Veissburg, wash. May 31 1952,

Dear Friend:

Your most welcome letters of May 22nd & 27th received and glad

to hear from you and especially in the good historical work thst
you are doing, I read with interest the msnuscript thst you sent

to me, & I turned over to Henry Reimers. By the wey Bete Bones, of
the Palouse Indians (part Palouse) was in the hospitsl in Dayton

a few days in the same weard that I was in, & I tslked with him
several times, but as he wes feeling bed withthe rheumstism & eard
hearing besides I did not get much informstion of historical inter-
est. Yes I have been on the sick list and still is not feeling

too good yet. It started with the Vdrus flu of the stomach & bowels
and ending up with getting my teeth pulled out and the hay fever
thrown in for good meesure. I was in the Hospitsl in Dayton from
April 21 to May 10th end Mey 15th to Mey 26th, before they got the
Virus flu out of my system, and which has left me weak vet,

I do not know of anything, &t the rreseng time, in the line of
history that I would be interested in, but when I get feeling
better I will write you if eny does come up. Sure was glad to hear
from you &8s it always mekes one feel good to heer from &n old
friend interested in the same thing thet I am interested in.

With the best of wishes, I remein,

Yours truly,

John.R.White ,
o ) R Wk
Weitsburg,Wash \




Waitsburg, Washington.
Oct & 1951.

Dear Friend:

Your letter of Sept 18th with valuable pictures and other
information received. Many thanks for the pictures.

1 have shown the photo of Chief "014 Bones" to several of
the old timers here who knew the Chief personally, and they
all agreed that it is his picture alright. However most of ¥k
people around knew him at that time he wore a mistache and was
not dressed up like the photo shows him, but otherwise the
that is a good likeness of him. By having been smooth shaven
makes him look younger than what he actually was at this time.

I would be glad to read over the manuscript when vou get
it completed. I would also like to read the copy on Chief
Yellow Hair who was made chief in 1885 and drowned in 1900,

The vhoto that I saw, the best one, is, I understand in the
Whitman College Librayy & Museum at Walla Walla Wash. This
is the one that was formerly owned by the late Jack Pettyjohn
of Prescott Wash.

The other day, I was talking with Pete Bones, and I asked
him about Sam Fisher, and he told me that he dled a few years
ago in the Nez Perce country, Idaho. However ihere is a
young "Fisher" who I have talked to in the past, and Pete Bx
Bones told me that the last he saw him was around Lapwal Hiaho-

Young "Fisher" is well educated and can give you mch of the
early history and customs of the Palouse Indians if you could
locate him. He used %o come each year and help ol@ Sam Fisher
in his fishing season at the mouth of the Palouse River but
since Sam has died he very seldom comes over here any more.

I imagine that the Indian Agent at Lapwal Idaho could give
the whereabouts of young "Fisher" that I mentioned.

In regards to the Name "Gastin or Gaston®, the data that I
have 1s taken from the book by Manring on the early Indian
Wars, & the Gilbert's history of W.W.- Col - Garfield &
Whitman Co's. 1882. which spells it Gaston. I would very much
like Wright's memoirs account of Lt Gaston. That docation
at the mouth of the Tucannon, Fort Tavlor site, I have made
some study of and am still gathering more on it when I can,

& am trying to get a permanent marker placed there marking
the old Fort sitey maybe I will smsssad get it thru some time.

I have been trying the Gov Momument Sites officials to make
some evacuations and research work at this old site so as to
get more definite data on certain material, such as the exact
location, dimentions and etc of the old fort.

Thanking you very mch, and trusting a reply, I remain,

Yours truly,

John.R.White
Box 433,
Waltsourg, Wwash.
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Ferries.
There were other ferries on the Snake River in this area, thet
operated for short periods, of which I have no authentic data on,
The Fish-hook ; Lyon's; Kellogg; Almota; Silcott; & White;
were all old Indian crossings, so it would be difficult to de-
termine which one is the oldesd ferry site. The Lewis & Clark
varty crossed at the White ferry site in 1806 while on their
return trip. The old Colville trail & Mullan Military Road
both crossed at the Lyon's ferry site.

0ld Indian Ferry. Just below themouth of the Palouse River
located in the center of the Snake River is a high lava rock
with perpendicular walls and a flat top on it, called Anchor
Rock, 1in the center of the top of this rock the Indins fastened
a long rope or cable—like rope and fastened their canoes on the
end of the rope and would let the current of the river carry

the canoes across in a semi-circle course. The old timers
called this a swinging-current ferry. This rock is only covered
during the unusual high water period of the Snake River.

The Lyon's Ferry is now operated by a man named Kay Turne¥, and
is the only ferry on the Snake River below Lewiston now in
déperation.

The pictures of the mkksw siite of GRANGE cITY,I took in 1938
and since that time one of the large houses is the picture has
been torn down, so today there is one large house, the home

of the Railroad trackwalker),and a small building on the Track
near the high bluff., On the high plateau at the base of the
cliff is an old Indian burial ground and scene of a fierce
Indian battle in early davs between the Palouses and some other
tribe - this is the record that has been handed down among the
Palouse Indians, as the battle took place many years before
the comming of the white-man here.

The vrincipal IndianC@metery or burial ground is the one at the
mauth of the Palouse River and on the North side of Snake River
it is 1in this cemetery that Chief 0ld Bones and his wife is
buried. I have been told by the Palouses that there are over
400 buried in this cemetery. This cemetery covers an area of
about 2 ascres and is inclosed with a wire fence now to keep the
stock out of it. 014 Bones has the only marker of any kind in
this cemetery, and it is a gray granite one erected by his white
friends around here. The old streightway Indian Race track

is still visible at the old Indian village, it was north of

the Cemetery and village, in an old river channel of the Palouse
River that had been blown over with the sand of the River.

As to places or rivers having Palouse Indian names around here
there are but a few, one for instance is COPPEI which means

in Palouse (Birth location). most of the Indian names are of
the Nez Perce Indian tongue, as Patit; Patahs; Alpowsa,
Tucannon; Asotin and etec.

You are sure ### working on a worth-while Historieal subjeot
and wish you ever suecess in your venture, and if I can be of
further aid to you vl ase let me know, as history has been my

hobby for several years, also taking pictures and drawing early
maps in with my history.

Yours truly,

o o ‘m..
John.R.%hite. Wim K WWhle
Box 433, waitsburg, Wash. (/
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