Historical -records

Yaded and dingy with age a bundie of papers on. a sh_elf in the clock
tower of the Yakima county courthouse _bears evidence of the prohibition
mcvement among coupjty pioneers in Washington territorial dayse.
e Thebundle contains the reéords of a local option election June 28,
1886 along with the petitions signed by the requisite number of voters
callin;for the &lection to proh 1‘911,: sale of liquor wi thin precinct bound-
eries under territ9rial local option‘laws.
“ecords iﬁdiéate only 473 votes were cast. Most of these were in N rth
Yakima and Yakims city.precincté which ffxv?rec_i local option by slender
x;argins. :
j"he vote in North Yakime precinct including what is now Yakima was
197 to 151 and in Yakima city precinct, including the present Union
Gap was 35 to 33,
Judge Re. . Milroy, an ear:ly day Yakima resident recalls thzt local
option prevailed until the territorial supreme cowt later invalidated
the local option law., However the legal ban against sale of liquor
hereMeant little, he commented, as every train brought aenywhere f ran
a pint to a keg of whisky.
"a4ll anyore who wanted liquor had to do was tell a brakeman on the train how
much he wanted and the trainmen would bring it down,h he s aid,
"“he bundle of local option election records was discovered among
other aging documents 1in the courthouse atticR and clock tower by VXA whpkers
who since Februpry 26, 1936, hae been indexing old records of historical
matter for research purposes, “hey are the earliest election records
the WPA men have found although elections were held many years priar to
1886,
#?he election of November 8, 1892 , is the first for which the
county auditar's of fice has a complete summarized record. It is the first
one recorded in an office volume which cantains data on all general

elections f rom that time to 1908.



The fire that destroyed the first courthouse in what is now
Union Gap on March 31, 1882, presumably destroyed all election records
before that date. but vh ere records of other elec tionsbetween the time
of the fire and % 1892 general election are, is unknown to cour thousw
workers,

Other historical sources record the first election in the county
as occuring June 3, 1867 at the home o J.H. Henderson on the
“#ntanum creek when 44 votes were pdlled. qﬁf:ed Hensan, G.Ww.L. A len and
Thomas “oodwin thenwere elected commissiomers, Charles 4. s lawn
sheriff j; John Lindsey assessor, J.We Grant auditor, £.VW. Lyons, treasurer; S,
C. Taylor school super intendent ami Henry Yavis, coromsr. C

‘he first officers far Yakima county, which then embraced a Wastly greater

territory ¥han its present area were appointed bythe governar after the
county was orgnized by specialact of the territoridl legislature that was
approved Jenuary 21, 1865.,--Yakima Herald, JMay 9, 1937.



Front Street

The application of Wilijam McIvor, #dward Uthe and Ldward
flichie, far & temparary restraining .order against the alleged
owners of the Front street resorts known as the Plair hotel
was taken under submission by Judge Preble in the superior
court thls afternoone ‘he judge stated tha he would irobably render
a decision on the question ta@@E0d tomorr ows, .

'lheplaintiffs, who are owners of tls property in the im ediate
nelghborhood of the houses of 11l fame seek s tempomry restraining
order against the omers which will prevent the operation of the
houses until the ma termay be finally adjudicated.

the motion was arguedthis afternoon as to only a few of the
defendants , the others not being ready for argument.

‘he def endant s vho appeared this afternoon for argument by their
counsel were: flose Blatr, Sam Chong, Sydney Varian and H.C. Brooks,
John leedham and wife and :ung Lee be ing unready to proceed.

‘he complaints, who are preperty owners armdsome of who live in
property adjoining the restricted district allege as grounds for
the injunction that the buildirgs are a public nuissance for the
reason t hat they are disorderly amd that drunken orgies held in the
houses distur. the emntire neighborhood.

Liquor is sold in the resorts it is claimed and it is
wtated that the inmates indulge in foul and vulgar languege which
can beheard fa some distance and brawls betw en men who
frequentthe places are of nightly occurrence.

*he plaint iff's allege thatthe inmates of the place expose
themselves to public view in indecent costume s and solicit the
attention of men passing an the streets,driving away people who c ane
tovis it the homes of the combpainants,

:Lhehouses which it 1s intendeeto close are located on Front street

and are operated notoriously. he Blair hotel is operated

&



by a woman by thename of Grace Howard and the other two story
frame building is run by Hge Blair, one of the defendants.

:oth places have at various times caused troubls to the
police department. fwo days ago the Howard waman was brought into

police court for the reason that a man was robbed in her resorte

Yakima bepublic,liove 11, 1910,



Yakima--"ambling

Yakima '8 after nighrfail shows up a good many games of ghance,
AL all the Yarious public resorts men of all nationalities
may be seen eagerly wooing the fickle goddess of fortune withvarying
degrees of success, ‘'ere are to be seen nickle-in-tﬂe slot machines,
crap games, roulette and faro tables and all the paraphernalia af
well equipped gambliné roomS., '

Lgbleswith various sports bring out some curious facts. I,, one house a
firm of four gamblers have pooled their individual capital,a :
amounting to ¥1,000, fgainst this banking capital the man with a few
dollars tobet, the chubber as he is called, stands litile change.

In a faro game the percentage is only 5 per cent in favor of the
dealer wnile ;oulette h;s but a 6 per cent in his favor,

In all gambling houses said an o0ld time sport there is a percentage
in favor of t he house. “nybody except & bornfool knows that a man
couldn't afford to equip an establishment, hire help, pay rent and defray
the hundred and one incidental expenses unless he dgrived a profit
that was based on some fixed principle and not dependant upom pér
mere luck or chance, Just where the profit comes in, however,
is sanething that very few people understamd. Most ofthem
fiure it is derived Irom some s8light advantage in arrangement of the
game such as the gero numbers in roulette or the splits in faro but
they are very much mistaken.

It reallydepends on a mrincipal that applies to all games alike,
and ié what iscelled the percentage of capital., Strange as it may
seem I could take a capital of *1,000 and begin pdo#@dgd pitching
nickles, in which the chances are perfectly even, letting the players
guess either way wshey wanted to and I would make a steady profit,

day &n and day out.



The gecret is thiss; The average player has only a limited amount of
money and a slight run of tad luck wipes him out. He is obliged to quitg
and somei)ody else takes his place, while the house keeps right on
through good luck and bad, continually swelling its reservé with the
cash of broken players,

One sD6® nickle in thé siot machine, carefully watched here,
paid $#5.25 out of $17.25 that had been playedinto it,.

Here is a curious calendar madeup of an oi'dinary deck of
Pplaying cards, quere are 52 cardsrepresenting the number of weeks
in a year, 565'spnts, representing the 365 days; 12 face cards representing
the 12 months; four suits representing the four seasoné; 13 cards in each
suit rep:'ésenting the 13 moons in each year and the joker makes up

for the extra day in leap yesr -Yakima ‘erald, Octe. 19, 1899,



Culture

Ihe young ladies and gentlemen eof North Yakima who have been
desireus eof advancing their talents for piano playing new have
an opportunity. Miss btamats, who has had considerable practice in
teaching in the east, is organizimg a @lass and r spectfully selicits
membership, Call and see her at her residence on Front street near A.

April 24, 1°89,Herald,



Cultural

Prof, Prigmore. , a dancing teacher of Ellensburgh. late of
Seattle, will be here tomorrow to organize a dAancing sthool,
The profecsor has a very satisfetorv class in
Fllensburgh and he ha- been encouraged to believe that he will
be able to organize a successful schoo” here, His place of
meeting the young people of this city will be announced hereafter--
Yakima Herald, November 23, 1803,



Yakima--uémbling
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day &n and day oute



Nickle in the slot

The police committee finally @&cided upon a $50 pdr annum
license, payable quarterly, on nickle-in-the-slot machines, and
licenses are now being taken out by all of theowners excepting M,ore

& lloore ad Liggett & Walton--Yakima Herald, May 13, 1897.



YMCA

Frank F,S tubbs has been selected to head the YMCA campaign for funds
which this ye r aims at the recard goal of $25,000,

Stubbs was picked at a meeting of the executive committes held late
yesterday and will select his campaign comititee,division
managers amd workers in the course of a few days,

The drive w 11 open N vember 2 andis to be complsted by Novemoer 7.



YMCA

This evening the whirlwind "Finish the job" campaign to
raise $20,000 to wipe out the indebtedness of t he YM(4
bu lding will be set up in its last details. # meeting ef all
the committee solicitors will be held in the YM@A bui ding
andthere the whole situation will be gone over fort he last time
before +the act al solicitation of the money beginSee....
Yakims *‘epublic, Dec. 2, 1910,



Pioneers

agsociation

the first annual picnic of the Yakima Pjoneer &ssociation
will be held at the State Fatgrounds Patwday June 6. 811
plomers ard t helr fAimilies are expected tobe on hand,
Picnic dinner atl2. Address of welcome by Pre ident
L.I. Thorp, 2 pem. “ddress Hon 4A.J. S,lawn, “eminiscences.
by Yakima b and. Races anda thletic sports--The Yakims
Herald, June 3,1908,

Music



Medical Rocisety

:he melminar ies farthe formtion of a county medical society
were held onThr sday evening of last week .
Dr. Gunn was male cha iman andDr. Rosser secretary of the
tempoara ry organization. :he soc®k ty will be open to all physicians
of standing. "Lhose who have thus far assodated themselves in

the plans of organzation are prs. Gunn, Gorden, Dulin, t’aker,Fr.*:-xnk,

Burns, #dair, Wells and Fletcher.,
Permanent orgaz atim will be effectedc at a meeting to be

held i Dr. Gorden's of fice Friduy evening--Yakima Herald,

Jan. 3, 1901,



Eagles

“he Order of bagles has been organized here with a ery

flattering enrollment already,and it is expected that more
than 150 will have joined before many days go by. Ptate
Organizer Parnes and Vel Cary Smith of Spokane came over to

institute the new lodpe--Yakima Herald, December 9, 1902,



Blks

A canmilti e of members of the local lodlge of Elks cons isting
of D.E. Lesh, JeD. Medill, WA, “ell, #lex Miller and EeB.
Moore has been appointed te look up an available site on which
to erect a building for a permanent home of te lodge,

Their power isunlimited and if t hey can find a sul able
site it willbe purchased. Mp. Moore of the committee stazes
that as yet no location has bec investigated and the committees
would like tohear fram anyone having a sultable property to
dispose of=-‘he Yakima flerald, _May 24,1905,



The arrangements for the Fouth of July Celebration at Yaki a

City are progrecsing and a big time is expected,

There will be a parade which will inelw e 13 ladies on
horseback representing the original s tates: nicnie at the Schanno
groves; tilting ring:; oration, patriotic exercies and bicycle
tournament at the woolem mills in theafternoon and a grand ball

in the evening. Yakima Herald, June 8, 1803,




M:scellany

Yakima avenue was the scene eof a horse show last Saturday,

The display was very creditable, altheugh a number of fine animals

ewned in the country were not brought out. fornd STALS




Miscellany

Arrangements are being made for a rabbit drive on Thanksgiving

day. Thoce who remember the amusing incidents of the last drive

will not fail to be present on tris oc casion, [@ 3-70




CGen., Meath , a special agent of the interior devartment, has

been visiting the In

dian reservation during the past week, Gen, Feath

served under Lee and it was he that orened the battle of u@tfysburg.
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