THE EASKET MEETING OF 1357

~w«From notes by He C. Balley
Arranged and Copyrighted by F. F. lLatta, 1930«1031.

By the timg Septeamber came, we were all in a gond frame of mind to ¢he
dorse him and ¢arry out his proposition to %old n baskelt mestinge We wsnted
to pleape him and have a good time toc, nud some of us hed a lingering wish
to take up the lives waAliv&d in "the sltates.® |

At the time and plaee, p pleasent and jelly crowd met to do Crazy Tob's
bidding, vhatever 4t might be, I cam now recali:to mind nnly ten runches,
in the whele ¢irels of my ecquaintance, wheve a womem presided,; all others
w;;%aoholermo - .

That wss a remarkable meetlng. The reasulie were the most unexpected
of all the urexpested things that ever cams under my obrervatiorn., It begun
on Friday eveninge ‘n Saturday & man and his wife opened a restauront,
aucther man a whisky mili,

Saturday the presiding elder and a young preacher named He C. 3ettle
arrived. The latter had a young wife who out guite a figure in the meecting,
On Saturday we all took our dinner o the groundss and had a good sermon
from the presiding elder, I, H. Russell, whick pleased nrll,
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Russell was a fine speaker and understouvd his sudliences. A4All things
went smoothly anéd all felt assured of success., Sunday wazs to be the big
day.

For miles and miles the people came in orowds, 8ll drawn to a cormon
center. CSome sat under the arbor and listened to the preaching; some swapped

horeses. and 21l fndulzed in the usunl atvle aof snending Sundav excevnt those
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gho sat under the arbor.

By the time preaching was over, the whisky mill was doing & big busi=-
nessj more than one man had more whicky thah was good for himy though there
was no drunkenness, but the orowd was shifting about and quite jnlly,

The wives of the two preachers had been to the restaurant to get dinner,
and returning to the arbor, about 150 yards,; passed near the whisky mill,
One peculiar old féllow was pretty full, He was & rough looking man, in
bis shirt sleeves, with a savage-looking beardj but with all the instincts
of a gentleman, despite his rough exterior, and worth about $50,000.

Vhile passing, Rev. Settle's wife, from some cause--nobody ever found
out what=--imagined that Bird, the rough looking man, had acted rudely, and
was offended.

Bird tried to apologize but she became more angry end finally bLegan to
goream, which made Bird perfectly wild with distress, and many ran to see
what was the matter, and there was a great pow=wow until the woman was taken
away and all explained,

It took about am hour to get quiet restored. Some of Bird's friends
got mad and left the grounds. The usual results followeds Partisans sprang
up on both sides and W tter feelings were expressed., A number of the best
oitizens went to the whisky man and gave him a limited time to leave or
have his mill thrown into the river, with a whance of following it.

After this the meeting moved along smoothly and: increased in intereste
Our preacher was in his glory and was becoming more popular every day. The

young preacher, Settle, proved a fine orator and an impressive speaker,

4
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By Tuesday a revival was under way, and we brought our dinners and sup=-
pers and wested no time. The interept increased every dayj all became ine
terestedy many were converted, Others whe had been religious came and wanted
to be religious againe It was the only meeting I ever attended where all
publicly manifested a desire to be religlous. It was held over two Sundaye
and closed on Mondaye

RBefore oclosing everyone there stood up for prayer. The congregation
was not large but there was not an indifferent person there. All were eager
to get good and do goodj all d isturbing elekents were gonee. "Pike” and
*Yank®? were forgottem. The best of feeling end kindness prevelled.

Friendships were formed that the civil war could hot destrocye Uy heart
warns within me %todey whem I recall scme of the happy hours spent with my
worst politicel enemiess I ask no other proof of the truth of Christi's

teaching, Consciousness ie far more eonvincing than theory or crthodomy,
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The basket meeting in '57 proved such a success and all were so
well pleased that a grand free camp meeting was there and tlen plenned
for the next fell., I have never seen s community nearer & unit on
ey public proposition.

The effects of the meeting merked a ner wra in the whole community.
New ideas and new lines of future proceedure were originsted and marked
out to be followed by the community with & few egceptions. And e ven
the opposition was to a degree affected on the well khown fect that
egression produces opposition.

We found i1t disagreeable to ride home in the cold night, so
concluded to arrcnge as far as possible to leave home for the time
being snd heve & good time. It was no small job to prepare D od
and provide sleeping room for from five to eight hundred pe ople edd
their horses.

For be it known that cempers ceme from nesr and far twenty-thirty
end even forty miles. We expected from eight hundred to one thousand
on Sunday. To the unniticated, the question will :rise how did you
provide for so great a crowd. Thet 1s wh:t I propose to tell as
well es I can.

The free cemp meeting wes to us & truly original idee emd so
fer as I know was the first one ever heldiin Celifornia. It had
its origin in our talks while cooking and easting ourxs&pperﬂ.

Charley Girdiner and I both heving smell children and living far-
thest from the ground declered our intention of 1ocat1ng on the
ground next yeer. Others took it up, Charley Miner, Dick Gleason;

in fact ell in attendance soon became enthusiastic in the propsition.
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"To resolve was to act,” was Celifornis style at that time end
the whole scheme was discussed and outlined before we left t he
ground. We never did things bl hadves in those days. When the
time came for action, committees were appointed to look after all
the different interest and mansgement of what we expected to be &
grand occasion.

My memory may be & little at fault, but I think Hunt Byres amd
Sem Wright were to look efter meat; Dick Gleason and Kirk or John
White after hay; while the tables, and cook and cooking wes assigned
to Charley Miner end myself. I think Corbier was assigred t o look
aefter the preachers, visitors and genersl stand and arbor interest.
Such ere my recollections; but forty yeers are likely to bring
mistekes,

The preacher had the general superintendence of the arrsngement
of the preaching stand, plen end seeting of the ground and the y
preacher's tent. The preacher's tent was for the use of the preecher
end was furnished with bedding by individual ceampers.

The heaviest responsibilities rested on the taﬂle committee,

L chief cook at &5.00 per day and $5.00 extra for Sunday with
assistents, dishweshers, fuel, provisions, &C, had to be obtained.
There were also necessery dishes to set four tables sixty four

feet long., They had to provide stoves, cooking utensils, buckets,
dippers, and all the peraphernalis belonging to such an underteking.

A lerge brick bekers oven was provided with two hundred pounds
of bread capeacity or double £s much beef, the laergest kettles for
boiling prodursble and plenty of them.

Winship was the autocrat of the feeding department and wes on

hend Friday to superintend its errengement. He caald cook moee

grup and do it beéter, in the same length of time, than envone I
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ever saw. He was not a second, but first edition of Tom Reed.

By paying breaka:e and damage, the crockery was borrowed from
some dealer. Knives, forks, spoons and tinware had to be bourht.
Sugar, coffee, tea, pickles, soap, candles and all such obher
supplies as our autocrat demanded had to be supplied by this committee.
We bought sheeting for table clothes and’ﬁhen it got sobled turned
it over.

A table committee was.aprointed of one or more to {IOCure
vaiters from meal to meal. There were always plenty of active
young fellows willing to help. Another wa: also necessary to keep
up the c=rving end; also a bread cutter or two.

Thus equipped our ruler, who had arrived on Friday, entered
his domain, stood uvpon his throne and 1 sued orders for the day
(saturday). So he entered on the active duties of his office; and
for the next thirty six hours they were sure enough active. Fo
stop or rect till about low noon Sunday .and while he was going he
generally managed to keep at least one of the committe on the go.

We enerally exthanged donated flour for bread, pound for
pound, though on one occasion ('64) I mixed, worked and set to
rise two hundred pounds of flour from ten o'clock Saturday night
till ten 6'clock Sunday morning.

The meat committe was expected to keep a good sup ly on hand.

I n-ver knew them to fail. The foragce commission always kept a good
supply on hand, though the waste was fearful to contemplate (at least
it would be not).

Where did all this stuff come from and how was it procured?

Californians at that time were a whole souled set of hearty go

luck fellows that put their whole soul in anything they indorsed,

from the scrub hor:e race to a camp meeting. They knew no half way
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stopplng grounds, whole hog or nothing, wa: the prevailing sentiment
governing their actions.

On that principal, the offering, in all coun ry products, like
volunteers for the Cuban War, was far ahead of the requirements.

Nor did our cash in all my experience fall short, but once and that
was the fault of the collectors. |

All who came brought an offering of some kind, many by choice
preferring to pay cash. All the soliciting required consisted of
the announcing from the stand of the names of a few persons to
receive donations.>

Lives there a participant in that who}e section who does not
look back with a feeling of pride in contemplating those times of
unselfish generosity. The times, when, by a common volition, all
seemed to want to pay a little more rather than a little less.

Though nearly all of them rode in lumber wagons or horse
back and lived in shack houses and few dressed fine, were we not
fully recompensed for out lack of our hail fellow well met or easy
go lucky unostentatiou: free and easy lives.

No tramps, no want; all had plenty. If misfortune overtook
anyone the donations -enerally exceeded the loss, freely and gladly
given, and were a gladly accepted without the sting of dependence,
the spirit of giving having extracted the sting.

It is refreshing to the soul to recall kindnesses and favours
received and given in that whole souled, unselfish spirit that
characterized the old style Californian., But they have passed into
the great beyond as have most of the participant-. But to recall
and live over these scenes in memory, I doubt not makes a green and
restful oasis in the past life of many, if not all, still on this

8lde of the river.
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1
The management of a free table camp meeting, where large crowds of people

and horses had to be fed, and & general oversight of all the arrangements,
regquired pretty good erecutive ability and lots of solid work. After all
needed things were on the ground, it took a great deal of work with both heaR
and hends to get all things in proper running order. We had eommiitees to
look after the different lines. One on furage to keep up the supply of hay
(21l did their own feeding); another whose businecs it was to keep 2 good sup=
pPly of meat on hands another ic sec that the table was always in order zand
well supplied, and that meals were ready on the proper time, and then blow
the horn (not Gabriel's, %but the dinner horne-sweet music to every boy raised
in the south). A general superintendent had chrrge of the whole, to whom all
requisitions were made and by him to those who had charge of the different
linea. If we wanted meat all the committee had to do was to butcher ity and
gqulte often we got it dressec by the donor,

Stock men would say: "You know my brand, go get what you want, or let
me know and I will bring in as many as you wani.?” Grain ralsers would make
the same offer for flour and others for vegetables., All were eager to help
with hands and substance, Money was cgollected bo buy sugsr, coffee, tea and
such things as could not be donated, A committee appointed was announced
from the stand and it always came without further solicitings It was our
yearly gathering for meny miles around. It was the only ten or twelve days!'

respite for the overworked wife and mother from the never=ending household

cares and grind of cooking, washing, scouring, milking, churning and all the
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other tread=wheel attachments of the times. We had none of the modern con=
veniences of the presenty; but did all our work under unfavorable conditions.
Even the best of us lived in board shacks and often carried water from 50
to 150 yardse No one can form a correct idea of whest a ten or twelve days®
respite meant to all hands, even the children, only by experience., All that
the mothers had to do was to care for their children, go three times a day to
the table, stay in the tent, visit or receive visitors, listen to preaching,
sing and shout if they wanted to, and exercise all the rights and privileges
of a free camp meeting,

We all wore plain clcthes and rode in twoe=horse lumber wagons and sat
on the straw flcors of lumber wagons and sat on the straw fiédrs or lumber
benches. But was our happiness marred by these cbtnditions? I think noty, for
all were on a level, The frontier spirit ruled supreme and a whole yearls ex-~
perience had to be told and heard and often repeated. We had no camp meet=
ing courting then, simply because here was no one to court except the other
fellow's wife, and that didn't always pay. It was simply a gathering of a
large community to have a jolly visit, with preaching, praying and singing
for all who desired it, and a general good time for all, slong the line of
their own choosing. There was never any disorder or hoodlumism, for that
element had not reached California, and it would have fared bgdly with any
one to have attempted anything dlong that Yine. Not two per cent of the
attendants were church members, but all alike would have resented any bad
behavior.

It wasa happy time for the women and few children, with nothing to do
but eat, sleep and enjoy a glorious good time. Some grertly enjoyed the re=-

ligious exercises and others the social, but all were content,
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I had been gone oh a visit about two months and got home Thursday and -
the meeting was to commence Friday. We washed Friday and got onto the ground
Saturday foremoon and found the affairs in a muddle and no one to direet
or superintend them.

The proper arrangements had been about half made and all hands seemed
to have quit. They had a negro cook, plenty of beef, flour and potatoes,
a good brick oven of 100 pounds bread capacity, but no cooking vessels or
no arrangements for heat,.

It was easy to see that if we fed the usual round of from eight hundred
to one thousand, on Surday, some rustling had to be done right away. We
sent to my place for a 45 gallon kettle and 50 milk pans. By noon we had
mixéé two buckets of salt rising bread. Soon we got the kettle and filled
it with beef, When it was cooked, we empéied and refilled it.

At 1lp. m. the yeast was up and in just two hours I had 200 pounds of
flour in the milk pans set to rise. By eight next morning we had nearly
300 pounds of good bread and the oven full of good beef, By noon, with
other preparations, we had plenty for 8ll and the first and worst agony
was OVere

But our trouble was far from beiﬁg over. There was nothing in the
country to do, so many thought it a good time to seek religion, or at least
go to the free camp meeting.

The future was far from bright. One of our children came near dying

with the croup Sunday, so we went home and did not get back until Wednesday,

and by so doing missed most of the meetinge
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Now far the joke at one of this meeting. It was in 1863 when the war
gpirit was rampant and segtional lines almost made a Chinese wall between - .
the people. Consequently, when a South Methodist camp meeting was announeed;
all the southern ekement ofor miles around came, regardless of denominational
prejudice or preference,

Ve all knew it would be a strictly southern crowd where we could land
Jeff Davis, Lee Jackson asnd all the southern leaders, laugh over Bull Run,
and consign Abe Lincoln and all the Yankees to the bow-wows to our heart's
content, without let or hindrance, We fancied, at that time on a general
average, that we were ahead in the war, and felt sure of final ;esults.

In 1863 tnere were three candidates for governor: Stanford, republlicang
Connees, Douglas,democraty McConnel, secesh or Breskenridge democrat. All
felt sanguine of success. With one exception the democrats had always suc=
ceeded,

The electioh came off the Tuesday after the meeting commenced. Ve
were all filled more with politics than religion. One of the preachers even
declared he would walk to the polls, about two miles and a half, on his knees,
if necessarys to vote,

7e made Tuesday wash day so the men could go and vote and the others
wash. Vednesday about 10‘o'clock. an hour before service commenced, a
stranger rode into the camp full speed and shouted that McConnel, our man,
was eleoctedy that San Francisco had given him a large majority. Thet was
where we expectéd to get beaten,

Sueh an exeited crowded I have ohly once mingled with. Some shouted

*"Glory to God,” falling on their knees offering thanksgiving for the great



The Camp Meeting of 1863~~Builey. Se

vietory of the right.
One preacher who had had a rather hard time with the Yankees, rolled

over and over in the straw, then jumped up and shouted his thanksgiving and

glory with tears running down his cheeks.
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There is no country on the globe that has passed through so great

and radical changes in sixty years as the territory of the United States

mest of the Allegany mountains. Except in a few mountain districts in

Kentucky, Tennessee and Missouri and proba‘dly a few small localities in

Jl1inois,
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the change almost equals a new creation. The genuine frontiersman first
occupied all this vast domain. A geculiar people with general characteristics
common to all but with individualities common to all society.
Some remained reaped the benefites from the localities that had subdued.

But there was an ever restless moving contingent, moving from the rear to
the front like wild pigeons hgnting for beechnuts.

There was many customs and institutions peculiar to the times and condi-
tions that played their part in evolving the later civilization and has passed

into the bygone, leaving only a pleasant remembrance with the few remai ing

37 eridd
pgrticipants who will in the next two decades have gone the ame way.imee=
L -7t V{L-"?r’ 60 : ’T.ﬂ f;'?( LT Z‘_ﬂ‘z{ Z(’{u W—} ‘ﬂu,/g/p

and powerful factor for the betterment of the surroundings of the frontiers-

¢ I thlnk the most prominent

mans' life for the cementing and uplifting of society, was the old style
camp meeting.

I doubt if twenty miles square of populated territory of what we call
the great southwest to the gulfyon the west to Pacific,from Washington to
Mexico can be found where the camp meeting has not been a powerful factor
for the good of society on general principles and individuals in particulare.

If an individual is by any means made better sociéty is benefited in
proportion.

To write up an old style camp meeting in all its phases would be no
small undertaking., It was emphatically a pioneer institution and as near a
genuine cosmopolitan agregation as can well be imagined,

The richest and the poorest,the most learned and ignorant, all met on a
common level, drawn to a common center by a common impulse and desirezﬁfﬁgﬁt,
to have a good time and a respite of ten or twelve flays from life's routine
of cares and drudgery. If there was any social or financial distinctions
Before the meeting they were all left at home.

All were determined on a real good time and though the lines followed
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might widely verge}, slgEERe.bent on the same errand was & help to all in
accompiaishing their ends.

The backslider waited and longed for the time when he could be renewed.
}——*—The overworked housewife longed to get away from sweeping, milking,
scrubbing and the never enling routine of every day life. The laddies and
lassies naturally hankered for a renewal of last years good times and good
thingse. The children were in e®tacies contemplating,what times they would
have romping under the arbor afternoons éﬁ%;ﬁ%ﬁ%gﬁiggépother sources of fun
peculiar to boys of a certain age, not unfrequently including a mellon patch.

The dude and dudine were also present. I have known fellows to plow
all week in stumps and rootw barefooted::;giarobe of home made shirts and _

prants, got to meeting with kid gloves and rigged out to correspond ey

¥E5 Even the dogs had a good time, if not by -
A —
anticipation b§1,_;;";dwa here they could play, fight and steal to their

hearths content.

From the timg,the blace arnd date were deternﬁneq’g;'all was rush and ex=
pectation to get ready; fhe women folks in the house and the men outside.
It required a geed deal of work to fit up a camp ground to accommodate one
thousand people, besides tents and many other thingﬂét home and on the ground.
Friday afternoon the movjing in began and was kept up till the middle of the
next week. Thifhubbub and exciéement of a whole community com;pg to a common

center, half of them #ot having met since last camp meetings ‘Zhe~howdying

A

:,and the genuin&knquiry

about health and prosperity. The universal good humor and confident spirit

and hugging and kissing and "I am so glad to see you

of expectancy prevading the whole made a most exhilerating scenédé. A short

service Friday night opened the meeting, 74@
These scene§9so briefly and imperfectly protrayedﬂstlll live ij7the
memory of only a few, but are bright and green spots in the past sk moves

the heart with emotions hard to expres§; @motion similar to recollectibﬁ?&ear

2
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anddear ones long since dead. We love to recall and live over now almost
hallowed associationse.

No clouds now shades the vision,or discords mar the harmony. A soften=
ing hallowed influence prevades our better nature so it is a real luxury to
3it and dream away some of our h&ésure h2;;%6§nd hold sweet communiéon with
the better part of the pas?and anticipatg{-af;efi-%hééaé==ﬁszﬁ ex-1in the near
future’ —C# < H,/(ckczgé7jz:,//L€/7L{44ﬁqi5/ e,
| But the§ all belong to the past. The oild style canp meeting has long

ALt
gsince gone and no on%)§%o far as 1 knoﬁ%?has ever nsé;gté%gdépitaph. 1t
has been east into the rubbagé pile and soon all its participants will have
passeds It is true we have in several local center camp meetings under HEg
control of private enterprize, but they résemble the horse show or agricul=-
tural fair more than the-ﬂ¢h§a=/4ﬁszf QL4L77;¢5’77K4L2-Zz;j;¢,,

What cause or causes had lead to the decadence and final disappearance
of a onf?go loved and potent institution?/ The chiéf cause was a departure
from the original spirit of the meetirgs. As society advanced;gg? the condi=
tiors changed that gave rise to them, invvations hegan to creep invfertain
leaders insisted on radical changeq; &n organ, a choir, an appointed leader
for all singing, a ressﬁfant andfnkcﬁfhrrsujps;:aﬁ kﬁny otheryjdepartures so
hampered and distorted it that it had only its name left.

When class distinctioqgrgonventionalities ente%%iée true spirit dieg,
and disintergstion soon followed. I fear our government,of which we have
always boasted so much_is i)a fair way to go the way of the mamp meetinge.

?
When the spirit &f right and equal justice to all dies,the body will soon

follow,
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If you were to insert a notice in -Apaper that on a certain date, at

a specified place, a frew table camp meeting would commence and hold over

two Sundays or longer, come one, come all, free grub, free provender and free

galvetion, no doubt it would oreatgﬂaats of talk and specula@iggféﬁff%:fﬁg:?
present populatiopm/if °thiii’ o7 e, — 2=
are

I have little doubt,there == s8till living in and around Colusa those who

hold the traditions of our old style free meetings in kindly,if not loving
remembranceé, Bu@,to the great majority, they are only a tradition and not of
suffieient importance to be worthy of a second’thought.'!!!rcﬁt is now a thing

of the past, like all frontier customs and instmtmtions;qupnssééway before a
L.ig.'her and more refine} It may be all that is
claimed for it. But still there is something peculiar to frontier customs,
thoughts and emotions not ezsily protrayed on paper, but fully understood and
held in esteem by all pioneers.

The thousand and one trials and freguently hardshipg,from which none have

any security of executioq)but must from the very nature of the surrouirding

bear their proportion,

A brofther to relievej how ex=~
quisite the bliss. A sense of reliance on our fellows has a wonderful influeneg
in expanding our bettgr feelings and desires, I have always observed far more
care and sympathy for the sick, afflicted of unfortunate from any cause on what
is generally termed. the rough border of society. As our refinement and con-
ventionalities advance these ruder,though kindlier bomlg,seem to retiee. But
all old timers will realize of what I writg?but cannot explain. There seems
to be a kind free masonry or family bond felt and realized by all and in which
all have a commonirleree] and pride.

T%;jgzg¥gt meétiﬁg in '57 proved such a success and all was s0 well pies=d

please%d & crand free camp meeting was there and then plenned for the next
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fall. I have never seen a community nearer a unit on any public proposition.
The effects of the meeting marked a new era in the whole community. New
ideas and new lines of future proceedure were origienated arm marked out to
be followed by the community with a few exceptions. And even the ppposition
was to a degree affected on the well known fact that agression produees op-
position,

We found it disagreeable to ride home in_thabéld nights,sc concluded to
arrange as far as possible to leave home for t time being and hgve a good
time. It was no small job to’ prepare feegﬁfiom ive/'to eight hundred people
and their horses, ioE—=7oTie PTEsEine—eom,

For be it known that campers came from near and far twenty-thirty and
even forty miles. TWe expectéu from eight hundred to one thousand on Sunday.
To the unnidiated, the question will arise how did you pro;ide for wo great
a crowd., That is what I propose to tell as well as I can.

The free camp meeting was to us a truly origional idea énd so far as I
¥now was the first one ever held in California. It had its origin in our
talks while cooking and eating our suppers. Charley Girdiner and I both havirng

small children and living fafthest from the ground declared our intention
of locating on the ground next year., Others took it up, Charley ;tb&;;&Av)
‘5%%%%%5_-E§gﬁtf Dick Gleasony in fagft all in attendance soon became enthus-
iastic in the proposition.

”fo rewolve was to acgf%a%California style at that time and the whole
scheme was discussed and outIined before we left the ground. We never did
things by halves in those days. When the time came for action, committies
were appointedito look after all the different interest and management of what
we expected to be a grand occasion.

My memory may be a little at fault, but I think Hunt Byres and Sam Wright
were to look after meaty Dick Gleason and Kirk or % White after hay; &

while the tables, cook and cooking was assigned to(ziibbe%ﬁgher and myself, I

thinﬁ Corbier was assigned to look after the preachers, visitors and general
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stand and arbor interest. Such is my recollections;but forty years is likely
to bring mistakes,

The-F§?4ﬂJuhad the general s%%m4LJZZ;M&M1&@f the arrangement of the'
preaching stand, plan and seating of the ground and the preachert's tent. The
preacher's tent was for the use oi%éi}knadcaghand was furnished with bedding
by individual canmpers,

The heaviest responsibilities rested on the table committee. A chief
cook at $5.00 per day and £5.00 extra for Sunday with assistants, dishwashers,

cere AN —
fuel pTOVLig%E had to be obtained. &lsoyélshes to set four tables sixty

j ey
four feet lonw7¢o provide stoves, cooking ubensils, buckets, dij ppers and gll
the baraphenﬁaila belonging to such an undertaking. .

A large brick bakers oven was provided with % two hundred pounds of bread
capacity or double as much beef, the largest kettles#or boiding procurable and
plenty of them.

Winship was the autocrat of the feecing department and was on hand Fri-
day to superintend its arrangement. Ie could coock more grub and do it better

Q%H;Z_;EEEEETETEQer sawiin the same lengtkﬁgg_zzﬁ§) Jit he was not a second ,

but first edition of Tom Reed.

e —— — e e ==
,éfie crockery was borrowed from some dealen~£§ payirg breakage and dé&gég}

Knives, forks, spoons and tinware had to be bought. Sugar, coffee, tea,

pickles, soap cardles and all such other supplies =2s our autocrat demanded had
to be supplied by this committee. "We bought sheeting for table clothes and
when it got soiled turned it over.

A table committee was appointed of one or more to procure waiters from
mezi/to meal. There we&®ealways plenty of acti;zzzsung fellows willing to
help. wto kee‘b“—‘?the carving end

i?gﬁ a bread cutter or twoi

Thus equipped our rule ,who had arrived on Friday,entered %ii/do in,
SR stood upon his throne€4issuéd orderqx for the day (Saturday),gé%7enterea

on the active duties of, his office;#and for the next thirfy six hours they

were sure enougl active. Ard-wkii No stop or rest till about low noon Sun-
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day. And while he was going he generally menaged to keep at least one of the

commi/liee
on the go.

A

ey
on one occasion ('64) I mixed, worked and set to rise two hundred pounds of

%e generally exbhanged donated flour for bread, vound for pound, though

£1lour from ten o'clock Saturday night till tem o'clock Sunday morning.

The meat committed were expected to keep a gﬂodgéughly on hand. I never
knew them to fail. 'The forsge commission always kept a good sup.ly on hand)j
though the waste was fearful to contemplateA(af least it Wbuld be now).

Where did @11 this stuff come from and how was it grocu@ed9

Californians at that time was & whole souled set of hearty go luck fellows
that put their whole soul in any thing thev indozx sed?fror the scrub horse race
to a camp ﬁeeting. .They knew no bhalf vay stopping grourds, whkole hog or nothing.
was the prevailing sebtimert governing their actions.

On that principal, the offering.like voldnteersfor the Cuban War was

far ahead of the requirements @n all country products Tor did oud cash in

all my experience fall Shorypbut once and that was the fault of the collectors.
All who came erLSht an bffering of sgme kind., wany by cholice prgferring

_fewmmares—wre gnnouncegpgfrom the stand to recei¥e. onations,

vaga'bll the soliciting requiredD

s there a perticipant in that whole sect10n=ég;; does not look back

7 of pride in contempleting theose times of unselfish generosity.
The times,when)b; a common Yolition)all seemed to want tc pay a little more
rather than a little lesss

Though nearly all of them rode in luimber wagons or horse back and lived
in shack houses and few dressed fine, were we not fully recompensed for their
lack by our hail fellcow well met;;asy go luck unostentapious ﬁree and egsy
lives.

Yo tramps, no wanty all had plenty. If misfortune overtook anyone the

Aé§7L&110;Mgenerally excceded the loss, freely and gladly giveq,and ag gladly

accepted without the sting of dependence, the spirit of giving having extracted
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the sting.

It is refreshing tc the soul to recall kindnesses and favours received
and given in that whole souléd,junselfish spirit that characterized the old
style Californian. But they = past into the great beyond as hage€most of
the particiwants. But to xélall and live over these scenes in memory, I
doubt not make a grim and restful oasis in the past life of many,if not all,

still on this side of the river.
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