Ihdians

Toppenisii, Jan, 3--Once more the long roll of the bom-tom
for generations the Indians signal to t he dance and to war is
sounding over the Toppenish prairie. Red men from all quarters of the
northwest are assembl d about the long house south of Toppuenish
for the an ual winter ceremonial dance by which the I dian
welcames t e new year and fBR asks of the great “pirit that food
shall be plentiful and the hunting good during the coming twelve
months,
ﬂ%ﬁ dance and feasting--for in the Indian rule he who dances must

also feast-~-will be cantinued for another weeke

Dancing generally begins at 9 o'clock in the evening though
time is a matter oB amall cmsequence to an Indian celebrator who
uses desire as a guide and scorns t6O@&Ed a watch as a mark of
effeminacy., ihe visiting Indisns are camped about the long
house for the most apart though same of them are stayihg with
Yakimas who 1ive near Toppenish. The beginning of the evening
ceremonial is signalled by the beating of a tom-tom for a half hour or
80 and during tlt peri od the young Indian bucks put on their
graf@dGdd gaudiest paint and headwork while the maidens who
participate in some of the dance s seek out treir doe-skin
dresses and ceremonial hats of woven reeds,

“hief George Mininock, Chief Jim Walahee, Chief Jimmy
“aluskin and other Yakima leaders are in charge of the dance and
S0 occupy the honor seats at the head of the long house beside the tom
tom drumwerse. The spectators sit at either side, men on the right and
woren on the left while the dancers have the center of the fl cr.
The Hong house 1s none too comfortable on a chilly night

but the dancers are apparently quite above the conmsideration

of comfort--The Yakima nepublic Januvary 3,1925,



Indian *estival

Spring was formally welcomed Punday by the Iudians of the Yakima
reservatione. ‘hroe hundred men and women gathered near Wapato
and in the o0ld ceremonial of their forefathersinvited the
salmon to swim up &lPdOdd the® strearrs andthe wapato to spring u:|
in abundance in the soill and the verry bushes to carry
large crous.

They had a feast whi ch opened with & toast all around in
which water was the beverajge and closed with another toast
in the same liquid.

+he food .w'as pepared and cooked at fires in the groudd
and in 'other ways the ceremonies of the day adhered :strictly
to the forms used by the Indians before the whites came to the
land,.

Hon A.J. Splawn, Jay Lynch, S.E. Farris and L.V. McWhorter
yere the invited guests of t he day and when t e time¢ came for
spcechmaking came and the big talkwa: he ldthe arators of the
trioe impre sed upon the guests their feeling of regard
and respect f a the white man and their full anpreciati on of
the infinitely better condiditions vhich come with development and
Ir@ress ard theadoption of the best ways of t he white man's Way e

The Indians, the spokesmen said, are prepared for
developments of any kind that will e fbr t he WDvsd benefit of
themsglves a ndfami les. They are rnot opuosed to develo ment as
m@% many think b welcome it, their difficulty be ing that
they are not always able t 0se08dGhdc see the benefit
in the develo ment whid is thrust upon them

In other words they declared, they do not want to be compelled

to adopt something j ust because theyare told it is good for them.

“ut such things as they know to be good they are willing to



to adopt and anxious to fill a more progressive and independent

positioh then has yet been accorded to t hem.
Yrose who witnéssed the ceremony and h eard the santiments

of the Indians Punday declare both to D& have b een mpuressive=e—

Yakima Herald, # ril 19, ,191l.




Fort Simcoe

Pp, William S, Noblitte, who has been transfrred tc the Nez
Perce agency , left on the 12th, Dr. A. Wilgus of Neah
Bay having been sent to this place,
Washington‘s birthday wva very appropriately observed by the
school with an entertainment i~ the eveni g consisting of music,
recitations, etc, A hatchet exercise by ten boys was very interest-

ing &ndeed,.-Yakima Herald March 1, 189%,



Indians

Ciark J.L. Banks was in from Fort Simcoe on Saturday last
and ordered through Metzger@300 loaMe s of bread for the Fpurth of July
celebration to be h2ld by the Indians on the reservatione.

He says that many Indians are now coming in from the Warm
Springs, Umatilla, Nez Perce and M ses reservations and that he
anticipates with the Yakimas there will bse 3000
rendezvous at the agency previous to the FﬁurtL of July

and remain until after hop picking.

White Swan is president and Thomas Simpso secretary.

White Swan sends word to the Herald that no whisky will be permitted

on the reservation--Yakima Herald, June 27, 1895.

Rev. Yeorge Waters of the Yakima reservation called at the
Herald offic Tuesday on his return from the Nez Perce
agency. He says the Indians are expecting their money about July
1l from the sale of the reservation lands tolthe government and as
there are about 2,000 Indians among whom the funds

will be divided, each man, woman and child will receive about #300,

Yakima Herald, June 27, 1895.



Indians--Fair

President H,pre of the State Fair board together with Mr. Arthur
Coffin had a long talk with Jim Stwire, Cidef White Swan Mondy ,
regarding the attendanc§ of the Indians and their particication
in exercises at the fair,

It is proposed to make the Indian dances and parades one of
the leading featur of the fair but there is considerable doubt
about this due t  treatment receiv d by the Indians last year
when they were made to break camp and we e bustied off the grounds
at night fall after their usefulness as entertainers was over.

Chief Moses and his followers felt gre-tly enraged at this
and vowed they wold take no part in the fairs of the future. White
Swan however, who has b-en making a visit to the various tribes

of the northwest believes they can again be inducted to take an

active ihterest in the fair--¥akima Herald, A, gust 30, 1896.



Indians

Acent L.T. Erwin was in from the reservation over Sunday.
He says that the Indians are preparing to begin on “hristmas their usual
dances for chinooks, plenty of salmon, an easy winter, etc. lhe dances

will probabh¥ be kept up for months--Yakima ?erald, De ¢ 6, 1894.



Indians

Throughout the length and breadth of the Yakima v alley no more
colorful or unique group will assemble arund the samefestive board
to return thanks and makemerry than that which will attend the
secord annual Chris tian church missioen dinner at White Swan
Thursday.

Firty Indian mission children, t heir familie. and the faculty
totaling nea 1y 200 are to e given places at the board,

Two big chiefs , “hisf SBWL Seelatsee amdl Chief Saluskin
will be on hand to partake of the feast and to tell the little
Hedskins of the early days when\;here was more sage brushand
dewer-peeppln the valley than now,.

Uhief Seelatsee has the disbinction of being the only
grardfather off the invited list., His two grandchildren,
Leomard and Romona Seelatsee. Chief Se3at¥eddd Saluskin h: as
a nephew, “jlliamand a Hiece , lMargaret , in the school.

At least twice as much food will be prepred as last year
because the crowd is expected to be twice as large. ‘here we e
only 25 children in t he school & ye ¢ ago while this year there
are 50, with many more on the waiting list.

feyv., E.E. Francis, the superintendent will preside and will
be assisted by his wife and the five helpers upon the farm.

"L'he missicn was put up in 1921 on an 80 acre tract two
and one half miles fran White Swan. “ev. Francis has been
in charge for the past two year s. Zhe school 13% aintained
by the Cpristian church and @80 open to desirable Indians
from 6 to 15 yearé. A new $2,000 busi has been fittedup to haul
tke ch ldren to and from the Yhite Swan public s chool.-yakima
“epublic, Nov. 25, 1924,



Indlians

The Yakima Indians have een invited to go to Lapwai, Idaho and ceg
celebrate the Fourth of July with the Nez Perces, There will be
feasting, horse rac‘ng, gambling ami war dancing, |

The inducements are ton strong and some of the

reservation Indians have decided to go--Yakima Herald, June 29, 1893,

The Fourth of July at ®art Simcoe was arranged and carried out
almost exclusively by the Indians of thé reservation but every assist-nce
was given by Major Lynch and his corps .
A platform an® benches lzd been armanged in the grove and af ter
a procession, headed by White Swen had made the rounds of the agency, a
dort program was presented consisting of singing of "America,"
a prayer n the native tongue by Rev., Thomas Pearne,
singim%h by the Indians andan ad“re=s by Col. John K. Rzn! :n
which was t@8 interpreted to the Indians by Joseph Waters.,
The early history of the government was sketched and theIpdians
listened and closely followed the words of the speaker,
A_nther processing, headed by Chief Chaley Wesley after which full
Justice was dore to the basket lunch, The Indians were in
full regalia and gave a war dance. While gning through the
_ grotesque and savage evolutions of the dance, dressed
in gorgeous painted and rigged 6ut in furs and
feathers, many of them carried knives and guns, vividly recalling
tales swalloed“rom boyhood days from the yvellow covered publications
of Beedle and Monroe., It wa= a strange sight and one never to be

forgotten--Yakima Herald, Juhy 8, 1Rc3,



Indians

The Indians will celebrate--The Yakima Indians are preparing
to celebrate the U4th of JTudy at Fort Simcoe in great style and the
Herald is requested to extend an invitation tothe "whites"
to be present on that day. There will be singing and speaking,
a display of horsemanshin and other exercises that will be quite

interesting, especially to strangers--herald, June 28, 1880,

Ihe official hatchet has descended upon the head of George
B. Taliaferro, clerk of the Tndian reservation, and he is to be

smperceded by a Wisconsin republican--Herald, June 28, 1RR9,



Indians

Fort Simcoe

The Indians and employes of the Yakima reservation prepose to hold
a2 Blg celebration at Fort Simcoe on the Fourth of July and the
committee, through the Herald, extends a general invitation to the
people of Yakima and all tilicums to Jo'n them on that occasion and
witness the exe cises whiech will consist of speaking, singing,
war dances, etc,

The committee writes: Brin your friends and your well-filled
Pasket and et us have a nice time in one of the n‘cest places

in the statel-Yakima “erald, June 19, 1890.

AF, Switzer has been awarded the contract forbuiiding the
new government school for Indians at Fort Simcoe, The
contract price is $7,698, aside from the lumber which will be
furnished by Uncle Sam--Yakima Herald, June 26, 1890,



Indians

Heservation

At a meeting called at the residence of Cantain Klickitat Feter
on the Yskima Indian agency last Saturday it was decided to
celebrite the Fourth of July with apcropriate ceremonies.

A committee of arrangements was selected, consisting of
White Swan or Joe Stwire, Thomas “ue,Judge Hale, Captain Teter,
Pe Yell, Sho-Kun, Louis Ambrose and Fomer James,

The celebration will be held at the fort and the exercises
consisting of speeches, songs and re-dings of the
Declaration of Independence will consume thetime from 9 a.,m,
until noon, after which there will be a arade under the djrection
of the marshal of the dav, Captain Peter,

Following the rercde there vil™ T & beilccue, ¢! then
miscellaneous sports such as foot racing and horse racing under
the management of Calvin Hale, In the evening a display of firéworks

has been arranged.--Yakima “urald, June 23, 1892,



Ihdians

The fbllowing cornmnication was received from a prominent
Indian pre:zcher of t he Vakima Indian reservation and 1t is
published verbatim as writéen by him,

Toppenish, W, Dec, 86, 1902

Dear “ditor:
We had very pleasant Christmas dinner at “atus Indian
M.E. church. People was crowded in church and only one white man was
with us and ke emjoy very much, he never been with the Indians be-
fore and eat all he want before the toble, and he said , whites
never give dinner free, but the Indians and he was thani ful
and ®n the same evening we had Christmas Tree and s ome kind exerci:ces
and speeches and dialogues amd songs. I he people enjoy very well
for Merry Christmas.fhis isvithere I preach every Sunday, % miles

east of this town. I remains

George \{)aters .

Yakima *erald, Yec. 30, 1902,



Indian feir
\“

Yhe £iftden trives of Indians of the Yekim ré servation are
plainingb hold their ammal fair at Toppenish Jctover 2 to 7.

In edditiom toc the local Indians lohgntimsm elways present fram
sastern Oregom hwhere the Umatilla, Cayuse amd Valls Wellas
resids, f rum the 0;111110 reservation and repre entativ s of the
Nez Perqe. :hh event coms &t the close oft he hop ricking seasom
and has gradually grown in importance wieB&OX until it is
calculated thoussnds willbe present,

Following their custam t e businessmen of Toppenish will
&ssist the Indians by dmating $1,000 for prizes most o which
will be distributed toth winrmers of the horse races of
which.théere will be me & ly a dozen e ach & y. ‘heraces will be
practically far Indians amd Indian horses but there will be
enough prizes offered where whites mmy compete to make it an object
for than to a ttend,

Lancas ter Spencer, & Yakima chief and member of the Indian
souncil will be one of the mamsgers., E.G. Mleming las been
designated as chairman of t he business mon;a committee by
4,Y. Coleman, president of hat arganizatiom,

In order to insure the permanence of the Indian fair
it iz planned to form & stoock company to handle it-Yakims
Herald, Sept., 20, 1911,



Indian s--Gambling

“s are ult of & gambling tournament of the “nake, Cree ami
¥1athead Indians recently held near Anaconda, Ywe Nish, one of the
prettiest Bree girls has changed owners,

Priar to the towrnament the gipl was the property
of one ofthe Cree braves who lad taken her to wife some
time ago.

¥hile thetournament was on this Indian lost all his belongings
in short order and fimally staked his wife against three ponies,
8ix plankets and one silver dollar. He lost asusual and the girl
departed, appa ently none the sadder, with her ':lathead owner.,
The gambling was conducted by the light of a great bonfire
at the lower end of Bilver “ow canyon & few miles from #naconda
where mearly 300 of the recd men had gathered for the annual event,

The Crees were the winners in the comtest, as a rulse all
except Ureat Bull, the husband of the girl. ""‘he Fiathead who
finally won the girl had long admired her and had tried in vain to
purchase her fram Yreat Bull,.The Yakima Zerald, July 22, 1903,



Indlans

bone game

Over a thouisand Indians of the valley gathered at the McNeff
hopyards on Broadway to take part in the annual "bone game"
ithlecum contest betwren the visiting British C;lumbua Indians and
the Yakima tribe last night.

Anrroximately 400 cars were jamird into the yard, the visiting
Indian hop pickers coming from Selah, Cowiche, Moxee and many points
in the lower valley. A regular taxi service brought Indians out
“rom the city. Deputy sheriffs patrolled the yards for a time
in an effort to keep bootleggers from rnlanting the yards with
moonshine,

Besides a side bet of $160 the I,.dians playin- far into the nighte
are said to have ket over $1,000 in blankets, shawls and head scarfs
exchange hands. To accommodate the players and their large
audlence electric lights aided by wood fires 1lit up the grounds
Overturned hop boxes wer- utilized in providing seats for the
spectators,

The seund of the tom tom and the songs employed in the
game could be heard for a long distance. The younger squaws,
unable to approach the game because of the crowd, started a
game of thelr own aroumd wood fires in a far corner of the hop
yard around 9:30 in the eveni g. The contest between the two
tribes is looked forwad to each year as an annual event among the

Indians=--The Yakima Daily Republic, September 15, 192k,



Irdians

TeA. Davis was in Bickleton last week on business, 0: his way

dowvn in company with some travelingmen he attended the annual fiedicine
dance of the Yakima Ind isns near Toppenish

“here were two or three hundred savages pre ent, all crowded into a
long low ceiling building arra»ged for the dance. Lie compe titors for
the honor of being medicine man ,nude with the exception of the
breech clout, danced up and down the center of the room, swayi g their
bodies, torturing their flesh with burning sticks, while the spectators
beat the Barth with clubs and sang unearthly gutteral songs. %s the
ceremony advanced the barbarous sssembly became frenzled as with a
superstitious spell,

Big axd 1ittle, old amd yo ng, squaw aml buck jumped ard howled and
tar e their hair, all night longe In the early dawn the doctor:s
rattle was bestowed upon the candidate who went through the
ordeal with greatest stoicisme--lthe Yakima Republic, Feb., 23, 1900,



Indians=Dances-Mintnock

Chief Eeorgge Mininock, hereditary chief of the Yakimas will
preside at the winter feast and eremonial dances tobe he 1d
at Toppenish ard scheduled to begin on New Year's day.
Religious rites according to the anciient "dreamer
belief and much feasting are essential par ts of thehceremonial.
Some of the Indians held a similar ceremonial beginning
on Christmas day at tthe long housc at Wapato.
Chief Jimmy Saluskin served as chief for this celebration With
Columbia Jim as high priest. “bout 250 attended the session
and camped about the long house during the ceremonial. It is

expected that a similar number will be out €BEfhdé for the
Toppenish jollification--The Yakima Daily fepublic, Yec. 30, 1924,



Indians

The Yakima Indians indulged in a sun or other dance on Sunday
last, enlivening the occasion with a barbecuse.
The large wigwam near Upion galy below 01d Town, was the
scene of the Siwabh festivities. | large number of people from

this city were present--Yakima Herald, May 2, 1895,

W.H, Miller returned I esday from a business trip to the Yakima
country. He was buying up hides and had pretty good success.

The Indians on the peservation ar rather insolent, he says,
owing to the fact that they are so well fed and taken care of by
Uncle Sam. ‘he government is furnishing them with all the necessitis

of life in goodly abundance. He thinks this is all wrong as they are
now as fully able to rustle for themselves as the white man--

Goldmddale Agriculturist, May, 1895.



Indians
4 col picture of Indian tents and Indian regge 1. Caption:

Above is shown a small section of the Yakima tepees
dbected about the spring at Molo-Molo a few miles from White Swan
and belowk, one of the Yakima Indians in ceremonial attire.

Hundreds of Yakima Indians with delegates of other trifes of
the Ngyrthwest are hplding tgir annual summdr dances at their camping
place three miles below Wnite Swan. The throbbing beat of the
PO pom drums played almost all day and night rolls out over the
sagebrush plain even before the tepee poles are seen. The tapees
form a Bull circle with the warm spring bubbling in the
center and an Aperifan flag hoisted over the spring.

A1l morning the Indians with the noise of drums and much ringing
of bells, hold services in the long house on tie 1ill. In the aftermoon
for the most part tliey sleep, though some ofthe more energetic bucks
indulge in racing down the speedway near the encampment.

In the evening whe whole tPd0Bdd camp swarms with
activity, with men and women dancing and with a great baone
game continually in progress—-Thetﬁakim ﬂaily Republic, lionday,
July 6, 1925,



Indian--Dances

Toppenish, Sept. 17«By special dispensation of the United
States government officials, the f amous sun dance which has been
strictly under the ban for a number of 7y ars will be given on the
Yakima reservation during t he National Indian ¢ onvention.,

*his announcement 1s made by Lancaster Spencer who has been in
communicatian with federsal authorities,

Because of 1ts effect on the I,dians the dance has been forbidden
during recent yeuars., Its significance ms led many of t he Indians in
times past to issue forth into discontent and insurrection and
to muse unduly upon their treatment at the ha ds of their white
brethren,

the sun dance will ba only one of a numbeFf of attractions
scheduled for the convention whichwill linger for ten days from
October 3, Races of all sorts for which large prizes have been
provided will be held during the gathering. Iﬂtended to call
forth a premier burst of Indian speed is the 100 yard dash
for which evént & #1,000 purse has been provided by the citizens
of Toppenish,

Representatives from every tribe west of the Mississippi
will be in attendance. Constituting thenotables on the occasion
will be famous chiefs from various reservations. -fakima

Republic, Sept. 23, 1910,





