Federal cout-History

“'he foederal cowrt for the district of Eastern “ashington southernly
division was called to erder by Jmlge "hitson andduly organized
at 11 o clock uesday marning. Judge Rygg tender:d the use of t he
court rgom to Judge Vhitsen; at te time this was done it was
understood t‘ne time necessary to camplete the organiz.ation WOﬂlld
require only a few moments.

he organization of the federal court is unique in thehistory
of Yakima countye It is the fir st time that federal court ever
convened here., It marks & step in the p;-ogress of the state
and refiounds to the future greatmess of this city and Yakima
county.

:"he officials of the federal court who were of necessity
hdz;e to assist In the ergamzation of the local branch besides
Judge “dw. “hitson were:United States “ttorney A.G. Avery of
“pokane; Circuit Clerk F.C. Nash, district Clerk W.H,

:‘are s Chief f‘eputy Unlted States Marshal R.D. McCully of Spokane
and Deputy farshal A.N. Short of this city. George H, Bakér, United
States marshal for the eastern district was not present,

Chicf Yep.ty McYully opencd the court formally in the usual manner
after fifst directing every one inthe court room to arise to their
feet. Jadge Yhitsen's first official act was appointment of Les
C. Delle to be circuit and district dep ty for North Yakima,

He then announced that the rules applying in the circuit and
federal court of the state would apply in this case and that these ruls
could be obtained by making application to the federal cairt in
“eattle. The formal question was then asked “ttorney if he had any
business to come before court. He redlied in the negative
and alsos tate« that he did not think a grand Jury would be necessary
at thls term. Judge “hitsan then announced that he would hold
court at Spokane fram the 10th te 26th of May and that on June 2nd



a jury court would convene ﬁere.

Pursuant to suggestions of Attorneys bnively and Englehert Judge
“hitson will recommend the appoinbment of R.Y. Nichols for master in
chancery at this place. a1:1;13':t-neyes Cherles E, Fbrtythe e.ndH .M. ‘aylor
of this city end H.H. Wende of Sunnyside were sdmitted to pratiice
in federal court. | | |

The court set May 25th as the date eof hearing two equity
cases betvwen Attorneys S ively and gnglehart.

This comple tecthe bus nessa:ﬂad;}ournemnt was taken sine die. )

e..The Yax1 & Herald, May 3, 1905 (Wednesday) '



Federal Vistrict Court
Judge Whitsone.
Dr.W.H. BRase *are

pr. W,H, Hare, clerk of the federal court of the d istrict is
over from Spokane for a few days. He cams with Mps. fare
primarily for the purpose of attending the Hsscock-"cudder wedding
but will spend sane time with friends before re turning.

The doctor says that no infarmtim has been received at Spol.ane
regarding Judge Whitson's probably successor but that the feeling
there is that the appointment will het ©e made until after congress
meets,

ee.Ho and I left the cow tpoom tqQ ether at 5:30
Tuesday &'ternoon and h€ appeared tol® in his usual good health
and spirits,

"rhe past term o court was a strenous and trying one for he was
caldéédd upon to pronounce jud merit on an unusual number o criminsls
some appear ing in cour t accompanied by a ged fathers and mothers
and others with a young wife with babe in arms, all appealing through
their attorneys for the mercy of the court.

The judge remarked that if his own feelings were to guide

on account of mother s,wives armd children he would disc'harge them all
but he had a sworm duty to perform,

“The last dayhe was o the bench he was compelled to
pass his firs t 1life sentence. Thsee very trying ordeals may have been
the primary cause of his breaking down as he was a very symfpathetic
ard kim-hearted man. The funeral services were fram his h ome
on 10th avenue amnd were very simple, Judge George Turner's remarks
& the funeral of his dead frieml were mce t beautiful and
brilliante..." Yakima fepublic, Yet. 28, 1910,



"_Llhe will of the late Edward “hitson has been filed for probate
in Spokane county. Under its terms the entire estate is left :
to the widow, Nellie B, whitson . &he is to care for an provide
for the two children, Clara and “arion.No inventory of the
estate 1s made and “rs, Whitson who is named as executrix isnot
required to give band. “he is to manage the estate to suit herself
ard without innterventian of the county/

:he value is not immown. Judge Whitson had considerable
real estate here. It cons isted of a building on NorthFirst street 7
8 business lot on l'orth second opposite aml below the cour thouse, an
number of other lots in this city of lesser value,
He also had & cmsiderable tract of land about four
miles out of town on the N, b Hill road which may be roughly
valwed at anywhere from ¥100,000 to 150,000, fie had no real
property in Spokanebut is said to have had considerable money
loaned out and one report that had been printed stated that he
held cmsicerable,6fl stock in various enterprises incluing the
Yakima Light and fower company. *he repet a bout the power stock is
probably incorrect. He had sane in terests in tke Cowlitz
country coal fields. )
It 1s said here that his estate is worth samewhere in the

nelghborhood of a quarter of a million dollars-~Yakima Hepublic,
Oct. 28, 1910,



V urts

Superior ~

“p0ther. supserior .count will probably be created for Yakima
county bythe 1 glislature this winter and a judge will be appointed
by thegorernor to take the bench until the next judicial election.

llgmbers ofthe bar in the city are almost unanimous in the op=
inion that another couwrt is needed anmd the legislature will
undoubtedly pass the bill creating it if 1t is asked far.

“he county wouldbear but little increas: in texes: for
support of another courte. 'fhe present cart <
commissioner is apaid ¥1,000 a year, all of ‘which is taken from
the county funds.

4 guperior court judge is paid ¥3,000 but ha 1f the salary is
put up by the state. ‘he czeation of another superior court will .
probably result in the abolition of the aoffice of cowrt
commissiorer. ‘his woild mean only ¥300 additional expense by the -
county forosalary far the new judge.

:he rapid increase of business in the superior court is
another indimtion of the increase of pupu.lation in Yakima
countye

It was early in 1907 that Yakima county was made a separate
judicial district and given a judge. f"efore that it had
beein in a district with Bentam cointy,.

“hen the separation was made Benton county was made part of
the district with franklin and #dams counties and couwrs is
now b@@AY held by one judge in Ritzville, Fasco and
Prosser for the three counties,

"hen the new court is added Yakima county willbe one of six
in the state to hawe more than ane superior court judge.

King county heads the 1list with s ven; Spokane has five; Plerce
for and Chehalisf and Whatcomb each have two. Eight ot her



Eight other counties, not including Yakima, have each
“one  judge. *he remainder of the co hties, 4 in all, are included
h districts preided over by £60 nin judges . One iudge has
four ‘counties, four of: them have three and four hold court in only
two counties eache
e district formed of “dams, Benton amd ¥ranklin counties
has also be‘core inereasinigly unwieldely for ome judse to
handle and and her re&ligmment in territory is due to
be made soon. .
The fo ming of a dis trict of Yakima and Penton counties has
be en suggested in view of the fact that the new judge for
Yakima county would'be for some t ime to look after more business
then would came be fare him.at this place, ~
4 more probablg readjusgment is the combim tion of
Benton county with Klickitat which 1s now me of four.counties
in a district and tlke formation.of a separate dis rict of
Franklin amd Lewise ..Yakima ‘epublic, ‘Nove 25, -1910.



‘he nomination of H.J. Snively for covernor has been
remarkably well received not only in Yakima but throughout bhe state,
At home where he is well known and honored, his nom nation apreared
to be 2 matter for congratulation not on'y among democrats but

republicans and many of the latter expressed their invention o

casting their vote for him, 7_.(1~ 92




Ex-"eceiver L.S. Howlett has returned from his trip te the Sound and
will new give his whole time te law practice with an eccasienal

digression inte the demain ef real estate speculatien fer the

"
pred X8
benefit of +imself and ethers whe have their affairsin his hands,




Viscellany

Iye first celered man ever admitted te the bar of Washingten

was given his certificate by Judge “urke's court at Seattle,
March 20. His name is Robert 0. Lee and he is a graduate of the

Columbia Law schoel-Herald, North Yakima, W.T. March 88, 1879,




An effort is being made by Senator Fshelman and “npresentative

Weed to hove Yakima set apart as a separate judicial district--

Yakima Herald, Feb, o, 1803,
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