

Lewis County; several old blockhouses,
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So enthusiastic are the Colonial Dames over this restoration work, that members
of the organization are planning a pilgrimage to Fort Simcoe in the spring, probably
early in May. At that time the country around Simcoe is a glorious carpet of flowers,
there being hundreds of varieties of wild flowers blooming. Thousands of people
each year make the trip out there just to see these flowers. This journey by the
Colonial Dames in May will take on great significance and virtually will be a dedi-
cation visit,

Mrs. Alexander F, McEwan of Seattle also served in this restoration committee
of the Colonial Dames.

Some eighty-three years ago sun.shone on the glistening loads of new timber . . .
timber that went into the building of this western outpost.

Some eight-three years ago Indians moved noiselessly through the woods, peered
at this work of the white man and returned to council fires to report the strange
doings of the white men and the appearance of more blockhouses.

In the same area General Isaac I. Stevens, the first territorial governor, sent
stern commands to his officers, and wote to the secretary of war that the Indians
"dominate us, a nation of old women."

Major Granville O. Haller, a gallant officer, and his hard-fighting men, suffered
defeats at the hands of the Yakimas, on the very site of Fort Simcoe,

But stilled are the war cries, gone are the war paint and war bonnets (except
for gay Indian celebrations), sheathed are the sharp-pointed arrows. Cleared away is
the smoke from the howitzers. Gone, too, is the enmity between white man and Indian,
They clasp hands and forget the battles of almost a century ago. Theywite to help
toward the restoration of one of the state's most noted historic spots. They puff,
white and Indian alike, a symbolic peace pipe, and in the curling smoke is visioned

the building of a great landmark to the bravery of Indian and white man, alike,

That's as thrilling news as any Indian runner ever carried to his councils or



pow-wows, as stirring as the messages sent out by the white officers!

00 Seattle Times, undated clipping

two-column underline for the above story pictures:

Exciting news for pioneers, historians, and those who have a deep love of their
state, was made yesterday by Mrs. Ired Remington Greene, president of the National
Societiy of the Colonial Dames of America in the State of Washington, when she revealed
that the Dames would restore Fort Simcoe. This will give the State of Washington one
of the most interesting historic shrines in the nation. Preliminary work which led
up to the restoration of the fort has taken six years and has been the work of Mrs.
Frederick E, Swanstrom. In the upper photo is shown the Officers' Row. Four of the
five houses in this row are standing, and their actual restoration has already started
A the loﬁer left is a fireplace in the commanding officer's home . . . every room in

every house had a fireplace. Lower right is the commanding Officer's home,



WORK ALREADY BEGUN TO REHABILITATE SPOT FAMED IN STATE HISTORY

—By Virginia Boren

Fort Simcoe, Yakima County, is to be restored!

Blockhouses that once were riddled with bullets and splintered with arrows,
apain will shine like protecting angels to the frightened; officers' homes, in which
many a homsick officer's wife wept out her heart as she wrote gallant letters home,
will stand like white story-book houses on the tree-lined street; relics that once
abounded at the fort will find their way to the museum, a part of the restoration
scheme; a tree planted by Father Wilbur, the so-called patron saint of the early
Indians, will become a shrine, as will the old fruit tree planted by President Ulysses
S. Grant,

Boston, has its bunker Hill, its Paul Revere Home, its old South Church and Old
North Church, plus a hundred or more historic spots. Lexington and Concord have their
consecrated battle grounds where the Minute Men fought it out with the British., The
South has its Gettysburg, its Vicksburg and numerous memorial sites. Virginia has
its restored Colonial City, Williamsburg.

And now the State of Washington is to have its Fort Simcoe!

Mrs, Fred Remington Greene, president of the National Society of Colonial Dames
in the State of Washington, yesterday announced that plans for the restoration of
Fort Simcoe have been compl. eted, this entire project being the undertaking of Colonial
Dames in Washington State. Actual restoration work at Fort Simcoe, states Mrs. Greene,
has commenced.

C. C. C. Workers are doing the preliminary work, with the Historic Sites group
of the National Park Service of the Department of the Interior furnishing the technical
advice and doing the historical research work. Detailed plans call for the restoration

of the fort, its four blockhouses, its officers' homes, mess houses and clubhouse, its



carriage house and other incidental buildings, with a special building housing the
Fort Museum,

One woman in the local Colonial Dames is largely responsible for the restoration
of Fort Simcoe., She is Mrs, Frederick E. S@stmm of Seattle, who for six years has
spent the major portion of her time digging up (research work has such a puny sound
when you listen to a chronicle of Mrs., Swanstrom's labors) material, documents,
records, plans concerning the Fort,

Likewise she has spent many months in Yakima, where it was necessary to convince
the Indians of the sincerity and worth of the project, so that they would turn over

the Fort (it was an Indian school for some sixty years), and to get the backing of
the various United States departments concerned with the Fort.

But Mrs. Swanstrom, who is a woman of abounding energy and fascinating personality,
was well trained to carry out this Herculean historic task,

Years ago, when Mrs, Swanstrom was a tiny girl by the name of Ethel Semple, she
and her sister went to a small boarding school in Springfield, I1l. They slept in
the very room which had been Abraham Lincoln's bedroom. At night the teacher would
read to them, After the lights were blown out, the scared little girls would pull
the covers up over their heads and shiver and shake. They were sure the ghost of the
Great Emancipator stalked the room,

During this very period, the present Mrs, Swanstrom's father, Eugene Semple, was
conquering new fields as he served as next to the last territorial governor of Washing-
ton. He was governor from 1887 to 1889 and was deeply interested in the betterment of
the Indians. Later, when Mrs., Swanstrom lived here as a very young girl and then a
bride, she was to hear much of the politics of Washington.

So it seemed most appropriate that Mrs. Swanstrom was chosen to lay the groundwork

for this restoration project. She spent a whole winter in Washington, D. C., doing
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~esearch work and calling day in and day out on the Department of Indian Affairs and
the Historic Sites group of the National Parks Service. Later she made two special

trips to the national capital. She worked unceasingly at Yakima, sometimes making a
dozen or so speeches before committees and clubs in that town,

In fact, Mrs. Swanstrom was a committee of one who worked with the results of
a conmittee of several dozen!

7] want to say that the biggest thrill of my life was the day in Washington, D, C.,
that we unearthed the Fortts original plans., This gives us the actual details for
the restoration of Fort Simcoe. It shows the exact location of the block houses, the
carriage house, and many other buildings. That warm afternoon in Washington when we
came across these plans in the ancient archives of the Dspartment of the Interior will
always be the most dramatic moment of my life.®

Mrs, Swanstrom states that Fort Simcoe was built in 1856, Major Robert Sheldon
Garnett was the commanding officer. Captain Frederick Dent had charge of the road
building. All timber for construction had to be brought around the Horn from England
and along the Columbia River. In 1861 the fort was turned over to the Indians and
for some sixty years has been used as an Indian school,

The restoration carried out in accordance with the original plans includes:

Three sets of barracks; the officers' mess and clubhouse; heospital; five officers!
homes—~four of these are still standing; four blockhouses, one of which is still
standing; one building to be used for a military museum which will contain Indian
relics, military paraphernalia and the like,

Even the old kiln where bricks were made will be restored. The old parade ground
will again glisten and shine in the sun. A huge orchard was planted on this parade
ground but only the trees such as the "Father Wilbur"” and ®President Grant® trees will

be preserved., The old flower gardens will be reproduced as far as is possible.
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Mrs. Swanstrom reports that the houses which are standing are of early American
architecture and every room has a fireplace. Dutch ovens have been uncovered in the
kitchens. The old glass in the central house, which has eight or nine gables, was
brought around the Horn from England, The old carriage house still stands and can
be restored easily. Even the old street lamps which have been taken from the Fort,
will be sought out and their return requested.

"We know where many of the original fixtures of these houses are,® said Mrs.
Swanstrom. "That material bebngs to the government and can be requisitioned. But
we feel that everyone will be so interested in the restoration of the Fort that they
will wish to return these fixtures. Also we want every clue concerning the origianl
fort, every document which tells anything about the Fort, every letter, every bit
of information. No clue will be too small, no information too slight. All this
should be sent to 'Mrs. Fred Remington Greene, The Highlands, Seattle, ‘Wash, "

"The plans, as far as we know, were no doubt drawn by Major Garnett. The
government has put up a certain amount of money for the restoration. The C. C. C.
workers are going ahead with fencing off the property, sixty acres in all; repairs
on the foundations and roofs of the buildings now standing, are being made. An old
water system has been unearthed.®

Mrs. Swanstrom also reports that Yakima is strongly, lyally behind the restoration
of Fort Simcoe, And that it is hoped that every club, every organization, every
person in the entire state will enlist their aid in the restoration work, sending
information, and if possible, documents and treasures to the Colonial Dames for the
Fort, Of course, all such matter should deal with the original fort or be a part
of that early stronhold,

"Mr. and Mrs. Dean Guie and Mr. L. V. McWhorter of Yakima did such splendid work

in helping show the Indians how beneficial this restoration would be, " commented
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Mrs, Swanstrom, "Without these three persons it would have been difficult to carry
forward the restoration plans.” -

Mr. Guie has spent a great deal of time among the Indians, compiling many of
their old legends, Two years ago he published a small book of animal legends, which
had a wide sale in the school and libraries throughout the country. It is called
“The Coyote." Mrs. Guie is a sister of Messrs. Arthur and Henry Coffin of Yakima,
also well known in Sattle.

Mr, McWhorter, who is also a writer, has spent a great portion of his life
working gratis in the interest of the Indians and for their betterment. He has
waged many a battle for proper legislation for the Indians. Thus he has the
confidence of the Indians. Not only the Department of Indian Affairs has a pro-
found respect for Mc. McwWhorter, according to Mrs. Swanstrom,

"Phe Indian Department told me that without Mr. McWhorter's help it probably
would have been very hard to convince the Indians that our project would help them, "
explained Mrs, Swanstrom., 'The Indians many years ago named Mr. McWhorter 'Big Foot!
and always affectionately call him by that name."

Mrs, Greene and Mrs. Swanstrom stated that the Colonial Dames are especially
happy over this restoration project as they feel that there are so few historie
shrines in this state. They point out thehuge number of people who flock to Williams-
burg, Va., the New England States, the South, to see the historic spots. Washington
is a newer state and has heen so busy making history that it has not had time to pre-
gserve its history or landmarks.

So far the only restoration work done in this state has been: The restoration
of General Pickett's home in Bellingham by the Daughters of American Revolation and
the Daughters of Pioneers; preliminary restoration work done by the Sons of the
American Revolution on San Juan Island; the o0ld Jackson Prairie County courthouse in
Lewis County; several old blockhouses. g



So enthusiastic are the Colonial Dames over this restoration work, that ﬁembem
of the organization are planning a pilgrimage to Fort Simcoe in the spring, probably
early in May. At that time the country around Simcoe is a glorious carpet of flowers,
there being hundreds of varieties of wild flowers blooming. Thousands of people
each year make the trip out there just to see these flowers. This journey by the
Co onial Dames in May will take on great significance and virtually will be a dedi=-
cation visit.

Mrs. Alexander F. McEwan of Seattle also served in this restoration committee
of the Colonial Dames.

Some eighty-three years ago sun shone on the glistening loads of new timber . . .
timber that went into the building of this western outpost.

Some eight-three years ago Indians moved noiselessly through the woods, peered
at this work of the white man and returned to council fires to report the strange
doings of the white men and the appearance of more blockhouses,

In the same area Ceneral Isaac I. Stevens, the first territorial governor, sent
stern commands to his officers, and wote to the secretary of war that the Indians
ndominate us, a nation of old women,"

Major Granville O, Haller, a gallant officer, and his hard-fighting men, suffered
defeats at the hands of the Yakimas, on the very site of Fort Simcoe.

But stilled are the war cries, gone are the war paint and war bomnets (except
for gay Indian celebrations), sheathed are the sharp-pointed arrows. Cleared away is
the smoke from the howitzers. Gone, too, is the enmity betwsen white man and Indian.
They clasp hands and forget the battles of almost a century ago. Theywite to help
toward the restoration of one of the state's most noted historic spots, They puff,
white and Indian alike, a symbolic peace pipe, and in the curling smoke is visioned
the building of a great landmark to the bravery of Indian and white man, alike,

Thatts as thrilling news as any Iézdia.n runner ever carried to his councils or



pow-wows, as stirring as the messages sent out by the white officers!

00 Seattle Times, undated clipping

two-colurm underline for the above story pictures:

Exciting news for pioneers, historians, and those who have a deep love of their
state, was made yesterday by Mrs. fred Remington Greene, president of the National
Society of the Colonial Dames of America in the State of Washington, when she revealed
that the Dames would restore Port Simcoe. This will give the State of Washington one
of the most interesting historic shrines in the nation. Preliminary work which led
up to the restoration of the fort has taken six years and has been the work of Mrs.
Frederick E. Swanstrom., In the upper photo is shown the Officers! Row, Four of the
five houses in this row are standing, and their actual restoration has already started
& the lower left is a fireplace in the commanding officer's home . . . every room in

every house had a fireplace. Lowsr right is the commanding Officert®s homs,



The fol owing ladies and gentlemen are among those who wil?

spend the Fourth at Fort Simecoe: T.B, Pursley and familys; Mr, and
Mrs. ueorgeCourter, the Misses Antoinette and Touise
Schanno, the Misses Dunning, G.W. Jones, Fred Parker, W.H, Chapman

and George Yance, 7-7—-70
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