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An nutstanding colleetion of Indian artifacts and frontier day

horse drawn vehicles, assemhled by Pr, William L.Gannon of Mabton -

to become the Gannon Wagon Museum, will go on display in Yakima

""ec. 1.

Th. t wadO8Dandarpandfd®dddddd is the target date set by

the bnard of the Yakima valley Society for the Preservation 'f EHarly

Western Americana.

/
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A grand onening date of éd&@@@s Pg0,0bdd Dece 6 was ééﬂOﬁﬁdd also
e

sete And details of the orening will be worked out in a series

weekly meetingse.
The Gannon collection, acquired
hoﬁsed in the old Burrovs Motor Coe

\ .

Streets. This property was acquired
‘\\

and' through conperation of the Elks

as.t&e temporary museum site.
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by the Yakima committee “ggfg \
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by WekSdadd the’ BPO Elkﬁ'Lo?&e 318 .
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was leased km to the Yakimd comuit tee



first ad

Gannon collection
The initial move to acouire the'Gannoh.colchtion AEX wac inangurafed
\
8 ¥ j Convention Bureaus To obtain a
by the Yakina '2lley Visitors and Lonvention reau: Lo obtain a major |

! \
attraction gea0daARAAd 8Aéd and to insure retention of a collection of %

W

such magnitude and historical importance 1in the Yakima Valleye This was
last spring, at a tiue wvhen various major museums were sd0d seeking to
acquire the d€08d0805 collect*one

dJoandng ds €8d C,yverating with ¥x other Yakimans, the projecty

e

last April,08 resulted in formation of an executive cmmitiee Bd with
John Neel Jr. chairman and J.S.(Hud) Aprlegate, John 1 o Bloxom, James D,

®onsod, Ur, W.Shuler Ginn, O.E. Hollingbery and Ted Roberfison, The
and 3

T
< wbid

expanstion of the comiittee ;00d purchase of the collecctionx follov@d.
i - /J -
Within a short ¥B¥EE the collection was moved to the 86493940y
6d9dBdprdaed d building owned by the Elks Lodge. For the nﬁst tw> honths

concen’ration has been on ,rranging for the ﬂ@ﬂﬁd@éﬁﬁd displayeind

going into a series of weekly ldfdndondd noon=hour discussion sessious
pal ting \

in the building 2#616d6294dgG cleanup, remodeling 800 display arrange- ents\

and mahy other details were

were worked out. A E (Eud)Rﬁbertson has been hd@d@d@dapd ecarryving % \

out this work as curatore.
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Board

The Yakima Valley Society for the Preservation of Early Americana was
the name zhzxex temporarily chosen by the l4-member board,organized
F&xX¥ last sumwmer,

Earlier the Yakima Valley Visitors & Convention Bareau conducted a crash
fund drive to raise $35,000 for purchase of the Indian material in the
Gannon collection.

FEHELI0 Q0w 0 AABO RO IEASWR . “he shorter, comuon designation,

lhe Yakima Frontier Museum was chosen.

egotiations were completed to acquire the large and unusual wheeled
vehicle collection after which the Gannon Wagon Museum at “abton took its
name. And a subsequent negotiation acquired the additional kmmzxaf extensive

and vari®k varied studio. BEx or sales stock. Id0d040eadOBe490o
In its entirety the figures totaled more than $100,000 and this is far

below the gctual value of the tons of historic articles. Inxkha Weeks were

Additionally
required to make an inventory. 9AQ buzidsxXZuUkELankixX Gannon made a

contribution toward the development Of several thousand dollars when the

negotiations were completed.

John Noel Jr. was elected president. John Bloxom was chosen first

vice president and Dr. Shuler Ginn was named second vice president,
J.S.(Bud)Appleggte was named seeretary-treasurer.

(more)
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museum tab board
Other em@d0ddued@doebdodsddié members of the executive board are
Ted Robertson, 0.E.(Bbe) Hollingbery, James D. Bronson and Clarence

Ernst.

Additional advisory membexx: and voting members are M.Todd Smith,
Click felander, George M.Martin,Gordon Hanson, Alex Deccio and Robert N.
Bargewell.
W.S.(Bill) Blger provided valuable assistance.
Noel, the board chairman was born in Yakima. His father, John
Noel Jr. was in road construction wark and purchased the Pepsi Cola Bottling
Co. The son is now manager of the Yakima repsi %0x Cola Bottling Co.

cq
and has other rExXxesxakexkeix business holdings. He is a gx 1938 graduate

of Washington State University, past president of the Yakima Rotary

Club and was Yakima's Man of the ¥ear in 1950. In 1955 he was gfédc
president of the Washington State Bottlers of Carbonated Beverages Associatic

was a director of the Yakima Chamber of Commerce in 1954 and is vice

president of the Chinook Hotel and ‘ower board. He has been a UGN

drive chairman and president of the UGN board and this year was
chairman of the professional division for the UGN.

Bloxom, a Yakima resident since 1926 earned a B.A. degree from
the University of Washington and took graduate work at Coluﬁbia. Be is a

Phi Beta Kappa. (more)
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museum tab board
He was fmExexiy assistant manager of Perham Fruit Co. until 1943
and is president of the Washingten Fruit and Produce Co. and Mt. Adams
Orchards Inec. , and is chairman of the board of the Bank of Yakima, He is
vice president of the Association of Washington Industries, a member of the
Council of feorganization of Washington State Government, member of the
gregon-Washington-Caiifornia Pear Bureau,member of xkm BP0 Elks Lodge 318
and the First Congregational Church. He is a partner in Ylacier Orchards
at Underwood, a director of Price Coldstorage and Packing Co, Yakima
Industrial Council and Past president of the Yakima Valley Growers and
Shippers Assn., United Marketers Inc.,Chinook Hotel and lower, Grandview
Chamber of Commeice, Grandview Rotary blub, UGN and a past director of
the International Apple Association, United Fresh Fruit-Vegetable Association
and.fhe Yakim Rotary YCa@xx Club.
Dr. Ginn, a surgeon 1s a native of Dayton, Ohio.
He earned his B.A. and M.A. degrees from the Uhiversity of Pennsylvania
and took post graduate work at Dayton for four years.
When he came to Yakima in 1934 he became associated with the

Yakima Clinic and has practiced here except from 1942 to dgh9dadandd 1946
when he was in military service.

(more)
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museum tab board

Dr. Ginn was president of the Washington Chapter of the
American College of Surgeons in 19%& 1958 and is a member and diplomat of
the American Poard of Surgery. He was named adviser of the Central Washington
Advisory Poard of the Natio .al Bank of Commerce in 1965, was president of
the Yakima Country Club in 1965 and headed the UGN professional di vision
in 196k,

Applegate, an attorney in the firm,“alverson,Applegate,McDonald and Weeks,
is a gid 1932 graduate of Whitman. He was physical director of the Yakima
YMCA from 1932 to 1938 and tinen wEmkxim attended the University of
Washington Law School from which he was graduated in 1941. He has served
on the Yakima Metropolitan District Park Board, in the Navy heserve, REBX is
§086406A60dDACHOdTARIN40868AdHd a past president of the Yakima Rotary Club

and was president of the Y@RQ® Greater takima Diamond Jubilee in 1960.
He 1is president of the Yakima YMCA, on the Whitman Board of Directors and
president of that board in 1998.He has been qctive in the UGN, has been

pre ident of the Yakima County Par Association, holds membership in the
American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars and is a past director of

the Greater Yakima Chamber of Commerce.

(more)
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museum tab board

Hollingbery came to Yakima in 1944 and gfter engaging in hop growing
established his own hop brokerage firm.

He was head football coach at WSU from 1926 to 1945 and the WSU
fieldhouse was named for him in 1963. Besides many athletic honors (he took
one team to the fose Bowl and coached East-West football teams) he has been
active with the YMCA,eid UGN and Rotary, beDddegd.O@6doddd belongs to
Masonic organizations, was gctive in Yakima professional baseball and
Western International League baseball, is a member Bf several sportx halls
of fame. He directed a campaign to raise $2.5 million for enlargement of
St. Elizabeth Hospital, kxx headed Congresswoman Catherine May's
campaign, is a board member of the Bank of Yakima, Sunfair grand marshal,
was honored with a Yakima "Day of Babe'" celebration and this year was
accorded the Knights of Columbus first civic inspirational award.

Bronson, director of Boise Cascade Corp. is president of the

National Yorest Products Association. After working as a logger,mill

worker and general mangger, Bronson was named president of the Cascade

Lumber Co. in 1946. After Cascade merged into Boise Cascade Corp. he became

a directorm . He is president of the Chinoock Hotel and Tower board

and is connected with the Western Forestry Center project at FPortland,

a %2 project.
(more)
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museum tab board

He has been active in the lumber industry for 40 years and in the
UGN, the Yakima Valley ‘‘emorial Hospital, Ureater Chamber of Comuerce,

YMCA and is a director of the Bank of Yakima.

Robertson, publisher of the Yakima Herald and fepublic is the son
of the pioneer Yakima _editor and publisher, and Mrs. Wilbur Wade Robertson.
He is on the advisory toard of the MNational Pank of Washington ,
was president of the Allied Dailies of Washington in 1937. He was YMCA
president from 1945 until 1962,becoming president of the board of trustees
that year. He spearheaded the accomplishment of a new YMCA B building in
Yakima and has always taken an gctive and leading iddé part in any
activity toward advancement of the Yakima Valley.
Like other of the board members he has travelled extensively, visited

many museums and observed their operations and roles in their communitiess.

Ernst
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museum board
Smith came to Yakima from Seattle in 1957, acquired the Kelly
Yakima Laundry which name was changed to Crest Linen and Supply Co. He is
the B Crest president.
He was elected president of the Yakima C..amber of Commerce in 1961,
was president of the c .amber's Military Affairs Committee in 1963,
has been president of the Visitors and Convention Bureau, a director of
Washington Welcome Inc., member of the Pacific Northwest ‘rade 4ssociation,
and has taken an active part in UGN and service and civie club work.
Relander , city editor of the Yakima Herald and fepublic is a
curator of the Washington State Historiecal Society, a director of the
Yakima Valley Museum =& and author of four books, dealing with the
American Indian and Northwest history.
Before coming to Yakima he helped organize the Tulare County Historical
Soclety in California. He was historical consultant for the Grant County
Public Utility Distriect's Wanapum Dam ‘our Center and executed seven

X bronzes for that center,including the amkdmmr salmon fountain .He
sculptured the aluminum X dedication pPlague for Priest Rapids Dam and

the mdpdpd@diogdd Miss S.I. Anthon memorial plague in the Republic Publishing

Cowpany building, tesides commissions in California and Washington, D.C.
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museum board

Hanson, an attorney, has long been a serious student of Northwest
history and the American lndiane.

He has been a member of the Salvation Army Advisory Board and
hasS been active in RHXBEEKS prof?ssional,civic and service getivities.

Martin, also an attorney is liaison member on historic sites for
the State Parks and Recreation Commission. He is a director of the
Yakima Valley Museum, has written extensively about Emst pioneer
postoffices and postmasters and concentrated studies on the art of Indian
basketry. He has held many high positions in the Boy Scout movement
and as secretary of the Fort Mool Mool Restoration Society, has made
an intensive research into the history of Fort Simcoe. He was ERaixman
master of ceremonies for theFort Simcoe Flag Day celebration and ®%ZE an

active _
0000R000060e member of the lakima Jubilee ©403968d. committee in 1960
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coffins
‘here are meveral varieties of waupuw or lidlan shell wouey .n the
Yakima frontier museum lnaian exhibit. Some of it had its origin because

an early-day businessman abt Lowliston, 1dano, was an I .dian trader iuere

for a t.ie.

The pionew. was Lester “offin, brother of aArthur® ana henry Coffin

)
joh

who were trne x Cofiin Brose. PLrm, KEX R EXaAEgui i operating storewn ar

with :hsep,cztlle and noree holdi in the valley.

-

o

The word waiLum was shortensd . in Colonial Qays, feow eastern Lnaian

1'

words. I. even ually bascame a general term for the many kinds of shell money.

1

craftec anw striag Lise beads, usen as oraagents on Lucksrin garmenls and ®XEl

exclangea for horses or siaves. Lastern Indians, like the Iroquois, nh.d
warpux bslts, representative of a tribai govsruueut, & aemacracys existing

even before the Americanbeclaration of Inaependence.

One of the Coffin Bros., Lester, introduced one kind of wampum or

Indian shell mouey g it spreac from the 3% Vez Zerce into the igkina

COuL. tl'.y °
Lester Coffin was Lne father of asrthur o. and kenry L. (offin =f and

1.+ H. Lean Guie of Yak.ma. Hexwax Yhe brothers were identified with

earlier cays in lhe Dalles, Ore.
Whenk the Nez Perce were paid #300,C00 in gold for a part of the

Nez rerce Reservation, declared nsurplus" by the government, Lesler

Loffin ,urchased a circus tent . (more )
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COf.L.L 1S

He rnirec¢ clerks who could spe .k the lndian language and went into

busiuess. Blankets , siawls, provisio s, wagons, buggies and saddles wele

stocked.

He also operated a store al La.wai. He boughl shell beads frou Ssm 3
San Francisco merchant at #l.22 a stritng ana sold tuemn for 32.50. lhey were
”uiCka purchased by the Indians. *hem rext barrel full! were sclc fur &5 a

string. {ne lialans be _an nuanding Loew down as hieirlocis and would noct sell

triew Lnless wa

=

)]

rTice hecane u2¢ a Ffrirg,Vfo'n,

Ling money, badly and th
instewd of dispiaying the briruxs strings cf shell doney, iep.t tuem in
a locker. And an ledian wishin, a #2- loan was £iven thal awcunt for =z his
string of sheil woney Wi ich ne slways Yedeeued,
In 19C% the Coffin fros. had stores in  North Yakica {(on South Seccnd St.)

Prossel ,Suliily 51U€,+00p@0 150 ana ugplon, anu nad exXtensive sneep,cattle and
norse holdings. that year tihey buught 14,000 hsad of shesp from John
dMeCieay aud 4,000 frow ben Yovawin, paying WE.SO a huaa. +hey haa 14,000

nead on range in the Chelan country.this was _ptor tney hacs acquired

the 100,00C gere holdings of w.F. Dabcock of w.jla Walla .n Chelan,:ittitas,

and Douglas counties.

(more)
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cofifins

the Coflin Brus. store .n iHorth Yakimu, by 1907, was offering veh cles
that werc they avail.ple now would make choice disflays in th: Yakiua
Frontier iwuseum and some would coust in the nelghborhuocd of 2 1968 model
autcwocliie. ~ney aealt in John beere buggies, nacks,pliaetons and surreys.

Canncpy top surreps soid for $95, toy buggles at &% +59.50 and

runapout roac wagons "wilthh long boules lur Light wmarheting vegons,! sold

for wkt.7%.



Wwhat would the creator of Gannon's iuseum of Waggons ccliect
if he were just s

Well, Willianm L.Ganion of ¢.bton said wren he cawe TO Yasira O see how

that collection L bein set up at the takim. Frontizr Museuvm, it would
be guite aziliculi now Lo a. eLbie a comprehensive aud story felli.g
collecticn cf wzzons.
arna documented
Authentic Inalaa waterial 45 difiicy X Y comz DY
et WP [ were just otarting now, [ think I would huntsx. out road

builaing egui..enl,cdfatrueticny cutduated corsirueticn pachinery, tpings like

that. Hogd bui ding equi_ment has changed 2OxPaidiyx very rapidly. And

tnink ofthe story bohira the bulic.ng of roads ,from trai s vo reugh roadways
to smootn surfaces,penetrating inwall areas, awtic il sives.™

k] -
el D ol (3 QR Gl S (NS

twhatever you collect, decument it. It has to hpve an origin.Where did
e

1t cowe fromrHow dia .t gel nere. Lt wust ne auwluneniic. gust pecause

goetning 1s old dovesn't make it rare or valuable."





