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ErnestL.J. Aguilar, one ofthe  Latinoleaders first met Aguilar

first Latinos to ever run for politi- in Tacoma when he was a police
cal office in the Yakima Valley,  officer The eloguent, handsome,
died Monday after a long battle lean, elean-cut and charismatic
with cancer at his Sumner, Wash,, former war hero impressed them.
home. He was 90, Aguilar had recently retired

Veteran Latino leadersfromthe  from the Army after having
Yakima Valley remembered Agui-  served in combal during three
lar on Thursday for founding the wars: World War I1, the Korean
first State Hispanic Chamber, for  and Vietnam wars.
being on the board of the Yakima Semehow, the Valley's Latino
Valley Farm Workers Clinic and leaders persuaded Aguilar to
for running in the late 19605 against move to Yakima and run against
then-incumbent Angus MeDonald ~ MeDonald, who would go on to
for the county commissioner'sseat.  become the longest running com-

“In these day’s there were missionerin Yakima's history.

no Latino candidates,” recalled Aguilar lost, but he d

respect of the Democratic Party.
Gareia would also become a
“Compadre” of Aguilar when
he became a godfather to one of
Aguilar's children.

Aguilar returned to the Seattle
area, but not before he fell in
love with Clementina (Tina), the
daughter of the restaurant owner
of Toppenish's old El Paso Cafe,
Gareia said. They married and
later had six children.

Described by Garcia and
other Valley Latinos as a human
dynamo, Aguilar, who was born
in Mexico, would go on te work as "
acivil rights leader and promote O
trade to Washington state, espe- 7 |
cially with Mexico. b
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president of the Association ated so many years ago.”
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